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Laws of Her Majesty's Province of United Canada, passed in the year 1854. Quebec: Stewart 
Derbishire and George Desbarts, 1854. 

 
18 Victoria – Chapter 138 
 
An Act to repeal the Act of last Session, Chapter one hundred and eighty-nine, and to regulate 
travelling on Public Highways in Upper Canada. Assented to 30th May, 1855. 
 
Whereas it is necessary to make better provisions than exist, to regulate travelling on the 
Highways in that part of this Province formerly Upper Canada: Be it therefore enacted by the 
Queen’s Most Excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of the Legislative Council and 
of the Legislative Assembly of the Province of Canada, constituted and assembled by virtue of and 
under the authority of an Act passed in the Parliament of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland, intituled, An Act to re-unite the Provinces of Upper and Lower Canada, and for the 
Government of Canada, and it is hereby enacted by the authority of the same, as follows: 
  
I. The Act of the Parliament of this Province passed in the sixteenth year of Her Majesty’s Reign, 
chaptered one hundred and eighty-nine, and intituled, An Act to provide for the safety of Her 
Majesty's Subjects and others on the Highways in Upper Canada, and to regulate the Travelling 
thereon, and all other Acts and parts of Acts now in force, inconsistent with the provisions of this 
Act, shall be and are hereby repealed. 
 
II. All persons proceeding, going or travelling upon any highway in Upper Canada, in charge of 
any vehicle drawn by one or more horses, or other animal or animals, shall, when meeting any 
other vehicle drawn by one or more horse or horses, or other animal or animals, turn out to the 
right from the centre of the road, allowing to such vehicle so met one-half of the road; and if by 
reason of the extreme weight of the load on either of such vehicles the driver thereof shall find it 
impracticable so to turn out, he shall immediately stop, and if necessary for the safety of the other 
vehicle, and when required so to do, he shall assist the person or persons in charge thereof to pass 
without damage. 
 
III. Every person proceeding, going or travelling on any highway as aforesaid, or on horseback, 
when overtaken by any vehicle or horseman travelling at greater speed, shall quietly turn out to 
the right, and allow the said vehicle or horseman to pass; and in the case of one vehicle being 
overtaken by another, if by reason of the extreme weight of the load on the vehicle so overtaken 
the driver thereof shall find it impracticable so to turn out, lie shall immediately stop, and if 
necessary for the safety of the other vehicle, and when required so to do, shall assist the person or 
persons in charge thereof to pass without damage. 
 
IV. Every person in charge of any vehicle on any highway aforesaid, or of any horse or other 
animal used as the means of conveyance, who shall through drunkenness be unable to ride or 
drive the same with safety to Her Majesty’s subjects and to others travelling the said highway, 
shall, upon conviction thereof, be liable, to the penalties imposed by this Act. 
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V. All racing or furious driving upon any highway in Upper Canada, shall be unlawful, and the 
person or persons so racing or furiously driving, or shouting or using blasphemous or indecent 
language, shall, on conviction thereof, be liable to the penalties imposed by this Act. 
 
VI. Any person or persons riding or driving any vehicle, horse or other beast of burden, over any 
bridge above the length of thirty feet, at any pace faster than a walk, shall be liable to the penalties 
imposed by this Act: Provided always, that a notice of the regulation hereby imposed shall first be 
conspicuously placed on such bridge. 
  
VII. Every person travelling on any highway aforesaid, with any sleigh, sled or cariole, drawn by 
one or more horse or horses, or mule or mules, shall have at least two bells attached to the 
harness of such horse or horses or mule or mules. 
 
VIII.   For any contravention of any of the preceding sections of this Act, duly proved upon the oath 
of any credible witness, before any Justice of the Peace having jurisdiction within the County 
where the offence shall have been committed, the offender shall incur a penalty of not less than 
five shillings nor more than five pounds, in the discretion of the said Justice, with costs, to be levied 
by distress and sale of*the goods and chattels of the offender; and in default of payment and 
distress, the offender shall be imprisoned in the Common Gaol of the County, for a period of not 
less than one day and not more than twenty days, at the discretion of the convicting Justice: 
Provided always, that the said fine and imprisonment, shall be no bar to the recovery of damages 
by the injured party before any Court of competent jurisdiction. 
 
IX. All fines collected under this Act shall be paid to the Treasurer or Chamberlain of the 
Township, Village, Town or City where the offences for which they were imposed, were 
committed, to be applied to the general purposes of such Township, Village, Town or City. 
 
X. All convictions under this Act shall be subject to appeal in the same manner as other summary 
convictions before Justices of die Peace. 
 
XI. This Act shall apply only to Upper Canada. 


