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Laws of Her Majesty's Province of United Canada, passed in the year 1854. Quebec: Stewart 
Derbishire and George Desbarts, 1854. 

 
18 Victoria – Chapter 105 
 
An Act to restrict in certain cases, the recusation of Judges in Lower Canada. Assented to 30th 
May, 1855. 
 
Whereas it has become necessary, in the Court of Queen’s Bench, and in the Superior Court and in 
the Circuit Court for Lower Canada, to restrict the recusation of Judges by reason of relationship or 
affinity, as established by the first article of the twenty-fourth title of the Ordonnance Civile of one 
thousand six hundred and sixty-seven, (1667): Be it therefore enacted by the Queen’s Most 
Excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of the Legislative Council and of the 
Legislative Assembly of the Province of Canada, constituted and assembled by virtue of and under 
the authority of an Act passed in the Parliament of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland, and intituled, An Act to re-unite the Provinces of Upper and Lower Canada, and for the 
Government of Canada, and it is hereby enacted by the authority of the same, as follows: 
 
I. No degree of relationship or affinity, more distant than that of cousin-german, existing 
between any Judge of the said Courts and any of the parties to any actions now pending, or which 
may hereafter be instituted, shall be a ground for such recusation; and, in case any one of the said 
Judges, before the passing of this Act, shall have been or now is rendered incompetent to give 
judgment on account of such degree of relationship or affinity, or in case he shall have been 
recused in any action pending before one of the said Courts, such recusation shall cease to have 
any effect, and any such Judge shall be competent to sit in the said cause, whether or not he may 
have been replaced by a Judge ad hoc, in accordance with the laws now in force; and in case he 
shall have been so replaced, such Judge ad hoc shall cease to be empowered to act as such. 


