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CAP. XLIX.

An Act to arnend and consolidate the Laws relating
to the organization ofAgricultural Societies in Lower
Cana da.

[Assented to 101th Tune, 1857.]

Preamble. 1TIIEREAS it is expedienit to ancnd, and to consolidate
into one Act as amended, the Act passed in the six-

16 V. , 18. teenlith yar ofer Majesty's Reign, intituled, An .Act to provide

for 111('better organization of Agricutural Sociclies in Lower
Canada, and also the Act passed il the Session held ji the

ninetcenth and twentieth ycars of 1Her Majcsty's Reign, intituled,

19, 20V, c. 47. AAct l' anid the Ac t provide for lhe betler organiai on

of Agricultural Societics in Lowcer Canada, and for other pur-
poses connected wihli Agricullure in Upper and Lower Canada:
Therefore, 11er Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of

the Legislative Counicil and Assembly of Canada, enacts as

follows :

The said Acts I. The Acts cited .in the Preamble of thiis Act, arc hereby
repealed. repealed ; save and exccpt tlc second and third sections of the

Act last abovo mcntioned, which sections shall continue in

force and bc read as forming part of this Act.

Organization Il. From and after the first day of January, one thousand

of societies. eight hundrded and lifty-eight, a County Agricultural Society may

be organized in eaeh of the Counties of Lower Canada, when-

ever forty persons shall become members thereof, and shall

have paid a sum not less than twenty )ouids, and shall have

signed a declaration in the formu of the Schedule A to this Act

annexed,

Objects of So- Ill. The object of the said Socicties shall be to encourage
cieties. improvement in Agriculture, Horticulture, Manufactures, and

Works of Art, by holding meetings for discussion, and for

hearing lectures on subjects connected with the iheory and
practice of improved husbandry, by promoting the circulation

Periodicals. of the Agricultural periodicals published in this Province ; by

importing, or otherwise procUrin'g, seeds, plants, and animals
of new and valuable kinds ; by offering prizes for essays on

questions of scientifie enquiry relating to Agriculture ; aid by
Premiums. awarding premiums for excellence in the raising or introduc-

livcntions. tion of stock, the invention or improvement of Agricultural

implenents and Machines, the production of grain and all kmids
of vegetables, for excellence in any Agricultural or Iorticultural

production or operation, and generally for improvements inany
articles of, Manufacture or works of Art; and it shall not be
lawful to expend the funds of the Societies derived from the suþ-

scriptions of rnenbers, or the public grant, for any object incpn-
sistent with this Act.
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IV. The said Societies shall hold their annual meeting in Anunnt Meet-
the third wecek of thei mouth of January in each year, in coin- ing-0 fBlcers

pliance with section five of this Act, and each such Society " souds.
shall, at such meeting, elctl a President, a V ice President and a
Secretary-Treasurer, and not more than scven Directors, all of
whon shall forn Ihe Board of Directors for such Society ; but Rc dficio
with a view to encourage improvements in articles of anu- IN i'- frorn
facture and works of Art, it is lereby provided that the Presi- taues.
dent of each Mechanics' ilnstitute if any, within hie Iimits of
such Society, which shall contribute two 1)ounds ten shillings
for the year to the funds of said Society, or som-e fit person
to be appointed by each such Institute, shall be ex o//icio a
rnember of lie said Board ; Provided that the first meeting in Prmviso :as to
each County shall be called by hie Warden of the County, Iirst meit.gs.
at th c/u-lieu vhere there is but cne Society and at the nost
freqjuenledi place within the territorial lirnits where ithere are
two Societies, in the third wcek of January, one thousandi e ight
hundred and fifty-eight, after notice of the object, and the tine
and place of such meeling publicly given in the newspapers Of
the Couity, or by pl)acards postect up in difTerent places in
the County for at least one week previously, and the Society,
then and there organized,.shall be, and be leld to be, thie
County Agricultural Society: Provided further, that in thiose Provisn: re-
Counties in which there is only one Agriculurai Society in omaization
operation at the tirne of the passing of ti is Act, ancid organized res t So
prior to thecnineteenth oflJune, one thousand eight hundred and tain cases.
tfiy-si x, it shall and May be lawful for the Agriculturai Society
of such Couity to re-organize under this Act through the Pre-
sident or Vice-President of such Society giving notice as re-
quired by this Act ; and in such case a stateomnt of such orga-
nization shall be transmitted throughî the Warden of the County
to the Board of Agriculture.

V. The Officers and Directors of the said Society shall and Powers of
may, for the year next following the ânnual meeting, and util Offirers and
the eloction of their successors, exercise all the powers vested
in the Society by this Act, and thcy shall hold their meetings,
pursuaint to adjournnent or written notice, Io each from the
President, or, in his absence, from tlie Vice-President or a
President appointed pro tenpore, which shall be givel, at least,
one week before the day appointed for such meeting, and at Quorum at
such meeting five shall be a quorum, and the said Ofticers and nctinigs.
Directors shall have power, at every suchi meeting, to make, By-laNs.
alter and repeal By-laws and hiules for the management of
the Society.

VI. The said Officers and Directors shall, in addition to the Annual re-
ordinary duties of management, cause to be prepared, and shall rîgdtate.
present, at the annual meeting, a report of their proceedings what they
during the year, in which shall be stated the names of al[ the shall contain.
members of the Society, the amount paid by each, the namnes
of ail persons to whoin premiums were awarded, the amount

16 of
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of each premium respectively, and the nane of the animal,
article or thing in respect to which the saine wias granted,

together with such remarks upon the Agriculture of the County,
the irnprovements whivich have ben or may be made therein

Statements of as the Directors shall he enabled to oller ; Ihere shall also be
accounts. presented, 1 the second annuai meeting, a detailed siatement

of the rceips and disbrlsemrrenls of ithe Sociely during the

year, ihici report anid sta'emet, if approved by the rnecting,
shall be entered in ihe Sociely's journul to be kept for such

pLIrposes, and sigied by the Presideit, or VicePresident, as
being a correct eutry, and a true copy thereof certified by the
President, Vie-P resident, or Secretary for the time being, shall

bc sent to the Board of Agriculture on or before the first day of
April following.

Duties of Ofl- VII. It shal be the duty of lthe said Officers and Directors to
cers and answer such geries, ani give suc informat ion relating to
rectors. Agriculture as the Minister of Agriculture or Bo)arid of Agricul-

ture nay fron lime to time, by circular, letter or otherwise,
require, touchintig ihe ilerests or condition of Agriculture in

their Counly, and generally Io act as far as practicable upon
lte recomnendation of lthe said Board.

Annual shows, Viii. Each County o r p aaCounty established

prizes, &c. as above mentioned shall. be required l each yar to lhold
at least one Show, for the exhibition of Agricultural pro-
duce, Farma stock, umi al olther objects relative to Agri-
cutare, autd aiso articles of Manufacture generally, and
woarks of Art ; and prizes shali bc granted at the said

Shows for lthe best specirnen.s procucei iln the manner to

be prescri bed by he Boarc of Officers and Directors, and wiereof

ticice shalll have been publicly posted ii each parish and town-

ship of lthe (outly ; and lthe said prizes may be distributed n

money, books on Agrieulture, Agricultural I mplements of an

Judges. imu proved description, or -graiu of stperior qual iy, on the award

of at least two udges, wlo shall be Ippomilll( by the officers
Judges iot to and11 Boaîrd of Direelors of the Society ; th said Jndges, how-
take prizes. v shal Iot receive uny of the prizes so awarded, and shall

niot be allowed more ithan in shillings for inspecing at a Show,
nor more thian four potndsi for the i nspection of growîng crops.

Model Farns. IX. n case the Board of Officers and Directors of any County
tiblic Gran- Society shall consider Ihat any other system might be substi-

arics, &C. tuted for that of Shows, ani litat the sim allotted to eacli

Couînty might be better applied cithber to the establishment of

onc or two Economical Model Farms or Agricultural Sehools
for a public Granary, or to any otlier purpose for tlic improve-

Improvements ment of Agriculture, or the encouragement generally of im-
in roanufïc-' bhe
inuranurae- provements in articles of Manufacture and works of Art, then

it shall be lawful for such Sociely, through its Board of Officers

Proviso, and Directors, so to apply the said sum; Provided that notice

thereof shall have been given to the Board of Agriculture, and
its approval of such proposition obtained.
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X. No portion of the rnoneys belonging to any such Society Salary of Se-

shall be applied to the payment of any salary or allowance ; cretary-Tream
except, however, that a sum not exceeding seven per cent shall surer
be allowed to the Secretary-Treasurer on all moneys expended
by such Society unider this Act, in lieu of salary and allowance
for Stationery and otier contingent expenses.

XI. Whenever a ïmenorial, or memorials, from diflèrent parts aniaton
of any County, any one, or all of which shall be signed by twenty couty so-
persons, representing Io the Board of Agriculture th t it is incon- e ety n any
veient, on account of distance, for the farmers of their section County.

to attend tie Exhibitions of the County Society, and that a
sufficient number of persons are willing to subscribe the arnount
necessary to form al, Agricultiiral Society under the provisions
of this Act, it shall be hie duty of the said Board to examine
such request, and if the Bo.rd be of opinion that another Society
may be advantageously organized in the said County, it may
aulliorize the same to beorganizel accordingly,with the sanction
and approvil of the Minister of Agriculture, after such notice
as he may advise, and shall prescribe the limils or section
of the Counlty within vhieh ils operations shall be confined,
and the irst County Society shall confine its operations to the
othier or reèmaining section of the County ; Provided luait a surn
not less than ten pounds shall be paid before any such separate
Society shall be formed, and liat no more than one such Society ° ®

in addition to the said County Society shal be so organized, subscriptions
excepting tihe County of Gaspû, with relation to which special must be paid.
provision may be made during tie present Session of Parliament.

XII. The Society so organized shall be known as hie County
of Society, numiber Two and the dclaration or Name andi
instrument of orgamzaion shaoll bhc sanie as .is hereby powersorsuch
required for County Socicties, except tiat the prescribed limits second Sa-
of its operations shall be specified thierein, and every such ciety.
additional Countly Society shall bc entitled to a share of
the public grant in the ratio of its paid up subscription to those
of' the rest of the County, and shall have ail the powers of a
County Society, and sJall be subject to all the provisions of
fhis Act reIating to County Societies; Provided that no such
separate or additional County Society shall be entitled to any
share of the public grant for the year in whîich it shall be forned, P°o'°'

unless such formation shallhave taken place before the first day
of May in such year.

XIII. The several Societies which may be organized accord-
ing to the provisions of Ihis Act, shall be and become bodies Corporate
politic and corporate with power to acquire and hold land as a powers.
site for Fairs and Exhibitions or for a Model or School Farm,
and to seI, lease, or otherwise dispose of the same ; Provided
that not more than two hundred acres shall be so held at any Proviso.

one
10*
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Prvio one tie And provided always that one or more Connly or

or e so separate societies rnay unile their funds, or any part thereof,
cietie maY for purcî,;asing land and all recquisites for a Model Farin or for

Chase opl land on which to ereet buildings for exhibitions or for giving
°am °& prizes for Agricultural prodcuce, Anirnals, articles of Manfac-

ture and works of Art, or for any other purpose calculated to

encourage the vcelfare of the Province, not ionsistent herewith.

Allowanceoit XIV. When the Presideiit, Vice-Presideiit and Secrctary of
of public mn- the lBoard of Agriculture shall certify to tihe Miuister of Agri-

neys to scie:¶* culture that any Society has sent, to the said Board, Reports

conditions. and Stalenents as required by tlis Act for ihe year then Iast

previos, and shall also certify ihat the 'I'reasi rer or olher

ollicer of the said Society has transmiited to tlie said Board an

allidavit which may be in the form of Schedule B of this Act,

and mnay be sworn to before any Justice of hie Peace, who is

hereby authorizcd to admuinister the same, stating the number

of m mbers then belonging to the said Sociely whose subscrip-

tions for the thon current year have been paid up and are in

the bands of the Treasurer, it. shall be lawful for the Governor

Of this Province to issue bis Warrant in favor of such Society

for a sum to be taken out of auy unappropraied moneys in

hie bands of the Receiver, General, equal to three tines the

ainount appearing, by the said afidavil, to be in the hands of

Proviso. thie Treasurer ; Provided that no' grant shall be made unless

twenty pounds be first subscribed and paid to the .Jreasurer;
Proviso. And provided that the vhole arnount granted to any County

Society or to the Societies of any Counity, if more than one be

organized tierein, shall not in any year be more tian two

Proviso. hundred pounds ; And provided always that hie separate So-

ciety constituted as per section eleven, shall not be au-

thorized Io reccive more than one haIf of the grant given

to the County Society.

XV. The Board of Agriculture shall receive from Govern-

nIVision or ment and pay over to the Socielies, the public money to whicl

h the they arc respectively entitleci, and if two Societies be

Bon rEfAgri. org nized in anry County and they together raise a sum excred-
culture. ing twenty pounds, lhe Board shall divide the County Grant

between them in proportion to the amount subscribed and paid

Which m b' eachi and i shiall be lawul for the said Board to retan, for

rWi.ii î "y the use of tie Agricultural Association, one tenth part of all

tenth. such grants.

Penalty for XVI. Any Treasurer or olhier Officer of a Society who shall

alse biaîe make aflidavit before any person authorized by Law to admi-
ment oi sub- nister an oath, that a subscription, or any sumn of money lias

been paid to hin for the Soci >ty, when it bas, not been so paid,

or who shall return any such subscription as a bond fide sub-

scription, knowing the same not to be bondfjde, shall be held to

have committed perjury.
4% 9
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XVII. Every Eluctoral Division shall be deemed a County Electoral Di-
within the meanng of this Act, and ail the provisions hereof visio),s to be

and of former Acts in force relating to Agriculture im Lower .eemed Coun-

Canada, shall apply to sucli Electoral Division ; Provided that
suc*h Electoral Division, whenever it shall not embrace the

limits of a County proper, shall not be entitled to more than
on hailf of the amounit. of the public Grant for a County.

XVIII. Ail sums of money paid to Agricultural Societies Payment and
before the effect ofhis Act, and remainngnexpended i n

the hands of any person, or his hair or representative, who may fnet Treasurer
have been Trea1urer of a former Society, shall by him be paid
over to the Treasurer of the ncw County or other Society,
comprising the territory out of which the former Society was
formed, and shall bc applicd by the Treasurer to whon the

money shall be so paid, or by his successor, to he purposes of
suchi new Society, and if not so paid nay be sued for and
recovered by the new Society as a debt due to lie sanie ; Pro- Proviso: lor

vided also that if there shall be any property real or personal i nrbitration i
the hands of any one Society organized under iis Act, which where more

belonged wholly, or in part, to any other Society organized ii o
under former Acts or under this Act, and comprising the terri. hoiety May

tory or part thereof, out of which the said Society, net enjoying
possession of said property, was formed ; then, and in that case,
the said property, or the value thereof, may be equitably divided

by arbitration to be arranged between the parties, and if the
Society se holding such property shall refuse, or neglect to
arbitrate or to divide the same, or the value thereof, or to com

ply with any award made upon any such arbitration, it shall

be lawful for the Society aggrieved to sue at law and recover

its proportion of the same, or the ainount te which it may be
entitled by any such award, in any Court of Civil Jurisdiction,
and the Minister of Aoricnitlre 'may order the grant of public

roney payable te sucr defaulting Society te be withheld while
sucli default continues.

XIX. Th is Act shall tace eflect on the first day of January, one Act to take
thousand eight hundred and fifty-eight, and the County Somleties ieçt on lot

heretofore estabished in Lower Canada shall receive, for the January,15&

year one theusand eight hundred and fifty-seven, the full grant
to which they would have been entitled if this Act had not
been passed, and as so organized shall continue to exist during
the said year.

XX. The provisions of this Act with regard to Grants, Coun- As to future

tics and Electoral Divisions, conditions of Grants, &c., &c , &e., Counties,&c.

shal- extend te any new Counties or new Electoral Divisions
which may hereafter be forrned in Lower Canada: Provided Proviso.

always, that no new Electoral Division shall be entitled to more
than Two Hundred Pounds.

XXI. The word " subscription," in this Act, shall be held te Iuterpretation
include payment ofthe amount subscribed ás well as the mere clause.

act
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act of subscription, and tlie vords I Electoral Division shall
be lield to meian a Division for purposes of representation in
the Legislative Assernbly.

Publi eÂct. XX[. This Act shal refer to Lower Canada alone.

SCHEDULE A.

Wc, whose names are subscribed hereto, agree to form our-
selves into a Society urder the provisions of the Act of the
Legisiature (here tate the title and date qf this Act) Io bc called
the County of (name of County) Agricultural Society, (or if
there be a Soci'tp already orga'nized under is Act in ite said
County, add thévords I' number tWo," rthece" o7. four, as the
case may be, and state the part or section (f, the County I whi /1
its operations are intended to be confined.)

And we hereby severally agree to pay to the Treasurer,
yearly, wlile ve continue Members of the Society, the surn set
opposite ourrespective names, and we agree to guve wrtten
notice to the Secretary whenever ve rmay wvislh to withdraw
frorm the Society, and we further agrce to conform to the Rules
and By-laws of the said Society.

N A M SE S d.

SCHEDULE B.

County of to wit

1, A. B., offthe County of Treasurer (0r other
oficer) of the County of Agniultural Socicty (nt
-ervo threc or four as the case maj be,) make oath arud sar
fiat there arc forty (or as t/e case may be) Members belonging
to D.'s Society who have paicd their subscriptions for the present,
year, and that there is now Ili ry bands the sum of
being the produce of sucli subscriptions, ready bo be disposed
of according to Law.

A. B.
Sworn before me, this day of ,one

thousand eight hundred and fifty.
CA D.
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