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CAP. LXXVIII.

An Act to secure the more efficient Auditing of the
Publie Accounts.

[Assented to 19th -May, 1855.]
Preamble. HEREAS it is expedient ihat provision should be madeW Y for the more speedy and eflectual Audit of the Public

Accounts of this Province: Be it therefore enacted bv the
Queen's Most Excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and
consent of the Legislative Council and of the Legislative
Assembly of the* Province of Canada, constituted and assen-
bled by virtue of and under the authority of an Act passed in
the Parliament of the Uniied Kingdom of Great Britain and
Ireland, and intiimled, An Act to re-unile the Provinces of
Upper and Lower Canada, aid for the Government of Canada,
and it is hereby enacted by the authority of the same, as
follows:

Board of Audit I. Lt shall and may be lawful for the Governor, by Letters
ma1ue, coi Patent under the Great Seal of this Province, to constitue and
fur what pur- appoint, during pleasure, a Board of Audit, whose duty it shallpose. be, nnder 1he direction and supervision of the Inspector General

of this Province, from tirre 10 time, Io report to the said In-spector General on any Accounts laid before them, as heiein-
after provided.

Of whou ta I. The said Board shall consist of the Deputy Inspectorcoflsist. General, who shall be Chairman thereof, and the Commis-
sioner of Customs for ihe time being, and an Auditor to beappointed by the Governor of this Province.

Salary of Au- III. The said Auditor shall receive a salary of not more thanfive hundred pounds per annum, and shall be ineligible for aseat in either Branch of the Legislature.

TDuties of De- IV. Lt shail be the duty of lhe Deputv Inspector General, orputy Inspector in his iempo absence through illness or otherwise of
General with
regard to snch person as the Governor in Council may appoint asPublic Ac- one of the Board of Audit, to examine and report upon everycounts. application for or issue of Money Warrants,-to countersiga al

Provincial Debentures, Receiver Generai's Cheques and Re-
ceipts,-to Tee a Debenture Booknwhich shah contain a
record and description of ail Debentures now outstandino or to
be issucd, sheuving the claie of issue, period of redemption,
whîen cancelled, and paymient of interest,-and an lnterest

To lceep an Account,-îo classify and keep postcd up a Book, Io be cailedappropriation The Appropriation look, containing an account, under separate
Book; and
what it sn and distinct ieads, of every appropriation of Public oney,shew. whether permanent or temporary, entering under each headthe

amounts drawn on account of such appropriation with the dateand name of the parties to whom Warrants are ssued; and
Nvheii
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when any such appropriation shall be exhausted, 'o notify the
same to the Governor and to the Department having supervision
over the service on account whereof such appropriation has
been made,-to examine and Audit the various Accounts con-
nected with the Administration of Justice in Upper and Lower
Canada, the Accounts current of the Officers of Customs and
Excise,-and to keep the Accounts of all Special Funds, as
well as the Public Accounts of the Province.

V. It shall be the'duty of the Commissioner of Customs, as Duties of
one of the Board of Audit, to examine and check the Returns Cnrvrnissioner1 of Customs.
of the Officers of Customs and Excise.

VI. It shall be the duty of the Auditor to examine, check. Duties ofthe
and Audit the Accounts and Expenditure of the Department of Auditor.

Public Works, and all Contracts made by or with that Depart-
ment,-and also those of the Crown Land Depariment, the Whataccounts
Post Office Department, and of the Bureau of Agriculture and heshall exa-
Statistics,-those of ail Provincial Asylums, Hospiials, Peni- ne.
tentiaries and Prisons,-of the University of Toronto, Upper
Canada College, and of the Superintendents of Educatioti for
Upper and Lower Canada ; also, all Accounts connected with
the ýAdjutant Generals Department and the organization and
maintenance of the Provincial Militia and Police, Quarantine
and Emigration,-to keep a Register of Bank Noies issued and To keep Re-of th Fre Bankng Ats, ister f BankSecurities held under the provisions of the Free Banking Acts, tes, "a
and to examine the Returns and Siatements of all Savings mine Return
Banks, chartered and other Banlis of the Province,-to examine, of savings
check and Audit the Accounts of all Institutions or Esiablish- Banks, &c.

ments, whether educational, charitable, scientifie, or otherwise,
which derive their entire support from Public Moneys, and
generally to examine 'and Audit Accounts of all Institutions,
Bodies, Establishments or Parties supported from Public Funds,
and not hereinbefore specially mentioned.

VII. Ail Accounts, after having been so Audited in their Further revi-
several departments, shall be revised by the Board, or any sion of ac-
two of them, and by them reported to the Inspector General for cou ?Au-
his final revision and approval. dit.

VIII. It shall also be the duty of the said Board to examine Examining
and cancel Land Scrip and Debentures redeemed, the Board nd carel-

l in-r Land
being assisted in examining and canceiling such Scrip by the Sc1p and
Commissioner of Crown Lands, and in examining and cancel- ]ebentures.
ling such Debentures, by the Receiver General; and the Board
shall meet at least once in each rmonth for the purposes men-
tioned in this Section.

IX. All Public Moneys, from whatever source of revenue How money
derived, except the Post Office Department, and all Moneys rereived for
forming part of Special Funds ad ministered by the Provincial publi, pur-
Government, shall be paid to the credit of the Receiver General poes shaWbe

of
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paid in and of the Province, through such Banks or Parties as ihe Governor
deposited in .Council shall from time to lime direct and appoint ; and

Certificates of such deposit, in duplicate, shall be taken by the
party making the saime, and transmitted, one to the Receiver
General, the other to the Depariment to wbich the payment
relates.

Depositfnc>- X. Everv Officer ofthe Customs or Excise in this Province,
ney recive~dbey O ifcers d recciving rnoriey for the Crow,ýn, shall deposit flie same in bisby Officers of
Custonis or name Of office, from iine tô lime, in such Bank as the Goveror
Excise. in Council shah appoint, and nomoncy so dcposited %albe

paid out aglaini, except for the purpose of being placed lo the cre-
For what Pur- dit of the Recciver General, cn the written oider or check of such

Se"'y" Officer so depositing, or b-is Sýucces!sor, to whrlom tbc I3ank shalldrawvn out1
g-rant a Certificate in dulicaie of its being .o crcdiîed ; and

Books to be everv sach Oflicer shah kccp bis Cash-book Written up daily;
alwàys ready and a11 the Books, Accounts and Papers of such Ofhicer shahfor inspecion. at ai] tinies during office hours be open t0 the inspection and

examination of the Superintendcnt, or other Olliccr or Person
whom t e Inspector Gerieral hay authorize sm inspet hir
examene the same.

PublicMafneys XI. The expenditure of Monceys ont 0filhe Public Chest shalle paid oui ashallapi bn made ncheck on some upon the Warrant of
only on Wzar- vasbBn,
ranp, a aid by the Governor ex Conecil, such check being signed by the
Check Receiver General and eountersigned y the co General,

or ticr respective Deputies thereuno duly auhorized.

Institutions XII. Ail Institutions and Estabishments wholly supported
wholly sup- by Publich gaics, ,shall render quasîerly (and ofener if required
ported by byrth Inspector Gencral) thieir Accounts in dolait for the pur-Public Gtants hie
te rendez a n- pose of being Audied, accornpanied y proper vouchers for
cozints quar- the expenditure of fe hrîoneys received by thern outi of the
ter1y. Public Chest ; and in ai cases when siich Accounis are

irreular insufficient or not renderd to bis satisaction, the
Inspector General shaG cal upon the parties to supply tic
ommission or correct the irregularit uspend any

PublicMoneys~ ~~~~~~~ý X ThexedtrofMny ouafthnd li hs shall

further adances to suc nstitution or Estoablisrent until
orch Accounts sapi have been properly fu tiszed.

Reports of XII. The Siupertintendents cf Com won Schools in Upper
Suhernlyn s-and Lower Canada, shall ma e i eir (Reofs yearly on or
dents ofn Com- i
mon shools. benre of Thirtieth day of Januiy in each ycar, and a l other

Institutions, Associations, Establishments and Bodies deriving
Other Institu- wIoly or in part their support f oin th rtiest shal trans-

uit I the n rLof Auhit Insition or eFtifeenh o u Janiary
Whatsuchin cvery voar, fal! an d complote rep.or-ts, of .thleir condition, mnana-

rehccuts shaavd eprogrss it such staistical urn sha fro
contain. iIe II tine be roquired by ife Covonor in Councin, sueh

reports ad returns shall consis of tuhe foiowinr particulars:

EInUCATroiAL
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EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS.

1st. The composition of the governing Body;

2ndly. The number and names of the Professors, Teacher or
Lecturers

Srdly. The number of persons taught distinguîshing those
under sixteen years and those above sixteen

4tbly. The general course of instruction and the books used;

5thly. The annual cost of mainaining such institution and
the sources from which the means are derived.

LITERARY OR SCIENTIFIC INSTTTUTIONS.

lst. The prominent objecis of the Institution

2ndly. The numnberof volunes in their Library, their subjects
generally, and their value;

Srclly. The nature and value of their apparatus;

4thly. The number and subjecti of Lectures delivered within
the year then last past;

5thly. The number of members onà the books;

6thly. The revenues of the Institution exclusive of Provincial
aid.

CHARITABLE INSTITUTIONS AND ASYLUM$.

lst. The governing Body;

2ndly. The special objects of the Institution, its revenues
exelusive of Provincial aid;

Srdly. The nuinber of persons admitted, relieved or discharged
within the then last twelve ioziths and the nurnber remaining
under trealment or care.

XIV. The Treasurer or Chamberlain of every Municipality Returns to be
for whicli any sum of noney shall have been raised on the made yearly
credit of the Consolidated Municipal Loan Fund, shall, so long ,tearr
as any part of such sum, or of the interest 1hercon, shall remain tiesowingno-
unpaid by such Municipality, transmit to the Board of Audit neysecuredon
on or before the Fifteenih day ofJanuary lu ecry year a Return "iidaed
certified on the oathiof such Treasurer or Chamrberlain bcfore Loau Fund.
sone Justice of the Peace, coniaining the amount cf taxable

property
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property in suct Municipality accord ing to the then last Assess-
ment Roll or Rolls,-a true Account of all 1he Debts and Lia-
bilities of such Municipality for every purpose, for the then last
year,-and such further information and particulars witlh regard
to the liabilities and resources of such Municipaliiy, as the
Govemor in Council may from time to time require.

Penalty on XV. If any Corporation, Officer or Person shall refuse orpaies neect o transmit any Account, Statement or Return, withtransmittin glett rnmtayAcut ttmn rRtrwî
accounts a3 the proper vouchers, to the Officer or Department to whom
hereb re- he is hereby required to transmit the same, on or beforequire. the day hereby appointed for the transmission thereof, such

Corporation, Officer or Person. shall for such refusal or
neglect forfeit and pay to the Crown, for the publie uses of
this Province, the sum of twenty-five pounds, Io be recovered,
with costs, as a debt due to the Crown, and in any Court andin any way in which debts to the Crown can be recovered;
and in any action for the recovery of such sum, it shall be
sufficient to prove, by any one witness or other evidence, that
such Account, Statement or Return ought to have been trans-mitted by the Defendant, as alleged onthe part of the Crown
and the onus of proving that the same was so transmitted
shall rest upon the Defendant.

Notification to XVI. Whenever the inspector General shall have reason topersons ne- believe tiat any Officer or Person has received money for-the
over mony Crown, or for which he is accountable to the Crown, or has inreceived for his hands any public money applicable to any purpose, and
publc p-has not paid over or duly applied and accounted for the

same, lie mav direct a notice to such Oflicer, Person, or to his
representative in case of his death, requiring him within a time
1o be therein named, and not less than thirty nor more than
sixty days from the service of such notification, to pay over,apply and account for such money to the Inspector General or
to the Oßicer to be mentioned in the notification, and to
transmit to him the proper vouchers that lie has so done: such
notification shall be served by the Sheriff of the District or
County where the service shall be made, or his Deputy, by
delivering a copy to the Officer or Person to whom it is
addrcssed, or leaving it for him at his usual place of abode;
and the returli of the Sheriff with an affidavit of such service,
shall be conclusive evidence thereof.

Proceedingvs
inst edy acXVIL If such Officer or Person shall fail to pay over, apply orperson account for such money, and to transmit such vouchers as afore-

fusiti to corn. said within the time limited by the notification served on him,ply with such the Inspector General shall state an account as between suchDutification. Oflicer or Person and the Crown in the matter to wvhich the
notification relates, charging interest from the service thereof,
and shall deliver a copy thereof to the Attorney or Solicitor
General, and such copy shall be sufficient evidence to support
any information or other proceeding for the recovery of the

amount
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amount therein shewn to be in the hands of the Defendant, as a
debt due to the Crown, saving 10 the Defendant the righit o
plead and give in evidence all such matters as may bè legal
and proper for his defence; but such Defendant shall be liable Liability of
to the costs of such information or proceeding, whatever be the Detendants Io
judgment therein, unless he shall prove that before the time Cos•
limited in such notification he had paid overor applied and
duly accounted for the money therein mentioned, and trans-
mitted the proper vouchers with such account, or unless he be
sued in a representative character, and be not personally liable
for such rnoney, or to render such account.

XVIii. Whenever any such Officer or Person as aforesaid Proceedings
shall have transmitted an Account, either before or after notifi- against per
cation as aforesaid, but without vouchers or with insufficient sons transmit-
vouchers for any sum for which he shall therein take credit, the wtnous
Inspector General May notify such Officer or Person, in the cientvouchers.
manner mentioned in the next preceding Section to transmit
vouchers, or sußicient vouchers, within thirly days after the
service of the notice; and if such vouchers be not transmitted
within that time, the Inspector General may state an account
against such Officer or Person, disregarding the sums for which
he may have taken credit but for which -ie has transmitted uo
vouchers or insufficient vouchers, and deliver a copy of such
Account to the Attorney or Solicitor General, and such copy
shall be suflicient evidence to support an information or other
proceeding for the recovery of the amoint therein shewn to be
in the bands of the Defendant, saving to ihe Defendant the
right to plead and give in evidence all such matters as may be
legal and· proper for his defence ; but such Defendant shall be Liability of
liable to the costs of such information or proceeding, whatever Defenaants to
be the judgrnent therein, unless the vouchers lie shall have COsts.
transmitted wit hin the time limited by the notice served on him,
or before such service, shall be found of themselves sufficient
for his defence, and for his discharge from al] sums demanded
of him: the said notice shall be served and the Sberiff's return
of service shall be of' the like effect as provided in the next
preceding Section with regard to the notice therein mentioned.

XIX. If by reason of any malfeasance, or of any gross care- Persons em-
lessness or neglect of dutv, by any Officer or Person emploved loyedto col-
in the collection or management of the Revenue, or in collect- lect Public

- oMpey to be
.ing or receivmg any moneys belongmg to the Crown, for the responsible for
publie uses of the Province, any sum of' money shall be lost to losses from
the Crown, such Officer or Person shall be accointable for their falea-

,,Sance or ETOSSsuch sum as if he had collected and received the same, and i neglet, &c.
may be recovered from him on proof of such malfeasance, gross
carelessness or neglect in lîikemanner as if he had so collected
and received it.

XX. If any officer or person shall have received public money Unapplied
for the purpose of applying it to any specific purpose, and Public Money

shall
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to be payable shah fot have so applied it within the lime or in the ranner
back to the provided by law, or if any person having heId any pblie
Receiver Go-Reci~~~iver Ge- ~office and having, ceae to bk le ae~ hv n
neral on sh ha n
demand of the bands any public money receivec by him as suel officer for the
Inspector Ge- purpose of being applied to any spccific purpose to:which he

eraL. shall not so have applied it, sci oficer or person sha be
deemed to have received such money for the aron for the
publie uses of the Province, and may be noified by athe Is-
pector General to pay such suin back 10, the Receiver General,

Recovery i and the sane may be recovered from hin as a deb to the
pot so paid. Crows, in any manner in wnich debs to the Crowhc may
be recovered, and au equal sun may ib the ineantime be ap-
plied to the purpose to which such sum ought to have been
applied.

Board of Au- XXI. The said Board of Audit shall have full power and
dit nay exa- authority to examine any person on oath or affirmation on any
on oath. matter pertinent to any Account submitted to it for Audit and

such oath or affirmation may be administered to any person by
any Member of the Board.

Board of An- XXII. A ny Member of the Board may on behalf thereof apply,ditrnaebtain in term or in vacation, to any Judge of the Superior Court forSuhypouas from
the Superior Lower Canada, or of eitner of the Superior Courts of Law in
Courts in Upper Canada, for an order that a subpæna be issued from the
ehep said Court, commanding any person therein named to appear
vince. before the said Board at tlhe time and place mentioned in such

subpena, and then and tlere to tcstify to all matters within his
knowledge relative to aniy Account submited to the said Board,
and (if tihe Board so desire) to bring with him and produce to
the Board any document, palper or thing which he may have in
his possessin relative to any such Account as aforesaid; and
such subpæena shall issue accordingly upon the order of such
Judge; and any such witness may be summoned frcn any part
of this Province whether within or without the ordinary Juris-
diction of the Couí-t issuing the subpænua, in like manner as
witnesses may be so summoned in civil suits.

Board may XX[I. If by rerson of the Jisîarce at wbich any persoli
appoinit comn- IO cde-c s
missioners t oicerquired by the said Board sha reside from

miso:r eîeplace wLcre i1., Siut:ig.are hed orLc.n olrcus htake evidence 1 -o
about accounis Board shah deein il advisable, îhcy rnuy w'sne a Corrirnission,
to be audited under the hands and seals cl anv îwo Meiribers of t1e Board,
by ir. 10 an Offier or Peson therin namcd, epowering pim Io

tae -uel evide ice, and repor the same o then ; and sucrh
Officer or Person, beingfist saree before sone Justice of the
Peace faiiifLily to execute flic duty enzi-msied to himr by sucli1

Badsalde itavsbethymysseaCommission, hli I

Commssonsha, wî hregard ito such evidence, have the samne
powers as te Board oran r thereof would have had if
staeu evidence, and been taen before theni, and rcay, in like
manner, apply Io and obtain from any Judge of ihe Courts
aforesaid a subpena for the purpose of coin pelling the

attendance
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attendance of any person, or the production of any document,
paper or thing before him; and such subpæna shall issue
accordingly on the order of such Judge or such subpæena may
issue on the application of any Member of the said Board, to
compel such attendance, or the production of any document,
paper or thing before such Commissioner.

XXIV. If any person siunmoned in thc manner hereinbefore Penalt on
provided to attend before the said Board of Audit or any Com- persans re-
missioner appointed as aforesaid,shallwithout valid excuse, fail Io to
to attend accordingly,-or, being commanded o produce any subpona.
document, paper or thing in his possession, shall fail to produce
the saie,-or shall refuse to be sworn or to answer any lawful
and pertinent qnestion put to him by the Board or by such
Commissioner, such person shall, for each such offence, forfeit
the sum of Twenty Pounds to the Crown, for the public uses of
the Province, to be recovered in anv manner in which debts
due to the Crown cati be recovered, and may likewise be dealt
vith by the Court out of which the snbpena issued, as havina 1 w 'recover-

refused to obey the process of such Court, and as being guilty
of a contempt tieereof.

XXV. Notlhingc in this Act shail be construed to Wleakzen,,or Act not to
inripair any rernedy whieh the Crown now has for recovering or impair anyyeonainabey aV c

ienge to the-Crown, for the public uses of the Province, and ta 8thc.4
possession o Officer or Person whomsoever, byvirtue

of the Act passed in the eighth year of Her th fjesty' Reig,
and intithled, An At Io provide fosr t re doanagvernent orf the
istonis and ofnatters relative to the ollection of the Provincial
Renrce, or by virtue of any other Act or Law, or to repeal or
impair the eflCet of any provision of the Act last cited.

CAP. LX XIXI.

An Act to, abolish Postage on, Newspape 1rs publishied
withios the Province of Canada , and for other purposes
otiect.ed win the Post Olce Depaiment of this

Province.
[Assented to 9th Mgay 1855.]

usHEREAS papers devoted to the advancement of Ednca- Freovble.
Reetion, Temperance, Science Agricultre and other spe-

cial objects, are now exemipt from, postage ; And whresit
would further materialy aid the diffusion of useful knowledge
to remove ail postal restrictions on the transmission of News-
papers in general, published withinthis Province, and of al
documents prnted by order of either ouse of Parlianent
Be it therefoae enacted by the Qaeen's Most Excellent
M estyy and with the advice and consent of se Legislative
Council and of the Legislative Assembly of the Province of

Canada,
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