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VIL. Any lands which may have been, under the authority.
of the Acts hereinbefore cited, or any of them, accepted in
exchange for lands originally forming part of the Clergy
Reserves in any part of this Province, shall be deemed to
be Clergy Reserves for all the purposes of this Act.

CAP. III.

An Act for the abolition of feudal rights and duties in
Lower Canada. :

[Assented to 18th Decembcr,‘ 1854.]

HEREAS it is expedient to abolish all feudal rights and
duties in Lower Canada, whether bearing upon the
Censitaire or upon the Seignior, and to secure fair compensation
to the latter for every lucrative right which is now legally his,
and which he will lose by such abolition ; And whereas in
consideration of the great advantages which raust result to the
Province {rom the abolition of the said Feudal Rights and
duties and the substitution of a free tenure for that under
which the property subject thereto hath heretofore been held, itis -
expedient to aid the Censitaire in the redemption of the said
charges, more especially as regards those which while they
press most heavily on industry and enterprize, cannot from
their very nature be otherwise made immediately redeemable
without grievous hardship and injustice in many cases:
Be it therefore enacted by the Queen’s Most Excellent Ma-
jesty, by and with the advice and consent of the Legislative
Council and of the Legislative Assembly of the Province of
Canada, constituted and assembled by virtue of and under
the authority of an Act passed in the Parliament of the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, and intituled, Az Act
to re-unite the Provinces of Upper and Lower Canada, and for
the Government of Canada, and it is hereby enacted by the
authority of the same, as follows :

I. The Act passed in the eighth year of Her Majesty’s
Reign, intituled, A7 Act the better to facilitate optional commuta-
tion of the fenure of lands en roture in the Seigniories and Fiefs.
in Lower Canada, into that of franc-aleu roturier, and the Act
passed in the twelfth year of Her Majesty’s Reign, and intituled,
An Act to amend the Act passed in the eighth year of Her
Muajesty’s Reign, intituled, ¢ An Act the better to facilitate
< optional commutation of the tenure of lands en roture in the
¢ Seigniories and Fiefs.in Lower Canada, info that of franc-alew
¢ roturier, shall be and they are hereby repealed in so far as
regards the Seignories to which this Act applies : but deeds of
commutation granted or other things done under them shall
remain in full force and have the same effect as if the said Acts
had not been repealed. o

DETERMINATION
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DETERMINATION OF THE PRICE TO BE PAID BY SEIGNIOR AN®
 CENSITATRE FOR THE COMMUTATION OF TRE TENURE OF THEIR.
PROPERTY. , eSS Bttt S

1L It shall be lawful for the Governor to appoint Commis- Governor to |
sioners under this Act, and from time. 1o time to remove them, appoint Com-
and to appoint others in the place of any so removed, or dying, missioners. -
or resigning office ; ‘and each of the said Commissioners shall,

before entering upon the duties of his office, take and sub-

seribe, before a Judge of the Superior' Court, the following

" oath: , ar ‘

RS 8 S , swear that I will faithfully, and without Their oath of
« partiality, fear, favor or affection, perform 1ny duty as Com- office.
« missioner under the Seigniorial Act of 1854.”

III. The said Commissioners shall receive for their ser- Remuneration. -
vices under this Act, and for their necessary expenses and dis-
bursements, such compensation as shall be allowed to them
respectively by the. Governor, and no other fees or emoluments
whatsoever. : e :

IV. Each of the said Commissioners shall and may act as Commis-
such in any part of Lower Canada, and they shall be aiding §’°t'f'ss;‘i’ act
to each other, so that any one of them, if need be, may con- ?mosia as= -
tinue and complete the work begun by any other of them 5 signed tothem
but subject to this’ provision the Governor may, from time to respectively.
 time, assign the Seigniory or Seigniories in and for which

each of them shall act. - o : :

V. It shall be the duty of each of the said Commissioners They shall
to value the several rights hereinafter mentioned, with regard make2 Sche-
eyt e . - . ST dule of eack
to each Seigniory which shall be assigned to himas aforesaid sejgniory,
by the Governor, and to draw up in tabular form in triplicate, a shewing : -
Schedule of such Seigniory, shewing:- Lo :

1. The total value of the Seigniory, that is to say of all the pro- The total

perty and lucrative rights which the Seignior holds as such, value of the
» 2 Seigniory 3

whether as Seignior dominant of any fief held of him as such
Seignior or otherwise, including in such total value, the value
of the rights of the Crown ; :

9. The value of the rights of the Crown in the Seigniory, in- The value of
cluding the value of the droit de quint, and all other valuable the 853’.}::‘
rights of the Crown therein as Seignior dominent, or by reason therein;
of any reservation. in the original grant of the Seigniory, and
any difference between the absolute value. in franc-alew roturier
of all unconceded lands, waters and water powers.in the Seig-
niory, and appertaining thereto, and the value of the Seignior’s
rights therein, as they may be ascertained by the decisions of
the Judges, under the provisions hereinafter made:;

v

3.
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3. The value ofthe lucrative rights of" the Sercmor dommant
of whom the Seigniory for which the Schedule is made may. be
held, if the Seigniory be an arriére-fief'; ,

-4. The yearly value’ of the Semmonal r10ht< upon each land
that is to say, each parcel of Jand on«rmally conceded as
a separate lot, or actually owned at the time’ of making the
Schedule by a separate person ; entering severally,——the
yearly value of the lods et ventes,—the yearly value (if any) of
the droit de banalité, and of the exclusive right to build mills
in the Seigniory, as dlstmouhhed from the noht to . the water
powers, if such rights be recognized by the decision of the
Judges who are to enquire of the same as hereinafter provided,
but not otherwise,—the 'yearly value of the cens et rentes.and
other fixed rights, and of any other legal charges to which the
land may be subject ; but the droct de retrait shall not be deemed
a lucrative right ;

5. The extent of such land according to the ntle of the owner,
if produced, and whether it is held Tor agricultural purpmes,
or is a mere emplacement or building lot ;. :

6. In determining the Seigniorial charves to which each land
is subject, the Commissioner shall be oulded by the title of the.
owner from the Seignior, subjeet to the decision of the -Judges-
hereinafter menuoned if such decision shall in any way limit
the rights of the Selamor under the said title ; and in the ab-
sence of the title of the owner, the Commissioner shall deter-
mine the extent of the Jand and the Seigniorial charges to which
it is subject by such Books, Plana, proce.s-zerbam,, or -other
secondary evidence as he may be able to procuze ;.

. Each land shall be described in the Schedule by the num-
ber, and concession, under which it stands in the land-roll:
of the Seignior, (or if it bear no such description therein,
then by the best brief designation the Commissioner can assign
to it,) and the name of the owner as it appears on the land-roll,
and in default of information on any of the said pomts,
the Commissioner may describe it in such manner as be may
think most convenient, provided he assign to each land a
separate and distinct number ; ‘

8. The Commissioner shall also include in the Schedule all
lands in regard to which the Seigniorial Rights have been.
commuted, and write opposite thereto the word ¢ Commuted ”-
only.

VL In order todetermine the value of the Seigniorial rights
on lands held er. roture, the Commissioner shall observe the
following rules, namely :

1. The amount of the cens et rentes and annua,l charceq shalL
be taken as the yearly value thereof ; and if any of such rents
‘ or
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for‘ cha_rgés be payable in grain’,: fowls or other provisions or .
fruits of the earth, their average value shall be computed ac- = =

~ cording to the average price of ‘articles of the same kind, taken
from the books of the merchants nearest to the place, or ascer-

. tained ‘in any. other manner the Commissioner shall think -

‘most equitable ; to establish such average year, the fourteen

. years immediately preceding the period at which the valuation :

‘is made, shall be: taken, the two highest and the two lowest

Average year.

¥

‘'shall be struck out, and the average year shall be established

on the ten remaining ‘years; the value of personal labour
(corvées) shall be estimated in the same manner;

9. In order to establish. the yearly value of the casnal
.1ights, an average year of their value shall be computed for
each of the two classes of lands hereinafter mentioned,

upon the ten years immediately preceding the passing of this

Casual rights. ;

Act, and the amount of the valuation of the said average year T

shall be the yearly value of the said casual rights for all the
- lands in the Seigniory of the same class’; and the Commis-
sioners in estimating the yearly value of the lodset veniesin
any Seigniory, shall distinguish those accruing on lands held
as emplacements or - building lots or for other than agricultural
purposes, which shall form one class, from those on lands held
{for agricultural purposes, which shall form another class ; and
the Commissioner shall apportion the yearly value of the lods et
. ventes on each class, upon the lands belonging to ‘that class,
charging each: land with a portion thercof proportionate to its
value with regard to ‘lands held as emplacements or building
lots, or for other than agricultural purposes, and proportionate to

.its extent with regard to lands held for agricultural purposes :

and any renfe expressly charged in any Deed of partial
commutation under the Acts bereby repealed, as an indemnity
to be paid by the Censilaire instead of lods et ventes, shall be
-held to represent the value of the right to lods et ventes on the
land. referred to, and shall be entered -and dealt with in- all
respects accordingly ; L . v

3. In order to establisk the yearly value of the droit de
banalité ‘and the exclusive right of having mills in the Sei-
gniory, (independently of the right to the water power,) if any
such rights be recognized by the said Judges as aforesaid, the
- Commissioner shall estimate the probable decrease (if any). in
the nett yearly income of the Seignior from his mills, to arise
from the loss of ‘'such right, and the said sum shall be deemed
the yearly value of suchright, and shall be apportioned upon
the lands subject to the said right in proportion to their extent ;

4. Any other rights shall ‘be valued according to the revenue
~or profits which may have accrued therefrom to be ascertained

Value of lods
et venteson’ :
agricultural
lands and on
emplacements
1o be distin-~
guished. .-

ch_w"appoi-
tioned.

As to renfe
representing
lods et ventes
under deed of
commatation.

Droitde
banalité.

Other rights’.‘; Co

by the Commissioner in-such manner as he ‘shall deem most : S
“equitable, and shall be charged upon the lands subject thereto . -

- respectively; -

;“5’.‘
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Yearly value 5.k The yearly value of each class of rights —upon’éach land, -

of all rights. to 5 B = g -
e onvorted shall become a rente constriuée charged upon the same as the

into a rente compensationpayable to -the Seigniorvthereof,v and the total

onstitufe, on -amount - of such renfes constituées on any land, after the

eachland  geduction to be made . therefrom as hereinafier provided,’
shall be payable to the Seignior yearly, at the. time and

Whenpayable. place where the cens el rentes on such land are now payable,

‘ unless it be otherwise agreed between the Seignior and the
Censitaire, and shall accrue from the day on which notice of
the deposit of the Schedule of the Seigniory shall be given in
the Canada Gazette; on which day the present cens et Tentes
and. -other -annual - charges wupon the land shall cease to

As to broken 2CCTUE and both they and the rentes constituées under this Act

periods. shall accrue rateably for ‘any broken period less than a year,
during which they may exist ; : ' :

Valueofthe 6. The value of the rights of the Seignior Dominant in any
rights of Sel- - grriére-fief, shall form the capital of a rente constituée payable
goior domi- - o, . P
B to be the yearly by the Seignior of the arriérefief, on the day of the
eapital ofa  date of the publication in the Canada Gazette of the notice of
ente conely, the deposit of the Schedule of such arriérefief, and accruing
1o him. from the day of such publication ; but out of the moneys coming
to the Seignior of the arriéreief, from the Provincial aid herein-
tﬂh? %ﬁfg i';o_ after mentioned, a sum bearing the same pproportion to the whole
vided by this - of such moneys as the value of the rights of the Seignior Dom-
Act. nant in such arriére-fief bears to the value set upon the Seigni-
orial rights of the Seignior servant in such arriérefief, shall
-belong to the Seignior Dominant, and his- said rente constituée
shall be diminished by the amount of the yearly interest at
six per cent per annum, of the sum so coming to him out of
the said Provincial aid ; , [

f}‘f{l‘:‘&%ﬁ 7. And in estimating the value of 'the casual rights of the *

how valued. Crown in relation to each Seigniory, the Commissioner shall be

guided, as nearly as possible, by the same rules as are hereby
prescribed for the determination of the yearly value of the

casual rights of the Seigniors.

Notice by the  VII. Before beginning to prepare the Schedule for any
g°mm‘55‘°“e’ Seigniory, the Commissioner entrusted with that duty, shall
efore com- . ] N Sy .
mencing his  §1V€ public notice of the place, day and hour, at which he will
iuquiry. begin his inquiry ; and such notice shall be ‘made by pla-
cards and publications in the English and French languages,
at the door of every parish Church in such Seigniory, during
four consecutive Sundays at the conclusion of divine service
in the forenoon, or by placards in both languages, posted
during four consecutive weeks, in the most frequented place

in any Seigniory in which there shall be no church.

Hemay enter  VIIL It shall be lawful for the Commissioner to enter upon
upon lands for

the purposes all lands situate in the Seigniory the Schedule whereof is to be-

of the inquiry. made by him, in order to make such examination thereof as
- may.
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- may be necessary, without his being subject in respect thereof to
any obstruction or prosecution, and with the right to command

' the assistance of all Justices, Peace Officers and others, in order
to enter and make such examination, in case of opposition. -

 IX. The said Commissioners, and each of them separate- Powers of the
1y, shall have full power-and authority.to examine on oath any. ggnﬂmm_; o
~person who shall appear before them, orany.of them, either asa ing informa-
- party snterested or as a witness, and to summon before them, or tion. - '
any of them, all persons whom they or any of them may deem
it expedient to examine upon the ' matters subject to their con- . .
sideration, and the facts which they may require to ascertain in
order to carry this Act. into effect, -and to.require .any such
person to bring with him and produce before them orany ofthem
“any Book, Paper, Plan, Instrument, Document or thing men-
tioned in such summons, and necessary for the purposes of this :
_:Act: And if any person so summoned-shall refuse or-neglect Punishmeat of
~ to appear before them, or before the Commissioner who shall‘l{'ﬂ‘wtns fef"‘r i
‘have summoned him, or appearing, shall refuse to answerfa.ny;';’t%,:,;g?
lawful question put to him, or to produce any such Book, Paper, or to give in. -
Plan, Instrument,” Document -or thing whatsoever which may formaton.:
‘be in his possession, and which he shall ‘have been required
by such summons to bring with him or to produce, such person
shall for every such refusal or neglect incur a penalty of not less
than ten nor more than fifty pounds currency, payable to.Her
* Majesty, to be recovered with costs upon summary plaint by such
Commissioner before any Judge of the Superior or Circuit
" Court, and in default of immediate payment shall, .by warrant
of such Judge, be apprehended and committed to the Commen
Gaol gf the District for a period not exceeding one calendar
- montn. o s R, :

'X. Whenever the Commissioner' charged with. the:making Value may be
of the Schedule of a Seigniory shall be of opinion that the rules estimated by
prescribed in this Act for determining any value which he.is ,eg{;gg‘d‘g, ’
hereby required to determine, -do not-form' an-equitable basis Seigniors or -
for determining the same, or when the Seignior, or not less “Censitaires. .
~ than twelve Censitaires of the Seigniory, shall call upon the
said Commissioner in writing, within a period not exceeding -
eight days after the day fixed for the commencement of the How such .
‘inquiry by the Commissioner, requiring that experts be ap- {,?:;‘;oﬁfli :
pointed to determine the value of the Seigniorial rights therein, RIS
the said Commissioner shall call a public meeting of the
Censitaires of the : Seigniory, at such.place therein, and on
such day and at such hour, as shall be specified in the public
notice thereof, which he shall give in the manner prescribed by
this Act with respect to the commencement of his inquiry, for
the purpose of appointing two- experts, one of whom shall be
appointed by the Seignior and the other shall be elected by the
_majority.of the Censitaires present .at such :meeting ; and in
“case the: Seignior or his agent, shall not be present at.the '
'said meeting; or being - present, ‘'shall refuse or neglect to.
SR \ i ARk ‘ .appoint
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appoint an expert, the said Commissioner shall appoint one on |

behalf of the - Seignior, and such evpert shall have the same .= -
powers as he would have had if he had been ‘appointed by
1he Seignior,;andin ‘the -event of the Censitaires refusing or

neglecting to appoint an expert on their behalf, the . Commis-
sioner shall in like manner appoint an expert to act for them.

2. The two experts s¢ appointed shall have and exercise the

same powers with respect o the valuation of the Seigniorial
rights as could be exercised by the Commissioner himself, ex-
cept that they shall not in any case be bound by the rules afore-
said ; and the said two ezperts shall appoint 2 third expert, .
but in case the two experts shall not agree upon the person
to be the third expert, “then . any Judge of - the Superior
Court in the District in ‘which the Seigniory or the greater
part thereof lies, shall, on the application of- either expert,
after three clear days’ notice to the other, appoint such third
expert : and the sums fixed by any two of such experts as the
yearly value of the Seigniorial rights respectively, shall be
taken by the Commissioner as the value thereof, and shall be
apportioned by him in the manner hereinbefore prescribed,
upon or among the lands subject to such rights ; “and the Com-
missioner shall mention in the Schedule that ‘the value was
determined by Ezpertise. e

3. Provided that when the Seignior and the Censitaires SHBIL

agree to appoint and elect, or shall appoint and elect one and
the same expert, such sole expert shall ‘have the same powers -
as the three experts would have had, and his decision shallbe
final: And provided also, that the Commissionér may be ap-

pointed either third expert or sole expest. s

4. Tn the event of one of the said ezperts dying, becoming in-.
capacitated, or refusing to act, the appointment or election of
another in his stead shall be- proceeded with in the' manner-
above prescribed, excepting that it shall not be necessary: to call
a public meeting of the Censitaires for the appointment of-an.
expert in the stead of the person Tepresenting the Seignior;
but if the Seignior refuse, or neglect during: eight daysto
appoint another ezpert, after having been required so to do by
the Commissioner, the Commissioner shall appoint an expert
on behalf of the said Seignior. I n

5. If the Commissioner be appointed third  expert or sole
expert, then if he be prevented from acting by any eause, the °
Commissioner who shall be directed by the Governorto con-
tinue the proceedings in the Seigniory, shall be thixd expert or
sole expert in the place of the former Commissioner. . :

6. The said experts shall be entitled to }eceive, out kof";the
fands provided by this Act, such fees as the Commissioner shall
deem proper to lax, provided that they do not exceed the s&l{gn of

' teen
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fifteen shillings for each day of necessary attendance: And commissioner
the said fees shall be paid by the Receiver General upon the excepted.
certificate of the Commissioner. D I S EE T oa E LTI NS SIS

. ' XI. The said Commissioner, immediately after the making of Notice that
the Schedule of a Seigniory, shall give eightdays’ public notice. 5°h§‘§“f1‘31:‘ ;
in the manner prescribed by the seventh Section of this Act, that ;;c{w:r o
suck Schedule will remain. open for the inspection of the Sei-
gnior and the Censitaires of the Seigniory during the thirty days
following the said notice; and during that time the Commis- Inspection, ,
sioner may correct -any error and supply any omission which and correction
may be pointed out to him by any party interested, or which of errors.

* shail come to his knowledge in any other manner, but he shall

not alter any value determined by expertise without the consent
of the majority of the experts or of the sole expert ;

2. The proprietor.or possessor of the Seigniory may appear Whomay ap-
either in person or by his agent, before the Commissioner, for peartodemaud
the purpose of having any error corrected which may bave crept Sorrections...
into the said Schedule ; and for the like purpose the. Censitaires '
of the Seiguniory may appear bejore the said Commissioner by
their agent to be appoinied by a majority of the Censitaires of
the Seigniory present ata meeting called for that purpose by. any
three or more of the Censitaires thereof, eight days’ public notice

thereof having been previously given in the manner prescribed D
in the seventh Section of this Act; ; Doy

3. But no Schedule shall be completed until the Judges of schedule not
the Special Court shall have given judgment upon the Questions to be com-
10 be submitted to them as hereinaiter mentioned ; and in the ‘gi‘:;mo“r‘,‘s‘“
‘event of any of the decisions pronounced by tbe said Special Rights are
Court, being reversed or altered upon appeal to the privy Coun- decided. -
cil, the Commissioners forming the Court of Revision of Sche- ;
dules hereinafter mentioned shall alter and ‘amend the Sche-
dules accordingly ; ' ' R

- XIL It shall" be lawful for the Governor, by -letter under Four revising

the signature of the Provincial Secretary,: 10 select ‘from :the‘smmjst'rb i
Commissioners 5o to be appointed, four of their number,. of e
whom any three shall forma Court for the revision of Schedules
‘made under this Act, and in like manner from time to.time 1o
remove them and to- appoint: others in the place of ‘any so
removed, dying, resigning office or being incapacitated to act;

selected.

Three to sit.

2. The decision of any two of the Commissioners so selected, dTW% may
whether the others be present or not, on any matier relating to “°*%% .
the revision of any Schedule made under this Act, shall be final';*

‘3. In making such revision the ‘Commissioners shall proceed They way
summarily, but they may order any evidence to be :gldduced‘fie‘luire evi-
which they may think requisite to enable them to pronounce a. sace: ‘
correct decision, and for that purpose shall have ‘the same  :
powers as in making a Schedule; Db el
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" 4. No Commissioner so selected. shall sit in revision of any

Schedule made by him ;

5. 'And no revision of any Séhedtﬂe shall be allowed‘unle'ss
application be made for the same within fifteen days_from the

‘expiration of the time allowed under the: Eleventh Section of -

this Act.for the correction thereof by the Commissioner by
whom it was made ; and every such application shall be made

by a Petition presented on behalf of the party interested to

the Governor, specifying the objections made to such Schedule

and the amendments demanded, and praying for the revision
thereof ; : S '

6. Upon the receipt of any such Petition, the Provincial
Secretary shall refer the. same 10 the . Commissioners forming
the Coust of Revision aforesaid, whose duty it shall be, after
having given eight days’ notice in the manner provided by the
seventh Section -of this Act, to proceed to revise the Schedule
therein mentioned, and if they find any errorto correct the same,
in so faras, but no farther than, it shall have been so specially
objected. to ; but they shall not alter any value determnined by
expertise without the consent of the majority of the experts or of
the sole expert ;

7. The said Court of Revision may award and tax costs
against any parly who may in their opinion have demanded
or opposed the revision of the Schedule without reasonable
cause, and such costs may be recovered on the certificate of -
any one of the said Commissioners as a debt due by the party
against whom they shall have been awarded, to the party in
whose favour they have heen taxed. ‘

XIfI. As soon as the Schedule of a Seigniory shall - be
completed in the manner hereinbefore provided, the Com-
missioner who shall have made it shall transmit a triplicate
thereof to the Receiver General of this Province ; he ‘shall
deposit another triplicate in the office of the Superior Court ixx
the District in which the Seigniory is situate, or if such Sei-
gniory be situate in two Districts, then in the office of  the said-
Court in that District in which the greater part of such Seigniory
is sitnate ; and shall retain the other triplicate in' his hands
antil it shall be otherwise provided by law ;. and he shall give:
public notige of his having so deposited the same, in the terms
of the form A, arnexed to this Act, or in other terms of like
import, in the English and French languages in the Canada
Gazette, or other newspaper recognized as the Official Gazette
of the Province, and in at least one newspaper published in the
District in which such Seigniory or the greater part thereof is
situate, or if there be no newspaper published in such Distriet,
such notice shall be so published in the nearest District where-
in one or more newspapers are published. And the Clerk of
the Superior Court shall furnish copies of or extracts from such

: : Schedule.




1854 Seigniovid Actof 1854 Cap.3. 19

 Schedule duly certified in the usual form, to any person apply  (urnished.
ing for' the sanie, and may demand three pence currency for s
“every hundred words or figures in any such copy or extract ; Fee therefor.
and hie shall also furnish one copy of every such Schedule on

demand ‘to the Seignior of the Seigniory to which it relates; .

and the costs thereof shali be paid out of the funds provided by o
this Act’; and all such copies and extracts, whether in words Their legal

or figures, shall be deemed authentic, and shall serve as primd effect:

facie proof of all matters therein set forth. ol

ABOLITION OF FEUDAL RIGHTS AND DUTIES.

XIV. Upon, from and after the date of the publication in the Upon the
Canada Guazetle, or other Official Gazette as aforesaid, of a P}‘I?‘)“mﬁm‘ o
notice of the deposit of the Schedule of any Seigniory as afore- dorosit ofthe
said, every Censilaire in such Seigniory shall by virtue thereof Schedule ofa 7

hold hLis land in franc-ulew roturier, free and clear ‘of all Cens,,]be‘%g’t"}’“? sall -

Lods et Ventes, Droit de Banalité, Droit de Retrait and other o be l,e?:ﬂ:

feudal and Seigniorial duties and charges whatever, except the franc-uleu.
. Rente constituée which will be substituted for all Seigniorial

duties and charges; and every Seignior shall thereafter And the Sei-
hold his domain and the unconceded lands in his Seigniory, %;;f?r?nl’e
and all water powers and real estate now  belonging to Quint, & to-
him, in franc-alew roturier, by virtne of this Act, and the the Crown.
same and the Rentes constituées payable to him under this Act
"by his Censitaires, or by any Seignior of whose Fief or Seigniory
he is the Seignior Dominant, shall be held and enjoyed by him
free and clear of all Quént, Relief or other feudal dues or duties
to the Crown or to any Seignior Dominant of whom his Fief or
Seigniory is now held ; subject always, both as regards Seignior L ,
and Censitaire, to the provisions of this Act : Nor shall the Sei- NO}Se‘glg°fi31
gnior as such after the said time be subject to any onerous obliga- fieain o
Tion towards his Censitaires, or be entitled to any honorary rights, be established.
nor shall any land be thereafter granted by any Seignior to be :
held by any other tenure than franc-alew roturier, or subject
to any mutation fines or other feudal dues; -Provided always, Proviso : :
. that no Seignior shall concede or alienate any part of the uncon- f’e{gnl°’f]'ﬂ°t
ceded lands in his Seigniory, until after the notice of the depo- before the
sit of the Schedule thereof has been given as aforesaid, and any Schedule is .

such concession or alienation shall be null and void. © . . °°?"Plfted‘2 ,

XV. But no right which any Seignior may have acquired by Certain ‘
any legal stipulation entered into before the passing of this Act, PIRers 28 2
_ by any deed. subsequent to the deed of concession, to take for wills to
any land for the purpose of using the water power ‘adjoin- remainifmade -
ing the same and belonging to such Seignior,. on paying z{wc’mtl};gsfi‘;id
for such land the full value thereof and of all improvements N
‘thereon, shall cease by reason of the passing of this Act, but the L
same shall remain in full force : Provided always, that the owner Proviso:
of any land ‘adjoining any water power so acquired by the Sei—f&ﬂ?d‘?ﬂmin;
gnior, and not then used by him, may, at any ime after the expi- a water . . -
ration of one year from the passing of this Act, demand the right power may. .
QR T 10 i
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to use such water power from the: Seigaior on paying him the: - '

full value of such right, which value, if not agreed upon, shall

be-fixed by Arbitrators, one to be named by the owner of such = -

land, another by the Seignior, and the third by the other two,
or if they disagree, then by a Judge of the Superior Court or of

the Circuit Court, and the: award of any two of them shall be
conclusive ; and upon payment or sender.tothe Seignior'of the
value awarded, the owner of such tand shall have the right to
use such water power in the manner mentioned in the demand

{hereof and in the said award.

DETERMINATION OF THE LEGAL RIGHTS OF THE 'SEIGNIOR AND
CENSITAIRE.

XVI. And in order to avoid as far as may be possible,
unnecessary expense, uncertainty and delay in the valuation of
the several rights aforesaid, and in the completion of the Sche-
dales of the Scigniories respectively, and all errors as to mat-
ters of law on the part of the Commissioners under this Act, Her
Majesty’s Attorney General for Lower Canada, shall, as soon
as may be practicable after the passing of this Act, frame
such Questions to be submitted for the decision of the Judges of
the Court of Queen’s Bench and of the Superior ‘Court- for
Lower Canada, as he hall deem best calculated to decide the
points of law, which will, in his opinion, come under the con-
sideration of the-said Commissioners, in determining the
value of the rights of the Crown, of the Seignior, and of the
Censitaires, and he shall file a copy of such Questions in the
Ofive of the said Court of Queen’s Bench, and cause a copy
thereof to be transmitted by Post 1o each of the Judges of the

said Courts ;

2. The said Questions shall then be published at least once
a weelk, during six consecutive weeks, in the Canada: Guazelte,
with a mnotice to all concerned that they have been filed as
aforesaid, and are submitted for the decision of the said
Judges; ‘

3. The said Judges shall take the said Questions into consi-
deration, and shall hear the Attorney General, or Solicitor
General, and such Counsel as sach Attorney General or Solici-
tor Genoral may deem it advisable to associate with them, at as
eaily a time as may be practicable after the expiration of thirty
days {rom the last publication of the said Questions in the Ca-
neda Gazetle ; and it shailbe ihe duiy of the said Judgesto give
the consideration of the said Questions and the hearing thereof
such precedence over other matters before them, and to adopt
stch other measures with regard to them, as will ensure a.
decision thereon at as early 2 period as may be conveniently:
practicable ; :

4. Any Seignior may, at any time before the end of the said
period of thirty days aiter the last publication of the said Ques-
tions, or with leave of the said Judges at any “time before the '

‘ “hearing
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‘hearing thereon, cause an appearance to be filed for him in the

‘Office of the Court of Queer’s Bench, in the matter of the said
Questions, and having: caused such. appearance ‘to ke so filed,

shall be entitled to be heard by his Counselupon such Questions, -

and may submit any suppiementary or counter-questions and

may append to every such Question, a ' Staiement of the Pro-

position or Propositions he ‘intends to ‘maintain with regard S
thereto ; but no more than five Counsel shall be heard on Number of
the part ‘of all the Seigriors so appearing except by special Counsel limit-
permission of the Court, and if more claim to be heard, the ** -
Judges shall decide between them which skall be heard ;

5. The Censitaires of any Seigniory acting by their Agenttobe And so may
elected in the manner provided by theeleventh Section of this Act, censitires.
may also in like manner and within a itke delay cause an ap-
pearance to be filed for them in the Cffice of the said Court, and
having so done shall be entitled to be heard by their Counsel
upon the questions filed by the Attorney General as wellasupon
any questions or proposiuons filed by any Seignior, and may
submit supplementary or counter-questions or propositions to
those of the Crown or of any Seignior ; but no more than five gumbe{"{f .
Counsel shall be heard cn the part of all the Censélaires, unless g licait-
by the special permission of the Court, and if more claimto
be heard, the Court shall decide between them which shall
be heard ; .

6. No publication or service of any such supplementary or Capies of
counter-questions or propositions shall be pecessary, but the counter-ques-
same shall be printed, and, when they are filed, at least fifiy 109 ﬁf{l:l’ ‘
copies- thereof shall be delivered to the Clerk of Appeals, 1o all parties.
who shall give copies to the Aftorney General and to the

Advocates appearing for Seigniors or Censituires ;

7. From the expiration of the said thirty days afier the last How the ques-
publication of the said Questions, the matter shall be dealt with ‘Limls Shgi:ll be
by the said Judges, as if an appeal were pending and inscribed e &<
and ready for hearing, in which the said Questions had arisen
for decision, but no case, or pleadings, or other proceeding than

% such as are herein prescribed shatl be required previously to
such hearing ; no technical objection of procedure shall be en-
tertained, and if any question arise as tothe proceedings in any
matter not provided for by this Act, the Judges sitting shall
énstunter make such order therein as shall seerm most equitable
and convenient; : :

8. The decision and opinions of the said Judges shall ‘be Form of
motivées and delivered as in a judgment on a case inappeal in decisions.
which all the Questions had amisen and were put in issue, but
without any further sentence in favor of the Crown the Seig-
niors or the Censitaires, whetheras to costs or otherwise ;

9. The decision so to be pronounced on each. of the said Effect of decis
~ Questions and Propositions shall guide the Commissioners and sioss. - °.
' : ‘ the

|
;
g
|
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the Attorney General, and shall in any actual case thereafter
to arise, be held to have been a judgment in appeal en dernier
ressort on the point raised by such Question, in a like case,
though between other parties; Provided always, that it shall
be competent to the said Judges to render separate decisions
upon any particular question or questions ; And provided also,
that if, as to any such decision, there be any dissentient
Judge, either parly may, within one month, by summary
petition duly notified to the others, appeal from such decision to
Her Majesiy in Her Privy Council ; but otherwise, there shall
be no appeal from any such decision ;

10. The Governor may at any time and from time to time, by
Proclamation, direct a Special Session of the said Judges to
be held at the City of Quebec or at the City of Montreal, and
lo commence on the day to be named for that purpose in such
Proclamation, which shail be issued at least twenty clear days
before the commencement of such Special Session ; and to any
such Special Session all the provisions of the Act constituting
the said Court of Queen’s Bench, and of the law with regard
to the ordinary terms of the said Court (Appeal side) shall
apply ; except that at every such Special Session, nine of the
said Judges shall be a Quorum : and the Questions to Le pro-
posed under this Act, and no other business, shall be taken up
at such Session; and such Special Session shall continue
until no further matter or proceeding relating to this Act shall
be before the said Judges, who shall at such Session form a
special Court for the purposes of this Act; Provided always,
that if for the purpose of holding any term, cither of the
Court of Queen’s Bench or Superior Court, it become neces-
sary to suspend the sittings of such Special “Session, the
Judges shall adjourn such Special Session to the first convenient
day after the close of such term ; and the said Special Court
may, after hearing all parties on the various matters submitted
to them, adjonrn for the purpose of rendering judgment only, to
any day thereafter, on and after which day they may adjourn
for the like purpose; and such adjournments for rendering
judgment may be to any day during or between any terms of the
said Court of Queen’s Bench or Superior Court ; And provided
also, that it shall be Jawful for the Governor, by any proclama-
tion directing such Special Session, to suspend or posipone any
Term or Terms of either of the said Courts, or to alter the duration
thereof ; and also to name any Circuit Judge or Judges, or Bar-
rister or Barristers of at least ten years’ standing at the Bar of
Lower Canada, to be and act as Assistant Judges of the said
Courts, or of either of them, during the pendency of any such
Special Session, and of all adjournments thereot, and for such
term of time before or after as he may deem necessary; and
every person so named shall, for the term of such appointment,
have all the powers of a Judge of the Court whereof he shall
have been named an Assistant Judge, except the powers given
by this Act. The presiding Judge at every such special sessio_r;

shall
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shall be the Chief Justice of the Court‘o‘f 'Queen’s Bench if Special Ses- Lo
present : if absent, the Chief Justice of the Superior Court, and S8 .
in the absence of both ChiefJustices, the Senior of the Puisné
Judges of the Court of Queen’s Bench then present. '

PROVINCIAL APPROPRIATION FOR RELIEF OF CENSITATIRES AND
3 . 'EXPENSES OF THIS ‘ACT. . .. =

XVIL. The emoluments and disbursements of the Commis- Expenses

- sioners who shall be appointed under this Act, with the ex- mnder ﬂ}és Act
penses to be incurred under the same, shall be paid out of “°% P2l
the Consolidated Revenue Fund of this Province, by Warrant

of the Governor: and a sum not exceeding in the whole what Fund for other
shall remain of the amount hereinafter limited after deducting Prpases of
therefrom the said emoluments, disbursements and expenses "° ~"
may likewise be paid out of the said Fund for the purposesof ;
this Act : and it shall be lawful for the Governor in Council to Money may
cause any sum or sums not exceeding in the whole the sum be raised by
required for defraying the expenditure authorized by this Act, Debentures.
to be raised by Debentures to be issued on the credit of the :
said Consolidated Revenue Fund, in such form, bearing such

rate of interest, and the principal and interest whereof shall be

payable out of the said- Fund at such times and places as

the Governor in Council shall think most advantageous for the

public interest: and the moneys so raised as aforesaid shall

make part of the said Consolidated Revenue Fund of this

Province : Provided always, that the total amount of moneys proviso :

to be paid, whether in money or debentures, under this Act, total amount
shall not exceed by more than one hundred and fifty thousand !imited.
pounds, the sum of which the average yearly proceeds of the

other sources of Revenue hereinafter mentioned (upon an

average of the last five years) would be the yearly interest at

six per cent per annum added to the value of the Crown’s rights

in the Seigniories affected by this Act.

XVIII. The moneys arising from the following sources of Special appro-
Revenue, shall be and are hereby specially appropriated to priated money
make good to the said Consolidated Revenue Fund, the amount g‘:":";’c::m‘“
which may be taken out of the same for the purpose of paying .
the sums charged upon it under the next preceding section,
that is to say : - G e

All moneys arising from the value of the rights of the Crown, Crown rights
from droits de Quint and other dues, in or upon the Seigniories in Seigniories.
of which the Crown is Seignior Dominant, and which are to be e
commuted by this Act as such value shall be fixed by the
Schedules of the said Seigniories respectively, and all arrears
of such dues ; : ' : .

All moneys arising from the Revenues of the Seigniory of Lanzon.
Lauzon, or from the sale of any part of the said Seigniory
which may hereafter be sold, and all arrears of such Reve-
nues ; : o : R
All
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Auctionduties. All moneys arising from Auction Duties and Auctioneers’
Lmense: in Lower Canada ;

Shop licenses. All moneys arising in Lower Canada from hcenses to cell
‘ spirituous, vinous or fes rmented Li quers by retail in places other
than places of Public Entertainment, commonly called Shop

or Store Licenses;

Tavern licen- All' moneys which shall arise from Tavern Licenses.in

ses in certain . Lower Canada, after the present charges on that Fund shall

cases. have been paid off, except however such portion of that Fund
as shall be levied in the Townships.

Separate ac- ~ And separate accounts shall be Lept of all moneys arising

counts o be  from the sources of Revenue aforesaid, and of the moneys dis

1‘:2: ‘;‘;‘E;‘ bursed under this Act, aliowing interest cn both sides at the

appropriation then current rate on Plovmc‘al Debenturcs, to the ‘end that if

o Upper  the sums payable out of the Consolidated Revenue Fund

‘anada pur- N

poses. under this Act, shall exceed in the whole the total amount of
the sums arising from the sources of Revenue so specially ap-
propriated and any interest allowed thereon as aforesaid, a sum
equal to such excess may and the same shall be set apait, to
be appropriated by Parlianen tfor some local purpose orpur-
poses in Upper Canada.

ﬁ:“’bff;jb‘;"' XIX. The Speciai Fund constituted as aforesaid for the pur-

aparopriaed  poses of this Act, shall, after dedneting the expenses incurred

snall beap- - ppder this Act, he apprc‘prxa.ted in aid of the Censitaires in

pliclinad  the several Scigniories, in the following manner :
{aires.
Value of 2. The sum to be established as the value of the rights of the

Crownrights Crown in each Seigniory as aforesaid, and the ‘difference
in each Sel-  between the absciute value in franc-aleu roturier of all uncon-
g"fg;ytgg b ceded lands, waters and water powers in the Seigniories and
censitaires - the value oi 'the Seigniors’ rigits therein, shall be appropriated
theein,in i aid of the Censitaires of such Sei gniory in reduction of
o untation the rentes constiludes representing the lods et venfes or other
forlodset . mutation fines therein, by an equeal per centage of reduction

ventes. on each such rente ;

Remainder 3. The remainder of the said Special Fund shall be ap-
among all the portioned by the Receiver General (amongst the several Sei-
proportion to gRiories to which this Act extends,) giving to ex«h an equal per
the chargeson centage on the total amount of the constituted rents established
each- by the Schedule of each such Seigniory, after deducting the
How theaid value of the Crown’s rights therein ; And the sum as.appor-
s'l‘f‘% beap-  tigned to each Seigniory shall be applied by the Receiver Ge-
pheds neral in the following order, which shall be the order of charges
thereon :

'1;0redemqti0n 1st. To the redemption of so much of the said rentes consti-
Of commuS®  yyées representing the lods et ventes or other mutation fines
in
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_in the Seigniory as may remain after the reduction made tion money of
by the application of the value of the Crown’s rights as lodset zentes;
aforesaid, by an equal per centage of reduction. on such’ re-

maining rentes in each case ; : :

1,1854; ©_ Seigniorial Act of ’1’854. ’

2dly. To the redémption of the rentes constituées 1epresenting Of bamality ;
the Banality in the Seigniory, by an equal per centage of reduc-
tion on each such rente; : -

3dly. To the redemption of the rendes constiluées representing of cons ot
the cens et rentes and other charges on lands held for Agricul- rentes exceed-
tural purposes in the Seigniory, by an equal per centage of ;’;ge]ndt',l’“ ;
reduction on each such rente constituée, exceeding the rate of peita
one penny half penny per annum, per arpent ; O ‘

4. The reduction of such rentes constituées shall always be Reduction of
in proportion tothe capital sum applied to effect such reduction, zgfslé{m any
the reduction being equal to the legal interest of such capital ; ™’

5. The sums so apportioned for each Seigniory shall belong Sum appor-
to the Seignior thereof, subject always to the right of the foned o be-
Seignior Doménant, and shall be dealt with in every respect, seign}m,
as moneys paid in redemption of the rentes constituées mentioned
in the Schedule of such Seigniory, subject to the special provi-
sions hereinafter made. , '

APPLICATION OF MONEYS ARISING FROM THE REDEMPTION OF \
‘ SEIGNIORIAL RIGHTS, &C. ;

XX. Every proprietor of a Seigniory who shall have within Oppositions to
his mouvance another or several fiefs, (unless the value of his > fxled}?y. .
rights has been entered in the Schedule thereof ), and every per- 2?;5;‘;2,?‘”“
son having an hypothccary claim on any Seigniory the Schedule Seigniories.
relative to which shall be deposited in the cffice of the Clerk of - '
the Superior Court in the District in which such Seigniory or part
thereof is situate, must, forthe preservation of his privileges,
within six months from the date of the notice in the Canada
Gazette of the deposit of the Schedule of such Seigniory, file
an opposition to the distribution of all moneys arising or which
may arise from the redemption of the Seigniorial rights in such :
Seigniory ; every such: opposition- shall'be filed inthe said Efect and
office and have effect for thirty years, unless sooner withdrawn, g““;‘s’i"tfogf
or by Judgment of the Court dismissed ; and if any such op- PP ’
position be renewed within-a less time than thirty years, the
opposant shall only be entitled 10 the costs of one single op-
position ; and while such opposition shall so remain in force,
any Censiiaire who shall pay the capital or redemption money,
of the rente constituée to the Seignior, shall do so at his peril,
and on pain of being liable to any such opposant for any loss
he may thereby sustain. ' ’

XXI1. “All minors, interdicted persons and married women, What parties:
even 1n the case of dower not'yet open (ron encore ouvert,) and must file op- -
SN i Fo all
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all who have entailed or contingent rights, by themselvesor their
tutors, curators, husbands or others, who may act for them,
shall be also required, for the preservation of their privileges,
to file their opposition. to the distribution of all such moneys
in the manner provided in the next preceding section: but
tutors, curators, husbands or others who shall have neglected
to file such oppositions shall, nevertheless, continue to be res-
ponsible towards the persons under their charge or authority for
any loss which may result from their negligence in the said
behalf.

XXII. If, after the expiration of six months, from the date
of the first publication in the Canada Gazetle of the Notice by
the Receiver General of the Deposit.of the Schedule of the
Seigniory in which such land is situate, the possessor of such
Seigniory produce to the Receiver General a certificate, granted
by the Clerk of the Superior Court for the District-in which -
the Schedule relative to such Seigniory, or a triplicate thereof,
is deposited, stating that there is no opposition to the payment
of the redemption moneys in such Seigniory, the said Receiver
General shall pay to the said Seignior, on his giving a duplicate
receipt therefor, the amount of any moneys coming to such
Seignior out of the Special Fund hereinbefore mentioned,
with ~interest thereon, at six per cent per annum, to be
computed from the date of the said notice, and thereafter the
Seignior shall have full right to receive the price of the rentes
constituées in his Seigniory directly from the Censitaires, and
to deal with such rentes as he shall see fit.

XXIII. Whenever the Receiver General shall have as-
certained the amount of money coming to any Seignior out of
the Special Fund hereby appropriated in aid of the Censitaires,
and there shall be an opposition. filed as aforesaid to the dis-
tribution of such money, the Receiver General shall deposit a
certificate of the said amount in the hands of the Clerk of the
Superior Court in the District wherein the Schedule relative to
the said Seigniory, shall have been deposited;and the said
Court shall make the distribution of the said moneys among the

" opposants, according to the order of their hypothecs, and the pre-

Corporations,
tutors, &e.,

empowered to
pay off the ca-
pital of rentes
constituées

under this Act.

Proviso.

ference of their respective privileges ; and the Receiver General
shall pay the same to the Clerk of the Court to be distributed
according to such order, but the interest on any sum coming to
a Seignior, and in the Receiver General’s hands, shall always
be payable to such Seignior. \ =

XXIV. All persons holding in mortmain, corporations, tutors,
curators and administrators possessing lands held en roture, or
persons holding entailed lands the rentes constituées upon which
may be redeemed with advantage to those whom they represent,
may effect the redemption of any rente constituée under the provi-
sions of this Act by paying the price of redemption out of the
moneys of those whom they represent: Provided that tutors,

curators



. Cap.3. 27
curators and usufructuary proprietors (wsufruitiers) and holders
of entailed lands, observe the formalities required by law: inthe
alienation of the property of the persons whose rights shall be -
represented by them'; but persons holding in mortmain and
corporations shall not be' required to observe any other formality
in or before the redemption of any such rente consiituée than those
prescribed by this Aet. R - e i

1854 - Seigniorial Act of 1854.

XXV. And it shall be lawful for the several religious or Religious
ecclesiastical communities, holding in mortmain Fiefs or §°‘[Té¥“gm“?5.
Seigniories in Lower Canada, ‘to invest from time to time, as s’;ig‘;;;ﬁes
they shall see fit, in any 'lands: or tenements in this Province, may invest
or in agy public or private securities in'this Province, which ;f;g‘“‘;“‘r’;ﬂ .
they shall deem the most advisable or advantageous to their esme:f Rk
respective communities, any sums of money that may accrue :
to them from the redemption of any rente constituée created
under this Act, or out of the Special Fund appropriated by this
Act. - v B :

DESTINATION AND LEGAL CHARACTER OF PROPERTIES AND
RIGHTS HEREAFTER TO ~REPRESENT3SE1GNIORIES. .

XXVI. In respect of all rights acquired in, to or.upon, any As respects
Seigniory before the publication in the Canada Gazette of the claims exist--
notice of the Receiver General of the deposit of the Schedule of ;r;,%i?gf‘,’;‘g;ﬁg_
any Seigniory in his hands, and for the preservation whereof sit ot the Sche-
* an opposition shall have been filed within six months from the dule; and for,
date of the said publication, all lands and real rights which at fane shall be.
and immediately before the passing of this Act were held filed, the
by the Seignior as part of his Seigniory, all rights secured ;“’1’“" i‘;’{f'{;
16 him under the Schedule thereof, all renfes under this Act a‘;ﬁ}:inh a5
to be created, all moneys to arise from the redemption of the Seigniory.
any such rentes, or to be received by the Seignior out of the
aid granted by this Act to the censitaires towards the re-
demption of Seigniorial rights, duties and dues, and all pro-
perties and rights so by such Seignior acquired as to represent
such moneys, shall be held and taken as though attached to the
domuaine of such Seigniory, and as representing such Seigniory ; s
but in respect of -all rights thereafter to- accrue, or for the pre- As regards
servation whereof no opposition shall'have been filed within fﬁgi;{&gi‘;t'e;

the delay aforesaid, all such lands, rights, renfes and moneys shall be dis-
‘shall be held and taken to be, and shall be to'all. intents se- tinet proper-
parate and independent properties and rights ; and it shall not ues.
be requisite that any person, in order to the holding, recovery
or enforcement of any. thereof, should qualify himself as being,
or as ever having been, a Seignior.
© XXVIL. All rentes constituées to be created under this Act, Privileges for
shall have the same privileges ex causé as the right of the dail- $°710S such.
lewr de fonds, and the like preference over all other hypothecary TR
claims affecting the land, as any Seigniorial dues uponor-arising
‘out of such land would have had previous to the redemption of
v : . : 7 i the
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the said dues, without any registration in any Registry office
to that end ; but the Creditor shall not have'the right to recover.
more than five years® arrears of any such rent ; and in default -

‘of moveables out of which the amount of any jrdgment for such

arrears, thongh amounting to less than Ten Pounds curency,
may be levied, execution may issue against such land after a
delay. of one year from the date of such Judgment, and not
sooner. ' R S

XX VIIL Every rente constituée established by virtue of this Act,
shall always be redeemable by consent of the owner of the land
andofthe Seignio-, in cases wherethe Seignior kias the right to the
capital thereof for his own use, and not otherwise ; but if ‘the
Seigniory be entailed {substitnéc) or held by a tutor, curatow or
usufructuary proprietor (usifruitier), and an opposition be filed
and then in force, the rerte and arrears only shall be received,
subject always to the exception in the next following section,
which shall apply to all cases of redemption of such rentes.

XXIX. Provided always, that it shall not be lawful to
redeem any such renie consiziuée except by the consent of the -
Seignior having the right to the capital thereof for his own use,
at any other time in any year than the day on which
such renie is payable; But provided also, that at any
time, and whether the Seignior have or havenot the
right to the capital of the renfes constituées under this Act, for his
own use, it shall be lawful for the Censitaires in any Seigniory to
redeem by one payment all the said rentes constituées then re-
maining in the Seigniory, and in such case the redemption
money shall be paid to the Seignior, if there be then no opposition
filed as aforesaid and in force; and if there be such opposition,
then it shall be paid to the Receiver General, and shall be
dealt with in all respects as money coming to the Seignior out
of the Special Fund appropriated in aid of the Censilaires ;
and the paying of such redemption money shall always be one
of the ‘purposes for which money may be raised on the credit
of the Consolidated Municipal Loan Fund for Lower Canada,
under any law in force for raising money on the credit of such
Fund : and the redemption ‘money under this Section stall
always be the capital sum of which the rentes redeemed shall
be equal to the legal 'interest, unless another rate be agreed
upon by the Censituires and a Seignior having the right to
such redemption money, for his own use. SRR TEA

i

MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS.

XXX. No sale under Writ of Execution (par décret) shall
have the effect of liberating any immoveable property then
or theretofore held a titre de cens, and so sold, from any of
the rights, charges, ccnditions or reservations established in
respect of such immoveable property in favor of the Seignior,
due before the completion of the Schedule of.the Seigniory'in

‘ * which
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which such property lies, or - from any renfe’ consiitizée payable
‘thereon . under such Schedule; but every such immoveable
property shall be considered as having been sold subject there- -
after to all such rights, charges, conditions or reservations,
without its being necessary for the Seignior to make an oppo-.

sition for the said purpose before thesale. =
XXXI. If notwithstanding the provisions of this Act, any op- Opposition for -

position afinde charge be made lLereafter for the preservation suchrighisor .

of any of the rights, charges, conditions or reservations- men- ;eu’;lte to:be.::

tioned in the next preceding section of this Act, sach oppo-

“sition shall not have the effect of staying the sale, and the Op-

posant shall not be entitled to any costs thereon, but it shall be

returned into Court by the Sheriff after the sale, to be dealt

with as to law may appertain. ‘ , N =

XXXII. The Seignior of whom any land the tenure of which gegniors
shali be commuted underthis Act, was held, shall be maintained, privilege for
in his privileges and hypothecs on the land, for the payment of all arrears before

S X - Y . L commutation” .
arrears of Seigniorial rights lawfully due at the time of such maintained. -
commutation. ‘ ' ‘ i ;

" CERTAIN LAYDS DECLARED TO BE AND TO HAVE BEEN
' HOLDEN IN FRANC-ALEU ROTURIER. :

XXXUI. Alllands which any Seignior has, by any Act (Acte) 1ands hereto-
or Deed in writing heretofore executed, rcleased or agreed. to forecommuted
release from all Seigniorial rights in consideration of the pay- }: be beld 1
ment of any sum of money or.of any annual rent, are * hereby R
declared to be and to have been from the day of the date of
every such Act (dcte) or Deed, free from all such Seigniorial’
rights and holden in’ franc-alew roturicr ; but the Commis- Renfes impo-
sicners, for the purpose of making the Schedules of Seigaiories sed on them
in which any such lands are situate, shall deal with'ail such may be 1e-
lands as if they were now held en roture, and when the same are '
liable to an annual rent, shall establish and specify in the Sche-
dule the capital of every such rent, in order that the same may
be redeemed by the person liable therefor, in the same manner
as any rente constituée established ky this Act. :

XXXIV. All lands upon which mortmain dues (des. droils certain lands
d’indemnité) have been paid to any Seignior, and which have on which -
not been sold or conceded since such payment to parties ‘}ffv‘""{‘)a“‘d““
holding otherwise than in morimain, are hereby declared paif, 13‘1?3 ,
" to be and 0 have been from the day of the date of such pay- held in franc.
ment or of any Act (Acte) or Deed in writing, binding the %% &¢
owner to pay the same, released from all Seigniorial dues '
and duties and held en franc-alew roturier, but subject to the
payment of a renie constituée equal to the cens and rent legally
‘due thereon, : R : b A

- INTERPRETATION
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INTERPRETATION AND EXTENT OF THIS ACT.

Actnottoex-  XXXV. And, for the interpretation of this Act—Be it enacted,

tend to cerain a4 one of the provisions of this Act shall’ extend to the

SOgRONes ¥ild and unconceded ‘lands in Seigniories  beld by the Crow
wild and unconceded lands g held by the Crown

Seigniory of i1 trust forthe Indians, nor tothe Seigniories held by the Ee-

the Seminary clesiastics ofthe Seminary of St. Sulpice of Montreal,nor to either -

of $t. Sulpice, of the Fiefs Nazareth, Saint Augustin, Saint Joseph, Closse and
arid certamn . . . 9" . - ; ;

Fefs held of it. Lagauchetiere, in the City and County of Montreal, nor to any
other arriére-fief depending upon (relevant de) any of the said
Seigniorics, nor to the Seigniorics of the late Order of Jesuits
or other Seigniories held by the Crown and not above men-

Crownand  tioned, nor to the Seigniories held by the Principal Officers of

Jesaits’ Sei-  Her Majesty’s Ordnance, nor to any lands held en franc-aleu

giories. noble and eranted under and by virtue of the Act of the Par-

()r'dnqnc’e ki T L S >

Seiniorios. liament of the late Province of Lower Canada, passed in the

Certain lands  thizd year of the Reign of His late Majesty King George the

inSherrington. Fourth, and intituled : An dct for the relief of certain censitaires

actof L. C. or grantces of Lu Sulle and others therein mentioned, possessing
f‘(;fﬁ' 4 lands wilhin the Uimits of the Township of Sherrington : Provided

Provisos always, that the Governorin Council may if he shall see fit, grant

Governormay to the Censitaires of the Crown Seigniories the Revenues whereof

"ffi‘iilfé‘f?f {, Delong to the Province, (including the Seigniories of the late

e s order of Jesuits), upon commutation of their lands, equal

Crown Sci-  advaniages and relief as are hereby granted to the Censitaires

guiories. of Seigniories not excepted from the operation of this Act.

Actnotto af-  XXXVI. Nothing herein contained shall affect the right

oramears;  to, or the recovery of, any arrears of Seigniorial dues accrued

) before the passing of this Act, or shall give any person

whomsoever any right of action for the recovery of money

or other value paid by him or his predecessors in the form of

rents or other Seigniorial dues, or for the recovery of damages

which he may pretend to claim for the privation of any right

of which he may deem that he has been illegally deprived by

his Seignior, unless he would have had such right of action if

Seigniors ~ this Act had not been passed ; nor shall any thing in this Act

rgits o be  he construed to weaken or to support any claim of any Seignior

as they stood  OF Of any Censitaires to any right claimed by or for them res-

before the . pectively, at the hearing on the questions and propositions to be

e of this suhmitted under this Act to the Judges for their decision, but the

N same shall be decided by the law as it stood immediately before
the passing of this Act. - \ :

Interpretation  XXXVII. The word ¢ Seigniory,” wherever it occurs in this
of words:  4ct, shall be construed ds meaning any part of a_Fief, arriére-
Seigniory;  fief or Seigniory held by a single individual, or by a Corpora- :'
tion, or held by several persons in common (par indivis) as well

as the whole of a fief, arriéreficf, or Seigniory, except in. such -

parts of this Act in which the words ‘“ arriére-fief” and ““Seig- .

niory” are made use of 1o distinguish the Fief dominant from

Seignior;  the fief servant ; and the word ¢ Seignior” shall be construed as
meaning
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meanmg a_ny Corporatlon, or any tole propnetor, and all per-

- sons who are proprietors in common (par éndivis) of any part of
a erf, arriére-fief or Seigniory, as well as any ‘person or: Cor-
poration,. being sole proprietor, and all persons, proprietors

- jointly.and par “indivis of the. whole of any such: Fu;f;arrzere ~fief,
or Seigniory : the words “ Seignior” and ¢ Censitaire” shall ap- § ’,*exc'mor and
ply to he owner of any rente constiluée created under this Act, censitaire s
and the person charged therewith,  respectively, as well as .

_to the owner of and person charged with the rights and :
duties represented by such. Renle ; the words Sewmorxal Seigniorial -
Rights,” whenever they occur in this Aect, shall include and be rights;
construed as- including - all rights, duties, charges, obliga-
tions, and Seigniorial or fendal” dues \\fhat~oe'ver ; the word
“Land » shall mean any lot, piece or parcel of land, and Land
shall include the buildings thereon constructed, and all its ap-
purtenances.

XXXVIIL The Le01~1atu1e reserves the nrrht of mal\mcr Right to
any provision, dec}aratorv or otherwise w hlch may be found am;“‘z};h‘i-:gt
necessary for the purpose of fully carrying out the intent ofite intent
of this Aect; which intent is declared to be,—to abolish reserved.
as soon as practicable, all feudal or Seigniorial rights, 1, intent
duties and dues, substituting therefor rentes constituées declared.

‘of equal value,—to grant to ‘the Sewmor a fair indemnity, and
" no more, for all the lucrative rights Cwhich the law gives him,
and which this Act will abolish,—to preserve the nohta of third
parties, unless such rights be lost by their own neglect or
laches ;—and to aid the cmsztmre out of the Provincial Funds
in the redemption of those Seigniorial charges which’ interfere
most injuriously with his mdependence, mductry and enter-
prise ; and every enactment and provision of this Act shall
receive the most liberal construction possible with a view to
ensure the accomplishment of the intention of the Leoxxlature,‘
as hereby declared.

XXXIX. The ¢ Interpretation Act? shall 'apply to this Act. Interprefation
Actto apply

 XL. This Act shall be known, cited and referred to as Short utle.
“ The Seigniorial Act of 1854.”

XLI. This Act shall apply to Lower Canada only. Extentof Act,
| 'FORM A.

Pubhc notice is hereb ¥ gwen that the Schedule (of tlze S ef,
arriere-fief or of the Seigniory) of (nmne of fief, arriére-fief or Sei-
ghiory) shewing the rentes constituées into which the feudal and
Sewmonal rwlne dues, charges, obligations-and rents due and
payable upon “each land in such ( ﬁef, arriére-fief or Seigniory)
are converted, is completed, and that a triplicate thereof has
been de')o~1tcd in the office of ‘the Receiver General, and

: another
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another in the office of the Superior Court in the District: of

and that the third remains in the possession of the undersigned,
(Here give the name of the locality in which the Commissioner

is sitling, and the date.) : : R :

’ Commissioner under
A. B. }the Seigniorial Act of
J 1854.

CAP. IV.

An Act for granting to Her Majesty certain sums of
money for defraying certain espenses of the Civil
Government of the Province for the year cne thousand
eight bundred and fifty-four, and for certain purposes
for which a suppiy is required, and also for raising a
loan on the credit of the Consolidated Revenue Fund.

[Assented to 18th December, 1854.]

MosTt Gracrous SOVEREIGN :

Preamble. [ HEREAS by Message from His Excellency the Right
Honorable James, Earl of Elgin and Kincardine, Gover-
%{;s:gffgplr“ nor General of British Norih America, and Captain General
1854, and’  @0d Governor in Chief in and over this Province of Canada,
Estimates ac- bearing date the First day of December in the year One Thousand
rofee g it Eight Hundred and Fifty-four, and the Estimates accompany-
" ing the same, laid before both Houses of the Provincial Par-
liament, it appears that the sums hereinafier mentioned are
required to defray certain expenses of the Civil Government of
this Province for the year One Thousand Eight Hundred and
Filty-four, not otherwise provided for by law, and also for
defraying the Cost of certain Public Works, and for other pur-
poses in the said Message and Estimates mentioned ; And
whereas also it is expedient to authorize the raising of the
sum hereinafter mentioned by loan towards making good the
cost of the said Public Works : May it therefore plcase Your
Majesty that it may be enacted, and Be it enacted by the
Qucen’s Most Excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and
consent of the Legislative Council and of the Legisiative As-
sembly of the Province of Canada, constituted and assembled
by viriue of and under the authority of an Act passed in the
Parliament of the United Kingdora of Great Britain and Ireland,
and intituled, An Act lo re-uniie the Provinces of Upper and
Lower Canadu, and for the Government of Canada, and it is
hereby cnacted by the authority of the same, as follows :

£768841,15s. L. From and out of any unappropriated 'rhoneys forming

11d, appropri- part of the Consolidated Revenue Fund of this Province, there
ated out of the | . ‘ . N a PR

Consolidated  Shall and may be paid and applied a sum not exceeding in the

whole the sum of Seven hundred and sixty-eight thousand

eight






