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An Act for incorporating certain Chàaitable Philanthropie. and Provident Associations,
and for the effectual protection from fraud and miisappropriation of the funds of
the same.

[lOth August 1850.]
-IHEREAS large and increasing numbers of all classes of the community have
for some time past associated themselves together for the purpose of making pro-

vision for themselves and families, by contributing subscriptions or otberwise, against
sickness, misfortune and death, and for the relief of the widows and orphan children of
deceased members; And whereas the accumulated funds of such Associations (owing to
the absence of legal protection,) have been subjected to great and serious losses from
frauds and defalcations; And whereas it is expedient to encourage habits of providence
and forethought amongst all Her Majesty's subjects : Be it therefore enacted by the
Queen's Most Excellent Majesty, by and with the aavice and consent of the Legislative
Council and of the Legislative Assembly ofthe Province of Canada, constituted and as-
sembled by viÈtue of and under the authority of an Act passed in the Parliament of the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, and intituled, An Act to re-unite the Pro-
vinces of Upper and Lower Canada, and for the Government of Canada, and it is hereby
enacted by the authority of the same, That it shall and may be lawful for any number
of persons to unite for the purpose of making provision, by means of contributions,
subscriptions, donations or otherwise, against the several contingencies of sickness,
unavoidable inisfortune or death, and for relieving the widows and orphan children of
members deceased ; and it shall and may be lawful for the mem bers and officers of such
associated body or Society, from time to time, to establish and maintain branches
thereof, for and at the convenience of the respective members, but for so long only as
the business transacted at the meetings of such Society, or any of the branches thereof,
shall be confined exclusively to the objects herein set forth.

Il. And be it enacted, That it shall and may be lawful for the Members of such
Societies so constituted as aforesaid, to nominate, choose and appòint proper persons
as Trustees, Treasurers, Secretaries or other officers, for conducting the business,
discipline and management of such Societies, and to meet together from time to time
to make, alter, rescind or frame by-laws, rules or regulations for the necessary
government of, and for conducting the business of such Societies or any branches
thereof, provided that such by-laws, rules a.pd regulations, shall not contain any
matter or thing contrary, repugnant to, or in violation of the laws, statutes or customs
of this Province, or be directed to the furtherance of any political or seditious object
whatsoever.

III. And be it enacted, That it shall and may be lawful for the Members of each
of such Societies or bodies in its locality, by whatsoever name, designation, number or
description such Society or body may be known, in the name of such Society or body,
or im the name of the Presiding, or other Officer or Officers thereof, to acquire and
take, by purchase, donation, devise or otherwise, and to hold for the use of the Members
of such Societies, and according to the rules and regulations as aforesaid of the said
Societies, all and every kind of personal property and also real property in the Province
of Canada, not exceeding five acres, and to sell and alienate the same, whether acquired
before or after the passing of this Act, and to purchase and acquire in the stead and
place thereof any other real estate, not exceeding the quantity before mentioned ; and
that each of the said Societies shall have a common seal, and may change and alter the
same at their will and pleasure, and by whatever name, designation, number or descrip-
tion they may severally be known, shall and may have continued succession, and may
contract and be contracted with, sue, and be sued, plead, and be impleaded, answer and
be answered unto; in all Courts and places whatsoever, in all actions, suits, complaints,matters and causes whatsoever.
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IV. And be it enacted, That it may be lawful for such Societies to require, and for
the Officers, Secretaries, Treasurers and Trustees to give security for all such sums of
money, or other the property of any such Society, as may from time to time be placed in
the hands of or under the control of such Officers, Secretaries, Treasurers and Trustees
in trust for and on behalf of the objects of such Society, and all such securities being
in writm g, shall be deemed good and valid security and admissible as evidence in any
of Her Majesty's Courts of Civil and Criminal Jurisdiction.

V. And be it enacted, Thatif any Officer, Secretary, Treasurer, Trustee or Member of
any Society constituted in accordance with this Act, shall obtain undue possession of,
misappropriate, embezzle or withold from the other Members, Officers or other persons
entitled to deinand and receive the saine, the whole or any portion of the funds, moneys,
or other property of such Society, and shall continue to withhold such property after
due demand shall have been made for the restoration and payment of the same by some
one or more of the Members or officers duly appointed by and on behalf of the said
Body or Society, every such offenter shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and being
convicted thereof, shall be liable at the discretion of the Court to be imprisoned at
bard labour in the Provincial Penitentiary for any term not exceeding three years, or
inprisoned in any other prison or place of confinement for any term not exceeding two
years, or to suffer such other punishment by fine or imprisonment, or by both, as the
Court shahl award.

VI. And be it enacted, That in any proceedings to be hereafter commenced or taken
under the provisions of this Act, in and before any Court of Civil or Criminal Jurisdic-
tion, against any Treasurer, Trustee, Secretary, Officer or other Member of such herein
recited Charitable and Benevolent Society, or Provident Association, for obtaining
undue possession of, or withholding, embezzling or misappropriating the whole or any
portion of the funds, noneys or other property of such Charitable and Benevolent
Society, or Provident Association, it shall and may be lawful to receive in evidence
the printed or written Rules of such Society, Body or Association, for the time being
in force, and the appointment of any Officer, Secretary, Treasurer, Trustee, or enrol-
ment of any Member, certified under the hand of the Presiding Officer for the time
being, and the Seal of the said Society, and the Books, Minutes and other document of
such Association, relative to any portion of the matter then in question.

VII. And be it enacted, That no Member of any such Society or Body shall in his
individual capacity be liable for any debt or liability of such Society or Body.

VIII. And be it enacted, That this Act shall be a Public Act.

CAP. XXXIII.
An Act to remove doubts as to the right of the Crown to recover Costs in certain

cases in Lower Canada.
[24th July, 1850.]

HEREAS it bath been doubted whether the Courts of Civil jurisdiction in
Lower Canada, have power to award costs to the Crown, in certain cases

whiere it is manifestly fair and right that such costs should be recoverable ; and
whereas the loss to the public from the want of such power must be considerable,
nasmuch as the costs in such cases frequently amount to more than the sum recovered:

For remedy thereof, Be it declared and enacted by the Queen's Most Excellent Ma-
jesty, by and with the advice and consent of the Legislative Council and of the Legis-
lative Assembly of the Province of Canada, constituted and assembled by virtue of and
under the authority of an Act passed in the Parliament of the United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Ireland, and intituled, An Act to re-unite the Provinces of Upper and
Lower Canada, and for the Government of Canada, and it is hereby declared and
enacted by the authority of the same, That in every suit or proceeding of a civil nature,
by or on behalf of the Crown, before any Court, Judge or Tribunal in Lower Canada,
the object whereof is or shall, be to recover or to prevent the loss of any immoveable

or
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