
From:  British North America Legislative Database; University of New Brunswick 
bnald.lib.unb.ca 

6 William IV – Chapter 15 (Session 1)  1 
 

Laws of His Majesty's Province of Upper Canada, passed in the year 1836. Toronto: Robert 
Stanton, 1836. 
 
6 William IV – Chapter 15 (Session 1) 
 
An Act for the preservation of the Fishery within Burlington Bay. Passed 20th April, 1836. 
 
Whereas an Act passed in the fourth year of the Reign of His late Majesty King George the 
Fourth, chapter thirty-seventh, entitled “An Act for the better preservation of the Herring 
Fishery at the outlet of Burlington Bay,” hath been found insufficient for the purposes 
intended, and it is necessary to repeal the said Act, and to make further provision for the 
preservation of the said Fishery: Be it therefore enacted by the King’s Most Excellent 
Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of the Legislative Council and Assembly of the 
Province of Upper Canada, constituted and assembled by virtue of and under the authority 
of an Act passed in the Parliament of Great Britain, entitled, “An Act to repeal certain parts 
of an Act passed in the fourteenth year of His Majesty’s reign, entitled, ‘An Act for making 
more effectual provision for the Government of the Province of Quebec in North America,’ 
and to make further provision for the Government of the said Province,” and by the 
authority of the same, That the above-recited Act shall be and the same is hereby repealed. 
 
II. And whereas, The use of Seines and Nets in the said Burlington Bay is found to be 
destructive to the Fishery by destroying the spawn deposited on the shallow parts thereof: 
Be it therefore enacted by the authority aforesaid, That it shall not be lawful from and after 
the passing of this Act at any time to draw any Seine or other Net in the said Bay, except 
within the distance of half a mile from the land at the outlet thereof. 
 
III. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That no person shall at any time 
set Nets, commonly called Gill Nets, in the waters of Burlington Bay, nor shall any person set 
any Net or other device whatsoever, so as to prevent the free passage of the fish to and 
from the said Bay. 
 
IV. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if any person or persons shall 
offend against the provisions of this Act, every person so offending shall forfeit and pay a 
sum not exceeding five pounds, nor less than ten shillings, with costs, on conviction before 
any one or more of His Majesty’s Justices of the Peace for the District of Gore, on the oath of 
one or more credible witness or witnesses, or in default of payment shall be committed to 
the common gaol of the District for a term not exceeding thirty days, nor less than two days, 
unless the penalty and costs be sooner paid; one-half of the said penalty to be paid to the 
informer or informers, and the other half into the hands of His Majesty’s Receiver General, 
to and for the public uses of this Province, to be accounted for to His Majesty, through the 
Lords Commissioners of his Treasury for the time being, in such manner and form as His 
Majesty, his Heirs and Successors shall be graciously pleased to direct. 
 


