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32 George III – Chapter 8 
 
An Act for building a Gaol and Court House in every district throughout this Province, and for 
altering the names of the said Districts. 
 
Whereas great inconveniences have been suffered by the inhabitants of this province, from the 
want of prisons and court houses in the several districts thereof, and whereas such buildings are 
manifestly necessary for the regular administration of justice and the due execution of the laws, Be 
it enabled by the kings most excellent majesty, by and with the advice and consent of the 
legislative council and assembly of the province of Upper-Canada, constituted and assembled by 
virtue of and under the authority of an Act passed in the parliament of Great-Britain, entitled an 
Act to repeal certain parts of an Act passed in the fourteenth year of his majesty’s reign, entitled, 
“An Act for making more effectual provision for the government of the province of Quebec in 
North-America, and to make further provision for the government of the said province and by the 
authority of the same, That a gaol and court-house, shall be erected in manner herein After to be 
mentioned in each and every district throughout the said province. 
 
I. And be it further enabled by the authority aforesaid, That from and after the passing of this 
Act the name of the district at present known by the name of the district of Lunenburgh, and 
bounded as in a certain proclamation issued by his excellency Gov Lord Dorchester, in the twenty-
eighth year of his majesty’s reign, is described, shall cease, and that the said district shall hereafter 
in all public proceedings be called and known by the name of the Eastern District. 
 
II. And be it further matted by the authority aforesaid, That from and After the passing of this 
Act, the name of the district at present known by the name of the district of Mecklenburgh, and 
bounded as in a certain proclamation issued by his excellency Guy lord Dorchester, in the twenty-
eighth year of his majesty’s reign, is described, shall cease, and that the said district shall hereafter 
in all public proceedings be called and known by the name of the Midland District. 
 
III. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That from and After the passing of this 
Act, the name of the district at present known by the name of the district of Nassau, and bounded 
as in a certain proclamation issued by his excellency Guy lord Dorchester, in the twenty-eighth 
year of his majesty’s reign, is described, shall cease, and that the said district shall hereafter in all 
public proceedings be called and known by the name of the Home District. 
 
IV. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That from and after the passing of this 
Act, the name of the district at present known by the name of the district of Hesse, and bounded 
as in a certain proclamation issued by his excellency Guy lord Dorchester in the twenty-eighth year 
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of his m a jelly’s reign, is described, shall cease, and that the said district shall hereafter in all public 
proceedings be called and known by the name of the Western District. 
 
V. Provided always, and it is hereby enabled, that such alteration of the names of the several 
districts, shall not impeach or be construed to impeach, the legality of any existing commission 
granted for the exercise of any authority or jurisdiction, within the limits of the said districts, or any 
of them, by the names herein before mentioned, or to make void any legal or other proceeding, 
had under and by virtue of the said commissions, or otherwise to affect the laid commissions in 
any respect whatever. 
 
VI. And for the better effectuating the building the said gaol and court-house in each of the said 
districts, Be it further enabled by the authority aforesaid, and it is hereby enabled, That the justices 
of the peace within the respective limits of their commissions at the general quarter sessions 
assembled, shall be authorized, and they are hereby authorized, by such means as shall to them 
seem most fitting and convenient, to procure different plans and elevations of a gaol and court-
house, to be laid before them, for the purpose of selecting and determining upon one of the said 
plans and elevations, which shall be approved of by the greater part of the said justices then and 
there assembled as aforesaid. 
 
VII. And be it further enabled by the authority aforesaid, That it shall and maybe lawful for any 
two or more of the said justices, assembled in manner aforesaid, in the name and on the behalf of 
the inhabitants of the several districts, to contract with, and they are hereby enabled and 
authorized to contract with any person or persons who shall be willing to build the said gaol and 
court-house, according to the plan so approved of as aforesaid, upon a scite or situation to be 
determined upon by the said justices, or the greater part of them so assembled as aforesaid, and 
for that purpose the said plan and elevation shall remain and continue in the office of the clerk of 
the peace of the several districts for general inspection, and public notice shall be given to all 
persons willing to contract for the building of the said gaol and Court-house, to deliver in within a 
certain limited time, written proposals or offers under seal, of the firm of money for which lie or 
they will engage to build such gaol and court-house, conformably to certain articles and 
conditions, to be agreed upon by the justices then present, or the greater part of them as 
aforesaid, and that the said justices shall on a day for that purpose previously to be fixed, openly 
examine the said proposals so delivered in as aforesaid, and shall be empowered and are hereby 
required to contract with such person or persons as shall offer to undertake and perform the said 
buildings for the lowed price, provided the person or persons making such proposals, shall give 
and enter into good and sufficient security, to be approved of by the said justices or the greater 
part of them in manner aforesaid, for the due performance of their contract. 
 
VIII.   Provided always, That it be an article within the said contract, and the person or persons so 
contracting shall engage that the said gaol and court-house shall be completed within eighteen 
calendar months, After the execution of the said contract. 
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IX. And be it further availed by the authority aforesaid, That a gaol and court-house for the 
Eastern District, shall be built in manner aforesaid, in the town of New-Johnston, in the town-ship 
of Edwardsburgh. 
 
X. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That a gaol and court-house for the 
Midland District, shall be built in manner aforesaid, in the town of Kingston. 
 
XI. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That a goal and court-house for the 
Home District, shall be built in manner aforesaid in the town of Newark. 
 
XII.   And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That a gaol and court-house for the 
Western District, shall be built in manner aforesaid, as near to the present court-house as 
conveniently may be. 
 
XIII.   And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That in each and every district, the 
sheriff thereof shall have power and authority to nominate and appoint such person as he shall 
judge most proper to the office of gaoler and keeper of the gaol and court-house, and also to 
remove and discharge such gaoler and keeper. 
 
XIV.   Provided always, That no licence shall be granted for retailing any spirituous liquors, within 
any of the said gaols or prisons, and if any gaoler, keeper or officer of any gaol or prison, shall sell, 
use, lend, or give away or knowingly permit, or suffer any spirituous liquors or strong water, to be 
sold, used, lent, or given away in such gaol or prison, or brought into the same, other than except 
such spirituous liquors or strong waters as shall he prescribed or given by the prescription and 
direction of a regular physician, surgeon or apothecary; every such gaoler, keeper or other officer, 
shall for every such offence forfeit and lose the sum of twenty pounds, current money of this 
province, one moiety thereof to his majesty, his heirs and successors, for the public uses of the 
said province, and the support of the government thereof, and the other moiety of the said sum 
with full costs of suit, to the person or persons who will sue for the same in any of his majesty’s 
courts of record in this province, by Action of debt, bill, plaint or information, and in case any such 
gaoler or other officer being convicted thereof as aforesaid, shall again offend in like manner, and 
be thereof a second time lawfully convicted, such second offence shall be deemed a forfeiture of 
his office. 
 
XV.   Provided also, That it shall and may be lawful for the said justices at their quarter sessions 
assembled, as aforesaid, or the greater part of them, to frame and draw up such rules and 
regulations to be observed and obeyed within the said gaol, respectively, as to them shall seem 
most proper and convenient, which having received the approbation and signature of one of the 
judges of the supreme court, shall be binding on the gaoler and prisoners. 
 
XVI.   And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That it shall and may be lawful for the 
said justices within the respective limits of their commissions, assembled as aforesaid, or the 
greater part of them, and they are hereby authorized and empowered, to ascertain and appoint a 
reasonable yearly salary according to their discretion to be paid to the gaoler, and that the laid 
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salary shall be in place of all fees, perquisites or impositions of any sort or kind whatever, and that 
it shall not be lawful for the laid gaoler or officer belonging to the laid gaol, to demand or receive 
any fee, perquisite or other payment from any prisoner who may be confined within any of the 
laid gaols or prisons. 


