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Acts regulafing the
electing Members to
serve in the House of
Assembly, and the
gnalification o1 voters
und candidates atsuch
elertions, hereby re-
pealed, viz.

PREAMBLE.

25 Geo. Ili.ch 8,

49 Geo. Ul ¢cb.3,
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CHAP IL

AN ACT to Bepeal the Several Statutes of this Province respecting’
the Election of Members of the House of Assembly, and the Qua-
lification of Voters and Candidates at such Elections, and to Re-
duce the Provisions thereof, with some Amendments, into One JAct,

" and also to Provide against Fraud in obtaining Qualifications to
Yote-at Elecfions.

[Passep Jan. 19th, 1824.]

WHEREAS it is expedient to Repeal the several Statutes of this.
Province respegting the Election of Members to serve in the House
of Assembly, and the qnalifieation of Voters and Candidates at such
Elections, and to reduce the provisiens thereef, 'with seme amend-
ments, into One Act, and also to provide against {raud in obsaining
qualifications to vote at Elections :—

BE IT THEREFORE ENACTED by the King’s Most Ex-
cellent Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of the Legis-
lative Council and Assembly of the Provinee of Upper-Canada,
constituted and assembled by virtue of, and under the autherity of
an Act passed in the Parliament of Great Britain, entitled, « An
Act to Repeal certain parts of an Act passed in the fourteenth year
of His Majesty’s Reign, entitled, ¢ An Act for ‘making more
effectual Provision for the Government of the Province of Quebec,
in North America, and to make further Provision for the Govern-
ment of the said Province ;” and by the authority of the same,—
That an Act passed in the thirty-fifth year of His Late Majesty’s
Reign, entitled, “An Act to ascertain the eligibility of persens to
be returned to the House of Assembl ¥y 3 —an Act passed in thie for-



Eicars PAR'L‘[AMENT'.':-—-CHAP}IIL 4th GEORGE 1V, A.D. 1824,

tieth year of His Late Majesty’s Reign, entitled ‘An Act for the
More Equal Representation of the Commeons of this Province in
Parliament, and for the better defining the Qualification” of Elec-
* tors 3’—an Act .passe& in the forty-eighth year of His Late Majesty’s
Reign, entitled, ¢ An Act for the Better Representation of the Com-
mons of this Province in Parliament,’ and to Repeal part of an Act

passed in the fortieth year of His Majesty’s Reign, entitled, ¢ An -

Act for the more Kqual Representation of the Commons of this
Province, and for the better Defining the Qualification of Elec:
tors ;’—an Act passed- in the fifty-fourth year of His Late Majesty’s
Reign, entitled, ¢ An Act to Repeal and Amend part of an Act pas-
sed in the thirty-ifth year of His Majesty’s Reign, entitled, ‘ An.
Act to ascertain the Eligibility of Persons to be Returned to the:
House of Assembly y—an Act passedin the fifty-eighth year of His
Late Majesty’s Reign, -entitled, “ An Act to Repeal an Act passed
" in the thirty-fifth year of His Majesty’s Reign, entitled, ¢ An Act.
to ascertain the: Eligibility of persons to be Returned to the House
of Assembly;’ and also to Repeol an Act passed in the ﬁt.ty-f‘ourth-
year of His Majesty’s Reign, entitled, ¢ An Act to Repeal aud A-
mend partofan Act passedin the thirty-fifth year of His Majesty’s

Reign, entitled, ¢ An Act to ascertain the Eligibility of persens to-
be Returned to the House of Assembly;’ and to-make farther and

more effeceual provision for securing the Freedom and Consmntmn
of the Parliament of this Provinee ;’—and an Act passed in the se-
cond year of His present Majesty; entitled, ¢ An Aet to render Ineli-
gible to a seat in the Commons’ House of Assembly of this Pro-
vince, certain descriptions of Persons therein. mentmued ‘—be, and
the-same are hereby Rep°aled

IL. And be it JSurther Enacted by the authority aforesaid, That
from and after the passing of this Act, no person or persons, of
what eondition soever, having been abona fide resident in-any couns
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48 Geo. IH ch. 1}

04 Geo. T11. ch. 4,.

58 Geo. IN' ch. 9

2 Geo. IV, ch. 4.

Persnns having resr
ded in aforeign ¢
try. or taken the mh
uf allegiance toa 10-
reign state, shail not
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have resided in this
Proviuce seven years
next before the elecs
‘tion at which they
shall be.cuusen.
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try, not being under iis Majesty’s Government, or who shall have
taken the oath of allegiance to any other state or power, shall be
ell"‘lble to be proposed, chosen, or elected 4s a Representative or
Representatives, of any City, County, Riding, or Borough, or other
place of any deseription, now or hereafter sending :a Representa~
tive or Representatives to the House of Assembly of this Province,
until such person or persons shall have resided in this Province tor
and during the space of Seven Years next before the Election at
which any such person or persons shall be proposed, elected, or cho-
sen as a Representative or Representatives as aforesaid.

HI. And be it further Enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if “
any person or persons, as aforesaid, not having resided in this Pro-
vince for seven years. as aforesaid, shall propose or offer himself,
or themselves as a Candidate or Candidates to become a Repre-
sentative or Representatives of any County, City, Riding, or Bor-
rough, orother place, now or hereafter sending a Representative or
Represer tatives, and shall be thereof convicted by the oath of one
credible witness, he or they shall forfeit and pay the sum of lwo‘
Hundred Pounds. |

IV. JAnd beit further Enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if
any person or persons, as aforesaid, not having resided in this Pro-
vince for Seven Years, as aforesaid, whether such’ person or persons-
shall have proposed or offered him or themselves as a Candidate or
Candidates or not, for any County, City, Riding or Borough,
or other place of any description, now or hereafter seudmg a Re-
presentative, oir Representatives, to the House of Assembly of this
Province, as aforesaid, shiall presume, upon such choice or election,
to obtrude or present himself, or themselves, into the said House,

s a Representative, or Representatives, as aforesaid, he or they shalk
forfeit aud pay the sum of Forty Pounds, over and besides the fore-
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gom penalty, if such person or persons shall have incurred the
same, for every day that he shall so obtrude or present himself or
themselves.

V. dAnd be it further Enacted by the euthority aforesaid, That

from and after the passing of this Act, no person or persons now
resident within this Province, or who shall or may atany time here-
after, come into this Previuce to reside, who shall er may have ta-
ten the oath of abjura.tidn against His Majesty’s Government, or
who shall liave been 2 member of the Senate or House of Repre-
sentatives of the United States of America, or any one of the said
United States respectively, or. who may have held auy office in any
of the Executive Departments of State in the said United States or
State respectively, or who shall be, or may Lave been, convicted in
any foreign country of Felony, or of any offence, which, if commit-

ted in this Province, would subject the \oﬁ'ender to infamous pun-

ishment, shall be capable of being elected to serve as a Member in
the House of Assembly of this Provinee, any thing in this Act, or
any other law, usage, or'custom, to the contrary notwithstanding.

VI. dAnd be it further Enacted by the authority afovesaid, "!l‘b‘at
from and after the passing of this Act, no person or pcrsons shall
'be‘eiiOihle to be proposed, chosen, or elected as a Representative
or Representatives of any County, ity, Riding, Borongh, or other
place of any description, now or hereafter sendinga Representa»
tive or Representatives-to the House of Assembly of this Proviuce,
aualess he shall be possessed of an Unincumbered Freehold in lands
or tenements in this Province, to the assessed value of Eighty
Pounds lawful -money of this Province.

VIL Promde:l always, .ﬂnd be it j’urther Enacted by the authori-
8y aforesaid, 'Thag every person Who, from and afiter thie passing of
B ,
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this Act, shall appear as a Candidate, or shall, by himself or any
others, be proposed to be elected to serve as.a Member for any
County, City, Riding, Borough, or any part or place mow or here-
after sending a Member to the House of Assembly of this Pro-
vinee, shall, and he is hereby enjoined and required, upon reason-
able request to him, to be made at the time of such Election; op
before the day prefixed-in the writ of summons for the meeting of
Parliament, by any" other person who shall 'stél_ld- a- Candidate at
such Election; or by any two or more persons having = right to:
vote at such Election, take a Corporal Oath, in the following form,.
or to the following effect :— - :
“J, A. B. do swear, thatI truly and bona fide have-sucha
Freehold Estate, [here describe the estate,] over and ‘above all in--
cumbrances. that may affect the same ; and-am otherwise qualified h

according to the- provisions of Law, to be elected:and returned to-

serve as.a Member in the Commons’ House of Assembly, aecord--
ing to- the tenor and true meaning of the Act of Parliament-in that
behalf; and that I have not obtained the-same fraudulently for the-
purpose of enabling me to be returned Member to the Commons’
House of Assembly of this Province.—So Help me Gon.”

(unsstoresdence I[N JAnd be it further Enacted by the authority aféresaid, That:
casen if any Candidate, as aforesaid,. shall have resided in the United:
States of America, he shiall, if required, in-addition to the forego--
ing Oath, take the following:— .

«I, A. B., do sincerely and solémnly swear, that during my
% residence in the United Sates of America, I have not taken or

% subscribed any QOath of Abjuration of Allegiance tothe Crown

“of Great Britain ; and further, that during my said residence,

“I have not held the office or appointment of Senator, or Mem-
“ber of the House of Representatives of the said United States,

“or of either of the said United States respectively, or beld or
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«enjoyed any office inany of "thé Executive Departments- of .
¢ State in the said’ Umted Sta,tes, or State respectively —=So. Help
% me Gon ' ~

IX.‘ Jdnd be it further Enacted by the authority aforesaid, That
the Oaths required by this Act shall and may be administered by-

the Sheriff for any such County; as aforesaid, or by the Mayor, Bai--.

1iff, or other officer or officers-for any County, City, Borough. Rid--
ing, placeor places, as aforesaid; t6 whom it shall appertain to take-
the Iioll; or make the return-at such Election for the same County,-
€ity, Riding, Borough, plaée or places respectively, or by any two:
or more Justices of the Peace within this Province ; and: the said
Sheriff, Mayor, or Builiff; or other officers, and the. sald Justices of
the Peace respectlvely, who shall administer the said Oaths; are:

hereby requlred to-certify the taking-thereof into His Majesty’s -

Court of King’s Bench within- Three Mouths after the same; un-
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By whom  such
oaths are to be: adm§=-
mistered ;-

And certifiéd;

der the penalty of* forfeiting the sum of Two Hundred Pounds ;.

and if any of the'said Candidates; or persons proposed to be elect--
ed'as aforesaid; shall wilfully refuse, upon reasonable request to be -
made at the time’ of Election; or at any time before the day upon

~wl.ich sueh Parliament,. by the writ-of summons, is to meet to take
the Oath or Oaths hereby required,. then: the Electlon and: Return.
of sueh Candldate shall be wni.. :

X .flnd, be'it further Enactéd by the authomty afaresazd Thatno -
fee or reward shall be taken for administering any such ‘Oath, or-
making, receiving, .or filing the certificate thiereof, exeept-T'wo Shil--
lings and Sixpence’ for admmlstemrg the OQith, -and Five Shillings -
for makmv the Certlﬁcate, and Five Shll[‘ngs for receiving and fil--
mg thve same, unde1 the penalfty of- One Hundred Pounds.,

XL dnd be it further Enacted by the authonty aﬁ;resaul, That

The electing ' any*
candidate who shall *
refuse to take such-
oaths shall be void.

" Fee for administére-
mg the oath, and giv~
. ing certificate,

LN
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How fines impnsed
by th': Acta-e 10 he
cuxlm‘led and ap; hedy
.and accuunted for,

‘Voters having taken
the oath of allegiance
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samne. must reside se-
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vince @nd take-the
oath of allegiance to
‘ :His Majesty, before
their vote can be -re-
ceived.

“Voters reqnired (ex-
«gept In-Ce-lain cases)
to have been in pos
session of the estate
in rizht of which they
tender their votes, a-
bove 12 manths be-
£ore the slectivn.

‘Cnare. IT1.—4th Year GEORGE IV A.D. 1814 —FcurtH S#ssa-

the fines and penalties imposed by this Act may be recovered in |
His Majesty’s Court of King’s Bencl in this Province by-action of ;

-debt, bill, plaint, or information, wherein- no-essoigne, privilege,

‘protection, or wager of law, shall be allowed, and only one Ampar.
lame, and one ‘moiety ‘thereof shall be immediately paid into the
hands .of the Receiver General, for the use of His Majesty, His

Heirs and Successors, towards the support of the Civil Govemment
of this Prevince, and shall be -accounted for to His Majesty, His
Heirs and Successors, through the Lords Commissioners of His
Majesty’s Treasury Tor the time being, in such ‘manner and form

-as His Majesty, His Heirs:and Successors, shall please to-direct,

and the other meiety to the person who-shall sue for the same. .

XIL. dnd be it further Enucted by the authority aforesaid, That
0o persen shali be ‘qualified to vote at any Election of 2 Member,
or Members of the House of Assembly, who shall have sworn alle-
giance to-any Foreign State, or have been a stated resident in the
«dominions ef the same, unless such person or persons_shall have
been previously and bona fideresident in this Province, or in some
other of the dominiens of His Majesty, for and during the term of -
‘Seven Years next preceding such Election, and shall have taken the
‘Qath of Allegitance to His Majesty. : U

XITL. JAnd %e it further Enacted by the authority aforesaid, That
no persen shall be qualified to vote as aforesaid, in Tespeet of any
estate sufficient to qualify him by Law, not having come to him by
Grant from the Crown, descent, devise, or marriage, unless the
deed of conveyance, under which he claims to hold such éstate, shall
have been registered Three Calendar Months before the holding of

such Election, or unless he shall have been in actual possession,

or in the receipt of the rents and profits thereof, for his own use,a-
bove Twelve Calendar Mouths next before sueh Eleetion: .




Eicara Parinauent—Caar, TIL 4th GEORGE V. A. D. i 824,

XIV. Jdnd be it further Enacted by the authority Y aforesazd; That
no Returning Officer, or Officers, shall continue any Election more

than Six ‘Suecessive Days, (Sunday, Christinas Day, and Geod Fri-
day, excepted )

XV. Jad be it further Enacted by the authorzty aforesmd That '
before any Elector shall voteat any Election of a- Member or Mem-

bers of the House of Assembly of this Province, he shall;if require
ed by the Returning Officer, or any Candidate at such Election, in
addition to the Oath reqnired by the Act of the Parliament oi Great
Britain passed in the thirty-first year of His Late Majesty’s Reign,
entitled, “ An Act to Repeal certain parts of an Act passed in the
fourteenth year of :-is Majesty’s Reign, entitled, ¢ An Act for mak-
ing more effectual Provision for the Government of the Provinee of
- Quebec, in North America, and to make further Provision-for the
Government of the said I’rovihce,”’ take an QOath in the form fol-
lowir.g :—That is to say,
 «I,A.B, do swear, That the Estate in right of which 1 vote
#at this Election,, 1s—-[here describe the Estate, as the case may
% be,J—which 1 hold by Grant from the Crown, uescent, devise,

“ marriage, or conveyance, [as the case may be,] and, [in case

“such Estate shall have been derived otherwise than by grant
% from the Crown, descent, marriage, or devise,] that 1 have been
% in actual possession, or in the receipt of the rents and profits
% thereof, to my own use, above Twelve Calendar Months, or, [as
% the case may be] that the conveyance to me of the same has
“been registered Three Calendar Months.”

XV Jnd be it furtker Enacted by the.authority aforesdid, That

if any person or persons shall be guilty of Filse Swearing in any

Oath required by this Act; orby an Act of the Parliament of ‘Great

‘Britain, passed .in the thirty-first year of His Late Majesty’s Keigo,
B ,
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entitled, “ An Act to Repeal certain parts of an Act passed in the '
fourteenth year of His Majesty’s Reign, entitled, * An Act for ma-
king more effectual Provision for the Government of the Province
of Quebec, in North America, and to make further Provision for
the Government of the sald Province ;> ” he shall, on conviction
thereof, suffer the like pains and penalties to which any other per.
son convicted of wilful and corrupt Perjury is liable by the Laws
and Statutes of this Province. '

0O EO A m————

-

CHAP. IV.

AN ACT to Repeal an Act passed in the Forty-Fifth Year of His l}até
Majesty’s Reign, entitled, “ An Act to Regulate the Trial of Con-
troverted Elections, or Returns of Members to Serve in the House
of dssembly,” and to make more Effectual Provision for such Tria Is..

[PAS‘SED Jan. 16¢h, 1824.]

WHEREAS the present mode of decision upon Petitions com-
plaining of Undue Elections or Returns of Members to serve in
Parliament, frequently obstructs public business, occasions much
expeuse. trouble, and délay to the parties, and is attended with -
many other inconveniences :—For remedy wheref;f '

BE IT THEREFORE ENACTED by the King’s Most Ex- |
cellent Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of the Legis-
lative Council and Assembly of the Provinee of Upper-Canada,
constituted and assembled by virtue of, and under the authority of
an Act passed in the Parliament of Great Britain, entitled, “ An



