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An ACT for fecuring the Titles to Lands in this provitce.

HEREAS wany perfons ate poffeffed of lands in this province uhidet lanid-bosrd

certificates, and otherwife, by authority of his Majefty’s government, and now

bold, or claim to hold the lame, either as the original nominees, or 2sthe hexts.

divifees or affigness of the original nominees thereof, of which lands no grants have as yet

iffued under the great feal of this province, whereby the legal eftate and interek thereof i is

; ftill vefted in his Majefty : for the fecuring of all fuch perfons in the owrerthip and poffef-

fion of fuch-lands, Be it enafted by the King's moit excellent Majefty, byand with the advics

‘and confent of the legiflative council and a’i'embly of the province of Upper~Canada. coti-

fituted and affembled by virtue of, and under the authotity of an 2& pafled in the parlia-

ment of Great-Britain, entitled * An a& to repeal certain perts of an 2& pafed in the four-

teenth year of his Mzgeﬁy s reign, entitled ¢ An a& for making more efle@uazl provifion

for the government of the province ot Quebec in North America, and to make farther pro-

Governor, . vifion for the government of the faid province,” and by the authomy of the fame;, That it

:‘; ;ﬁf&;m {hall and may be lawful to and for the governor, lieutenant-governor or perfon adminiftering

the government ofthis province, at any time during the fpace of three years from the palling

of this a&, to iffue fuch, and o many commifions under the great feal of this provmce, for

‘the Eaftern, Midland and Welern diftri&ts; and alfo for the cotnty of Lincola i in the Home

diftri&, as he thall think proper, to three or moré perfons whereof, his Mijefty’s chief Jjuftice

of this province, or one of the juftices of the court of King’s bench fhill be one; whxch

Theiraathori- commilfioners {ball have power and authotity in their refpedive diftridts, to héis and deéter-

- mine all applications that fhall or may be made to them by perfons holding, or claxmzng to

hold lands as aforefaid, for grants thereof under the grest {eal of this provmce, in like man.
ner as the [ame might bekeard and determined by his Majefty” s executive councxl.’__

Preamble

How perfons 1. And be it Surther enaSted by the authority éforefaid That it (hall and may be lawful to and
clhimingmay  for the perfons fo holding, or claiming to hold 2 aforefsid, to come before the faid commils
Sppeat Tioners éitherin perfon or by their agents; conflituted -and appointed under their hands ard
feals, and to produte to the faid commiffionets the feveral documents, vouchersand other

evidences ¢a which they feverallyfound theirfaid claims; and the faid commifionés, or any

two of thew, whereof the faid chiéf jultice, or juftice of the court of King's bench fhil] be

one, fhall proceed to bear, decide and repoit thereon in'manner herein after mentioned 3 and

The commiffi- {hall for that purpofe have full pawer and-authority to adminifler fuch oaths, and alfo’ by. '

onersmav com-

pel attendr-ce Wartant’ #nder their hands, or the hand of oi;e of thém, compelthe attendance of all fuch

and the'produc

tion of papers. perl'ons ; an?tallo the produ&ion.of all fuch books, papets and other cvxdences as they in

their difcretion fhall thiok neceﬂ'ary or proper.

How they hall.  JI1. .A4ad be it further maé’a by the autlzar:ty aforefaid, That in he:mnc an.d dcczdxng on zl!

b guided: fuch claims; whether the fame be betiveen {ﬁbjﬂ& and fubje&, or between thc lubje and
" * 3 :
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the crown, the faid commiffioners ﬁlall be guided by the real juftice and good confcience
of the cafe, without regard to legal fortns and folemnities, and (hall dire& themfelves by the
beft evidence that they can procure, or that is laid before them, whether the fame be fuch
evideace as the law would requirein other cafes or mot ; and in- cafe they or the major
part of them thall be fatisfied, that the perfon or perfons fo holding, or claiming to bold the
faid lands as aforefaid, is or are entitled in equity and good conicience to hold the farze,
either as the original sominee .or nominees thereof, or as the heir or heirs, devifee or devi-
fees, or bona fide affignee or afligdees of fuch originil nominee or nominees, or by any other
derivative title from fuch original nominee or nominées; the validity of which derivative
tiile ihall be judged of in like waunner, they, the {faid commiflioners, {hall report the fame

——

~ in manner herein after mentioteds ~~-—__:

" 1V. Provided neyerthelefs, arid be it hereby j'urtbcr enaded by thé authority aforefaid, That the
faid comamifficzers fhall not proceed to examine any fuch claim as aforefzid, unlefls they
fkall have caufed notice in writing of their intentiow to proceed upon the bufinels of their
fafcommxﬂion, to_be fixed up in fome confpicuous part of the office of the clerk of the

peace, and at three é)her the moft public places of each difiriét refpe&tively, at leaft one
month before they

Cemmiffioners
to give one
month’s notice’

Claunant! to
lbegm to aét therein ; and alfo, unlefs notice of fuch claxm, and of tive 15 days

the name of the claimant, and 2lfo a'defcnptxon of the lands, in refpe& of which fuch claim “notice.

is made, fhall be fixed up in fome con! fpicuous part of thc faid officé, at leaft fifteen days
beforc the {ame thall come on to be heard - \

V Pramded further, and be i Jxerzh)&&ed by tlxe auﬂ@nly aforefazd That 1t ﬂzall and may
bc Liwful to, and for all perfons interefied, or ciaumug to be mtcreﬁed»x{t fuch-lands: 2s
zforc{'axd to file caveats in the faid ofﬁce of thc cletk of the peace, againft the hearing of any
fuch claim or claims'as aforef3id, but in their prefence ; orin the prefence pf &hcxr agents
properly conftituted under their band":d feals ; and alfo to attend in pcrfoi or by their

£4id agent, when the fid clain Thall be ‘brovght foriward, and to bé heard againft the fame; .

but fiach caveat {ball not retard the Hearing of the fid claim or claimps, Beyond ffteen days
" from the day.on whith. the fame {hpll have been entered in the office of the faid. clerk ot
the peace, anlefs it thall appear to the faid commiffiorers that the reat juftice of the cafe re-
.quires that the fame Ihan be de!ured xn whxch afe it, Ihall and may belawful for thcm to
defer the fame. . L ) : ', .

A

. V1. Andbe it further enatted byg&'e‘ autlzonty aforq['azd “That the faid commxfﬁoners {hall from '

time to time tranfmit.to the cl f thie executive council of this provincé, “a repon of.all
fuch'claims 25 they fhall have exam?\ed. and decided on, and the perfon or péff s iz whofe
favor they- fhall have re ted, {hall be confidered as:entitled to-have 2 grant orgnts under
‘the-great {eal of this-pfoviace, o, f.the lands in refpe@ of which fuch reportmall%be- made,
-and the fame fhail 1ﬂiie to’ fuch perfon or pezfons, of his or their heir or heirs: accordmgly.

VII Pramded nwmbelgﬂr, aud be it
' {ball and may be lawful to and for any perfon orperfons who thall conceive him.or thm~

lelves to be aggrieved by the decifion of the faid commxﬂionets; to appeal therefiom to his F

Ma;efty s executive councils .
» ‘e . ‘_I‘.‘ o~ . \ ‘ )
- . . v :

it hereby furt&er ena&ed by the autlzarxty afbnj’md Tbat it -
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VIIL. Provided furthermore, That no fuch appeal fhall be received by the faid exetutive
council, unlefs the appellant fhall givgngtice to the laid commiflioners of his intention to
appear within three days from the making of fuch decifion ; 2nd fhall alfo at "the fame time
give lecurity to the fatisfaétion of the faid commiflioners, that he will profecute his faid ap+
peal with effe&, or in default thereof will pay fuch cofis to the perfon or perfons in whofe
favor fuch report {hall have been made, as the f2id council in its difcretion fhall award.

IX. And beit further enatted by the authority aforefaid, That in cafe it {ball appear to the faid
com m:ffioners that the faid lands, or any part of them, in refpe& of which a deed or deeds
fhall be claised, are really and bona fide fubjeét to 2ny mortgage or other contraé thereof
theretotore made, 1 thall and may be lawful to and for the faid commifioners, on applica-
tiou tor that purpole by the perica or perfons entitled to, or interefted iz fuch mortgage of
other contra&, to certify that the fzids lands, or any part of them, are fo {ubje& 2s afore-
faid ; and it fhall and may be lawful to and for the perfon or perfons {o entitléd and inter-
eftec, on producing the certificate of the faid commiffioners to the regifter of the county oz
riding in which fuch lands thall be, to caufe the fame to be enregiftered, and the faid regift-
er is hereby required and authorized to enregifier the {ame in like manner, and in the fame -
order, and priority, and fubje& to the like rules and reflriftions ; and fuch enregiftration
fhall have the like force and effe& as if grants under the great {eal had theretofote iffued of
fuch lands at the time or times when fuch mortgzge, mortgages or other contra&s were mades

X. And te it further enafled by the authorily ajbrefa:d That all judgments which would bave
bound the faid lands, or any part of them, in cafe grants under the great feal had thetetofore
iffued thereof before fuch judgments were had, fhall be let in to and have tite f2me force
and effe@ upon the faid lands as they would in fuch cafe have had, any law to the contrary
notwithftanding.
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XI. Andbe it further enafled by the authority aforc/'azd That it {hall and may be lawful to
and for theclerk of the peace, who is hereby authorized and empowered to a&t as clerk to the
faid commiflion, to demand and receive to and from the {everal perfons who fhall zpply to-
him for any of the purpoles of this a&, the following .
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Eor receiving, fixing up in his office; and fetting dowm for hearing aky claim for
" a grant, and alfo for mating up a report refpeding the fame - -« o o0 : 2 : 6
For receiving and fetting down for hearing anycaveat - « & o o ©0: 2 : 6
For @ copy of the order re[petting each claxm refpellively - o < e o0 2: 6
For receiving and tranfmitting to the clerk of the executive council any notice of o
01’?6“’:‘3'2'7‘7'7----0:’5_;0



