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. An ACT tofix the times and places of holding the Courts of General Quarter Seffions of the Peace within
the feveral Diftricts of this Province.

"HEREAS it is neceffary to fix the times and places for holding the courts of general

P i/ &/ feflions of the peace within the feveral difiri&s in this province ; Be it enac-
P ed by the king’s moft excellent majefty, by and with the advice and confent of the le-
giflative council and affembly, of the province of Upper-Canada, conﬂituted and affembled by

virtue of and under the authority or an 2& pafled in the parliamént of Great-Britaip, entitled

an a& to repeal certain parts of an a&, paffed in the fourteenth year of his majefty’s reign, entj-
tled, “ An aét fot making more effe@ual provifion for the government of the province of Que-.

bec, in North America, and to make further provifion for the government of the {aid province,”

and by the authority of the fame, That from and after the paﬂ"mg of this a&, the feveral courts

I of general feffions of the peace within this province, relpeétively, (hall commence and be

holden at the times and places hereinafter mentioned, yearly and in every year, that is to fay—

Time & place That the courts of general quarter {effions of the peace for the Eaftern diftri& of this province
gﬁ;;‘;:'}:}{n:,[;: fhall commence and be holden in New Johnfton, on the fecond Tuelday in the month of O&o-
fl’;&t‘:‘i‘é‘_m“em ber, and on the fecond Tuelday in the month of April ; and in the town of Cornwal, on the

fecond Tuefday in the month of January, and on the fecond Tuelday in the month of July.

Inthe Midland  II. And be it enatted, That the courts of general quarter felfions of the peace for the Midland
e diftri&t of this province, fhall comimence and be holden in Adolphus town on the fecond
Tuefday in the month of July, and on the fecond Tuefday in the month ofj:muary ; and in

Kingfton on the fecond Tuefday in the month of April, and on the fecond Tuelday in the
tionth of O&ober.

In the Home L. Andbeit enadled, That the courts of general quarter feffions of the peace for the Home

diftrict. diftri& of this province, thal! commence and be holden in the town of Newark, on the fecond
Tuelday in the month of July, on the fecond Tuelday in the month of Oétober, on the fecond
Tuelday in the month of January, and on the fecond Tdefday in the month of April,

o the WeRern IV, And be it enadied, That the courts of general quarter {effions of the peace for the Weftern

b diftrict of this province, {hall commence and be holden in the town of Detroit, on the fecond
Tuefday in the month of July, on the fecond Tuefday in the month of O&ober, on the fecond
Tuelday in the month of January, and on the fecond Tuelday in the month of April.

Special feions V. And be it further enadted, That a court of fpecial feffions of the peace {hall commence and

iti “;Iic,*‘i‘i"’“" be holden, yearly and in every year, in the town of Machilimackinac, on the fecond Tuelday
1 0

in the month of July.

CoH AP M
An ACT to prevent the further introdustion of Slaves, and to limit the Term of contratis for Servitude
within this Province. :

" N 7' HEREAS itis unjuft thata people who enjoy freedom by law fhould encourage the
_ "ireamble. -

introdu&ion of flaves, and whereas it is nighly expedient to abolifh flavery in

vince, fo far as the fame may gradually be done without violating private Property ;

Be it enadted by the king’s moft excellent majefty, by and with the advice and conlent of the
legiflative council and affembly of the province of Upper-Canada, conftituted and affembled, by
virtue of and under the authority of an a&, pafled in the parliament of Great-Britain,.emitled an
 aét to repeal certain parts of an at paffed in the fourteenth year of his majefty’s reign, entitled,
¢ An aft for making more effetual provifion for the government of the province of Quebec,

this pro-
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in North America, and to make further provifion for the government of the faid province,”
and by the authority of the fame, That from and after the paffing of this a&, fo much of acer-
tain a& of the parliament of Great-Britain, paffed in the thirtieth year of his prefent majefty,
eatitled, *¢ An aé for encouraging new {éttlers in his majefty’s colonies and plantations in Ane-
rica,” as may enable the governor, or lieutenant governor of this province, heretofore parcel of
his majefty’s province of Quebec, to granta licence for importing into the fame any Negroe
or Negroes, thall be, and the {ame is hereby repealed ; and that from and after the pafling of
this a&, it thall not be lawful for the governor, lieutenant governor or perfon adminiftering the
government of this province, to grant a licence for the importation of any negroe, or other per-
{on to be {ubjected to the condition of a flave, or to a bounden involuntary fervice for life in-
to any part of this province ; nor {hallany negroe, orother perfon who {hall come or be brought
into this'province after the pafiing of this a&, be fubjeét to the condition of a flave, or to fuch
fervice as aforefaid, within this province, nor {hall any voluntary contra& or indenture of fer-
vice that may be entered into by any parties within this province, after the pafling of this a&, be
binding on them, or either of them, for a longer time than a term of nine years from the day
of the date of {uch contraét.

11. Provided always, That nothing herein contained {hall extend, or be confirued to extend
to liberate any negroe, or other perfon fubjefted to fuch fervice as aforefaid, or to difcharge
them or any of them from the pofleffion of the owner thereof, his or her executors, adminiftra-
tors or afligns, who fhall have come or been brought into this province, in conformity to the
conditions prefcribed by any authority for that purpale exercifed, or by any ordinance or law of
the province of Quebec, or by proclamation of any of his majefty’s governors of the fad pro-
vince for the time being, or of any a& of the parliament of Great-Britain, or {hall have other-
wife come into the poffeffion of any perfon, by gift, bequeft or bona fide purchafe before the paf-
fing of this a@, whole property thérein is hereby confirmed, or to vacate or annul any contraét
for fervice that may heretofore have been lawfully madeand entered into, or to prevent parents
or guardians from binding cut children until they fhall have obtained the age of twenty-cne
years. i
* 1I1. And in order to prevent the continuation of flavery within this provincé, Be it enatted

‘by the authority aforefaid, That immediately from and after the pafling of this a@&, every child

that fhall be born of a negro mother, or otlter woman {ubjeéted to fuch fervice as aforefaid

fhall bide and remain with the mafter or mifire(s, in whofe fervice the mother (hall be living é;
the time of fuch cHild’s birth (unlels fuch mother and child {hall leave fuch fervice, by and
with the confent of fuch mafter or miftrefs) and fuch maRer or miftrefs fhall, and is hereby re-
quired to give proper nourithment and'cioéthing to {uch child or children, and fhall and may
put fuch child or children to work, when he, fhe or they fhall be able fo to do, and fhall and
may retain him or her in their fervice until every fuch child fhall have attained the age of
twenty five years, at which time they and each of them fhall be ‘entitled to demand his or her
difcharge from, and fhall be difcharged by fuch mafter or miftrefs, from any further fervice,
And to the end that the age of fuch child or children may be more eafily afeertained, the maf-
ter or mifirefs of the mother thereof, fhall and is hereby required, to caufle the day of the birth
of every fuch child as {hall be born of a négroe or other mother [ubjeéted to the condition of
3 flave, in their fervice as aforefaid, to be regiftered within three months after its birth, by the
clerk of the parifh, townfhip or place wheréin fuch mafter or mifirefs refide, which clerk fhall
!Je authorized to demand and receive the fum of one {billing, for regifiering the fame. And
In cale any mafter or miftrefs fhall refufe or negle@ to caufe fuch regifier to be made, within
the time aforefaid, and fhall be convidted thereof, either on his or her confeffion, or by the
®ath of one or more credible witgefs, or witnefles, before any jultice of the p'eace,‘he or the
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thall, for every fuch offence, forfeit and pay the fum of five pounds, to the public ftock of
‘the diftri&t.

IV. And besit further enaGied by the authority aforefaid, That in cafe any mafter or miftrefs thall
detain any {uch child born in their fervice as aforefaid, after the pafling of this a&, under any
pretence whatever, after fuch {ervant fhall have attained the age of twenty-five yeats, except by
virtue of a contract of fervice, or indentures, duly and voluntarily executed, after fuch difchmge
as aforefaid, it fhall and may be lawful for fuch fervant to apply for a dilcharge to any of his
majefty’s jultices of the peace, who fhall and is hereby required thereupon to .iffue a fummons
to fuch malter or miftrefs; to appear before him to fhew caufe why fuch fervant {hould not be
difcharged, and the proat that fuch fervant is under the age of twenty-five years, fhall reft upon
and be adduced by the mafter or mifire(s of {uch fervant ; otherwile it thall and may: be lawful
for the faid juflice to difcharge fuch fervant from fuch fervice as aforefaid. Provided always,
That in cafe any iffue fhall be born of fuch children, during their infant fervitude, or after,
fuch iffue fhall be entitled to all the rights and privileges of free born fubjeéts.

V. Aud be it further enacted, That whenever any mafter or mifirefs (hall liberate or releafe any
perfon fubje& to the condition of a flave from their fervice, they fhall at the fame time give
good and {ufficient fecurity to the church or town wardens of the parifh or townfhip where they
live, that the perfon fo releafed by them fhall not become chargeable to the fame, orany other
parith or townfhip.
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An ACT to eftablift.a Court of Probate in this Province, and alfo a Surrogate Court in eyery
Diftriét thereof.
- HEREAS it is expedient to eftablith a court for the purpofe of granting probate of
wills and committing letters of adminiftration of the goods of perfons dying inteflate,
having perfonal eftate within this province, Be it enagted by the king’s moft excellent

majelty, by and with the advice and confent of the legiflative council, and aflembly of the pro=
vince of .Uppcr—Camd,a,, conftituted and affembled, by virtue of, and under the authority of an
a& paffed in the parliament of Great-Britain, entitled an a& to repeal certain parts of an a&;
pafled in the fourteenth year of his majelty’s reign, entitled, ‘“ An a& for making more effecs
tual provifion for the government of the province of Quebec, in North-America, and to make
further provifion for the government of the fuid province,” and by the authority of the fame,
That there be conftituted and eftablithed, and there is hereby conftituted and eltablifhed, a
court with full power and authority to iffue procefs and hold cognizance of all matters relative
to the granting.of probates, and committing letters of adminiftration, and to grant probates of
wills, and commit letters of adminifiration of the goods of perfons dying inteftate, having per-
fonal eftate, rights and credits within this province, to be called and known by the name of
the Court of Probate of the province of Upper-Canada, and that the governor, Iieu&cnant-gov-
einor, or perfon adminiftering the government thereof, fhall prefide in the faid court, to hear,
give order or decree, or pronounce judgment in all queltions, caufes or {uits that may be
brought before him, relative to the matters aforefaid, and that for fuch purpofe he may from
time to time, when he fhall be fo difpofed, call fuch perfon or perfons as he fhall think proper
to be affeor or affeffrrs with him, and that it; {hall and may be lawful for the governor, lieu-
tenant-governor, or perfon adminiftering the government in this province, to nominate and
appoint from time to time, an official principal of the court together with a regifter and fuch
officers as may be neceflury for the exercife of the jurifdi&ion to the faid court belonging.

1. Aad whereas:it will be conyenisnt for the inhabitants of this province 1o be enabled to
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