ANNO SEPTIMO

VICTORIE REGINAE.

CAP.XIL

AN ACT to incorporate a Company under the
style and title of *‘ the 8t. John’s Gas Light
Company.”

[Passcd 29th April, 1814.]

L V4
W HEREAS the lighting of the Streets, Houses and Public Places
of the Town of St. Johw’s with Gas would be of great public  utility ; panble.
and whereas the several persons hereinafter named are desirous of being
united into a Company for carrying into effect the purpose atoresaid,
but the same cacuotbe effectually accomplished without the authority
of the Legislature,

{ —Be it therefore enacted, by the Governor, Council, and Assembly,
iu Legislative Session couvened, that Robert Job, Peter McBride, (“'”1""” incor-
Henry P Bowring, Lawrence Q7 Brien, Kenneth Me .,Lea, Henry P, Tho . porete
mas, John Stuart, and Walter Grieve, and their respective successors,
executers. administrators and assigos, and all such other persons as may
Lave associated with them for the purpose aforesaid, and also all such
other persons as shall hereafter become Stockholders in the Company
bereby established in manner bereinafter provided, and their respec-
tive suceessors, executors, administrators, and assigns, shall be and they
are hereby united into a Company for the purpose aforesaid, and shall
bea Rody Corporate and Politic, in Jaw, in fact and in hame, by the
style and-title of the < St Joh’s Gas Light Company,” and by that
pame shall have perpetual succession, and a common seal, with power
to alter the same 5 and shall and may be capable in law to sue and be
sued, implead and be impleaded, answer and be answered unto, in all
Courts and places whatsoevers; and shall and may purchase, hold, re-
ceive, enjoy, assizn and convey, any Lands and Tenements, Goods and
Chattels 5 and to do and exccute all other things, in and about the
same, as may be necessary for the advantage of ch said Cm'pnr.\(mn
and also that they the said Cnmpdm or the majer part of them, s! mllaml
may, from time to time, and at all times, have full power and authority
to ordain, make and establish all such rules and bye-laws, and to do
and perform all such other acts, deeds, matters and things, whatsoever,
as may be necessary for the good government of the said Corpo-
ration, and as (o them as such Body Politic and Corporate shall appertain
a0 do; Provided always that the said Lands, Tenements and Ieredic piois
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taments to be holden by the said Corporation shall not exceed in yearly
value the sum of One Thousand Pounds ; and provided also that such
rules and bye-lawsshall not be in any wise inconsistent with the true
intent and meaning of this Act,norrepugnant tothe laws of this Colony.

H.—And be it further enacted, that the said Company may raise and
contribute among themselves, as the Stock of the said Company, a sum
not exceeding in the whole Six "Thousand Pounds, in Six Hundred
Nhares of Ten Pounds each 5 and such sum shall be paid by the Stock-
holders respectively, at such_times and in such manneras the Directors
of the said Company may fromtime to time appoint, and shall be ap-
propriated to the purpose of constructing, completing and maintaining
the Gas-works of the said Company, and for carrying info cffect the
purposes of this Aet:  Provided always, that whenever the business of
the said Compauny shail be thought to require a further and additional
amount of Capital Stock, it shall and may be lawful for the said Stock-
holders, atany general or special meeting to be called {cr that purpose,
and of which due notice of not less than twenty days shall be first given
in two of the Newspapers published i this Colony, of which the Royal
Gazette shall be one, 10 inerease the said Capital Stock by the further
sum of Six Thousand Pounds, in Shares of Ten Pounds each 5 and such
additional Stock may be made and added either in one gross amount and
at one time, or at two or mare distinet and separate times, and in such
amounts severally as shall be resolved and agreed upon at the said or
at any subsequert meeting of such Stockholders to be called as afore-

s,

VU —And be it further enacled, that so soon as Five Hundred Shares
shall he subscribed of the said Capital Stock, the first General Meeting
of the Stockholders shall be holden at such place as the majority of
Stockholdersshall appoint—Fourteen days’ notice of the time and place
of such meeting being given in one or wore of the Public Newspapers,
of which the Royal Gazette shall be one 5 and such meeting shall ap-
soint Seven persons, being each a proprietor of Ten or more share sin
the said Company, to be Directors thereof, and shall make, ordain, and
establish, such Bules and Bye-Laws for the good conduct and manage-
ment of the affairs of the said Company, and the carrying into effect
the purposes of this Act, as may be deemed necessary.

IV.—And be it further enacied, that the said Directors so to be appoin-
fed as aforesaid, shall ecommence the operations of the said Company,
and shal! continue in office until the first Monday in May, 1845, aul
that on the said first Monday in May, and on the first Motday in May
in each succeeding year, a General Meeting of the Stockholders of the
said Company shall, upon due notice as aloresaid, be holden, at which
meeling the Directors for the then past year shall exhibit a full and
unreserved Statement of the affairs of the said Corporation, and such
meeting shall thereupon proceed to audit the said Accounts so exhibi-
ted, to declare a dividend thereon, to elect Directors for the thea en-
suing year, to amend if necessary or to annul any Rule or Bye-Law of
tie said Company, and to transact such other business as may then be
brought before them,

V.—And be it further enacted, that of the said Board of Directors, Four,
ol whom the President or Vice President to be appointed as hereinaf-
ter prescribed, shall be one, shall be a quorum for the transaction of
business; and that as soon after their election as may be, such Directors
shall choose a President and Vice President, and thatin caseany vacancy
shall, previously to any such annual meeting as aforesaid, arise by the
death, resignation, or ahsence from the Colony, of any member of the
said Board, the remaining Directors shall be and they are hereby autho-
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rized to fill upsuch vacancy from among the Stochholders of the said
Company, and the person appoiuted to such vacancy shall continue in
office until the time of the holding of the next annual meeting of

Stockholders,

VI.—dAnd be it further enacted, that the Directers for the time being
shall have power to appoint such Officers, Clerks, and Servants, as they él’e‘}_‘l";“;;:"‘ of
shall think necessary for executing the business of the said Corporation. ggicers of Com.
and shall allow them such compensation for their respective services as pany &e.
may be reasonable and proper,—all which, togcther with the expense of
all other continzencies, shall be defrayed out of the funds of the Corpora-
tion ; and the said Directors shall likewise exercise such other powers and
anthorities for the well regulating the affairs of the said Corporation, as
shall be prescribed by the Bye-Laws and Regulations of the same,

VIL.—4nd be it further enacted, that on overy occasion when in confor- v Low .
mity with the provisions of this Act the votes of the Stock-holders are to vided among
be given, each Stock-holder shall be entitled to one vote for every Sharc ; Sovk-holders.
and that in any case where, upon any question being under the considera-
tion of the Board of Directors, the number of votes for and against such
question shall be cqual, the President shall have a casting vote @ Provi-
ded always that no Stock-holder of the said Corporation shall in any case provise,
be entitled to more than fifty votes.

Voting on Boar|
of Directors.

VI —And be it further nacled, that all Stock-holders resident within vete 1y proxy.
this Colony or clsewhere may vote by proxy :  Provided that such proxy Piovico.
be a Stock-holder, and do produce a sufficient authority in writing from
his constituent so to act.

IX.—dAnd be it further enacled, that all and cvery the Shares in the Shaes to be por.
Capital Stock of the said Company, and all profits and advantages thercof, sonal estate.
shall be deemed and shall be personal cstate, and transmissible as such
according to the rules and regulations to be established in that Lehalf;

Provided always that no assignment or transfer of any Share shall be

valid or cffectual until such transfer be entered and registered in a Book

to be kept for that purpose ; and provided also that whenever any Stock- Proviso for re-
holder shall transfer in manner aforesaid all his Stock or Shares in - the 8™ "_ff .l'f‘,'“,
said Company to any other Person or Persons, such Stock-holder shall oj """ ™
cease to be a Member ofthe said Corporation.

X —And be il further enacted, that the Shares in the Capital Stock
of the said Company shall be liable to attachment and exccution, in
like manner as other personal property now is, and that the process or Shares to be sub.
warrant in such cases respectively shall be served on the President or ject toattackment.
Vice President of the Board of Directors, .and such service shall biud
the Shares ol such Stockholder to the extent of such attachment or
execution 5 and that for the purpose of ascertaining the number of
Shsres held by any Stockholder against whom any attachment or exe-
cution may have issued, such President or Vice President, or auy Direc-
tor or Officer of the said Company. may be examined in like manner
as any third person, having iu his or ber possession any Monies, Goods,
Debtsor Effects of any Defendant, may now be examined ; and upon
sale by the Sheriff of avy such Sharesunder any such execotion, or
under execution issued upon a judgment obtained in the cause wherein
the attachment shall have been made on mesne process, the Clerk of
the said Company shall, on production of a bill of sale from the Sheriff,
transfer the number of Shares by him sold under such execution to the Provie
purchaser or purchasers thereof, and such transfer shall be valid and
effectual toall intents and purposes :  Provided that when the attach-
ment shall have been made under a writ of execution, the sale by the
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Sheriff shall be made withiu thirty days after the warrant shall have
been left with the President or Vice President 5 and when the attach-
ment shall have been made under mesne process, the sale shall be
made within thirty days after such time as the plaintiff could have
signed judgment in the cause in which such attachment on mesne pro-
cess shall have issued ; and provided also that the proceeds of such
sale shall be subjecy aml liable in the first instance to any debt that may
be due from the said defendant to the said Corporation.

X1.—And be it further enacled, that the holders of Stock in the said
Corporation shall ve chargeable in their private and individual capaci-
tv for the pmnentofa)l I)ebte due at nuy time frem the said Corpora-
tion, in proportion to the Stock they reﬂ.pechvel) holdy Provided how-
ever, that in no case shallany one Stockholder be lmbh* to pay a sum
exceeding the amount of Stock then actually held by him; Provided
nmcr!lwlvu that nothing previously hercin contained shall be con-
strued to exempt the Joint Stock of the said Corporation from being
also liable for and chargeable with debtsand engagements of the sawe,

X —And be it further enacted, That on any dissolution of the said
Corporation, immediate and cffectual measaresshall be taken by the
Directors then in Oflice for closing all the concerns of the said Corpo-
ration, aud for dividing the Capital and Profits thereol which may re-
main after the disce harge of'all existing debts and liabilities, among the
Stackholders. in proportion to their respective intereats T Provided,
that sueh Stockholders shall be chargeable in their private and indivi-
daal capacities for the payment and diseharge of all then existing debis
aid Jiabilities of the said Corporation, in proportionto the Stock they
shall then respectively hold, subject however to the proviso mentioned
i the preceding section of this det: Provided however that such lia-
hitay shall continue or two years ouly from and alter the time of such
dissolution,

XU L~=And b> it furlher rnacted, 'T'hatany number of Stock-holders,
not less than ten, who together shall be proprietors of one hundred sharcs,
shall have power atany time to calla General Meeting ol Stock- holucrs,
for purposes relating to the business of the said Lozporation, giving at

least ten days’ previous notice in two of the Newspapers published - the

Lolou;, of which the Royal Gazette shall be one, and specifying in such
notice the time and place of such Meeting and the- ObJQCT‘S thereof’; andthe
Board of Directors, or any four of them, shall have the like power at any
time, upon observing the like formalities, to call a General Meeting as

aforesaid.

XIV—And be it further en-ct:d, thatit shall be lawful for the said
Company, and they are hereby empowered from time to tune to break
up, dig, and trench so much and so many of the. Streets, Squares and
Public Pleces of the said Town of St. John’s, commencing at the works
of the said Corporation or such other p]ace as may be expcuent and
running throughout the said T'ewn, .as may be nccessary for laying or
taking up the Mains and Pipesto conduct the Ctas from the works of the
said ¢ orporation tothe places where the same is to be consumed, or for
conveying away the wastings of the said works: and also from time to
time to causc such Lamps, Lamp Irens, or Lamp Posts, or other Posts, to
be phcul fixed, put up or crected within or upon all or any of the said
Roads, Streets, and Flaces, as they shall think proper, doing no unne-
cessary damage in any of the I'remiscs, and taking care, as far as may be,
to preserve a free and ubinterrupted passage tmou0h the said Ntreets,
Squares and Public Places while such works are 1n progress, pla(,nw
Guards or Pences with Lamps during the night, and taking such other
precautions as may be necessary for the prevention of accidents by any
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openings, and finishing and replacing the gaid Streets, Squares and Pub-
Ti¢ Places in as good couilitionasbefore the commencement of the works,
without any unnecessary delay : and that in case of the neglect of any
‘of the duties herein prescribed, the said Corporatiun shall be subject to

‘pay a fine of Five Pounds overand above such damages as may be re- peyq,,
covered against the said Corporatiou in any Civil Action,

XV.—JAnd beit further enacted, that where there are buildings within p .., o -~
the said Town, different parts whereof shall belong to different propri- ration where
-étors, or shall be in possession of different T'enants or Lessees, the said buildings owned
Corporation shall have power to carry Pipes to any part of any building, o occupiet by
so situated, passing over the property of ouie or more proprietors or in dﬁ:s:; e
“possession of one or more Tenauts, to convey the Gas to that of ano- prEne
ther or in possession of another, and also to break up and uplift all
passages which may be a' common servitude to neighbouring proprie-
tors, and to dig or cut trenches thereiu for the purpose of laying down
Pipes, or taking up and repairing the same ; the said Corperation do-
ing as little damage as may be in the execution of the powers granted by
this Act and making satisfaction to the owners or proprietors of build-
ings or other property, or to the public, for all the damage to be by
them sustained in or by the execution of all or any of the said powers.

XVI.—And be it further enacled, that the said Corporation shall so Gasworks tobe
coustruct and locate their Gas Works, and all apparatus and appurte- ”“bji.c‘ ‘°f‘hl" o
nauces thereuuto appertaining, as in no wise to endanger the public 3?::;‘:,‘:3:;:‘:&;
health or salety ; and for the purpose of better ensuring the due execu- )
tion of the provisions of this section, all such works, apparatus, and
appurtenances aforesaid, shall be subject to the visits and inspection of
the Stipendiary Magistrates for the said Town of Saint John’s ; aud the
said Corporation shall at all times obey all such just and reasonable
ordersand directions as they shall receive from the said Magistrates for
the purpose of ensuring the execution of the provisions of this Section, Penslty.
under a penalty not exceeding Five Pounds for every such offence :

Provided always that nothing herein contained shall extend or be con-
strued to prevent the said Corporation, their Officers, Servants or From*:
Workmen, from being prosecuted for public or private nuisance arising
trom-the said Gas Works, or any apparatus or appurtenance thereof,

or ‘to prevent the effeet of any judgment or sentence lawfully rendered
npon any such prosecution.

XVIL.-—And be it further enacted, that if any Person or Persons shall p,.vies on pers
lay or cause to be laid any Pipe or Main to communicate with any Pipe or sons fraudulently
Main belonging to the said Corporation, or inany way obtain or use its using gas.
vas without the consent of the Board of Directors or their Officer appointed
togrant such consent, orshall increasethe supply of Gas agreed for with the
said Corporation by increasing the number or size of the holesin the Gag
Burners, or using the Gas without Burners, er otherwise wrongfully, neg-
ligently or wastefully butning the same, or by wrongfully or improperly
wasting the Gas, every such person shall forfeit and pay to the said Corpo-
ration the sum of T'en Pounds for every such offence over and above the
value of the Gaswhich may have been so wrongfully used, consumed, or
wasted, and the same, together with costs of suit in that behalf incurred,
may be recovered in any civil action to be brought by the said Corpora-
tion in any of Her Majesty’s Courts of Record.

XVII.~~And be it further enacled, thatif any person or persons shall
wiltully or maliciously break up, pull down, injure, damage, put out of Penalty againat
order, or destroy, any Main, Pipe, Lamp Iron, Lamp Post or any other P> ’”‘.“:"y
apparatus or appurtenance of the said Corporation, or any materials used i?'ggig‘:&ps;,
and provided for the same, or shull in any wise wilfully do any other in-
jury or damage, for the purpose of obstructing, hindering or embarrassing
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the construction, completion, maintaining or repairing of the said works,
or of the apparatus or appurtenances thereof, or shall wilfully extmomsh
thelight of any such Lamp, as aforesaid, every such person or persons
shall, on conviction therefor to be had in a summary manner before any
Justice of the Peace, forfeit for every such offence anysum not cxceeding
Five Pounds, and shall also make full satisfaction for the damage so by
them occasioned ; ; and it shall be lawful for any person or persons who
shall see the offence committed, to apprehend, without any warrant, and
for any other persons to assist in apprehending. the offender or oﬂ'enders,
and to convey him, her, or them, to any Constable, who is to keep him,
ber, or them, in safe custody, and with all reasonable despatch to convey
him, her or them, before any Justice of the P’eace, in order to his, her, or
their conviction for such offence ; ; and in case any such offender or offen-
ders shall not on conviction pay the said forfeiture and satisfaction, such
Justice is hereby required to commit such offender or offenders to the
Common Gaol, for any period not exceeding Three Calendar Months,
unless such for feiture and satisfaction shall be sooner paid,

XX —And be it further enacted, that if any person or persons shall
carelessly or accidentally break avy of the said Lamps, Lamp Irons, or
Lamp Posts, or do any other such injury or damage as hereinbefore is
mentioned, and shall not upon demand make satisfaction for the injury so
done, it shall and may be lawful for any Justice of the Peace, upon any
complaint thereof, to summon the party complained of before him, and
upon hearing thereof by the parties on both sides, oron the non-appear-
ance of the party complamed of, to examine the matterof complaint, and
award such sum of money by way of satisfaction for such damage as such
Justice shall think reasonable ; and in case of neglect or lefusal forthwith
to pay such money, then the same and all expenses aitending the reco-
very thereof, may be levied by distress and sale of the Defendant s goods
and chattels,

XX.—And be it further enacted, that all Penalties imposed by this
Act, for recovery of which no method is hereinbefore prescribed, may be
sued for and recovered, together with costs of suit, by an action of debt,
to be brought in any of Her Majesty’s Courts of Recoxd or in a summary

no prior provision manner before any two or more of Her Majesty’s Justnces of the Peace,
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and by distress and sale of the offender’s Goods and Chatels ; and no
conviction which may be had under this Act shall be quashed for want of
form, Provided sufficient appear on the face thereof to warrani such

, conv;ctlou.

XXI.—-«Ahd be ol further enacled, that this Act shall be deemed and
taken to be a Public Act, and shall be judicially taken notice of, and
have the effect of a Public Act without being specially pleaded.

X XII.—And be it further enacted, that this Act shall continue and be
in force for the period of Fifty years, and no longer.
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