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ANNO DECIMO QUARTO

VICTORI/E REGINA.

CAP. VIIL

AN ACT for the establishment and regulation of a
Penitentiary in Saint John's.

[Passed 31st May, 1851 ]

WHEREAS the establishment of a Penitentiary in the Town of Saint ,
John’s, for the Imprisonment and Correction of Criminal Offenders, would
be of great public advantage, and be eminently conducive to the reforma-
tion of such Offenders, and to the repression of Crime :

renttible.

Be it therefore enacted, by the Governor, Council and Assembly, in Treasurer aathn.
Legislative Session convened, That the Treasurer of this Island be, and he rized to rarer 1y
1s hereby authorized to raise on Loan, from such Person or Persons, Body :2’;‘{,&?3?,,‘;'3{,,
or Bodies Corporate, as shall be willing to advance the same, a Sum not Penitentiary st

. “ r . ) Saint Jobhn'e.
exceeding Seven Thousand and Five Hundred Pounds, chargeable upon
and to be repaid out of the Public Funds of this Colony, together with
Interest at a rate not exceeding Six per Centum per Annum, upon De-
bentures to be issued, signed by the Treasurer aforesaid, and counter-
signed by the Colonial Secretary, payable in Ten Years from the Date
thereof respectively, which said Sum, or so much as may be necessary,
shall be appropriated towards defraying the expenses of the Erection, Com-
pletion and Furnishing of a Building in Saint John’s, or the vicinity there-
of, to be called the “ Colonial Penitentiary,” which shall be used as a
Prison for such Offenders, as hereinafter specified, as shall have been
convicted or committed on a charge of Crime, and for the Confinement
of Persons Imprisoned for Debt.

Il.— nd be it enacted, That it shall ke lawful for the Commissioners, to commissioners to
be appointed as hereinalter provided, to hold in wust any Land that may jold baod fn
be granted or conveyed to them for the purposes of this Act, and to enter :mpz'gonue
into all necessary Contracts for the Erection and Completion of a Building Buildioe:
as a Penitentiary aforesaid :  Provided aliways, that Tenders for such Con-
tracts shall be advertised for, and the same, together with all Plans, Spe-
cifications and Ilstimates, shall, prior to entering into any such Contract,

be submitted te the Governor and Council for their approval.
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Monies to be H.—4ad be il enacled, That it shall be lawful for the Governor, or

;‘J;';".‘,'y'::’,':::‘f,'in' Administrator of the Government for the time being, from time to time,

of the Governor. by Wappaut under his Hand and Seal, to draw upon the Treasurer for any
sum ot sums of Money not exceeding Seven Thousand and Five Hundred
Pounds as aforesaid, on the requisition of the Chaivian ol the said Coms
missioners, in favor of any Person or Persons, to be applied to the purposes
of this Act.

six Commission-  1V.—.dnd be it enacted, ‘That it shall be lawful for the Governor, or

ers o e nppointed & dministrator of the Government for the (ime being, by and with the

for erectionnnd  advice of Her Majesty’s Council, to appoint Five Commissioners (o super-

et intend the Building ol the said Penitentiary as aforesaid, and for the go-
vernance thereof, and from time to time to remove all or any of the said
Commissioners, and to appoint others in their stead, or instead of such as.
shall die orresign, or be unable by sickness or otherwise to attend, which
said Commissieners shall appoint a Chairman, and shall hold Meetings,
and they, or any Three of them, shall have power, from time to time, to

To make Rules.  make Rules for their Meetings, and for all matters relating thereto, and
also for the government of the said Penitentiary or Prison, and for the
duties and conduct of the Svperintendent and other Oificers of the Peni-
tentiary, and for the Dict, Clothing, Maintenance, Employment and D.s-
cipline of the Convicts imprisoned therein, as to the said Commissioners
shall scem fit, and such Rules to alter and amend as occasion may require ;

Proviso. Provided always, that such Rules and Regulations shall not be of any force
until first approved of by the Governor and Council, and copies thereof
shall be lzid before the Legislature at its then next Session,

Commissioners o~ V.—JInd be it enacled, That the said Commissioners shall have full

25::0222:(‘)12‘%}1-. power at any and at all times to appoint requisite Oflicers and Servants

intendent, and for the said Penitentiary, other than a Superinterdent, who shall be ap-

e ot pointed by the Governor, and the same or any of them to remove, and

duties. if they shall deem it necessary, to require any of them employed in the
said Penitentiary to give Security for the faithful performance of his
Duties in such sums and manncr as they shall direct.

Commissioners VI.—Jnd be it enacted, That the said Commissioners shall, from time
iy chanse to time, appoint one or more of themselves to visit the said Penitentiary,
among theelves. during the intervals between theiv Mectings, and if they shall think fir,
may delegate power to such Visitors, or any of them, to make any order
or give any directions in cases of pressing emergency within such Peni-
tentiary, which might be made or given by the said Commissioners: Pro-
vided, that every such order or direction shall be in writing, and shall be
reported, with the circumstances by which the same was occasioned, to the
Commissioners at their next Mecting.

Proviso.

Commissionersto ¥ M= be it enacted, That the Commissioners of the said Peniten-
be incarprate, —tjary, and their Successors, shall be a Body Corporate, and shall sue and
dents of zorpora- D€ SUCd by the name of the “ Chairman and Commissioners of the Colonial
tions, Penitentiary,” and shall be entitled to all the liberties, privileges, and

rights, usually exercised by and incident to Corporations.

Power tocontraet ¥ Wl —+nd be it enacled, That the Commissioners shall have power to
for mpplyof  make Contracts, by Tender, aflter Public Notice, with uny Persons whome
;L‘L‘;L’g“ri‘e‘:‘}w soever, for the Cloihing, Diet, and other necessaries, for the maintenance
convicls, and support of the Convicts confined in such Penitentiary ar Prison, and
for the Implements or Materials for anv kind of Manufacture or Trade in
which Convicts confined in cuch Peniteatiary or Prison shall he employed s
and also to carry on such Manufactures or Trade in such Prison, and 1o
Sell such Goods, Wares and Merchandize, as shall be wiouzht or manu-
factured therein. “ o
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1X.—And be it enacled, That the said Commissioners shall, on or before Commssioners to
the Tenth day of January in each Year, and oftener if roqal.ed by the oot
Governor or Administrator of the Government for the time being, male b1y on the riute
Reports in writing, under the Hands of Three or more of them, to lh(ituryl,‘&g."mn
Governor, or Administrator of the Government, specifying the state of the
Buildings—the behaviour and conduct of the Officers of “the Pemtemmry
or Prison, and of the Criminals and Convicts—the amount of the earnings
of the Criminals and Convicts, and the expense of the Penitentiary or
Prison, and such other matters relating to the discipline and management
of such Prison as they shall deem expedient, or as the Governor, or Ad-
ministrator of the Government, shull direct; and every such Report shall
be laid before the Council and House of Assembly within One Calendar
Month after the receipt thereol, if the General Assembly shall be then
sitting, or if not, then within One Calendar Month alter the then next
Meeting of the General Assembly.

X.—dAnd be it enacled, That all Persons convicted of any Crimes or Persons convicted
of crime in the
Offences in the Central District, and sentenced to Imprisonment, together ¢ pisirier,
with all Persons committed 0 Prison by Her Majesty’s Justices of the or rentenced v
b3 the Crreait Courts,
Peace for the said District; shall be confined in the said Penitentiary for o be imprivoned
their respective Terms of Imprisonment; and ir shall be lawlul for the “i"‘r‘;’ Pemiten-
. B e S . tiary.

Judges of the Northern and Southern Circuit Courts respectively, to cause
all Prisoners seitenced to Imprisonment in the said respective Courts, to
be removed from the District in which they shall have been convicted,
and to be conveyed and taken to the said Penitentiary, and 1o make the
necessary Orders and Regulations for the conveyance of such Persons
and the Superintendent of the said Penitentiary shall forthwith receive
such Persons into his custody, there to remain untl their several and
respective terms of Impiisonment shall expive.

XL—dnd be il enacled, That after the delivery of any such Criminal g ) iungent to
Offender or Convict, as aforesaid, into the custady of the Superintendent ve sume power
of the Colonial Penitentiary, such Superintendent or other Person having ";‘,";ﬁ,’i,‘.’"é}:if,‘;‘:
the custody of such Criminals or Convicts, shall, during the term for \\h’ch pud for msheha-
such Criminals or Conviets shall be ordered to remuin in his custod 'Yy sutjeet 1o he
have the same powers over such Criminals or Conviets as are incident e punishmeat.
to the Office of =herilf or Gaoler 5 and in case of any abuse of such cus-
tody, or other misbehaviour or negligence in the discharge of his Ofhice,
shall be liable to the same pumshment 0 \\hlch a Gaoler is now liable by
Law,

XIL—and be it enacled, That if any Criminal or Convict in the Colo- criminns assanits
nial Penitentiary shall assault the Superintendent, or any Officer or Sep- ing Officees to be

lah e 1o limprisons

vant employed therein, the Commissioners may order him to be prasecuted went not exeerd-
for the said cffence; and upon conviction thereof, such Criminal or Con-ingine yeut in
vict shall be liable to be imprisoned for any term not exceeding Two trm for which
Years, in additicn to the term for which, at the time of committing such commited.

offence, he was subject to be confined.

XIl.—/nd be il enacted, That every Officer or Servant of the Colonial omerrsor sor.

tah v "Iﬂ
Pennemmry who shail bring or carry in or out, or endeavour to bring or [0 rine g

carry in or out, or l\noanIy allow to be brought or carried in or out, to ;.c.: or permi
ov from any such Criminal or Convict, any \loney, Clothing, Pt()Vlsmn‘:, o to
Tobacco, "ﬂpnns Letters. Papers, or any other articles whatsoever, not :;:’,,;"..':3?"\';.'wc.v
allowed by the Rules of the !’ennen!m\y shall be forthwith suspended i tindie w tine
from his Office by the Superintendent of the Prison, who shall report the tndimprisonment.

offence to the Commissioners at their next Meeting 3 and the sail Com-

miscioners shall enquire thereof upon Oath, which they shall be empow-
ered to administer, and upon proof of the offence shall dismiss such Offi-
cer or Servant, and may also, il they shall think fit, canse the Offender to
be apprehended and carried before a Justice of the Peace, who shall be
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empowered (0 hear and determine any such offence in a summary way ;
Peasity wion and cvery such Officer or Servant, upon conviction of such offence before
' a Justice of the Peace, shall be liable to a Penalty not exceeding Fifty
Pounds, or, in the discretion of the Justice, to be imprisoned in the Coms
mon Gaol or Penitentiary, there to be kept with or without Hard Labour,

for any term not exceeding Six Calendar Months.

Acconriof expea- X TV.—.And be it enacted, That an Account of the Expenses of carrying

evs aud profite to

be nanualty laid  this Act into execution, shall be annually laid before the Governor,

balc he Gover- . . .
vor nad Legin. Cotineil and Assembly 5 and after deducting therefrom such Profit as may

tare. have arisen from the earnings of the Criminals or Convicts, over and
above the Expenses occasioned by their Labor, the remainder shall be
provided for by such Sums as may be granted by the Assembly.

Commistioners XV.—udnd be it enacled, That any Law now in force in this Island for
and Superinten- . . . . .
dent 1o have same protecting Justices of the Peace in the execution of their Office, shall

protection ™ extend to the said Commissioners, and to the Superintendent of the Colo-

Justices of the

Peace. nial Penitentiary aforesaid.

Judzes of the XVI.—And be it enacted, That the Judges of the Supreme Court, Jus-
Jusicen of e tices of the Peace, and Members of both Branches of the Legislature,

Justices of the ;
Peace, and Mem- shall have liberty at all seasonable times to visit the said Penitentiary.
hers of the Legis- J
latore entitled to
¥izit Penileatlary,

¥

4. C. Wirnggs, Printer to the Quern’s Most Excellent Majesty.



