
ANNO DECIMO QUARTO

VICTORIE REGINIE.

CAP. IV.

AN ACT for the establishment and regulation of
Inland Posts in this Colony.

[Passed 31st May, 1851.]

W HEREAS the establishment and regulation of Communication by preawbe.
Post between Saint John's and the several Outports, would conduce
greatly to the convenience of the Inhabitants of this Colony:

Be il therefore enacted, by the Governor, Council and Assembly, in £J00granned
Legislative Session convened, That there be granted to Her Majesty, Her nnualy for
Heirs and Successors, the sum of One Thousand Pounds annually, during," ea a
the continuance of this Act, for the establishment and expenses of Packet ao'srie
Boats, the defrayal of Salaries of Officers and Messengers, and for other .

purposes, towards the carrying out effectually of the provisions of this
Act ; which said sum, or any part thereof, shall be paid, from time to time, To e.paid by
by the Colonial Treasurer, in discharge of any Warrant or Warrants under warran on e

the Hand and Seal of the Governor, in favor of any Person or Persons, to, ,°roniaren
be applied to the purposes of this Act.

II.-And be il enacted, That from and after the passing of this ACt, it Governor tu

shall be lawful for the Governor, from time to time, to appoint a competent nilt
person, resident in Saint John's, to be Post Master, and also competent st. John'and

persons to be Deputy Post Masters, in the places hereinafter mentioned ;
and the Post Master shail, from time to time, give instructions to the said PostMnFterto
Deputy Post Masters and other Officers, and provide them with Office supetintend

Stamps, and shall superintend generally the operations of this Act, undercun"o"Ac
such rules and regulations to be made as hereinafter provided.

III.-.lnd be it enacted, That the Governor, and Her Majesty's Council, Governor nd

nay make and ordain such Rules and Regulations, in confornity with this, ounc ito make

Act, as may be necessary for carrying out the same, and for promoting the ont Act.
objects thereof; and ail such Rules so made shall be valid and binding, as
if in this Act contained: Provided always, that no higher penalty than Proio-Penny

Fifty Pounds shall be imposed by any Rule or Regulation, for the violation on ny ie.
thereof.
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IV.-~And be it enac/ed, That ail such Rules and Regulations shall be
published in the Royal Gazette newspaper, and, within Fourteen Days
after they are respectively made, be laid before the Legislature, if then in
Session, otherwise within Fourteen Days after it shall meet, and shall also
be posted up in the several Post Offices to be established under this
A c t.

V.-Aind be il enacted, That i shall and may be lawful foir the said
Post Mastur, ii manner hereinafter provided, to enter into Contracts,
which shall be in writing, with any person or persons, for the carrying and
ielivery of the Mails or Mail-bags to and from the following places

respectively, that is to say,-Saint John's, Brigus, Harbor Grace, Carbo-
near, New Perlican, Trinity, Bonavista, King's Cove, GCreenspond, Fogo,
T willingate ; Saint John's and Trepassey, passing through Bay Bulls and
Ferryland ; between Saint Joh's anid Placentia, passing thrgugh Holyrood
and Salmonier, and between Salmonier and Saint Mary's; between Pla-
centia and Burin, toiching at Isle of Valen and Oderin ; betwoen Burin
and Garnish, and between Garnish and Harbor Britain, touching at Bel-
lorari.

VI.-/1nd be it enacled, rThat the said Post Master, previously to entering
into any Contract as aforesaid, shall cause Printed Notices for Tenders
to be posted up at the most conspicuous places in the Tonn or Settle-
ment nearest to the place where the service is to be performed, and also
to insert a Notice in the Royal Gazette, and in any other local News,
paper, at least One Month before the day limited for rendering such Ten-
ders, and such Tenders shall be signed by the person or persons tender,
ing, and by Two responsible Persons willing to become Sureties foi' the
due performance of the Contract ; and such Tenders, when opened by
the said Post Master, shail be submitted by him to the Governor and
Council, with such recommendation as he may be pleased to make upon
any of them ; and the one approved of, with notification to that efrect,
shall be returned to the Post Master aforesaid, who shtall enter into the
Contract accordingly, with such Penalty for the due performance thereof
as may have been specified in the Notices to be given as aforesaid: Pro-
vided always, that the lowest Tender, wiîth sufficient securiiy, shall be
accepted, unless the sanie shall be considered unreasonable, or that the
Governor and Couneil shall deem it to the advantage of the public inter-
ests to accept any other,

P'inces ntwhic.4 V.-nd be il enacted, That itl shall be. lawful for the Governor toPost offCi estab-
blkhed-.nnd Way establish Post Offices and appoint Deputy Post Masters in the fol-

flcn a.4directedlowing places, that is to say ; at Brigus, Harbor Grace, Carbo-by Govvrnor and Moaisa
Connl near, Trinity, Bonavista, Fogo, Twillingate, Bay Bulls, Ferry-

land, Trepassey, Saint Mary's, Placentia, Burin and Harbor Britain;
and also Way Ofees, over and above the regular Post Offices,
at such places as the Governor and Council may direct ; and every person
employed at such Way-houses shall be subject to the same Rules and
Penalties as the Post Masters, and shail be entitled to such remuneration
for their services as shall be allowed by the Governor and Council, either
by Way-postage on ail Letters received or delivered, or otherwise, as

P'îo. may be directed : Provided always, that the Public Offiees in any-of the
places aforesaid may bc used as Post Offices, should the Governor and

Irovao. Council so direct : Providedfurtlhei, that it shall be lawful to appoint any
of the Public Officers Deputy Post Masters aforesaidI: >rovided also, that.

'rovio, tts it shall be lawful fer' the Governor and Courncil, if ho and they shal deemýdNlstbrs nny Con-
til ror ny. it expedient so to do, to author'ize the said Post Master to Contract with
taeflns > Yany person or persons for the transmission of the Mails and Mail-bags by

Branch Routes to other places in addition to those hereinbefore mentioned,
and in such case to appoint a Deputy Post Master at such places, and also,
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if he and they shall deem it most for the public advantage, to appoint any
other Port on the Eastern side of Placentia Bay other than Placentia, as
the sta*tion for the said Packet plying to Burin.

VllL.-And be il furiher enacted, That ilie Post Master and Deputy Post rosfaTna
Masters aforesaid, to he appointed unde'r this Act, shall give good and Dgie" Bod.

sufficient security, by Bond, to Her Majest the Queen, in such sum as
shall be ordered by the Governor and Council aforesaid ; and the said saoary or Pest

Post Master shall receive as Salary the sum of Seventy-five Pounds, and Maister,75
the said Deputy Post Masters at Harbor Grace and Carbonear, Fifteen SaIary orDepnis

Pounds each, and ail other Deputy Post Masters Ten Pounds each ; and " C-TboOe1Ir

such Salaries shall be paid Quarterly, and shall be in lieu of all Fees and £I; atother

Emoluments whatsoever, and shall be deeined at all times subject to revi- Places' £10;quar
sion by the Legislature. (erly.

IX.-.nd be il further enacted, That the respective Rates of Postage Mode ofrpayment
hereinafter set forth shall be charged by the lPost Masters aforesaid, on ail o"°rteso

Letters and Parcels, not specially exempted from Postage, which shall be aPogeý

transmitted by Post, and such Postage shall be paid as follows :-In all
cases where it shall be so required by the Rules and Regulations to be
made as aforesaid, the Postage shall be paid by the Sender on delivering
the Letter to the Post Oflice ; in other cases it shall be optional with the
Sender to pay the Postage on delivering the Letter to the Post Office;
and if the Postage shall not have been paid by the Sender, it shall be
paid by the person to whom the Letter is addressed, on the delvery
thereof to him ; but, nevertheless, if the Letter be refused, or the party
to whom it is addressed shall be dead or canniot be found, the Writer' or
Sender shall pay the Postage, and this enaciment shall apply to Packets,
Newspapers and Periodical Publications, and everything chargeable with
Postage which shall be transmitted by the Post.

X.-nd be il enacted, That a uniform Rate of Three Pence Currency Uaîom ,,ate or
shall be paid for every Letter, not exceeding Half an Ounce in weigh t(lire@ Pence on

transmitted by Post aforesaid in this Colony, and an additional Thlirîee ounce iweïgiit.
Pence for every additional Half Ounce ; and for ail Books, Periodical
Publications, and Pamphlets, at the rate of Two Pence per Ounce up top e

Six Ounces in weight ; over ihat weight the sum of Three Pence per hheepenceo 1

Ounce up to Sixteen Ounces veight, beyond which weight no Book or
Pamphlet aforesaid shall be transnitted through the said Post: Provided
always, that al] Letters, Despatches, and other Documents, from and to
any of the Public OfFices upon Public Business, and all Papers ordered
to be printed by either Branch of the Legislature, and ail Returns, Writs
and Processes, to and from the Sheriffs and their Deputies, and all News-
papers, shall be transmitted Free of Postage.

XL-And bc it enacted, That all Rates of Postage granted by this Act,
or charged hy virtue thereof, may be sued for anid recovered, with fuill
Costs of Suit, in the naine of the Post Master aforesaid, foir the time being,
by action of debt or assumpsit, before any of' ler Majesty's Courts of
Record, and where the amount does not exceed Five Pounds, before any
Court of Sessions within whose jurisdiction the Defendant or Defendants
may reside, according to the usual practice of the Courts of Sessions for
the recovery of small debts.

XIL-a1nd be il enacled, That if any person employed in connexion
with this Act shall convey or deliver any Letter for or to any person or
persons, without such Letter shallhave first passed through the Post Ocfie,
and shall have been regularly stamped, such person shall be subject to a
Penalty not exceeding Five Pounds.
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XIlI.-And be il enacied, That all pecuniary Penalties imposed hy this Mode of recover,

Act may be sued for and recovered, with full Costs of Suit, by whoever 'penalties.
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shall inform and sue for the sanie, in any Court of Record in this Island, or
before any Justice of the Peace having jurisdiction; and upon conviction
thereof, the amouot of Penalty and Costs may be levied by Distress and
Sale of the Goods and Chattels of the Offender or Offenders; and in the
event of there being no such Goods or Chattels sufficient for the payment
of the Penalty and Expenses aforesaid, the Offender or Offenders may be

Appropriation of committed to Prison for any period not exceeding Thirty Days ; and upon
penalues, recovery of the Penalty aforesaid, one-half shall be paid to the party who

shall inform and sue for the same, and the other half shall be paid to the
Colonial Treasurer for the purposes of ibis Colony.
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XIV.-And be il enacted, That all monies received by the Post Master
and ail other Officers under this Act, or by virtue thereof, shall be paid
over to the Colonial Treasurer at the termination of each Quarter.

XV.-lind be il enacted, That no person shall be capable of holding the
Office of Post laster, or of being an Officer of the Post Office, unless
such person shall have first made and subscribed the Oath and Affidavit
contained in the Schedule hereunto annexed, before a Justice of the
Peace acting for the place where such person resides, which Oath such
Justice, on appiication to that effect, shall administer accordingly.

XVI.-J1nd be itenacled, That the expression " Governor," in this Act,
shall be meant to include and extend to " the Administrator of the Govern-
ment for the lime being," and the term " Letter" shahl include " Packets
of Letters," and the term " between," when used in reference to the
transmission of Letters, Newspapers, or other things, from one place to
another, it shail apply equally to the transmission from either place to the
other.

XVI.-.lnd be il enacled, That this Act shall come in o operation, and
be in force, at such lime as may be fixed by Proclamation of the Gover,
nor, or Administrator of the Governrment for the lime being, of this Island.

XVIII. -And be il enacted, That this Act shall continue and be in force
for Three Years, and thence to the end of the then next Session of the
L egislature.

FORM OF AFFIDAVIT TO BE SWORN BY EVERY OFFICER
OF THE POST OFFICE.

1, do solemnly and sincerely depose and swear that I will
not wittingly or willingly open or delay, or cause or suffer to be opened
or delayed, contrary to my duty, any Letter or any thing sent by the Post,
which shahl come into my hands or custody by reason of my employment
relating to the Post Office, except by consent of the person or persons to
whom the same shall be directed, or except in such cases where the party
or parties to whom such Letter, or anything sent by the Post, shall be
directed, or who is or are chargeable with the payment of the Postage
thereof, shal! refuse or neglect to pay the same, and except such Letter
or other thing sent by the Post as shall be returned for want of true direc-
tions, or where the party or parties to whom the same shall be directed
cannot be found ; and that I will not in any way embezzle any such Letter
or any thing sent by the Post, as aforesaid; and I make this solemn Oath,
conscient iously intending to fulfil and obey the same, and by virtue of the
Post Office Art of this Island.

Sworn before me, at
day of

this
A. D., 185 .

J. C, WITHER5, Printer to the QucEN's Most Exçellent Majesty.


