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7 Victoria – Chapter 33 
 
An Act to encourage the Fisheries of this Province. Passed 13th April 1844. 
 
Whereas the Shore and Deep Sea Fisheries present an inexhaustible source of wealth, and it is 
deemed expedient to grant certain Bounties for the encouragement thereof; 
 
I. Be it therefore enacted by the Lieutenant Governor, Legislative Council and Assembly, That 
there shall be a Bounty paid on the following species of Fish caught in the sea, by persons engaged 
in open boats or deck Vessels owned or registered in this Province, according to the following 
rates, namely:— 
 
On every quintal of dried Cod Fish of merchantable quality, provided the quantity whereon the 
Bounty is claimed is not less than five quintals, one shilling; 
 
On every quintal of Scale Fish so caught and cured of like quality, and not less than the same 
quantity, six pence; 
 
On every barrel of number one pickled Herrings, containing two hundred pounds of Fish, one 
shilling; 
 
On every barrel of number one Mackerel, containing two hundred pounds of Fish, one shilling and 
six pence; 
 
On every barrel of number two Mackerel, containing two hundred pounds of Fish, one shilling; 
On every barrel of number one pickled Shad, two shillings. 
 
II. And be it enacted, That there shall be granted on all decked Vessels of the burthen of ten tons 
and upwards, according to the measurement for tonnage under the Act of the Imperial Parliament 
made and passed in the fifth and sixth years of the Reign of King William the Fourth, owned and 
registered in this Province, and employed in the Deep Sea or Shore Fisheries for a period of not 
less than four months, at any time between the first day of April and the first day of December 
following, (no Vessel being entitled to more than one Bounty in each year) a Bounty according to 
the following scale, that is to say:— 
 
Vessels of ten tons and not exceeding fifty tons, ten shillings; 
 
Vessels exceeding fifty tons and up to one hundred tons, twelve shillings and six pence for each 
and every ton thereof. 
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III. And be it enacted, That all Vessels so to be employed as aforesaid shall at the time of clearing 
out at the Custom House or other office appointed for clearing such Vessel, be fully provided with 
furniture, equipments, stores and salt, necessary for carrying on the said Fisheries, and a complete 
list of all such furniture, equipments and stores shall either be attached to the Port Clearance or 
Custom House Certificate, or be embodied therein as shewn in the form Letter A in the Schedule 
to this Act annexed, and no claim for Bounty under this Act shall be admitted without the 
production of said Certificate; and the Master of the Vessel intending to claim Bounty, shall keep 
or cause to be kept a list in the Form C hereunto annexed, of the names, reputed ages and 
residence of all persons employed on board the said Vessel, and of the quantities and species of 
Fish caught by each person; and when claiming Bounty he shall produce and authenticate the said 
list and receipts from the said persons or other sufficient testimony that their claims on the Vessel, 
the owners or the catch, have been satisfied, or reasonable satisfaction tendered, which list he 
shall attach to the Custom House Certificate of entry at the Port where he may arrive after the 
completion of his voyage, in Form B. 
 
IV. Be it enacted, That before any Bounty shall be granted on any Fish of any quantity or kind 
under this Act, the same shall be duly inspected and branded or marked by the Officer lawfully 
appointed by any Law now in force or hereafter to be made for that purpose, in the Parish or place 
where the said Fish may be offered for legal inspection; and should the said Inspector upon due 
examination of the same, be satisfied as to the quantity and species, he shall brand or mark the 
package containing the same with his initials or distinctive mark, and the mark B burnt or painted 
black, and keep a correct list of all the lots or package of Fish so inspected by him claiming Bounty, 
in Form D, in order to secure such returns of the state of the Fisheries and Bounties paid on them, 
as the Government or Legislature may at any time desire; and because in the case of Dried Cod or 
Scale Fish, not contained in any package, frauds may be practised unless the said Fish be marked in 
such manner as may be quite evident at sight, the Inspector of such unpacked Cod or Scale Fish 
shall not grant any Certificate for Bounty on such Fish until he shall have seen them marked by 
cutting off from one corner of the tail of each Fish a triangular piece not less than two inches long 
each way, nor shall he grant any Certificate on any Fish that may have been so marked before they 
were presented for his inspection; and the Inspector having so examined and marked the 
packages and Fish for which Bounty is claimed he shall grant the claimant a Certificate in the Form 
D. 
 
V.  Be it enacted, That the claims for Bounty shall be made before any Judge of the Common 
Pleas, or Justice of Peace of the County, or City and County, in which the same may be claimed, 
who shall in case of the claim being made for Bounty on a Vessel, cause the Register of the Vessel, 
the port clearance in Form A and port entry in Form B, and the Master's account of the crew and 
catch in Form C, including the receipt of the parties for their share of the catch, or a satisfactory 
payment in consideration thereof, to be duly verified and authenticated by the testimony on oath 
of the Master and other person or persons of the crew of the said Vessel, and being satisfied as to 
the justice of the claim for Bounty under this Act, he shall certify the same in Form marked G in the 
Schedule hereunto annexed, and shall attach to the said certificate the aforesaid port clearance 
certificate of entry B, and Master’s account of crew and catch C, under his seal, and deliver the 
same to the party or parties claiming the Bounty, and by virtue of which the Owners may draw a 
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Bill as shewn in the Form G, on the Treasurer of the Province, which Bill shall be paid by him or any 
of his Deputies, and the said documents shall be his sufficient voucher for said payment. 
 
VI. Be it enacted, That in case of a claim for Bounty on Fish, the said claim shall be made before a 
Judge of Common Pleas, or Justice of Peace of the County, or City and County, wherein the same 
may be claimed, who shall cause the Inspector’s Certificate in Form D to be verified and 
authenticated on the oath of the claimant, or other sufficient testimony, and the said Judge or 
Justice shall also satisfy himself by sufficient testimony on oath, that the said Fish was actually 
caught from the sea by persons residing within the Province, with their names and residences, and 
mode of catching, and such other testimony as shall satisfy him that the said Bounty is not claimed 
for or by persons residing in any other Province or State, and when so satisfied, he shall give the 
claimant a Certificate in Form H annexed to this Act, attaching thereto under his seal the 
Inspector’s Certificate in Form D, and deliver the same to the party or parties claiming, whereupon 
he or they may draw a Bill for the amount so certified, on the Treasurer of the Province, as shewn 
in Form H, which shall be paid by the said Treasurer or any of his Deputies, and the said 
documents shall be his voucher for the same. 
 
VII. Be it enacted, That a sum not exceeding three thousand pounds be paid out of the Provincial 
Treasury, to be applied to the purpose specified in this Act, and the same sum annually, so long as 
this Act be in force, and the Lieutenant Governor or Commander in Chief by and with the advice of 
the Executive Council, shall issue his warrant for the said amount. 
 
VIII. Be it enacted, That any person or persons who shall be guilty of false swearing or affirming, or 
of fabricating or producing any false documents for the purposes of this Act, with intent or design 
to defraud the Treasury, such person or persons so offending, shall be subject to all the pains and 
penalties of the Law for wilful and corrupt perjury, and shall be disqualified from ever after 
receiving any Bounty under the provisions of this Act. 
 
IX. Be it enacted, That the Justices fees for services rendered under and by virtue of the 
provisions of this Act shall be the same as are provided for in other similar cases. 
 
X. Be it enacted, That every person who may intend to avail himself of the Bounty provided by 
this Act for the Shore Fisheries in open boats or Vessels of ten tons or under, shall upon engaging 
in the said Fisheries, enter at the Custom House his name and place of residence, with a 
description of the Boat or Boats he may intend to employ in the said Fisheries, and obtain a 
Certificate with a distinguishing number thereon, and shall paint on a conspicuous part of his Boat 
or Boats the said number. 
 
XI. And be it enacted, That this Act shall continue and be in force for two years. 
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Form A annexed to the Act _____ Vic. _____ Cap. _____ for encouraging Fisheries. 
 

Custom House Certificate of Outfit for Fishing Voyage. 
Custom House at __________________ in the Province of New Brunswick, 

this _______ day of ___________________ 18___. 
This is to certify, that the _____________ of _______________ rigged, having been duly 
registered at ___________________ in this Province, burthen _______ tons new measurement, 
whereof ___________________ is Master, and 
owners thereof, was this day cleared out of this Office to proceed on a Fishing Voyage; that at the 
time of the said clearance the said Vessel was  ______________ furnished and equipped with the 
materials necessary for the said Voyage, being as follows, namely:— 
 
 
Affirmation of _____________ the ______________ Master, declared before me to be a true 
statement. 
This is also to certify, that the Master of the said _________________ declared his intention to 
prosecute the said Fishing Voyage with effect, being encouraged thereto by the Bounty, and 
meaning to claim the same under the Act ____ Victoria, Cap. ______. 
 
Form B appended to the Act seventh Victoria, Cap. ______ for encouraging the Fisheries. 
Custom House Certificate of Entry on Return from Fishing Voyage after the expiring of _______ 
days. 

Custom House at ____________ in the Province of New Brunswick, 
this ____ day of___________ 184___. 
 

This is to certify, that the ___________________ of _________________ rigged and registered at 
___________________ in this Province, of ________ tons new measurement, whereof 
_______________ is Master, and ________________________ are owners, did this day enter at 
this Office, he the said Master declaring on oath that the said Vessel with her Crew had been 
employed exclusively on a Fishing Voyage ______ days as required by Law to entitle the owners to 
Bounty 
 

Form C of the List of Crew and Catch to be kept by the Master of Fishing Vessels under the Act 
seventh Victoria. 

 
 

The 
___ 

 
of 

 
of Tons Master, 18 

Name. Date of Age Residence. Proportion of Catch. Signatures of the Parties 
that their claims have 
been satisfied, or of 
credible witness to the 
amount tendered. 

Entry. Discharge. Cod Scale Herrings Mackerel 
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This is to certify, that the __________ of ________________ whereof  I am the Master, sailed 
from _______________ on ____ day of ______________ 18___ on a Fishing Voyage, from which 
we returned to ______________ on ____ day of ______________ 18__ voyage completed: 
that the foregoing is a true List of the Persons who composed the Crew of the same, and a true 
account of the proportion or share of the actual catch of Fish to which each is entitled; the whole 
catch amounting to _______ Quintals of Cod and Scale Fish, &c. &c. 

(Signed) 
Master. 

 
Form C continued. 

 
Articles of Agreement between the Owners of ________________ of ___________ and the Master 
and Crew of the said Vessel. 
 

Mens’ Signature. Witness’ Signature. Particulars of agreement between Owners and 
Crew. 

   

 
I do certify that I have fully assented on the part of the Owners of the _____________ of ___________ 
to all the foregoing Articles of Agreement this day of 18___ 

for the Owners. 
 

Form D prescribed by Act seventh Victoria, for encouraging Fisheries. 
Certificate of Fish inspected by _________________, Inspector of Fish for the Parish of _____________ 
in the County of ________________________. 
 
This is to certify that ____________________ residing at ____________________ hath produced to 
me _________ Quintal of dried Cod and Scale Fish, which I have duly marked as the Act directs; also 
______ barrels of pickled Herrings and ___ barrels of pickled Mackerel, and _____ barrels pickled Shad, 
all which he affirms to have been cured and packed, and of which he has sufficient testimony, within 
this Province, at ________________, and that I have marked each package as follows, viz: 
 
No. (1 to ____) B and that the same is duly entered in my general account of Inspections H. 
Given by me at ____________ this ______ day of _____________ 18___ 

Inspector. 
 

Form E prescribed by Act seventh Victoria, for encouraging Fisheries. 
Certificate of the Claimant for Bounty on Fish inspected by B. D., Inspector of Fish for the Parish of 
__________________ in the County of ________________ 
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This is to certify that I reside at _______________ in the County of ________________ and that 
B. D. has inspected the undermentioned quantities of dried and cured Fish at in this Province, viz:— 
 

Quintals of dried Cod Fish. 
Ditto Scale Fish. 
Barrels of pickled Herrings. 
Ditto, ditto, Mackerel. 
Ditto, ditto, Shad. 

 
All which is my property, and for which I claim the Bounty prescribed by the Act seventh Victoria. 

Owner. 
Witness. 

 
Form F prescribed by Act _____ Vict. _______ for encouraging Fisheries. 

Account of the Inspections of Fish claiming Bounty by _____________ of __________________. 
 

18 Quintals of 
Dry Fish. 

Barrels of Pickle   

No. Month Pay Cod, Scale. Herrings Mackerel Shad Name of Proprietor. Residence. 

          

 
And I do certify that I did duly ascertain the quantities, and did cause the same to be duly marked 
according to the Act _____ Vict. ______ and that each package is marked with its distinctive No. and 
bears my mark thus, B. D. No  B 
 

Form G prescribed by Act _______ Victoria, for encouraging Fisheries. 
_________ ss. 
It has been satisfactorily proved before me ___________ one of Her Majesty’s Justices of the Peace for 
the County of ______________ that the of tons burthen, whereof _____________ Owner sailed from 
________________ on the ______ day of ______________  equipped, fitted and declared to be 
intended to prosecute a Fishing voyage, and that the said Vessel completed _____ days on the said 
voyage, exclusively so occupied, and therefore that _________________ the said Owner, is entitled to 
________  pounds and _______ shillings, Bounty under the Act _____ Vic. 

Given at ______________ this ______ day of _____________ 18___. 
Justice of Peace. 
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Bill for Bounty 
 
                        ______ day of ____________ 18___. 

 
Thirty days after sight, pay to ___________________ or order, the sum of _______ pounds _________ 
shillings and _________ pence, due to me as above certified. 
 
Owner of the of To the Provincial Treasurer, New Brunswick. 
 

Form H prescribed by Act ______ Victoria, for encouraging Fisheries. 
_______ ss. 
It has been satisfactorily proved before me _______________ one of Her Majesty’s Justices of the 
_____________ for the County of ________________ that proprietor of _______ Quintals of dried Cod 
or Scale Fish, ________ barrels of pickled Fish did cure the same within this Province, and that they were 
duly inspected by _______________ at ________________ as the Act directs; and therefore that the 
said is entitled to ______ pounds _______ shillings and ________ pence for Bounty on the same. 
Given at ______________ this ______ day of ______________ 18___. 
 

J. Peace.  
Bill for Bounty. 

______ day of _____________ 18____. 
£ 
Thirty days after sight, pay to ___________________ or order, the sum of _______ pounds ______ 
shillings ________ pence due to me as above certified. 
To the Provincial Treasurer, New Brunswick. 


