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4 William IV – Chapter 14 
 
An Act for taking an Account of the Population of this Province. Passed 22d March 1834. 
 
Whereas it is considered expedient to take an Account of the total Number of Persons within this 
Province; 
 
I. Be it enacted by the Lieutenant Governor, Council and Assembly, That the Justices of the 
Peace in the several Counties in this Province, shall and may and they are hereby required, at their 
First General Sessions to be holden after the Receipt of this Act by the Clerk of the Peace for the 
County as hereinafter provided, or at any Special Session to be for that Purpose expressly 
convened, to appoint such and so many fit Person or Persons within each Town or Parrish within 
their respective Counties, as they shall think expedient, to take an Account of the Population 
thereof in Manner hereinafter directed; and if more than One Person shall be so appointed for any 
Town or Parish, then to divide such Town or Parish into convenient Districts, assigning to each 
Person so appointed to take such Account his particular District; which Persons so appointed to 
take such Account, shall be liable in all Respects to the same Rules and Regulation, Penalties and 
Forfeitures, as Town or Parish Officers are subject and liable to by virtue of any Law in Force for the 
Appointment and Regulation of Town or Parish Officers: Provided that the Mayor, Aldermen and 
Commonalty of the City of Saint John, in Common Council convened, shall as soon as conveniently 
may be after the passing of this Act, appoint such and so many fit Person or Persons as to them 
shall seem meet, to take such Account within the said City, in like Manner with the Justices of the 
Peace for the several Counties at their General or Special Sessions as aforesaid. 
 
II. And be it enacted, That the Persons so appointed as aforesaid shall, at the Times and in the 
Manner hereinafter directed, severally take an Account of the Number of Persons who shall be 
actually found at the Time of taking such Account within the Limits of the Parish, City or District, for 
which they may be respectively appointed, and shall set down the several Particulars respecting 
the same, according to the Form prescribed in the Schedule annexed to this Act. 
 
III. And for the more speedy and effectual obtaining of such Accounts; Be it further enacted, That 
a sufficient Number of printed Copies of this Act, and of the Schedule thereto, such Number to be 
regulated and determined by Order of His Excellency the Lieutenant Governor or Commander in 
Chief for the Time, shall, on or before the First Day of May next after the passing of this Act, be 
transmitted by the King’s Printer to the Clerks of the Peace in the several Counties; and the said 
several Clerks of the Peace shall and they are hereby required, with all convenient Speed, to cause 
the said Act to be distributed among the Justices of the Peace in the several Counties so that at 
least One Justice in each Parish may be furnished with One of the said printed Copies of the said 
Act, and also to cause Two of the said printed Schedules to be delivered to each Person appointed 
as aforesaid to take the Account required by this Act, within the said several and respective 
Counties. 
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IV. And be it enacted, That the Persons so appointed to take such Accounts as aforesaid, shall, 
with all convenient Expedition, after receiving such Schedules, and within such Time as will enable 
them to deliver or transmit their respective Answers and Returns to the Clerks of the Peace by the 
Day hereinafter limited for that Purpose, proceed to take an Account, in Writing, of the Number of 
Persons at the Time of taking such Account being within the limits of the Parish, City or District for 
which they may be respectively appointed as aforesaid, and inform themselves of the several 
Particulars relating to the Matters specified in the Questions contained in the said Schedules, by 
proceeding from House to House, or otherwise, as they shall judge expedient for the better 
Execution of this Act; and from such Information shall prepare duplicate Answers or Returns to the 
said Questions, according to the Forms prescribed in the said Schedules, and shall sign and make 
Oath to the same, before a Justice of the Peace of the County, according to the said Forms; which 
Oath any such Justice is hereby authorized and required to administer; and the better to enable 
such Persons so appointed as aforesaid to make such Answers and Returns, they are hereby 
severally and respectively authorized and empowered to ask all such Questions of the Persons 
within the Parish, City or District for which they may be respectively appointed as aforesaid, 
respecting themselves and the Number and Quality of the Persons constituting their respective 
Families, as shall be necessary for stating the Particulars required to be stated concerning them in 
the said Answers and Returns; and every Person refusing to answer, or wilfully giving a false 
Answer to such Questions or any of them, shall for every such Refusal or false Answer forfeit a 
Sum not exceeding Three Pounds nor less than Twenty Shillings, at the Discretion of the Justice 
before whom Complaint thereof shall be made; and the said Persons so appointed as aforesaid to 
take such Accounts, shall deliver or transmit their several and respective Answers and Returns, in 
Duplicate as aforesaid, to the Clerks of the Peace for the several and respective Counties, on or 
before the First Day of December next after passing this Act. 
 
V. And be it enacted, That the several Clerks of the Peace shall, on or before the Tenth Day of 
December next after the passing of this Act, transmit One Copy of such Answers and Returns as 
they shall have received in Manner aforesaid, together with a List of the Parishes, Districts or 
Places within their respective Counties from which no Returns may have been received, to the 
Office of the Secretary of the Province, and shall place and keep the other Copy of such Answers 
and Returns on File in their Offices respectively; and the Answers and Returns which shall be so 
transmitted to the Office of the Secretary of the Province, shall be digested and reduced into 
Order by such Officer or Person as the Lieutenant Governor or Commander in Chief for the Time 
being shall appoint for that Purpose, and an Abstract thereof shall be laid before the General 
Assembly at their next Session. 
 
VI. And be it enacted, That there shall be allowed and paid out of the Province Treasury to each 
Clerk of the Peace for the Services required of him by this Act, the sum of Ten Pounds; and to each 
and every Person appointed and employed under this Act to take such Account as aforesaid, who, 
shall make and transmit to the Clerk of the Peace of the County, by the Day hereinbefore limited 
for that Purpose, due Answers and Returns according to the Schedule to this Act annexed, the 
sum of Seven Shillings and Sixpence for each and every Day that such Person shall make it appear 
to the Justices of the Peace for the several Counties at their General Sessions that he has been 
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actually employed in the Services required of him by this Act; the Number of Days to be certified 
by the said Justices at their General Sessions to the Lieutenant Governor or Commander in Chief 
for the Time being; which said Sums in this Section mentioned shall be paid out of any Monies in 
the Province Treasury by Warrant of the Lieutenant Governor or Commander in Chief for the Time 
being, by and with the Advice and Consent of His Majesty’s Council, in Favor of the Clerk of the 
Peace, to be by him paid to the respective Persons entitled to the same without any Deduction 
whatever. 
 
VII. And be it enacted, That any Person appointed under this Act to take such Account as 
aforesaid, who shall refuse or neglect to perform any of the Duties required of him by this Act, 
shall for each and every such Refusal or Neglect forfeit and pay a Sum not exceeding Five Pounds, 
nor less than Forty Shillings, at the Discretion of the Justice before whom Complaint shall be made. 
 
VIII. And be it enacted, That the several and respective Forfeitures and Penalties hereinbefore 
mentioned, shall and may be recovered upon Complaint made before any Justice of the Peace for 
the County where the Offence may be committed, upon the Oath of One or more credible 
Witness or Witnesses, and be levied by Distress and Sale of the Goods and Chattels of the 
Offender, rendering the Surplus (if any), after deducting the Costs and Charges of Prosecution and 
Sale, to such Offender, and to be applied, One Half to the Use of the Person who shall sue for the 
same, and the other Half to the Use of the Poor of the Parish where the Offence may be 
committed. 
 
SCHEDULE. 
 
Questions, to which, by Directions of an Act of Assembly passed in the Fourth Year of the Reign of 
His Majesty King William the Fourth, intituled An Act for taking an Account of the Population of 
this Province, written Answers, in Duplicate, are to be returned by the Persons appointed under 
and by virtue of the said Act, to take such Account, signed and attested upon Oath by such 
Persons respectively. 
 
First, How many Inhabited Houses are there in your City, Parish or District, and by how many 
Families are they occupied? 
 
Second, How many Houses are now building, and therefore not yet inhabited? 
 
Third, How many other Houses are uninhabited? 
 
Fourth, How many Persons (including Children of whatever Age) are there actually found within 
the Limits of your City, Parish or District, at the Time of taking this Account, distinguishing Males 
and Females, and Persons above and under Sixteen Years of Age, and People of Colour, and 
exclusive of Men actually serving in His Majesty's Regular Forces, and of Seamen either in His 
Majesty’s Service or belonging to Registered Vessels, and Native Indians? 
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Fifth, Are there any Matters which you think it necessary to remark in Explanation of your Answers 
to either of the preceding Questions? 
 

Form of Answer to the Questions contained in the Schedule to an Act of Assembly 4th William IV. intituled An Act for 

taking an Account of the Population of this Province. 

Name & De-
scription of 
Parish or City, 
or District in 
such Parish or 
City, & within 
what bounty 
situate. 

Question 1st. Question 2d. Question 3d. Question 4th.—Persons, including Children of whatever Age. TOT AL 
of 

Persons. WHIT ES . P EOP LE OF CO LO UR. 

Inhabited 
Houses. 

By how 

many Fa-
milies oc-

cupied. 

Houses now 

building. 
Other 
Houses 
Uninhabited. 

Males j 
above 16 
Years of 

Age. 

Males 

under 16 
Years of 

Age. 

Females 

above 16 
Years of 

Age. * 

females 

under 16 
Years of 

Age. 

Males 

above 16 
Years of 

Age. 

Males 

under 16 
Years of 

Age.  

|Females 

above 16 
Years of 

Age 

Females 

under 16 
Years of 

Age. 

              

 

N. B.—If any Family occupy Two or more Houses in different Parishes or Districts, the Individuals belonging to such Family, are to be numbered only 

in those Parishes or Districts where they severally happen to be at the Time of taking the Account. 
5th Question.—Are there any other Matters which you think it necessary to remark, in Explanation of your Answers to any of the preceding Questions? 

Attestation, on Oath, by the Persons appointed to take an Account of the Population. 

I, A. B., (be Person appointed to take an Account of the Population for the Parish (or City) of _______________________________ (or for the District 
of _______________________ in the Parish (or City) of _____________________________ in the County of ______________________ do swear, that 
the above Return contains, to the best of my Knowledge and Belief, a full and true Answer to the Questions contained in the Schedule to an Act, intituled 
An Act for taking an Account of the Population of this Province. 
The above mentioned A. B. was sworn this ______________________Day of _______________ before me. 

C. D. 
Justice of the Peace for _________________ 


