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Acts of the General Assembly of His Majesty's Province of New-Brunswick passed in the year 
1831.  Fredericton, NB:  John Simpson, Printer to the King’s Most Excellent Majesty, 1831. 

 
1 William IV – Chapter 26 
 
An Act to regulate Assessments in this Province. Passed 31st March 1831. 
 
Whereas by the Laws now in Force for the Assessment of Rates for public Charges and Expenses 
the Assessors in the several Towns or Parishes are authorized and empowered to apportion the 
Sums to be levied upon the said Towns or Parishes respectively, among the Inhabitants thereof, in 
such Manner as they in their Discretion shall think just and reasonable: And Whereas the Exercise 
of such Discretion has been productive of great Dissimilarity in the Mode of apportioning and 
assessing the Rates throughout the Province, and has also created Dissatisfaction in many 
Instances, on account of the Irregularity in the Apportionment of such Rates among the 
Inhabitants of the several Towns or Parishes:  
 
I. Be it therefore enacted by the President, Council and Assembly, That from and after the 
passing of this Act all Sums of Money to be assessed and raised for any County or Town or Parish 
Charges and Expenses, under or by virtue of any Act or Acts of the General Assembly for that 
Purpose made or to be made, shall be assessed, levied and raised in Manner following; that is to 
say, One Eighth Part of every such Sum, together with the Expenses of assessing and collecting the 
same, shall be apportioned by the Assessors among the male Inhabitants of the Town or Parish 
(not being Paupers) of the Age of Twenty one Years and upwards, by an equal Rate upon the Poll 
of every such Inhabitant; and the remaining Seven Eighth Parts of such Sum, and of the Expenses 
as aforesaid, shall be assessed upon the visible Property, whether real or personal, within such 
Town or Parish, and upon Incomes arising from any Office, Profession, Trade or Occupation of any 
Inhabitant within such Town or Parish, or of any Salary or Income payable out of Funds in this 
Province which such Inhabitant may be in Receipt of. 
 
II. And in order more effectually and equally to apportion the remaining Seven Eighth Parts of 
every such Sum so to be assessed and raised, with the Expenses as aforesaid, as nearly as may be 
according to the Value of such Property and the Amount of such Incomes; Be it further enacted, 
That all Lands whether improved or unimproved, and all Stocks on Farms, and Stocks of Goods, 
Wares and Merchandizes of any Merchant or Trader, and all Ships and Vessels, shall be valued at 
the Discretion of the Assessors, or the Major Part of them, according to the real Value of the same 
at the Time of making such Assessment; and that in valuing any Lands, all Buildings, Mills, Edifices 
and Improvements whatsoever which may enhance the Value thereof shall be taken into 
Consideration, and upon the Amount of the estimated Value of all such Property, the Assessors 
shall charge at the Rate of Twenty Pounds upon every Hundred Pounds of the same; and that the 
annual Income or clear Profit which may arise from any Profession, Trade or Occupation, or 
otherwise as aforesaid, (farming and merchandizing excepted,) of any such Inhabitants 
respectively, shall be estimated and valued at the like Discretion of the Assessors, according to the 
best Evidence and Information which they can procure respecting the same, at such Sum as they 
or the Major Part of them shall deem just and equitable, and shall be charged according to such 
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Estimate and Valuation, and included with the Amount of the Rate per Cent. charged as aforesaid 
upon the Value of the before mentioned enumerated Property; the Sum Total of all which, to wit, 
of the Rate charged upon the gross Amount of the Value of such Property, and of the Amount of 
the annual Income as aforesaid, being the Sum upon which the said remaining Seven Eighth Parts 
of the Amount so to be raised, together with the Expenses as aforesaid, is to be assessed; the said 
Assessment, to be made by an equal Distribution of the same among the Persons so assessed, as 
near as may be according to the Value of their respective Properties, and the Amount of the said 
Incomes respectively: Provided always, that Horses and Neat Cattle under Two Years of Age, and 
Sheep and Hogs under Six Months old, shall not be liable to be rated: And provided also, that in 
case of Non-residents employing Agents or Factors to transact Business in the Province, the Agents 
or Factors of such Person shall respectively be considered, for the Purpose of Assessment under 
this Act, as the Owners of the Stock in Trade and Property of such Non-residents, and be rated for 
the same. 
 
III. And be it further enacted, That the Fees to the Assessors and Collectors respectively in the 
several Towns or Parishes, shall be regulated and established by the Justices of the Peace in their 
General Sessions, before any Assessment is made as they shall from Time to Time see fit, so 
always as that the said Assessors and Collectors respectively shall not receive for any Suit not 
exceeding One hundred Pounds at a greater Rate than Ten per Cent., and when the Sum to be 
assessed and collected exceeds that Amount, they shall not receive a greater Rate than Seven and 
a Half per Cent., for the First Hundred Pounds, and Six per Cent. for all above: Provided always, 
that no Collector shall be allowed his Per Centage or any greater Sum than he may have actually 
collected and paid in: And provided also, that no Collector shall be entitled to his Per Centage until 
he has collected the whole Sum mentioned in the Precept, or settled his Account to the 
Satisfaction of the Sessions. 
 
IV. And be it further enacted, That whenever any Sum is to be raised by Assessment as aforesaid 
upon any Town or Parish, the Assessors of such Town or Parish, having taken an Account of all 
Persons within the same who are to be rated by the Poll, and made a Valuation and Estimate of all 
Property and of all Income and Profits herein before made rateable and chargeable for the 
Payment of the Money so to be raised, shall meet at an appointed Time and Place to be agreed 
on, and at such Meeting they or the Major Part of them shall make out a List, with Columns 
therein, of such Persons and rateable Property and Incomes, and adding to the Sum so to be 
raised the Amount of the Sum to be charged for Fees to the said Assessors and to the Collectors of 
the said Sum, to be calculated as herein before provided, shall assess and distribute the same Sum 
upon and among the said Persons and Property and Income according to the Regulations herein 
before provided, and insert the same in the said List; which List shall be in the Form following: that 
is to say, 
 
Assessment of the Town or Parish of ___________________ , in the County 
of_________________, in pursuance of a Warrant of the General Sessions of the Peace for the 
said County to levy the Sum of ________, for ___________ . Dated the __________ day of 
__________. 
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Estate 
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Rate to 
be Taxed 

Total 
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And the said Assessors or the Major Part of them shall subscribe the same, and with all convenient 
Speed transmit a Copy of the same to the Clerk of the Peace, to be filed in his Office; and in Towns 
or Parishes where there are Two or more Collectors of Rates, the Assessors or the Major Part of 
them shall subdivide the said Assessment into as many Parts as there are Collectors, and endorse 
on each (or if there shall be but One Collector, endorse on the entire Assessment) a Precept under 
their Hands, in the Form following: that is to say, 
‘To A. B. One of the Collectors of Rates in the Town or Parish of ______________, or to any other 
Collector of Rates in the said Town or Parish (or if but One Collector, To the Collector of Rates in 
the Town or Parish of ___________).’ 
‘You are hereby required forthwith to collect from the several Persons named in the annexed 
Assessment, the Sums set against their Names respectively under the last Column thereof, entitled 
“Total Assessment;” amounting in the whole to the Sum of ___________ ; and to pay the same, 
when collected, into the Hands of ______________, County Treasurer (or Overseer of the Poor, or 
otherwise as the Case may be).’ 
‘Given under our Hands the __________ day of ____________ in the Year of our Lord 
__________. 
 
V. And to the end that the Purposes of this Act may be more effectually carried into Execution; 
Be it further enacted, That before any Valuation or Estimate is made of any rateable Property or 
Income, the Assessors or One of them are required to notify every Person residing within the 
Town or Parish whose Property or Income is so liable to be rated, either personally or by 
Advertisement in Writing posted up at Three public Places in such Town or Parish, to furnish such 
Assessor or Assessors, within Twenty Days after such Notice so given, with a true Account of his or 
her Name and Surname, and of his or her Property or Income so rateable, with the Amount or 
Value thereof; which shall be taken down in Writing by such Assessor or Assessors; and in case any 
such Person shall neglect or refuse, within Twenty Days next after such Notification made as 
aforesaid, to give in to such Assessor or Assessors such Amount and Valuation of his or her 
Property or Income so made rateable, such Person so neglecting or refusing shall be rated and 
assessed at the Discretion of the said Assessors or the Major Part of them, according to the best of 
their Judgment; and in case the said Assessors shall have good Cause to believe that any Person 
who has given an Account and Valuation of his or her rateable Property or Income has not given in 
a just Account of the same, or a true and just Valuation thereof, such Assessors may rate and 
assess such Property or Income according to the Truth and Justice of the Case as it may appear to 
them; and every such Person whose Property or Income is so rated and assessed over and above 
the Amount and Valuation so given in by him or her, thinking himself or herself overrated, may 
Appeal to the Justices at their next General Sessions of the Peace, who shall and may examine into 
the Appeal, and, if the same shall be supported to their Satisfaction give such Relief as they may 
think just, either by directing the Sum overrated and paid to be repaid, or otherwise that such 
Person shall be considered and the Sum so overrated be allowed in any future Assessment of his 
or her Property or Income. 
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VI. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the Duty of each and every of the Clerks of the 
Peace to transmit to the Assessors of the respective Towns or Parishes the several Warrants of 
Assessments granted from Time to Time by the Courts of General Sessions, within Twenty Days 
after issuing thereof, under the Penalty of Five Pounds for each and every Neglect; and that it shall 
also be the Duty of the Assessors, within Sixty Days after the receiving of such Warrant, to make 
their Assessments and Precepts in Manner herein before required, and deliver the same to the 
several and respective Collectors of Rates, under the Penalty of Ten Pounds for each and every 
Neglect of any Assessor; which Penalties are hereby made recoverable before any One of His 
Majesty’s Justices of the Peace in the County within which such Assessment is made, to be levied 
by Warrant of Distress, and Sale of the Goods and Chattels of the Delinquent, and paid to the 
County Treasurer for the Use of such County. 
 
VII. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the Duty of the several Collectors in the several 
Towns or Parishes to proceed with all convenient Expedition, immediately after the Receipt of any 
Assessment and Precept, to collect the Amount thereby required to be collected, and to pay the 
same when collected into the Hands of the Person or Persons to whom it is required to be paid, 
and also, within Four Months from the Receipt of the Assessment and Precept, to render an 
Account, with Vouchers, accompanied by the same Assessment, into the Office of the Clerk of the 
Peace; and in case, such Collectors or any of them shall neglect or refuse to pay over the said Sums 
by them collected, or to render such Account or Accounts, it shall and may be lawful for the 
Justices at their respective General Sessions or the greater Part of them then and there assembled 
to commit such Collector or Collectors to the common Gaol of the County, there to remain 
Without Bail or Mainprize until he or they shall have made full Payment of the Sum or Sums of 
Money so collected by him or them; and all the Accounts and Vouchers of the said Collectors shall, 
after having been passed by the said Justices at their respective General Sessions, be deposited 
with the Clerk of the Peace for the Time being of each County respectively, who is hereby required 
to keep them among the Records of such County, to be inspected from Time to Time by any of the 
said Justices for such County as Occasion shall require, without Fee or Reward. 
 
VIII. And Whereas by the Act made and passed in the Twenty sixth Year of the Reign of His 
Majesty King George the Third, intituled An Act for the assessing, collecting and levying County 
Rates, the Justices of the Peace in the several Counties, at their General Sessions, are authorized 
and empowered to apportion and distribute the Sums of Money to be raised from Time to Time 
for County Charges among the several Towns or Parishes within the respective Counties: And 
Whereas for the Want of sufficient Means to enable them to ascertain the comparative Wealth of 
the several Towns or Parishes, the County Rates cannot be equitably apportioned; Be it therefore 
enacted, That the Justices of the Peace in the several Counties shall and may, at their General 
Sessions, or at any Special Sessions to be for that Purpose holden, as soon as conveniently may be 
after the passing of this Act, have full Power and Authority to order and direct the Assessors of the 
several Towns or Parishes within the respective Counties forthwith to make a Valuation and 
Estimate of all the Property and Incomes or Profits, and also a List of all Persons, within their 
respective Towns or Parishes, hereinbefore made rateable and chargeable; and that the said 
Assessors shall, within Two Months from the Receipt of any such Order, make such Valuation and 
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Estimate of Property and Incomes and Profits, and List of Persons made rateable and chargeable 
as aforesaid, conforming strictly to the before mentioned Regulations and Provisions, and shall 
make out a Schedule and a List thereof as near as may be after the Form herein before 
mentioned, and return the same into the Offices of the Clerks of the Peace of the Counties 
respectively. 
 
IX. And be it further enacted, That if any Assessor shall neglect to perform the Duty required by 
the next preceding Section, he shall forfeit and pay the Sum of Ten Pounds, to be recovered and 
applied in Manner as provided in, the Sixth Section of this Act. 
 
X. And be it further enacted, That the Lists so made and returned into the Offices of the Clerks of 
the Peace shall be by them respectively entered in Books to be for that Purpose provided, and 
shall be, during the Continuance of this Act, the Guide to the said Justices of the said several 
Counties for dividing and apportioning any County Tax among the several Parishes in the said 
Counties respectively. 
 
XI. And Whereas it has been found inconvenient in many Instances to have the Office of 
Collector of Rates united to that of Constable; Be it therefore further enacted, That the said 
Justices of the Peace in the several Counties shall and may, at the Time of making the annual 
Appointment of the Town or Parish Officers, have Power and Authority to nominate and appoint 
One or more fit Persons to be Collectors of Rates in the several Towns or Parishes within their 
respective Counties, distinct and separate from the said Office of Constable, if they shall deem it 
expedient; which Person or Persons shall be styled Collector or Collectors of Rates in the Town or 
Parish for which he or they shall be so nominated and appointed, and shall be obliged to take an 
Oath of Office in like Manner as is required of any Constable, and be subject to the like Penalties 
for neglecting or refusing to take such Oath within the Time required of such Constable, to be 
recovered and applied to the same Uses and Purposes as Penalties imposed on such Constables 
for refusing or neglecting to take such Oath of Office; and upon every Vacancy happening by the 
Death or Removal from the Parish of any such Collector, or by Means of the Neglect or Refusal of 
any Person to take the Oath of Office within the Time required, it shall and may be lawful for any 
Two Justices of the Peace of the County to which the said Town or Parish shall belong to appoint 
another fit Person to fill such Vacancy, who shall be obliged to accept of such Office and take the 
like Oath within Fourteen Days after being notified of his Appointment, subject to the like Penalty 
for Neglect or Refusal, to be in like Manner recovered and applied; Provided that the Appointment 
of a Collector in the City of Saint John shall be and remain with the Mayor, Aldermen and 
Commonalty of the said City, as already provided by an Act of the General Assembly of this 
Province. 
 
XII. And be it further enacted, That if any Person assessed as an Inhabitant or Resident within any 
Town or Parish shall refuse or neglect to pay his or her Assessment by the Space of Ten Days after 
Demand of such Assessment by the Collector, that then and in such Case it shall and may be lawful 
for such Collector to sue for and recover the same, in his own Name, With Costs of suit, if such 
Assessment do not exceed Five Pounds, before any One Justice of the Peace, or in the Clerk’s 
Court in the City of Saint John; and if such Assessment exceed the Sum of Five Pounds, then before 
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any Two Justices of the Peace; the Proceedings in any such Case to be in like Manner and under 
the same Rules and Regulations as are contained and mentioned in an Act made and passed in the 
Fiftieth Year of the Reign of His Majesty King George the Third, intituled An Act for the more easy 
and speedy Recovery of small Debts. 
 
XIII. And be it further enacted, That in Cases where any Proprietor or Proprietors of real Property 
lying within any Town or Parish rated and assessed as aforesaid, do not reside in such Town or 
Parish, and they, or some one on their Behalf, do not appear to pay such Rate and Assessment, 
the Assessors shall, as soon as conveniently may be after the Assessment made, cause public 
Notice to be given of such Rate and Assessment, by Advertisement in the Office of Register of 
Deeds of the County, and also in One public Newspaper published in the County where the Lands 
lie, and in Counties where no Newspaper is published in the Royal Gazette published by the King’s 
Printer in this Province; which Advertisement shall be continued for the Space of Six Months, 
unless some Person shall, within that Time, appear on the Behalf of such absent Proprietors to pay 
such Rate and Assessment, or to appeal to the Sessions; and in case no Person shall appear on 
Behalf of such absent Proprietor within that Time to pay such Rate and Assessment, or to appeal 
to the Sessions, then and in such Case it shall and may be lawful for Three of His Majesty’s Justices 
in the County, at the Expiration of the said Six Months, on the Application of such Assessors or 
their Successors in Office, and they are Hereby authorized and empowered, to let out such Part of 
the Delinquent’s Land as may be sufficient by the Produce thereof to pay such Rate and 
Assessment, together with the Charges of advertising; and in case the Lands of such Absentees 
should not for the present produce sufficient to pay such Rate and Assessment and 
Charges as aforesaid, or no one appear to hire the same, that then it shall and may be lawful for 
such Justices, by Warrant under their Hands and Seals, to order the Sheriff of the County to sell at 
public Auction, to the highest Bidder, first giving Sixty Days’ Notice of such Sale in Manner before 
mentioned, so much of the Lands of such Delinquent as may be sufficient to pay such Rate and 
Assessment with all the Costs and Charges attending the same, retaining the Overplus (if any) for 
the Use of such Delinquent; and the said Sheriff is hereby empowered and directed to execute a 
Deed or Deeds to the Purchaser Or Purchasers thereof, his or their heirs and Assigns, and deliver 
Seisin and Possession of the same to such Purchaser: Provided always, that such absent Proprietor 
or Proprietors shall have, within the Time herein before limited for advertising such Rate and 
Assessment upon the real Property of such absent Proprietor, like and the same Benefit of Appeal 
to the General Sessions as is given by the Fifth Section of this Act; and in case of Non-payment of 
any such Rate and Assessment by such absent Proprietor after such Appeal is decided, the like 
Proceeding shall be had for the Recovery of the same as herein before provided, by letting or 
selling the Lands of such Delinquent, as the Case may be. 
 
XIV. And Whereas by reason of the boundary Lines of many Parishes in the Province not having 
been run, and it being therefore uncertain in what Parish many Lots both of improved Land and 
Land in a Wilderness State are situate; Be it further enacted, that such Lands shall, in every 
Respect, be considered as a Part of the Parish in which the Occupiers thereof have performed the 
Statute Labour on the Highways, until the true Boundaries are ascertained, and shall be assessed 
accordingly. 
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XV. And be it further enacted, That so much of an Act made and passed in the Twenty sixth Year 
of the Reign of His Majesty King George the Third, intituled An Act to oblige absent Proprietors to 
pay a Proportion of any public Charge, and to repair Highways, as relates to absent Proprietors 
paying a Proportion of any public Charge; also that an Act made and passed in the Third Year of 
the Reign of His Majesty King George the Fourth, intituled An Act to alter and amend the Laws 
now in Force for assessing, collecting and levying of Rates for public Charges; and also another Act 
made and passed in the Sixth Year of the Reign of His said Majesty King George the Fourth, 
intituled An Act to alter and amend the Laws now in Force for assessing, collecting and levying of 
Rates for public Charges, be and the same are hereby repealed. 
 
XVI. And be it further enacted, That the said herein before recited Act made and passed in the 
Twenty Sixth Year of the Reign of His Majesty King George the Third, intituled An Act for the 
assessing, levying and collecting County Rates; and also another Act made and passed in the same 
Year, intituled An Act to regulate and provide for the Support of the Poor in this Province, and all 
other Acts now in Force for the levying, assessing and collecting Monies for County or Parish 
Charges of every Kind, shall continue and remain in Force and Effect, except wherein they are 
altered and amended or repealed by this Act; any Thing herein contained to the contrary thereof 
in anywise notwithstanding. 
 
XVII.   And be it further, enacted, That nothing in this Act shall extend or be construed to extend to 
any Lands belonging to any Body Corporate, or to any public Institutions for Religion or Literature, 
and not leased or let by such Body Corporate or public Institution to any other Person or Persons. 
 
XVIII.  And be it further enacted, That this Act shall continue and be in Force until the First Day of 
April which will be in the Year of our Lord One thousand eight hundred and thirty-three. 


