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10 & 11 George IV – Chapter 7 (Imperial Parliament 1829) 
 
Copy of 10, Geo. 4. C. 7, of the Imperial Parliament, referred to in Cap. XXXIII. Page 81, of this 
Volume. 
 
An Act for the Relief of His Majesty’s Roman Catholic Subjects. 18th April, 1829. 
 
Whereas by various Acts of Parliament certain Restraints and Disabilities are imposed on the 
Roman Catholic Subjects of His Majesty, to which other Subjects of His Majesty are not liable: And 
whereas it is expedient that such Restraints and Disabilities shall be from henceforth discontinued: 
And whereas by various Acts certain Oaths and certain Declarations, commonly called the 
Declaration against Transubstantiation and the Invocation of Saints and the Sacrifice of the Mass, 
as practised in the Church of Rome, are or may be required to be taken, made, and subscribed by 
the Subjects of His Majesty, as Qualifications for sitting and voting in Parliament, and for the 
Enjoyment of certain Offices, Franchises, and Civil Rights: Be it enacted by the King’s most Excellent 
Majesty, by and with the Advice and Consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, 
in this present Parliament assembled, and by the Authority of the same, That from and after the 
commencement of this Act all such Parts of the said Acts as require the said Declarations, or either 
of them, to be made or subscribed by any of His Majesty’s Subjects, as a Qualification for sitting 
and voting in Parliament, or for the Exercise or Enjoyment of any Office, Franchise, or Civil Right, be 
and the same are (save as herein-after provided and excepted), hereby repealed. 
 
II.   And be it enacted. That from and after the Commencement of this Act it shall be lawful for any 
Person professing the Roman Catholic Religion, being a Peer, or who shall after the 
Commencement of this Act be returned as a Member of the House of Commons, to sit and vote in 
either House of Parliament respectively, being in all other respects duly qualified to sit and vote 
therein, upon taking and subscribing the following Oath, instead of the Oaths of Allegiance, 
Supremacy, and Abjuration: 
 
“I A. B. do sincerely promise and swear, That I will be faithful and bear true Allegiance to His 
Majesty King George the Fourth, and will defend him to the utmost of my Power against all 
Conspiracies and Attempts whatever, which shall be made against his Person, Crown, or Dignity; 
and I will do my utmost Endeavour to disclose and make known to His Majesty, His Heirs and 
Successors, all Treasons and traitorous Conspiracies which may be formed against Him or Them: 
and I do faithfully promise to maintain, support, and defend to the utmost of my Power, the 
Succession of the Crown, which Succession, by an Act, intituled An Act for the further Limitation of 
the Crown, and better, securing the Rights and Liberties of the Subject, is and stands limited to the 
Princess Sophia, Electress of Hanover, and the Heirs of her Body, being Protestants; hereby utterly 
renouncing and abjuring any Obedience or Allegiance unto any other Person claiming or 
pretending a Right to the Crown of this Realm: And I do further declare That it is not an Article of 
my Faith, and that I do renounce, reject, and abjure the Opinion, that Princes excommunicated or 
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deprived by the Pope, or any other Authority of the See of Rome, may be deposed or murdered 
by their Subjects, or by any Person whatsoever: And I do declare, That I do not believe that the 
Pope of Rome, or any other Foreign Prince, Prelate, Person, State, or Potentate, hath or ought to 
have any Temporal or Civil Jurisdiction, Power, Superiority, or Preeminence, directly or indirectly, 
within this Realm. I do swear, That I will defend to the utmost of my Power the Settlement of 
Property within this Realm, as established by the Laws: And I do hereby disclaim, disavow, and 
solemnly abjure any Intention to subvert the present Church Establishment as settled by Law 
within this Realm: And I do solemnly swear, That I never will exercise any Privilege to which I am or 
may become entitled, to disturb or weaken the Protestant Religion or Protestant Government in 
the United Kingdom: And I do solemnly, in the Presence of God, profess, testify, and declare, That I 
do make this Declaration, and every Part thereof, in the plain and ordinary Sense of the Words of 
this Oath, without any Evasion, Equivocation, or mental Reservation whatsoever. 
So help me GOD.” 
 
III. And be it further enacted, That whereever, in the Oath hereby appointed and set forth, the 
Name of His present Majesty is expressed or referred to, the Name of the Sovereign of this 
Kingdom for the Time being, by virtue of the Act for the further limitation of the Crown and better 
securing the Rights and Liberties of the Subject, shall be substituted from Time to Time, with 
proper Words of Reference thereto. 
 
IV. Provided always, And be it further enacted, That no Peer professing the Roman Catholic 
Religion, and no Person professing the Roman Catholic Religion, who shall be returned a Member 
of the House of Commons after the Commencement of this Act, shall be capable of sitting or 
voting in either House of Parliament respectively, unless he shall first take and subscribe the Oath 
herein-before appointed and set forth, before the same Persons, at the same Times and Places, 
and in the same Manner as the Oaths and the Declaration now required by Law are respectively 
directed to be taken, made, and subscribed; and that any such Person professing the Roman 
Catholic Religion, who shall sit or vote in either House of Parliament, without having first taken and 
subscribed, in the manner aforesaid, the Oath in this Act appointed and set forth, shall be subject 
to the same Penalties, Forfeitures and Disabilities, and the Offence of so sitting or voting shall be 
followed and attended by and with the same Consequences, as are by Law enacted and provided 
in the case of Persons sitting or voting in either House of Parliament respectively, without the 
taking, making, and subscribing the Oaths and the Declaration now required by Law. 
 
V. And be it further enacted, That it shall be lawful for Persons professing the Roman Catholic 
Religion to vote at Elections of Members to serve in Parliament for England and for Ireland, and 
also to vote at the Elections of Representative Peers of Scotland and of Ireland, and to be elected 
such Representative Peers, being in all other respects duly qualified, upon taking and subscribing 
the Oath herein-before appointed and set forth, instead of the Oaths of Allegiance, Supremacy 
and Abjuration, and instead of the Declaration now by law required, and instead also of such other 
Oath or Oaths as are now by Law required to be taken by any of His Majesty’s Subjects professing 
the Roman Catholic Religion, and upon taking also such other Oath or Oaths as may now be 
lawfully tendered to any Persons offering to vote at such Elections. 
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VI. And be it further enacted, That the Oath herein-before appointed and set forth shall be 
administered to His Majesty’s Subjects professing the Roman Catholic Religion, for the Purpose of 
enabling them to vote in any of the Cases aforesaid, in the same Manner, at the same Time, and 
by the same Officers or other Persons as the Oaths for which it is hereby substituted are or may be 
now by Law administered; and that in all Cases in which a Certificate of the taking, making, or 
subscribing of any of the Oaths or of the Declaration now required by Law is directed to be given, a 
like certificate of the taking or subscribing of the Oath hereby appointed and set forth shall be 
given by the same Officer or other Person, and in the same Manner as the Certificate now 
required by Law is directed to be given, and shall be of the like Force and Effect. 
 
VII. And be it further enacted, That in all cases where the Persons now authorized by Law to 
administer the Oaths of Allegiance, Supremacy, and Abjuration to Persons voting at Elections, are 
themselves required to take an Oath previous to their administering such oaths, they shall, in 
addition to the oath now by them taken, take an Oath for the duly administering the Oath hereby 
appointed and set forth, and for the duly granting Certificates of the same. 
 
VIII.  And whereas in an Act of the Parliament of Scotland made in the Eighth and Ninth Session of 
the First Parliament of King William the Third, intituled An Act for the preventing the growth of 
Popery, a certain Declaration or Formula is therein contained, which it is expedient should no 
longer be required to be taken and subscribed: Be it therefore enacted, That such Parts of any Acts 
as authorize the said Declaration or Formula to be tendered, or require the same to be taken, 
sworn and subscribed, shall be and the same are hereby repealed, except as to such Offices, Places 
and Rights as are hereinafter excepted; and that from and after the Commencement of this Act it 
shall be lawful for Persons professing the Roman Catholic Religion to elect and be elected 
Members to serve in Parliament for Scotland, and to be enrolled as Freeholders in any Shire or 
Stewartry of Scotland, and to be chosen Commissioners or Delegates for choosing Burgesses to 
serve in Parliament for any Districts of Burghs in Scotland, being in all Other respects duly qualified, 
such Persons always taking and subscribing the Oath herein-before appointed, and set forth, 
instead of the Oaths of Allegiance and Abjuration as now required by Law, at such Time as the said 
last mentioned Oaths, or either of them, are now required by Law to be taken. 
 
IX. And be it further enacted, That no person in Holy Orders in the Church of Rome shall be 
capable of being elected to serve in Parliament as a Member of the House of Commons; and if any 
such person shall be elected to serve in Parliament as aforesaid, such Election shall be void; and if 
any Person, being elected to serve in Parliament as a Member of the House of Commons shall, 
after his Election, take or receive Holy Orders in the Church of Rome, the Seat of such Person shall 
immediately become void; and if any such Person shall, in any of the Cases aforesaid, presume to 
sit or vote as a Member of the House of Commons, he shall be subject to the same Penalties, 
Forfeitures, and Disabilities as are enacted by an Act passed in the Forty-first Year of the Reign of 
King George the Third, intituled An Act to remove Doubts respecting, the Eligibility of Persons in 
Holy Orders to sit in the House of Commons; and proof of the Celebration of any Religious Service 
by such Person, according to the Rites of the Church of Rome, shall be deemed and taken to be 
prima facie Evidence of the Fact of such Person being in Holy Orders, within the intent and 
meaning of this Act. 
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X. And be it enacted, That it shall be lawful for any of His Majesty’s Subjects professing the 
Roman Catholic Religion to hold, exercise, and enjoy all Civil and Military Offices and Places of 
Trust or Profit under His Majesty, His Heirs or Successors, and to exercise any other Franchise or 
Civil Right, except as herein-after excepted, upon taking and subscribing, at the Times and in the 
Manner herein-after mentioned, the Oath herein-before appointed and set forth, instead of the 
Oaths of Allegiance, Supremacy, and Abjuration, and instead of such other Oath or Oaths as are or 
may be now by Law required to be taken for the Purpose aforesaid by any of His Majesty’s 
Subjects professing the Roman Catholic Religion. 
 
XI. Provided always, And be it enacted, That nothing herein contained shall be construed to 
exempt any Person professing the Roman Catholic Religion from the Necessity of taking any Oath 
or Oaths, or making any Declaration not herein-before mentioned, which are or may be by Law 
required to be taken or subscribed by any Person on his Admission into any such Office or Place of 
Trust or Profit as aforesaid. 
 
XII. Provided also, And be it further enacted, That nothing herein contained shall extend or be 
construed to extend to enable any Person or Persons professing the Roman Catholic Religion to 
hold or exercise the Office of Guardians and Justices of the United Kingdom, or of Regent of the 
United Kingdom, under whatever Name, Style, or Title such Office may be constituted; nor to 
enable any Person, otherwise than as he is now by Law enabled, to hold or enjoy the Office of Lord 
High Chancellor, Lord Keeper or Lord Commissioner of the Great Seal of Great Britain or Ireland; or 
the Office of Lord Lieutenant, or Lord Deputy, or other Chief Governor or Governors of Ireland; or 
His Majesty’s High Commissioner to the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland. 
 
XIII. Provided also, And be it further enacted, That nothing herein contained shall be construed to 
affect or alter any of the Provisions of an Act passed in the Seventh Year of His Majesty’s Reign, 
intituled An Act to consolidate and amend the Laws which regulate the Levy and Application of 
Church Rates and Parish Cesses, and the Election of Churchwardens, and the Maintenance of 
Parish Clerks, in Ireland. 
 
XIV. And be it enacted, That it shall be lawful for any of His Majesty’s Subjects professing the 
Roman Catholic Religion to be a Member of any Lay Body Corporate, and to hold any Civil Office or 
Place of Trust or Profit therein, and to do any Corporate Act, or vote in any Corporate Election or 
other Proceeding, upon taking and subscribing the Oaths hereby appointed and set forth, instead 
of the Oath of Allegiance, Supremacy and Abjuration; and upon taking also such other Oath or 
Oaths as may now by Law be required to be taken by any Persons becoming Members of such Lay 
Body Corporate, or being admitted to hold any Office or Place of Trust or profit within the same. 
  
XV. Provided nevertheless, And be it further enacted, That nothing herein contained shall extend 
to authorize or empower any of His Majesty’s Subjects professing the Roman Catholic Religion, 
and being a Member of any Lay Body Corporate, to give any vote at, or in any manner to join in 
the Election, Presentation or Appointment of any Person to any Ecclesiastical Benefice 
whatsoever, or any Office or Place belonging to or connected with the United Church of England 
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and Ireland, or the Church of Scotland, being in the Gift, Patronage, or Disposal of such Lay 
Corporate Body. 
 
XVI. Provided also, and be it enacted, That nothing in this Act contained shall be construed to 
enable any Persons, otherwise than as they are now by Law enabled, to hold, enjoy, or exercise 
any Office, Place, or Dignity of, in, or belonging to the United Church of England and Ireland, or the 
Church of Scotland, or any Place or Office whatever of, in, or belonging to any of the Ecclesiastical 
Courts of Judicature of England and Ireland respectively, or any Court of Appeal from or Review of 
the Sentences of such Courts, or of, in or belonging to the Commissary Court of Edinburgh, or of, in 
or belonging to any Cathedral or Collegiate or Ecclesiastical Establishment or Foundation; or any 
Office or Place whatever of, in, or belonging to any of the Universities of this Realm; or any Office 
or Place whatever, and by whatever name the same may be called, of, in, or belonging to any of 
the Colleges or Halls of the said Universities, or the Colleges of Eton, Westminster or Winchester, 
or any College or School within this Realm; or to repeal, abrogate, or in any manner to interfere 
with any local Statute, Ordinance, or Rule, which is or shall be established by competent Authority 
within any University, College, Hall, or School, by which Roman Catholics shall be prevented from 
being admitted thereto, or front residing or taking Degrees therein: Provided also, that nothing 
herein contained shall extend or be construed to extend to enable any Person, otherwise than as 
he is now by Law enabled, to exercise any right of Presentation to any Ecclesiastical Benefice 
whatsoever; or to repeal, vary, or alter in any manner the Laws now in force in respect to the Right 
of Presentation to any Ecclesiastical Benefice. 
 
XVII.  Provided always, And be it enacted, That where any Right of Presentation to any Ecclesiastical 
Benefice shall belong to any Office in the Gift or Appointment of His Majesty, His Heirs, or 
Successors, and such Office shall be held by a Person professing the Roman Catholic Religion, the 
Right of Presentation shall devolve upon and be exercised by the Archbishop of Canterbury for the 
Time being. 
 
XVIII.  And be it enacted, That it shall not be lawful for any Person professing the Roman Catholic 
Religion, directly or indirectly, to advise His Majesty, His Heirs or Successors, or any Person or 
Persons holding or exercising the Office of Guardians of the United Kingdom, or of Regent of the 
United Kingdom, under whatever, Name, Style, or Title such Office may be constituted, or the Lord 
Lieutenant, or Lord Deputy, or other Chief Governor or Governors of Ireland, touching or 
concerning the Appointment to or Disposal of any Office or Preferment in the United Church of 
England and Ireland, or in the Church of Scotland; and if any such Person shall offend in the 
Premises, he shall, being thereof convicted by due Course of Law, be deemed guilty of a high 
Misdemeanor, and disabled forever from holding any Office, Civil or Military, under the Crown. 
 
XIX. And be it enacted, That every Person professing the Roman Catholic Religion, who shall after 
the Commencement of this Act be placed, elected, or chosen in or to the office of Mayor, Provost, 
Alderman, Recorder, Bailiff, Town Clerk, Magistrate, Councillor, or Common Councilman, or in or 
to any Office of Magistracy or Place of Trust or Employment, relating to the Government of any 
City, Corporation, Borough, Burgh, or District within the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland, shall, within One Calendar Month next before or upon his Admission into any of the same 
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respectively, take and subscribe the Oath hereinbefore appointed and set forth, in the Presence of 
such Person or Persons respectively as by the Charters or Usages of the said respective Cities, 
Corporations, Burghs, Boroughs, or Districts, ought to administer the Oath for due execution of the 
said Offices or Places respectively; and in Default of such, in the Presence of Two Justices of the 
Peace, Councillors or Magistrates of the said Cities, Corporations, Burghs, Boroughs or Districts, if 
such there be; or otherwise, in the Presence of two Justices of the Peace of the respective 
Counties, Ridings, Divisions, or Franchises wherein the said Cities, Corporations, Burghs, Boroughs 
or Districts are: which said Oath shall either be entered in a Book, Roll, or other Record to be kept 
for that Purpose, or shall be filed amongst the Records of the City, Corporation, Burgh, Borough, or 
District. 
 
XX. And be it enacted, That every Person professing the Roman Catholic Religion, who shall after 
the Commencement of this Act be appointed to any Office or Place of Trust or Profit under His 
Majesty, His Heirs or Successors, shall within Three Calendar Months next before such 
appointment, or otherwise shall, before he presumes to exercise or enjoy or in any Manner to act 
in such Office or Place, take and subscribe the Oath herein-before appointed and set forth, either 
in His Majesty’s High Court of Chancery, or in any of His Majesty’s Courts of King's Bench, Common 
Pleas or Exchequer, at Westminster or Dublin; or before any Judge of Assize, or in any Court of 
General or Quarter Sessions of the Peace in Great Britain or Ireland, for the County or Place where 
the Person so taking and subscribing the Oath shall reside; or in any of His Majesty’s Courts of 
Session, Justiciary, Exchequer, or Jury Court or in any Sheriff or Stewart Court, or in any Burgh 
Court, or before the Magistrates and Councilors of any Royal Burgh in Scotland, between the 
Hours of Nine in the Morning and Four in the Afternoon; and the proper Officer of the Court in 
which such Oath shall be so taken and subscribed, shall cause the same to be preserved amongst 
the Records of the Court; and such Officer shall make, sign, and deliver a Certificate of such Oath 
having been duly taken and subscribed, as often as the same shall be demanded of him, upon 
Payment of Two Shillings and Sixpence for the same; and such Certificate shall be sufficient 
Evidence of the Person therein, named having duly taken and Subscribed such Oath. 
 
XXI. And be it enacted, That if any Person professing the Roman Catholic Religion shall enter upon 
the Exercise or Enjoyment of any Office or Place of Trust or Profit under His Majesty, or of any 
other Office or Franchise, not having in the Manner and at the Times aforesaid taken and 
subscribed the Oath herein-before appointed and set forth, then and in every such Case such 
Person shall forfeit to His Majesty the sum of Two hundred Pounds; and the Appointment of such 
Person to the Office, Place or Franchise so by him held, shall become altogether void, and the 
Office, Place, or Franchise shall be deemed and taken to be vacant to all Intents and Purposes 
whatsoever. 
 
XXII.  Provided always, That for and notwithstanding anything in this Act contained, the Oath 
herein-before appointed and set forth shall be taken by the Officers in His Majesty’s Land and Sea 
Service, professing the Roman Catholic Religion, at the same times and in the same manner as the 
Oaths and Declarations how required by Law are directed to be taken, and not otherwise. 
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XXIII.  And Be it further enacted, That from and after the passing of this Act no Oath or Oaths shall 
be tendered to or required to be taken by His Majesty’s Subjects professing the Roman Catholic 
Religion, for enabling them to hold or enjoy any Real or Personal Property, other than such as may 
by Law be tendered to gild required to be taken by His Majesty’s other Subjects; and that the Oath 
herein appointed and set forth, being taken and subscribed in any of the Courts, or before any of 
the Persons above mentioned shall be of the same Force and Effect, to all Intents and Purposes, 
as, and shall stand in the Place of, all Oaths and Declarations required or prescribed by any Law 
now in force for due Relief of His Majesty’s Roman Catholic Subjects from any Disabilities, 
Incapacities, or Penalties; and the proper Officer of any of the Courts above-mentioned, in which 
any Person professing the Roman Catholic Religion shall demand to take and subscribe the Oath 
herein appointed and set forth, is hereby authorized and required to administer the said oath to 
such Person, and such Officer shall make, sign and deliver a Certificate of such Oath having been 
duly taken and subscribed, as often as the same shall be demanded of him, upon payment of One 
Shilling; and such Certificate shall be sufficient Evidence of the Person therein named having duly 
taken and subscribed such Oath. 
 
XXIV.  And whereas the Protestant Episcopal Church of England and Ireland, and the Doctrine, 
Discipline, and Government thereof, and likewise the Protestant Presbyterian Church of Scotland, 
and the Doctrine, Discipline and Government thereof, are by the respective Acts of Union of 
England and Scotland, and of Great Britain and Ireland, established permanently and inviolably: 
And whereas the Right and Title of Archbishops to their respective Provinces, of Bishops to their 
Sees, and of Deans to their Deaneries, as well in England as in Ireland, have been settled and 
established by Law; Be it therefore enacted, That if any Person, after the Commencement of this 
Act, other than the Person thereunto authorized by Law, shall assume or use the Name, Style, or 
Title of Archbishop of any Province, Bishop of any Bishoprick, or Dean of any Deanery, in England 
or Ireland, he shall for every such offence forfeit and pay the sum of One hundred Pounds. 
 
XXV.  And be it further enacted, That if any Person holding any Judicial or Civil Office, or any Mayor, 
Provost, Jurat, Bailiff, or other Corporate Officer, shall, after the Commencement of this Act, resort 
to or be present at any Place or public Meeting for Religious Worship in England or in Ireland, 
other than that of the United Church of England and Ireland, or in Scotland, other than that of the 
Church of Scotland, as by Law established, in the Robe, Gown, or other peculiar Habit of his Office, 
or attend with the Ensign or Insignia, or any Part thereof, of or belonging to such his Office, such 
Person shall, being thereof convicted by due Course of Law, forfeit such Office, and pay for every 
such Offence the Sum of One hundred Pounds. 
 
XXVI.  And be it further enacted, That if any Roman Catholic Ecclesiastic, or any Member  of any of 
the Orders, Communities, or Societies, herein-after mentioned, shall, after the Commencement of 
this Act, exercise any of the Rites or Ceremonies of the Roman Catholic Religion, or wear the 
Habits of his Order, save within the usual Places of Worship of the Roman Catholic Religion, or in 
private Houses, such Ecclesiastic or other Person shall, being thereof convicted by due Course of 
Law, forfeit for every such Offence the Sum of Fifty Pounds. 
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XXVII.  Provided always, and be it enacted, That nothing in this Act contained shall in any Manner 
repeal, alter, or affect any Provision of an Act made in the Fifth Year of His present Majesty’s Reign, 
intituled An Act to repeal so much of An Act passed in the Ninth year of the Reign of King William 
the Third, as relates to Burials in suppressed Monasteries, Abbeys, or Convents in Ireland, and to 
make further Provision with respect to the Burial in Ireland of Persons dissenting from the 
Established Church. 
 
XXVIII.  And whereas Jesuits, and Members of other Religious Orders, Communities, or Societies of 
the Church of Rome, bound by Monastic or Religious Vows, are resident within the United 
Kingdom; and it is expedient to make Provision for the gradual Suppression and final Prohibition of 
the same therein; Be it therefore enacted, That every Jesuit, and every Member of any other 
Religious Order, Community, or Society of the Church of Rome, bound by Monastic or Religious 
Vows, who at the Time of the Commencement of this Act shall be within the United Kingdom, 
shall, within Six Calendar Months after the Commencement of this Act, deliver to the Clerk of the 
Peace of the County or Place where such Person shall reside, or to his Deputy, a Notice or 
Statement, in the Form and containing the Particulars required to be set forth in the Schedule to 
this Act annexed; which Notice or Statement such Clerk of the Peace, or his Deputy, shall preserve 
and register amongst the Records of such County or Place; without any Fee, and shall forthwith 
transmit a Copy of such Notice or Statement to the Chief Secretary of the Lord Lieutenant, or other 
Chief Governor or Governors of Ireland, if such Person shall reside in Ireland, or if in Great Britain, 
to One of His Majesty’s Principal Secretaries of State; and in case any Person shall offend in the 
Premises, he shall forfeit and pay to His Majesty, for every Calendar Month, during which he shall 
remain in the United Kingdom without having delivered such Notice or Statement as is herein-
before required, the Sum of Fifty Pounds. 
 
XXIX.  And be it further enacted, That if any Jesuit, or Member of any such Religious Order, 
Community, or Society as aforesaid, shall, after the Commencement of this Act, come into this 
Realm, he shall be deemed and taken to be guilty of a Misdemeanor, and being thereof lawfully 
convicted, shall be sentenced and ordered to be banished front the United Kingdom for the Term 
of his natural Life. 
 
XXX.   Provided always, And be it further enacted, That in case any natural-born Subject of this 
Realm, being at the Time of the Commencement of this Act a Jesuit, or other Member of any Such 
Religious Order, Community, or Society as aforesaid, shall, at the Time of the Commencement of 
this Act, be out of the Realm, it shall be lawful for such Person to return or to come into this Realm, 
and upon such his Return or coming into the Realm he is hereby required, within the Space of Six, 
Calendar Months after his first returning or coming into the United Kingdom, to deliver such 
Notice or Statement to the Clerk of the Peace of the County or Place where he shall reside, or his 
Deputy, for the Purpose of being so registered and transmitted, as herein-before directed; and in 
case any such Person shall neglect or refuse so to do, he shall for such Offence forfeit and pay to 
His Majesty, for every Calendar Month during which he shall remain in the United Kingdom 
without having delivered such Notice or Statement, the Sum of Fifty Pounds. 
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XXXI. Provided also, And be it further enacted, That, notwithstanding any thing herein-before 
contained, it shall be lawful for any One of His Majesty’s Principal Secretaries of State, being a 
Protestant, by a Licence in Writing, signed by him, to grant Permission to any Jesuit, or Member of 
any such Religious Order, Community, or Society as aforesaid, to come into the United Kingdom, 
and to remain therein for such Period as the said Secretary of State shall think proper, not 
exceeding in any Case the Space of Six Calendar Months; and it shall also be lawful for any of His 
Majesty’s Principal Secretaries of State to revoke any Licence so granted before the Expiration of 
the Time mentioned therein, if he shall so think fit; and and if any such Person to whom such 
Licence shall have been granted shall not depart from the United Kingdom within Twenty Days 
after the Expiration of the Time mentioned in such Licence, or if such licence shall have been 
revoked, then within twenty days after notice of such Invocation shall have been given to him, 
every Person so offending shall be deemed guilty of a Misdemeanor, and being thereof lawfully 
convicted shall be sentenced and ordered to be banished from the United Kingdom for the Term 
of his natural Life. 
 
XXXII.  And be it further enacted, That there shall annually be laid before both Houses of 
Parliament an Account of all such Licences as shall have been granted for the Purpose herein-
before mentioned within the Twelve Months then next preceding. 
 
XXXIII. And be it further enacted, That in case any Jesuit, or Member of any such Religious Order, 
Community, or Society as aforesaid, shall, after the Commencement of this Act, within any Part of 
the United Kingdom, admit any Person to become a Regular Ecclesiastic, or Brother or Member of 
any such Religious Order, Community, or Society, or be aiding or consenting thereto, or shall 
administer or cause to be administered, or be aiding or assisting in the administering or taking, any 
Oath, Vow, or Engagement purporting or intended to bind the Person taking the same to the 
Rules, Ordinances, or Ceremonies of such Religious Order, Community, or Society, every Person 
offending in the Premises in England or Ireland shall be deemed guilty of a Misdemeanor, and in 
Scot-land shall be punished by Fine and Imprisonment. 
 
XXXIV. And be it further enacted, That in case any Person shall, after the commencement of this 
Act, within any part of this United Kingdom, be admitted or become a Jesuit, or Brother or 
Member of any other such Religious Order, Community, or Society as aforesaid, such Person shall 
be deemed and taken to be guilty of a Misdemeanor, and being thereof lawfully convicted shall be 
sentenced and ordered to be banished from the United Kingdom for the Term of his natural Life. 
 
XXXV. And be it further enacted, That in case any Person sentenced and ordered to be banished 
under the Provisions of this Act shall not depart from the United Kingdom within Thirty Days after 
the pronouncing of such Sentence and Order, it shall be lawful for His Majesty to cause such 
Person to be conveyed to such place out of the United Kingdom as His Majesty, by the advice of 
His Privy Council, shall direct. 
 
XXXVI. And be it further enacted, That if any Offender, who shall be so sentenced and ordered to 
be banished in manner aforesaid, shall, after the end of Three Calendar Months from the time 
such Sentence and Order hath been pronounced, be at large within any part of the United 
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Kingdom, without some lawful Cause, every such Offender being so at large as aforesaid, on being 
thereof lawfully convicted, shall be transported to such Place as shall be appointed by His Majesty, 
for the Term of his natural Life. 
 
XXXVII. Provided always, and be it enacted, That nothing herein contained shall extend or be 
construed to extend in any Manner to affect any Religious Order, Community, or Establishment 
consisting of Females bound by Religious or Monastic Vows. 
 
XXXVIII. And be it further enacted. That all Penalties imposed by this Act shall and may be 
recovered as a Debt due to His Majesty, by Information to be filed in the Name of His Majesty’s 
Attorney General for England or for Ireland, as the case may be, in the Courts of Exchequer in 
England or Ireland respectively, or in the Name of His Majesty’s Advocate General in the Court of 
Exchequer in Scotland. 
 
XXXIX. And be it further enacted, That this Act, or any Part thereof, may be repealed, altered, or 
varied at any Time within, this present Session of Parliament. 
 
XL. And be it further enacted, That this Act shall commence and take effect at the Expiration of Ten 
Days from and after the passing thereof. 


