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and empowered to make such rate and assessment of any sum-not exceeding
seven hundred and ﬁfty pounds, as in their discretion they may think necessary,
for the purpose of paying off the Debt of the said County ; the same to be assessed,

levied, collected and paid, agreeably to any Acts now or hereafter to be in force
for the assessing, collecting and levying of County Rates.
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EBE it enacted by the Lieutenant Governor, Legislative Council and Assem- Governorin /R
@ B bly, That it shall and may be lawful for the Lieutenant Governor or Souclioseint /|

Commissioners of

Commqndexj in Chief for the time being, by and with the advice of Her Majesty’s yrected moin?”
Executive Council, to appoint and also to re-appoint and supply, where it may be
expedient, in each of the Counties of this Province, where he shall thiak it
‘necessary, one or -more Commissioners of Wrecks and shipwrecked Gords;
which said Commissioners before they enter on the duties of their office shall be Tobeswom.
sworn to the faithful discharge thereof by the Clerks of the Peace respectively of
the several Counties for which the said Commissioners may be appointed.
II. And be it enacted, That the Commissioner or Commissioners for each Commissioners on
« . s information of a
County, or any two Commissioners (should more than two be appointed for any Shipwreck orat
.County), shall immediately on receiving information of any Shipwreck, or of the pupecy t e
finding any Shipwrecked Goods or Property of any kind, to the amount or value jau. w fomace
of twenty five pounds or more, on any-of the shores or waters within his or their a»dtake chage.
County, or of any abandoned or wrecked Ship or Vessel, Property or Goods
having been brought into his or their County, repair to the place where the said
property may be found or brought, and in case the same shall not be- in the cus-
tody of any owner, or agent of such owner, or other lawful authority, or any owner
or agent or lawful authority as aforesaid shall so request, shall take charge thereof,
and shall preserve and secure the same for the owner. _
ITI. And be it enacted, That the said Commissioner or Commissioners may May employ per-
employ as many persons as he or they shall think necessary to assist in preserving preserviag the.
the property, and may appoint guards to secure the same, and shall and may have Eroperis, appoint
full power and authority to suppress all tumults and disorders ; and if any person press tumult,
shall disobey any, lawful order of such Commissioner or Commissioners, for the
suppression of any tumults or disorders, he shall forfeit for every such offence the Pensity for diso-
sum of ten pounds, to be recovered by action of debt, in any Court of Record in et * =
this Province, by and in the name of the said Commissioner or Commissioners to
“ his or their use. B . _
IV. And be it enacted, That the said Commissioner or Commissioners shall 'tf,‘;).“i,“fpﬁ,‘p?,{;“‘
on every such occasion take an inventory of all the Property that shall come to fatshalcometo
his or their possession; and when required by the owner of the Property or his o ateston oatt
_agent, or by any Insurance Company or Underwriter, or other person interested :{e',g‘,le“;;‘},i,:;‘t‘; ©
,in the said Property, shall make oath to the truth of such Inventory, and shall the ownes
deliver a covy thereof, if required, together with all the said Property to theowner,
agent or other person lawfully authorized to receive 1t as aforesaid : Provided
that there shall first be paid, or secured to be paid to the said Commissioner or Compensation
Commissioners a reasonable compensation for his or their services and expenses, being st patd.
and such duties and other charges as he or they shall have paid, or become liable

to pay, upon or for the Property in question. v
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V. And be it enacted, That no owner or other person or persons interested in

any such Property, shall be liable to pay any person or persons, other than the
said Commissioner or Commissioners, any charge for services or expenses In
taking or securing the said Property, unless it be for property, taken or secured
before any Commissioner or Commissioners shall take charge of the said Pro-
perty. '
¥ Vir. And be it enacted, That if any person sha.. 2fter the arrival of any- such
Commissioner or Commissioners take, detain or intermeddle with any Property,
shipwrecked or found as aforesaid, except under the direction of such Commis-
sioner or Commissioners, owner or agent, or other person or persons interested,
he shall forfeit a sum not exceeding two hundred and fifty pounds for each offence,
to be recovered in an action of debt which may be brought by the said Commis-
sioner or Commissioners, owner, agent or party interested as aforesaid, in any -
Court of Record in this Province, to the use of such Commissioner or Commis-
sioners, owner, agent or party interested as aforesaid. )
_ VII. And be it enacted, That if the said Commissioner or Commissioners, and
the said owner or owners, agent or other person lawfully authorized to receive the
said Property, shall not agree on the sum so due to the said Commissioner or
Commissioners, as to the compensation to be allowed to him or them for his or
their services, and for his or their expenses and charges as aforesaid, the same.
shall and may be submitted to three arbitrators, one to be chosen by each party,
and the two so chosen to choose a third, and in case either shall omit or refuse to
choose an arbitrator within six days from the time of such disagreement, the other
party to name both, the award of whom shall be conclusive as to such compensa-
tion, expenses and charges. ‘

VIII. And be it enacted, That the Commissioner or Commissioners aforesaid,
as soon as may be after his or their arrival at the place where any Wreck or
Goods shall be found, if there be no owner, agent or person lawfully authorized
as aforesaid present, shall publish the particulars of the Shipwreck and of the
Goods found, with such other material facts as-he or they sh'all ascertain, in order
that knowledge thereof may be given as'soon as possible to;the owner, agent or
person interested ; and if the said Commissioner or Commiésioners shall neglect
so to do, he or they shall forfeit the sum of one hundred pounds, to be recovered
by action of debt at the suit of the owner, agent or other person or persons inte-
rested to his or their own use. . '

IX. And be it enacted, That the said Commissioner or Commissioners may
dispose of so much of the said Property by public auction, within thirty days after
taking the same into his or their custody, and upon giving fourteen days public
notice in one or more of the public newspapers of the County where the Goods
or Wreck may be, or by handbills posted up in three or more of the most public
places in the said County, and also on the morning of the day when the same
shall be offered for sale, as shall be sufficient to pay all duties and other charges
and expenses thereon which he or they shall have paid or become liable for to the
Custom House or Treasurer of the Province. )

X. And be it enacted, That when such Property is of a perishable nature, and
may be reduced in value by keeping it for one year, and no owner, agent or other
person or persons interested therein, shall appear to claim it within sixty days
after it shall have been taken into the custody of the said Commissioner or Com-
missioners, and such particulars published as aforesaid, such Commissioner or
Commissioners shall advertize the said Property in the manner heréinbefore men-
tioned, and shall sell the same by public auction to the best advantage.

XI.



- Signal, with intent fp bring any Ship or[Vessel into danger, or shall unlawfully

e by-any office of emolument under Government; .
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XI. And be it enacted, That if no Owner, Agent, or other person: or persons Ifzo owaer ep.

interested in such property, shallappear within one yearafteritshallhavebeen taken et and it

into the custody of the said Commissioner or Commissioners, andpublished as §yorsm ven:

aforesaid, and establish his or their claim thereto, the said Commissioner or Com- e to befur-

L . nished to the Pro-
-missioners shall present tothe Treasurer of the Province or Deputy Treasurer, an vince Tressurecor

Inventory of the Property, or, if sold, an account of the sales, with an account of ﬁi‘é:‘fé&‘:‘,&?:
all monies paid by him for duties on the Property and for the expenses of securing
and preserving the same ; and he shall make oath to the truth of such Inventory
and accounts, and shall pay and deliver to the said Treasurer, or Deputy Treasurer,
the balance of such accounts, with all the said Property remaining in his hands
for the use of the Province; Provided, that there shall first be paid or allowed to Commissioners

. o v . e . compensation to
the said Commissioner or Commissioners, out of such balance, such compensa- be Bast peid.

tion for his or their services as shall be just, to be ascertained, in case of dis-
agreement between the said Commissioner or Commissioners and the said Trea-
surer or Deputy Treasurer, in the same manner that is hereinbefore provided for
the adjustment of the like question between the said Commissioner or Commis-
sioners and the owner of such Property.

XII. And beitenacted, Thatif any such Commissioner or Commissioners shall Commissioner to
for the space of sixty days after the expiration of the year hereinbefore limited for aeumsbe not
his accounting with the Treasurer or Deputy Treasurer neglect to present to the fheemiz.
Treasurer or Deputy Treasurer the Inventory and accounts before mentioned,
and to pay and deliver the balance due thereon, deducting the compensation
aforesaid, together with all the said Property remaining in his hands, it shall be
the duty of the said Treasurer to place the same in the hands of the Attorney
General to prosecute therefor, in the name of and behalf of Her Majesty, for the
use and benefit of the Province.

XIII. And be it dnacted, That if any person shall exHjibit any false Light or

lights orsignalsor
prev, ntingnany dfnl, 30"

and maliciously do aky thing tending to the immediate los§ or destruction of any B s aay ves. b 5=t
Ship or Vessel in distress, or shall by forge prevent or imppde any person endea- prves p S Mgl SEE R
i is lift from such Ship of Vessel, (whethe} he shall be on board gunifiatlewits £ fies
or shall have quitted {he same,) every fsuch offender shall be guilty of Felony,

and being convicted thereof shall suffer d¢ath as.a Felon. -
son shall plunder} steal, or destroy any Plnderng goods
Vessels, or any Yessel which shall be s, defmed™
in distress, or Goods, Wares, or Merchanflize belonging tofsuch Ship or Vessel, Felony
which shall be wrecked}lost, abandoned, dy cast on shore dn the Coasts of this
Province, or shall bé fdund adrift or floatihg in any of th¢ Bays or Harbours
thereof, such person shall be guilty of Felogy, and being corvicted thereof, shall
be liable to be punished 4 the manner prdscribed for Felopy by “ An Act for
improving the administrafon of Justice in iminal cases.”

ibiting false /L{Wﬁ
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An Act farther to provide for the expenses of the Legislature. . [W
) ‘Passed 31st March 1840. : Jealer

é “7 HEREAS to ensure a proper representation of all the various iriterests rreanle. 7-"/9 57
" WV ¢ of the Province in the second branch of the Legislature, it 1s just and

¢ reasonable that some provision should be made to defray the expenses of such /7 !7 ;}é “
¢ Members thereof attending in General Assembly as do not enjoy large SalaneIs A



