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CAP. L
An Act for appointing Commiwsioners to inguire into the loses
- orcasioned by the late destructive fires in this Provinge.
" Passed 24th February, 1826.
HEREAS, in ‘the month of ‘Octo-
ber last,divers destruétiye Firesoc-
curred at Fredericton, on the River Mira-
" michi, on the River Oromocto and other
parts of this Province, which destroyed
* Property to a very large amount, reduced
fnany persons to a state of wantand mate-
‘rially impaired the condition and circum-
~stances of many others. And Whereas
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veryextensive and benevolentcontributions
have been made in the true spirit: of chris-
tian Charity in this Province, and the
-other British Colonies, and also in the Uni-
ted States of America and in the Mother
Country,. for relieving the sufferings and
repairingthe losses occasioned by such Fires,
and a large amount of the contributions
made in the British Colonies and the United
States, remains in the hands and under the
direction and coutrol of His Excellency the
Lieutenant-Governor, to be distributed
among the sufferers; and still further and
larger sums raised in the Mother Country,
will probably be placed in his hands for
the same purpose : And Whereas inorder to
“make a justand proper distribution of these
extensive Charities, it is necessary that a
faithfulinquiry should be made intothe loss-
es sustained by the persons who may have
suffered by the said Fires.
- 1. Beut enacted, by the Lieutenant-Gover-
nor, Counct! and Assembly, That The Hono-
) rable Grorce Snore, The Honorable
comminions  WARD CHIPMAN, HARRY PETERS,-Esq.
cpened - RicHarp Simonps, Esq. and ThoMas
HorseriELd PeTexrs, Esq. shall be, and
they are hereby constituted Commissioners,
for inquiring nto the respective losses,
actually sstained by all such person or per
sons, who miay have suffered by the said-
Fires. : ' ,
, I1. And be ¢t furiher enacted, That the
e said Comtmissioners or any two or more of
of them to reaie them, shall with all convepient speed, re-
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the said Fires havehappered asshall in that
- behalfbedirectedand pointedoutby the Lieu-
eutenant-Governor, for the purpose of mak-
ing. such inquiries, and thatit s‘})lall and may
be lawful for the said Commissioners or any
two or more of them, and they are hereby
authorized, empowered and required to ex-
amine upon oath (which oath they or any.
two or more of themare hereby authorized
16 administer) all persons whom the said
Commissioners or any two or more of them 10 @mine Per

A . sons on Oath
shall think fit, touching all such matters twuching sl such
- . N o o -matters 25 may be
and things as shall be necesss vy for ihe ex- wecesy.
ecution of the powers vested in the said
Commissioners by this Act. And all such

persons are hereby directed and required Sxh Penoms to
attend the Com-

punctually to autend thesaid Comnissioners masionen.
at such time and place as they or any two
or more of them shall appoint.
I1. And be st further enacted, That assoon
as the said'examinations inte the said losses )
i . - e th exami-
shall be completed, the said Commissioners satioss shali be
- . . eompleied, the
shall all meet at Fredericton, andshall make commissiones 1>
out in writing a full and decailed report of G oM,
the actual losses ascertained in manner il repoi 1o
aforesaid, and preser:t the same to His Ex- witha schee of
- dutribution of the
cellencythe Lieutenant-Governor, together ruwe.
with a scheme of distribution of the funds
contributed for this purposc avd remaining
undisposedof; havingregard inall cases to
the specific intentions of the donors, where
-any such intentions have been expressed.
"IV. And be it further enacted, That if it Penoos deliver
. L4 -
shall appear upon sufficient evidence to the chizy beyoss
* said Commissioners that any person shall fiertips =it
“have delivered in an account or ¢laim be- ‘oot thn a jost
- : . . ) . yond comptnuuon te
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beexcloded from  YORd the-real loss, withan intent to obtain

:g:n::g;:;:n the more than a Just compensauon, such -ac-

count of claim shall not be included in the
reportso to ‘be made to His Excellency the
Lieutenant-Governor, and such person shall
be absolutely excluded from any compen-
sation or share of the charxtable funds be-
fore mentioned. .

) V. And be it furt/zer enacted, That if any
st swmniag  PETSON O ‘persons shall be gmlty of false
tmads zvnj'u:yg.: swearing_ In any examination made by the

said Commissioners respectively ‘under and
by virtue of this Act such person or per-
sonssooffendicg shall upon conviction there-
of before the Supreme Court or any Court
of Oyer and Terminer or Gaol Delivery,
be liable'to suffer the pains and penalttes by
Law imposed for wxlful and corrupt per-
jury.

VL. And be it furthzr enauted That it shall
the Covermor 1o 300 M2y be lawful for the Lientenant-Go-
appont 3 Secre- VErNOr 10 appoint a suitable person to be
sary to the.Come
missoers and to Secretar) to thesaid Commlssmnere, and al-
Bllwcnie. g0 in caseof a vacaticy or vacancies by death

or resignation of any one or more of the said
Commissioners, to nominate and appoint
such person or persons as hemay think pro-
‘per tosupply such vacancy.or vacancies,.
.ard ‘that. every person so nominated and

-appointed shall be held and considered to be
invested with all the powers delegated to the
Commissioners appointed by this Act.
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