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Inferior Court of Common Pleas for the said County liad this
Act not been made.

CAP. IX.
An Act to prevent the cutting or breaking down the

Bank of any River, Sea-bank or Dyke, and for the
preservation of the same.

Passed the 7th of March, 1816.

W HEREAS there are large tracts of Marsh Land within eF2r.u
this Province dyked in, from which great advantages

do arise, aud as the dyking and draining those Lands are at-
tended with a very great expence, which expence and advan-
tages may be lost to the ruin of inany industrious persons by
wicked a2d evil minded Persons by cuting or destroying said
Dykes or Sea-banks.

I. Bc il therefore enaicted bv ie Presicnt, Counci ad A sinm iinr -

bly, 'at if any person or persons from and after the pa;sng;uîhy:A;o ""
of this Act, shal unlawfully and mnaliciously break down or
cut down any Sea-bank or Dyke, or any part or parts thereof,
whereby any Lands shahl or may be overfowed or damaged,
or be made Jiable to bc overflowed or damaged, every person
so offending being thereof lawfuily convicted, shl b adjudg-
ed guily of Felonv.

il And be itfrhe.r enaced, That if any per.on or persons
shail at anyv time hcreafter uniawflv and w.Iifuliv cut off. i; a«
draw up or remove, and carry' awayv auy piles, pickets, brushrîL.d .

-or other materiah which are or at any time hereafier may be
driven into the ground, placed, fixed or ised for the secu'ring
any Marsli Land, Sea-wa!s, Dykes, River-banks or imnerval
Land, or shall cut down or otiherwise destroy any Trees oro, T

Bushes, which may have becn reserved, planted or set out for
the preservation of the Iterval-banks of any River or stream 7
cvcry person so offending shall forfeit and pay a fine not les.
thanteI jIon nds and nlot exceedingizren(tand withi costs, tobe
paid to theinformer Upon due conviction theicof, bytheoai o>f
onc ormore credible witn'ss or witnesses, befbre anyi twoof H i
Majesty's Jutices of the Peace iii the Cou n'y where nc suchl en'ceoy-Y D

shall becomm to d,tobc levied bywarrant ofdistress and sale of
the offendcr's Goods and Chattels, rendering the overplus if any,
Io sucl offender, and for want of suficient Goods and Chat-r - c!:
tels, the sad Justices are hereby required to commit such] i ,

offender to the common Gaol of the County wherein such ' -*
offence shall be comintted, there to remain for a term not
less than one month, nor exceeding two montis.

III. And be it fither enacted, That this Act shall continuem-
and be in force for four years, and from thence to the e.-d of
the next Session of the General Assembly.

CAP. X.


