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C AP HIL |

An ACT for apprehending DESERT-

- ERS from His MAJESTY’S SERVIC‘E,

and for punithing unlawful Dealings
‘with SOLDIERS or DESERTERS.

HEREAS feveral Scldiers, bzing duly lifted, do prmbie,
afterwards defert and are often found wandering or
otherwife 2bfenting themfelves illegally from His Majes-
TYs fervice: - ‘

1. BE IT ENACTED, ¥y the Lientenant Governor,
Council and Affembly, That it fhall and may be lawful to and’ A7y peion fu

sted tobe 2

ny conftible of the town or place wher r{on, Deferter, maybe
for any con 1 or place where any perfon, it

who ‘may be reafonably fufpecied to be fuch a Deferter, thall any Contabic

be found within this province, to apprehend or caufe him to Jo5 heuhtbes

b apprehended, and to caufe fuch perfon to be brought be- Jofice ofthe |
fore any Juftice of the Peace living in or near fuch town or ewmio: kimj
place, who hath hereby pewer to examine fuch fufpecied per-

fon; and if, by his contedion or the teftimony of one or wsifitsppen
mre witnefs or witnefics upoa oath or by the knowledge of RJhs
fuch Juftice of the Peace, it thall appear or be found that fewen

fuch fufpe@ed perfon is a lifted Soldier and cught to be with

the troop or company to which he belongs, fuch Juftice of ne s commts
the Peace ‘{hall forthwith caufe him to be convéyed to the Hm wpiin,
geol ‘of the county or plice where he fhall be found or

other public prifon where fuch Deferter fhall be apprehended, .
and tranfinit an account thereof to the Oflicer commanding -d tofuit ag
His MajesTv's forces within this province for the time figer mmee.

o " the Sueh perfon may sceded apainfl i Ofice: of
being, to thz end fuch perfon niay. be procceded againft s Ofice ! e
according to law; and the Keeper of fuch gaol or prifon The Gatr 12
fhall reccive ‘the full fubfiftence of fuch Deferter or Deferters Guewe or fuh
during the time that he or they ihall continue in his cuflody peeer ¥

for the maintenance of fuch Defericr or Deferters, but thall ot o hd
. .o - - 5407 ifons
not be intitled to any fec or reward on accountof the imprf- mar.

onment of tuch Deferter or Delerters.

And bz it further enadled, That if any perfon fhall har- Pesfns bar.
. L . . R ing r afe
bour, conceal or aifift any Deferter from His MAJESTY'S fiing Deicnccs

fervice, knowing him to oe fuch, the perfon fo offending © ' s

fhall
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fhall forfeit for every fuch offence the fum of fuve pounds;
s - or, if any perfon fhall-knowingly detain, buy or exchangs
& of otherwife receive from any Soldier or Deferter, or any-
other perfon, upon any account or pretence. whatfoever, any
Arms, Cloathing, Caps or other Furniture belonging to the
KING, or any fuch Articles belonging to any Soldier- or-
Deferter, as are generally deemed Regrmental Neceffaries aca-
: cording to the cuftom of the army, being provided for the
orestng e - Soldier and paid for by deductions out of his pay, or caufe
doxtes wpe  the colour of any fuch cloathes to be changed,. the pzrfon fo:
feesti e e offending fhall forfeit for every fuch offence the fum of fivs
offeaces pounds; and upon convidtion by the oath of one or more |
cfedible witnefs or witneffes beforeany of His MajesTv's..
, Juftices of the Peace the faid refpettive penalties of fue
to te lesied by pounds and froe p‘awsdf thall be levied, by warrant mdc'r the
wesenifie.  hands of the faid Juftice or Juftices of the Peace, by diftrefs.
ope aif of e 304 fale of the goods and chattles of the-offender; one moiety .
penaidies & e of the faid firft, mentioned penalty of fve pounds to be paid to
. - the Informer by whofe means fuch Deferter fhall be appre- .
e, NEBed, ard one moiety of the laft mentioned penalty of jve-
Oficer o whom pounds to be paid to.the Informer, and. the refidue of the
the Defeer bt faid refpective penalties to be paid to the Officer to whom
Fo st of any fuch Deferter or Soldier did belong: And in cafe ‘any
f}?dl;’lmcn]; fuch offender who fhall. he convicied as aforefaid, of harbour-
buepadis ino or affifting any fuch Deferter or Deferters or having
’ knowingly received any Arms, Cloathes, Capsor other Fur-
niture belonging to the XING, or having caufed the colour
of fuch cloaths to be changed contrary to the intent of this .
a@,_ fhall not have fufficient goods and chattels whercon dii~ .
. tréfs may be mdde to the value of the penalties recovered.
n for 1ys ot- 2gainft him for fuch offence, or fhall not pay fuch penaliics.
wicomitrion; within four days after fuch conviction; then and m fuch:

camized w  cafe fuch Juftice of the Peace fhall and may by warrant un-
Sl & der his hand and feal commit fuch offender to the Common
Gaol, there to remain. withosi buil r mainprize for the fpace

of three months,
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