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An ACT for preventing the MULTIPLI-

CITY of LAW SUITS.

I. W1 H E R E A S a provifion for fetting mutual debts one
againft the other is highly juft and reafonable at all

times, and tends to prevent .a multiplicity of law fuits.

IL. Be it enacd by the Governor, Counciland Afemby, Tlhat m u.j
vhere there are mu tual debts between the plaintiff and defendant gg;t

in any court of record in this province, or if either party fue or rendan, -nt et

bc fued as executor or adminifirator where there are mutual debts as! n

between the teffator or intefiate and either party, one debt may =g
be fet againft the other, and fuch matter may be given in evidence t ar r
upon the general iffue or pleading in bar, as the nature of the l o.
cafe fhall require fa as at the time of his pleading, the general if-
fue where any fuch debts of the plaintiff his teflator or inteflate
is intended ta be infiftcd on in evidence, notice (hall be given of
the particular fum or debt fo intended ta be infifted on and upon
what occafion it becane due or otherwife, fuch matter fhall not
be allowed in evidence upon fucli gencral iffue.

III. And be it fr-ther enaBied, That by virtue of this act, mu- wm d

tual debts, may be fet againfi each other, cither by being pleaded
in bar, or given in evidence on the general iffue, in the manner ? y

herein before mentioned notwithftanding, that fuch debts are b
deenied in law to be of a different nature, unlefs in cafes where a
either of the laid debts fhall accrue by reafon of a penalty con-
tained in any bond or fpecialty, and in all cafes where either the
debt for which the adion hath been or (hall be brought, or the
debt intended to be fet againft the faine, hath accrued or fhall
accrue by reafon of any fuch penalty the debt intended to be fet
off, fhall be pleaded in bar, in which plea (hall be liewn how
much is truly and juffly due on either fide, and in cafe the plaintift
(hall recover in any fuch a&ion or fuit, judgnent (hall be entered
for no more than (hall appear to be truly and juffly due to the
plaintiff after one debt being fet againft the other as aforefaid.
And if upon trial of the iffue between the parties, the plaintiff coRh Md by
(hall become nonfuit, or the jury Ihall not affefs damages ta the
plaintiff over and above the debt, or fum of which notice of fet-
off fhall have been given as aforefid, then the plaintiff fiall have
no colts, but ihall pay to the defendants or his attorney conls ta
be taxed. And if upon fuch trial, it ihall appear ta thcjury that
the plaintiff is over-paid, then they fhall find a verdia for the de-
fendant, and therewith certify ta the court how much they find
the plaintiff to b. indebted or in arrear ta the defendant more than
will anfwer th- debt or fum fo fet-off, and found due by the faime
verdidt and the fun or ijms fo certified ihall be recorded with the

vcrdia,
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i tf re- verdia, and <hall be deemed as a debt of record, and if the
c.ýz i plaintiff refufe to pay the fame, the'defendant for the recovery

fd thereof, hall have execution for the fame together with the colis

for the f=.- andof the faid aétion, any liaw, ufage or cufonm to the contrary in
anywife notwithfIanding.

C APXTXY.
An A C T for permitting perfons of the

profeffion of the people called QUAKERS
to make an AFFIRMATION inftead of an
OATH.

1. Be it enac7ed Ay the Governor, Council and Afenbly,
PeopIe C C]ed H A T every perfon of the profefTion of the people called
Q.nk - jo Q akers, who fhall be required upon any lawful occafion
lon inficad of to take an oath, fhall, inftead of an oath in the ufual form, be

permitted ta make his or her folemn declaration or affirmation in
thefe words, to wit:

I A. B. dofo1emny, fincerely, and truly declare and aßrmj.

Which folemn affirmation fhall and is hereby declared to be of
the fane force and effea in all cafes where by lav an oath <hall
be required, as if fuch Quaker had taken an oath in the ufual
form.

FaUe i a- Il. And be it furt1er endaed, That every perfon who Ïhall
have made fuch folemn affirmation, and fhall be convided of wil-
.fully, falfely and corruptly having affirmed any thing which if
the fame had been fworn in the ufual form would have amounted
to wilful and corrupt periury, lhall incur the fame penalties as
perfons convided of wilful and corrupt perjury.

aa I1L Provided, That no Quaker or reputed Quaker, fhall by
zLdgtc virtue of this aa, he admitted to give evidence in any criminal

caufe extending to life or limb, by fuch folenn declaration or
affirmation as is hereby direaed.

NO IV. Provided a.yß3, That no perfons <hall be deemed Quakers
within the intention of this ad, unlefs they fhall affirn in the

firz &ï ne ~form before direâed, that they are of the profeffion of the people
c r. called Quakers, and have been fo for one year then lait panf.


