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CAP. IIL.

AN Acr to amend an A& pafled in the firft year of. His prefent Majefly's:
Reign, intituled,  An A& for the fummary Trial of certain Small
s« Caulfes, in the. Country Parifhes in this Province.”

. (18th February, 1822.)
WHEREAS it is neceffary to amend an A& paffed in the firft year of His Ma..
jefty's Reign, Chapter fecond, intituled, *¢ An A& for the fummary Trial
of certain Small Caufes, in the Country Parifhes of this Province; Be it therefore:
enaéted by the King's Moft Excellent Majelty, By and with the advice and confent
of the Legiflative Council and Affembly of the Province of Lower-Canada, confti-
tuted and affembled by virtue of and under the authority of an A& paffed in the
Parliament of Great Britain, intituled, ¢ An Aét to repeal certain parts of an A&, -
« pafled in the fourteenth year of His Majefly’s Reign, imitaled,  An A& for mak-
« ing more effectual provifion for the Government of the Province of Quebec, in North
© America ;” and to make further provifion for the Government of the faid Pro-
“ yince ;” And it is hereby enafted by the authority of the fame, that the firft Sece
tion of the faid A&, pafled in the firft year of His Majefty’s reign, intituled, An
é Act for the fummary Trial of certain Small Caufes, in the Uountry Parithss of
« this Province,” {hizil be and the fame is hereby repealed ; and that inftead thereof
it be ena&ed, and it is hereby cnafted by the authority aforefaid, that fuch Com:
miflioners as may have been or as fhall hereafter be appointed, in_virtue of the faid
A&, pafled in the firft year of His Majefty’s reign, in any of the Pariflies or Town-
fhips in this Province, may take cognizance of fuch Caufes as are herein-after fpe.
cified, arifing in the Parifh or Townihip in which fuch Commiflioner or Commif
fioners may refide, (the Counties of Quebec and Moatreal, and the Town and
Parifh of Three-Rivers, excepted) and for that purpofe, it fhall and may be lawfal,
to and for fuch Commiffioner or Commiffioners, upon requett or application to them
or any of them made, to grant and iffueor caufe to be granted or iffaed, a Summons
or Summonfes, to one or more Perfon or Perfons, as the cale may require, which
Summouns fhall be in the form prefcribed in the faid A&, herein above recited,
and fhall not be returnable in lefs than two intermediate days, in cafes where the
Defendant or Defendants fhall refide within two leagues diftance from the refidence
of the Commiffioner or Commiffioners before whom he or they may be fammoned ;
allowing one day more between the fervice and return of every fuch Summons for
every
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every five fcagues diftance over and above the faid two leagues, at which the Defen-
dantor Defendants may refide from the place wherefuch Commiflioner or Commiffion-
ers may hold his or their Coutt, as herein-after provided ; and'to hear, try and deter-
mine in a {ummary menner; agreeable to Lawgsand the evidence before them, all caules
and complaints which fhall be brought before him or them and arifing withio the
Parith or Townithip as .aforefaid, in which fach Commiffionier or Commilflioners
may refidé, coucerning the recovery of debts, not exceeding in amourit the fum
of four pounds, three fhillings and four pence, current maney of thiis Province, of
the following nature, thatis to fay : for goods, cattle or other moveables fold and
delivered, work and labour done, money lent and advanced, money paid, laid out or
expended, to or for the ule of any perfon or perfons, and for rent _ﬁipulate}
2nd agreed upon, either for houfes or othér immovéable property, aind for hire ¢
horfes, cattle or other moveable effets, or on acknowledgement, commonly,
called ard known under the defeription of Bons, or on fuch note or notes of hand
if which the paity of parties.to whomi only fich noté or notes aré payable, fhall
fue the fzaker or makers thereof, but not in cafes in which any party or parties {6
fuing, fhall cliitn as indorfee or otherwife than as aforéfaid. Provided always,
thatin cafe there fhall not be a Commiffiotier appointed or réfident at the Parifh of
Townfhipas aforéfaid ic which the debtor may refide, or in éale fuch Commiffioner
thould bé abfent, thén fu¢h debtor may be fucd bsfore the Commiiffionér who may
refide riedreft 1o the Parifh or Townfhip in the fame County, in whichi the defene
dant or deferdarits may fefide, and in cafe that daring any fait the Commiffioner
fhould be recufed by either of the parties, {uch foit fhall bé immediately tran(mitted
to the Commiffioner of the neareRt Parifh, Townthip or Séigtieutic within the
fame county, and if the recofation be adjudged valid by fuch Commiffioner, hs
fhatl proceed to adjudge and determine the caufe, but on the contrary, if he
adjudyge the recuiation to be frivolous or unfounded, he fhall fend the parties bes
fore the tecofed Commiffiorer, in order that he do proceed as if fuch recufation had
rot been propofed,

11. And be it farther enadted by the authority aforefaid, that this AG and the
above:mentioned A& pafled in the firft yedr of His Majefly’s Reign, intitaled,
¢ An A@ for the fummary trial of certain fmall caufes in the Countfy Parifhies it
« this Provitice,” fhall be extended (o, and be in force in fuch Stigheuries in this
Provitice, as may not be comptehendéd inor maké patt of any Parify of Towtifhip
in the faid Province.

HT.
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11I: And be it declared and further enaQed by the authority aforefaid, that in
o Only one cltk apy one Parifh, Townthip or Seigneurie as aferefaid, no -more than one Clerk or
Vorallowed.  perfon doing the duty of Clesk, under and inwvirtue of the above recited A&,
fhall be employed or in any Way a& as fuch Clerk, although two or more Com-
Mamner fn which i figners may have ‘been or may hereafter be appointed in {ach Parith; Townthip
appoioted. or Seigneurie as aforefaid in virtue of thefaid A& ; and that the perfon firft ape
pointed to be or a& as fuch Clerk, fhall be and a& as fuch Clerk, tothe exclufion
of all others fubfequently appointed as fuch, in the fame Parith, Townfhip or
Seigneurie, and when it may hereafter be neceflary to appoint a Cletk or perfon
to ak as fuch, under the faid Aét, the appointment fhail be vefted in a majority of
the Commifioners, where there are more than two ‘Commiflioners in the fame
Parith, Towntfhip or Scigneurie as aforefaid, and when there are no more
than two Commiffioners in fuch Parifh, Townfhip or Seigneurie as aforefaid,
then the appointment of fuch Cle:k or perfon to aft as fuch, thall be vefted
in the Commiffioner whole appointment fhall have been oldeft or firft in
date. Provided always, that asy Clerk or Cleiks, or perfon or perfons ale
Cleskremoveatle ing as fuch, that may have been or that may hereafter be appointed, under and
ofeGovemor. i virtue of this and of the above recited A&, fhall and may be removeable from
' his office, by the Commiffioner by whom he may have been appointed, or by the
Commiffioners -of the fame Parifh, Townthip or Seigoeuric as aforefaid, or a
majority of them, fuch removal being fanioned by the Governor,. Licutenant-
Governor or perfon adminiftering the Government of the Province for the time
being, and another Cterk or perfon to a&t as fuch appointed in his ftead, as by this

and the above recited Aft it is provided. ,

20 e Court IV. Provided always, and be it declared and further enafted by the authority
in each Parish, aforefaid, that no more thzn one Court fhall be held in any Parith, Townthip or
' Seigneurie in this Piovince, under and in virtue of the faid A&, although twé or
more Commiflioners may ‘have been appointed for the {ame Parifth, Townfhip or
Seigncurie, it being neverthelels competent for all the Commiffioners appointed
under and in virtue of the faid A& in the fame Parith, Townfhip or Seigneurie, to
‘be prefent and to afilk at fuch Court, if need be, or if they fo think fit, and the
place where the Court fhall be held.in fuch Parifh, Townfhip or Seigneurie, thall
be fixed by the majority of the Commiffioners, where there are more than two
Commiffioness in the fame Parith, Townfhip or Seigueurie, and when there are no
more than two Commi{fioners in the fame Parith, Townihip or Seigneurie, then the
Senior Commiffioner fhall fix the place where fuch Court fhall be held; and in
every Writ of Summons, to iffue under the faid A&, the place where the Court

is to be held, fhall be mentioned in the Writ.
V.
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V. Provided always, and it is declared and ena&led by the authority aforefaid,
that nothing herein-contained fhall be conftrued in any manner, to derogate from

- . the rights of the Crown, to ere&, conflitute and. appoint Courts of Civil or Crimi.

Pablie Acte

Freambles

‘nal Jorifdition within this Province, and to appoint from time totime, the Judges
and officers thereof, as His Majefty, his Heirs or Succeffors fhall think neceflary
or.proper forthe circumftances of this Province or to derogate from any other right
ar prerogative of the Crown whatfoever. :

V1. Acd be it further ena&ed by the authority aforefaid, that this A& fhall-
continue and be in force until the firft day of May, oune thoufand eight hundred
and tweaty-three, and no longer.

CAP. I_V.

AN AcT to amend certain parts of an A&, pafled in the forty-feventh
year of the Reign of His late Majefty, intituled, “ An A& to provide
¢ Returning Ofheers, for the Elettion of Knights, Citizens and Bur.
¢ gefles, to ferve in the Houfe of Aflembly, and to regulate Eleétions
¢ to be held for that purpofe,” and more effectually to prevent illegal

rallices in the EleGtion of Members to ferve in the faid Aflembly; and
r farther fecuring the freedom of {uch Elections: o

(18th February, 18%2.)
WHEREAS the provifions of an A& pafled in the forty-{eventh year of the

Reign of His Majefty George the Third, intituled, ** An A& to provide
¢ Retarning Officers for tire EleGtion of Knights, Citizens and Bargefles to ferve

& in the Houfe of Afembly, and to regulate Eleétions to be held for that parpofe,”

have not been found fufficient to preventillegal and corrupt praices in the Elete
tion of Members to ferve in the Aflembly of this Province, and to fecare the freedom
of fuch Ele&ions; for remedy therefore, of fo great an evil, and to the end that all
Ele&ions of Members to ferve in the faid Affembly may hereafter be fréely and
indifferently made, Be it ena&led by the King’s Moft Excellent Majefty, by and
with the advice and confer:t cf the Legiflative Council and Affembly of the Province
of Lower-Canada, conftituted and aifembled by virtue of and ander the authority
of an A& pafied in the Parliament of Great-Britain, intituled, “An A& to repeal cér~
‘ tain parts of an A& paffed in the fourteenth year of His Majefty’s reign, intituled,
“ An A& for making more effelinal provision for the Government of the Province of
¢ Quebec in North dAmericay” and to make further provifion for the Govérnment of

s she



