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An Act'to fecure the Inhabitarts of the Tnferior Diftriét of Galpé in the
pofleflion and enjoyment of their Lands: - o :

S ek apilatig)
- MOST GRACIOUS SOVEREIGN, T

THEREAS His Grace the Governor in Chief hath, by His Meflage ‘to both

V'V ‘Houfes of the Provincial Parliament, been graciouily pleafed to recommend
to their attention the general ftate of the Inferior Diftri€t of Gafpé,-with a view'lo
fecure the Inhabitanits of the faid Diltri€t in the poffeffion and enjoyment of their
Lands, which in the moft inftances have, from a wildernef?, been cleared and improv-
-ed to an advanced ftate of Agriculture, and whereas it is expedient 10 fecure'fuch
perfons in.‘the poffeMfion and enjoymint of their Lands in the faid* Inferior Diftiick
of Gafpé as have in good faith cleared and improved the fame. . May it therefore
plcafe Your Majefly that it may be enafted, and be:it- enaéted by rhe King’s Moft
Excellent Majelly, by and with the advice end confent of the Legillative Council
and Affembly of the Province of Lower-Canada, ‘conftituted and affembled “by
virtue of and under the authority of an"A& pafled in -the Parliament -of Great Biie
tain;‘intituled, ¢¢ An ‘A& 1o répeal certain parts of an AQ& pafled in the fourtzenth
14 year of His Majefty’s Reign, ‘intitalcd, -*“ An AL for making more effectual provie
“ flon for the Government of the Province of Quebec in North: America, and to mhake
“ further provifion for the Government of the faid Province,” And it is hereby cnact.
Govemor em- ed by the authority ‘of'!’he {ame, that it fhall and may be lawful 10 and for the Go-
i Commie’ vernor,” Licutenant Governor; or perfon admimiftéring the Government of the Pro-
T mem™ - vinice for the time being, at any time duribg the fpace of thiee.years from the-pafl-
ing of this A&, te iffue foch and {o mapy: Commifions under the Great Seal-of ithis
Province as he fhall think -proper, 10 nominate three: or more ‘pevions toibe Gom-
miffioners, one of whom {hall be Prefident of each of the faid Commiflions ; which
{aid Commiflioners fhall have power and authonty to hear and determine all ap-
plications that fhall or may be made to them by perfons holding or elaiming to hold
Lands as aforelaid for Grants thereof under the Great Szal of this Province, in like
manner as the fame 'might be heard and' determined by His Majefty’s Executive

Preamble,

ereirring 11, .And be it further enatted by the authority aforefaid, that' it {hall-and may be
gore the Cominis- 1awful to and for the perfons’ {o holding or claiming to hold: as.aforefaid,.to.come
e, vnae: before 1he faid. Commidfioners, etther in perfon or by their agents, and to produce
el heness ¢ the laid Commiffionersithe feverai Documents, Vouchers aod other evidenceson
““2?:;3.‘{:;.','5‘1;*(,"?,5 which they leverally found th#ir fard claims, and the faid Commffioners or any iwo
to hear awt ge-

oo sueh * of them, one of whomi fhall be the Prefident, fhall proceed to hear, decide and report
@t inns . . ' . . ! lhe'eon
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thereon in manner ‘hereineafter mentioned, and: fhill for that purpofe have-full
power and avihority to adminifter {uch oaths'and alfo, by Warrant under their
‘hands or the hand of one of them, to compel the attendance of all fuch peifons and
~ alfo the production of all fich Bocks, papers.and other evidences as they 'ip their

difcretion fhall think neceffary or proper,

o Geineovem 111 And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, that in hearing and de-

i justive . ciding all fuch claims, whether the fame be between fubject and fubject; or bétween

&fthecasen " the {ubject and'the Crown, the faid Commiffioners fhall be guided by the real juftice
.and guod confcience of the cale, without regard to legal forms and folemnities, and
fhall dire& them{clves by the beft evidence that they-can procure or that is laid be-
fore them, whether the fame befuch evidence as the Law would require in other
.cales ornot, and in cafe they or the major part of them fhall ‘be fatisfied that the
perfon or perfons- fo'holding or claimingto hold the- faid lands  as aforefaid; is, or
are entitled in equity and good confcience to hold or ‘have'the faid Lands, they.
the faid Commiffioners, thall'report.the fame:in the-manner ‘herein-afier provided, .-

govrortone: TV, And ‘be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, that from and fa‘f:}e;:'t.il.e:v
15 Proclamation paffing-of this Act, it fhall and may be lawful for the Governor, Lieutenant Govers

-ghat all person : . . . 3 S X . B . J—-
preseat thele nor-or perfon adminiftering the Government of this Province, for the - time bring, to

Zommwsionsn, potify and require by, Proclamation, all perfons holding or claiming to hold. Lands
* in the faid Inferior Diftrict of Galpé, to prefent.their claims thereto b fore the Coms
miflioners who fhall have been fo as aforefaid appointed in virtue of this Act, within
fifteen monthsnext after the date of fuch Proclamation; at fuch place or places as

may Oe in the faid Proclamation fpecified, 10 the end that fuch claims may be heard

.and determined ; of which Proclamation a printed copy fhall immediately after

the iffuing thereof, be tranfmitted to each.and every Minifter, Miffionary or perfon
.exercifing clerical functions, Juflice of the Peace, Militia and, Peace Officer refiding
within the faid Tafirior Diftrict of Gafpé, who are hareby. required and enjoined-

to publifh or caufe the fame to be publifh:d in the .moft public places neateft:their
xefidences, refpectively. ' . S T

lnen caim V', And ‘be. it further enacted by the authority aforefsid, that when any claim or
‘et Commimion- claims are fyled or lodged with the faid Commuffioners, they thali caufe Pablicnos:
of wesame. " gice 10.be given, by at leaft three Advertifementsy durin: three months in the Quebec.
.Gazette, that fuch claim -or claims has or have been fyled, with:a defeription, ofithe

land or lands claimmed and the Townfhip or place in which the fame are fityated,

and requiring all and every perfon and perfons having any pretenfions to the lands

fo advertized, to prefent their claims or pretenfions thereto in.the coutle.of -two

anonths thereafter, and that in default shereof, all claims and pretenfions,to.fuch land-

.ot lands will be barred and extinguithed, except the claims.and pretenfions then .fy;l&»

: . ' ed
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ed, and if within two months after fuch notification, no other claim or pretenfion
is fyled b foie the [zid Commiffioners in oppofition to the claim {0 as afor=laid nos
tified, the fame thall, by the faidd Commnitlioners, on receiving fatisfactory proot of the
poflcflion and oceupation of {:ich Land or Landsfo claimed as by this Act is pro-
vided, be adjudged to be good and valid to all intents and purpofles, and the Land
or-Lands fo as aforefaid claimed, fhall be held and confidlered as the propeny of
such claimant or claimants,  Psovided always, that the expenfe of {uch notification
as aforefaid (hail, if 1equired, be paid in advance, or afum to be depolited with the:
Secrctary of the fi.id Commiflioners fuflicient to deltay the probable expenle of
fuch notitication in the faid Gazette, and in cale any oppofition o fuch ciaim orf
clanmn: fhell be fyled, the faid Commuffioners fhail, as {peedily as circumiftances will-
permir, receive and recerd all fuch written and verbal evidence as the parties are.
able 1o produce in lupport of theirrefpective claims, and {hail decide in favor of ihe
party whaole claim or claims fhall be found belt [uppurted by the evidence adduced..

VI. And be it further enaéted by the authority aforeflaid, that when any perfon
claiming Landor Lands in the [aid Iuferior Diftri of Gafpé, or perfon oppoling
fuch claim or claims, fhall be defirous of being heard, either in perfon or by Attorney,
by the faid Commiffioners with refpe to [nch claim or claims, or oppofiton thereto,
the faid Commiflioners thall fix a day for hearing the fame, and on the day ap-
pointed,fuch parties fhall be heard, either in perfon or by Attorney, by the{aid Com-
miflioners, the party applying for fuch hearing having previoufly given dae notice’
to thc;adverl'c party of the day and place when they are to be heard, as above-mcne’
tioned, '

VII. Provided always, and be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, that
ten years peaceable and uninterrupted pofleflion and occupation of any Land or Lands
by any perfon or perlons, or by their auteur or autesrs,in the {aid Inférior Diftrict
of Galpé, with a written- title, although the {ame may not have been n.ade and
cxecuted in due and legal form, and alihough fuch pofleflion may bave heen
di‘puted, without an Action having been aétvally inflitated at Law ‘to difpoflefs
fuch pofleffor and occupier, or twenty yeais peaceable and uminterrupted polfef-
fion as aforefaid of fuch Land or Lands, without any other title or utles whatfo-
ever, fhall by the Commiflioners who thall be appointed in virtue ‘of this Act, be
taken ani confidered as fufficient to entitle all and every the pol:ffors and occu-
piers of fuch land or lands as aforefaid refpectively to have, hold, pofl: [s and enjoy
the fame as owaers and proprietors thercof, any Law, ulage or cultom ia any wile.
to the contrary notwithftanding. Provided always, that nothisg 1n this Act con-
tained, fhall extend or be conftrued to extend to prejudice any perfon or perfons

aganit
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againft whom, by the Laws of this; qu_vibge; prefcription may not legally be. fet up .
and pleaded. : ' .
Comrwner  VIII, Provided always, and be it further enafted by the authgri_ty aforefaid, that

to direct s Regis. * : ! " k
wr s dupiei it fhall be the duty of the perfons who fhall be appointed Commiflioners as afore-
of thesamt-  (4id, to caufe a Regifier and Duplicate of the fame to be kept by {uch perfon as the

Governor, | ievtenant-Governor, or perfon adminiftering the Government of the

pemorntotage P10V RCE for the time being, fhail appoint as Regiftrar to the {aid Commiffion:rs, to

=

st e which Regifter ull and every perfon and perfons fhall, as often as they may require,

anihie Weriter ha- € accels, without paying any fee or reward whatever, which Regifterand dupli=

wonasdedwies cate fhail, {o {oon as the duties of the faid Commiffioners, in purluance of this Act,

siocers preaan fhall be ¢ rminated, be depofiied in the office of His Majelty’s Executive Coancil

sied in fheofice for this Province, and all and every perion and perfons fhall and may, as often as

Exceuthe Coun- they may fo require, have :cccfs to the fame, and may take copies and extracts there-
fiom-upon paying the fum of one fhilling, currency, to the Clerk of the faid Execu=
tive Council, and at the rate of fix pence, currency, for evety hundred words, for
every copy of fuch extract or copy which they may officially centify,

-

- IX. And be it further enacted by the authority afarefaid, that the'fa:i_d.Commif-
e toner {ioners fhall, fiom time to time, tran{mit to the Clerk of.the Executive Gouncil of this

From time 10 time

ol inde Province, a 'report of all fuch claims as they fhall have examined and: decided, .

clerk of the Lxga

s ‘otthe * and the perfon or perfons.in whofe favor they fhall have.reported, fhall be confiders

report OF the

} 4 . . . - .
i i e ed asentitled to have a grant or grants, under the Gyeat Seal of the Province, of the

fhat Jersons may lands in refpect of which fuch report {hall be made, and: the tame fhall iflue to; fuch,
ot their | perfon or perfons, or to his or their heir or, heirs, affignee or allignees accordingly.

Persons ageries X. And be it further enacted by the aqthovitx afgr_efaid, that when any perfor or
oty the Vo perfons may be aggrieved by any proceeding or decifion of- the faid Gommiffoners,
appeat, - -7 ejt fhail be Jawful for the perfon or perfons aggrieved, to appeal therefrom by Peution

o to the Exccutive Council of this Province, .and: the faid-Commiflioners or any two:

of them, or the Piefident of the faid Commiffioners fhall, upon due fervice upon-
them or him, of an otder by any three Members of the. faid Exccutive Council, re<’
tuin urder their or his hands or hand and Seal, a tiue and-exalt copy of all fich
documents and -proccedings relative to the decifion complained of; as may have been
produced and offered to them the faid Commiffioners, which decifion or decifions-
the faid Executive Council or any five of them, are hereby authorizéd and emp'o'w-'-
ered to revife and correl in cale of error, as to law and -equity 1t thull feem expedis
ent. Piovided always, that np fuch appeal{hall be aliowed, unlefs the appellanc fhallé
give notice to the faid Commiffioners, within twelve Calendar months after their deci--
Noaprent o fiom, of his intention 10 appeal therefrom, and fhall alfo, at the famenme, give fecus

Yowed Bhlies .
within: ‘_Wﬂi\l.lq!\l [liy
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rity to the fatisfaltion of the faid Commiffioners, in a fum not excceding thirty

pounds, carrencv, that he wiil profecut: his apoeal with «fF-ct, or in d frialt th-recf;

will pay fuch cofts to the perfon or pedfons in whofe favor {uch report fhalthave been

made, as the faid Council in its difcreuon, fhall award,

X 1. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, .that.the vowers given.

to the Commffioners who fhall be named in virtoe of tnis Act, fha'l, at the ¢ Xpira=
tion of three years,afierthe date of their nomination and appointment, ‘wholly ceafe
and determice, o

XII. And'be it further enacted by the authority aferefaid, that aVl Flypothéques

" and Judgments which wonld have bound the laid Lands, or any vart o.f them, in.

cale Grants thereot had been given under the Great Seal of the \Province, before
fu.ch Hyporkiéyues or J.dgménts were made or given, fhall have the lame force and

effect, wuh icfpect 1o fuch Lands, as if the fame had been granted as aforefaid,

previovs 1o the dates of fuch Hypothéques or

Judgments as aforcfaid, any Law 0
the coutrary -in any wile nowwithtanding. : : ' Co

X1, And be it furrher'_ér-)ac.t_ed.by.x.h.ﬂ. aul‘h(.)rity aforefaid, th-t it fhall a-nd‘m_ay:

be L.wful for the Governor, Lieutenant Governor, or perfon adminiftering the
Govemnment of the Province, for the time being, out of any -of the -unappropriated
monies which now aie,.or which h:reafter thail come 1nto the Hands of -he Recei-
ver General, 10 advance for the purpofes of this

fand pounds, curient inoney of this Province,

X1V. And beit further enacted by she anthority aforelaid, that the due applica:

ticn «f the monies which may be paid and advancedia purfudnce of this A&, fhall
be accounted for to His Majefty, His Hewrs and Siacceflors, “through the Lords

‘Comm; ffioners of Ths Maxfly’s Treafury for ‘the rime beit:g, in fuch manner and

form as His Majefly, His Heirs and Succeflors thall direct.

XV, And be it further enafied by 1he anthority aforefaid, that during the contie
nuarice of this Act, the faid Commiffioners fhall m:ke report to the Governor, Lieus

tenant Governor, or Perfon adminiftering the Governnent of this Provine:, for the -

i:me bemng, and to borh Houfes of th: Provincial Pariiament,  in the firlt fifteen
days of cach Seflion, containing an abftra of theirfproceedings during the {ore-gos
irg year, the names of the Persons who fhall have made claims, the fituation and’
exient of the Lands clamed, and the nzmes of the perfons in whofe favor they fhall
have reported, with what other remarks they may think proper,

XVvi

Aé, a fum not excee ling two thous:

-,

C. 3. Anno Quinquagefimo Nono Georgii 111, A} D. 1319



268

Saving of His
. Majesty’s rights.

C. 3-4. Anno Quinquagefimo Nono Geo:rgii I1L AD 18 gg |

XVI. And be it further enaled by theaunthority aforefaid,  that r'lo'thi'ng?'iﬁ t!ﬁ'i}
Act contained fhall be conftrued, in any manner or way, to affect the righis of His
Majefty, his Heirs and Succeflorsy or of any perfon or perfons, bedy or bodies

_politic or corporate, {uch only excepted as are mentioned in this Act.

. Public Acts
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XVII, And be it further enafted: by the authority aforefaid, that this Act fhall
be deemed and confidered as a pubhic Acr, and-as fuch fhall judicialiy be taken.nge
tice ot by all Jndges, Juftices of the Peace and oihers whom it may coacern, with.
out being [pecially -pleaded. :

CAP 1V,

An A& to impole duties on divers articles therein.mentioned, and to regu-

late, for a himited time, the Trade with the United-States of America, .
by Land or by [nland Navigation, and to fufpend -certain Aéts and
Ordinances therein-mentioned. '
®  (24th April, 1819.).

MOST GRACIOUS SOVEREIGN,

'WHEREAS it is expedient to regulate the Trade between this Province and,

the United-States of America, by landand by inland: Navigation, for a limited.
time, and to impofe a duty ou cestain articles of the manufacture and product of
the faid United. Stztes, the importation whereof it is expedient to allow : We, there.
fore, Your Majefty’s moft duuifal and loyal fubjetts, the Reprefentatives of your -
people of the Province of Lower-Canada, in Piovincial ‘Parhiament affembled; do
humbly beleech Your Majelty. that it ‘may be enaled, and be it enacted ‘by the
King's Moft Excellent Majefty, by and with the advice and confent of the [ie.grﬂil-
tive Council and Aflembly of the Province of Lower-Canada, .conftituted and af-
fembicd by virtue ofy.and under the avthority of an- A&t paflvd in the Parliament of
Great Britain, intituled, ¢ An Al to repeal certain parts of an A& palled in the
¢ fourteenth ycar of ‘His Majefty’s reign, inutuled, “ An A8 for ;nakirzg more
L e_ﬁcctu'alprov{ﬁonfor the Government-of the Province of Quebec, in Novth- America,”
¢ and to make.furiher provifion for the Government of the faid Province ;” And
it is hereby enafted by the authority of the [ame, that ail good:, wares and mers
chandife.of the growth, manufacture ‘or product of this Province, or of any . other’
the dominions of Great Britain, and fuch as may be 'lawfully.imported into this:
Proviiice by fea, and ail things, whereof the exporation is not by any Law’ in
force, -or by this A& proh:bited, .may freely, for the purpofes.of commerce, be. car-
ried and exported free and exempt from ail Duties whatfoever, from and out of this:
Province into the United-Siates of Ametica, as well by His Majefty’s Subjects as

by



