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‘Preamble.

Touis M. Viger,
Fequire, authorised
o build a Toll bridge
over the river Dee
Prairiese

C AP XXXVL |

AN Act to authorife Louis Michel Viger, Efquire, to ere€ a Toll-Bridge
over the Rivgr Des Prairies. -

(23 March, 1817.)

‘_ N THEREAS the erefion of a fafe and convenient Bridge over the River Des
Prairies, which feparates the Ifland of Montreal from Ifle Jefus, in the.
‘County of Effingham, in the Parith of Saint Vincent de Paul, would be advanta-
geous for the intercour{e of the inhabitants of the neighbouring Parifhies and of the
public in general and moft advantageous to the commerce and to the fapply of
the Town of Montreal ; And whereas Louts Mickel Viger, of the City of Montreal,
Efquire, hath by his petition to that effc&, praycd for leave to ere a Toli-Bridge,
at hisown expence, over the faid River Des Prairies, from the Ifland of Montreal,
in the Parifh of La Vifitation du Sault au Recolet to Ifl: Jefus, in the Porith of Saint
Vinceat de -Paul, the faid Bridge to be ere€ted in the faid Parifh of Sault au -
Recolet, below the Church and near the Mills-of the Seigneurs of Moatreal Ifland,
whereby there will be at all times-a fafe and commodious intercourfe between the
fland of Montreal and the Ifle Jefus; be it therefore ena&ed. by the King’s Moft .
Excellent Majefty, by and with the advice and confent of the Legiflative Coancil :-
and Affembly of the Province of Lower-Canada, coaftituted and aflembled by virtue

of, and under the authority of aa A& pafled in the Parliament of Great-Britain,

intituled, “ An AE to repeal certain parts of an A& pafled in th: fourteenth year
¢ of His Majefty’s Reign,iatituled. 4 An A8 for making more effectual provifion for the -
¢« Government -of the Provinge.of Quebec; in North-America ;. and 0 make-f.rther -
«¢ provifion for the Government of the faid Province ;”” And it'is hereby enadted by
the authority of the fame,thatit fhalland may be lawfal for the faid Louis MichelViger,
and heis hereby authorifed to erect and bu:ld a good and fubfantial B:idge, at his
own cofts and charges, over the faid River Des Prairies, from the Ifland of Mone

" trzal in the faid Parith of La Vifitation du Sault au. Recolet to1flé Jelus, in the

Parifh of Saint Vincert de Paul, at fuch’ place or places as:the.faid “Fouis Michel
Viger fhall  find. moft {uitable and beft adapted to this objefl, near the:Mills . of the
Seigneurs of Montreallsland, below the Church of the faid Parifhof La Vifitation da.---
Saultau Recolet, and to ereét and build oneor {everal Toll. Houfes, and one or feveral
Turnpikes with other dependencies upon or near the faid Bridgs, and allo, to do, per.

‘form and execute all other matters and things requifite, neceflary, ufeful and con-

venient for ere&ing, building, maintaining and vpholdiog the {aid intended Biidge,
Toil-Houfes, Turnpikes and dependencies, fo intended to be made agreezbly 10
the tenor and meaning of this A& ; and further, in order to enable the faid Louis
Michel Viger to build, ere, faupport and maintain the faid Bridge; he the fuid

Louis
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Louis Muchel Viger, his heirs, executors, curators and affigns, fhali have full power
and authority, from time to time, to.take and ufe the -land, on cither fide of the faid
river, and alfo the iflands fituated near the faid Bridge, and. there to work or
caafe the materials and other things neceffary for the ereting, buildiog or repairing
the faid Bridge, to be wrought: and in confequence the faid Louis Mickel Viger,
his heirs, executors, curators or affigns, or the perfons by him or them employed,
fhall caufe.as little damage as poffible, and fhall make a juft.and reafonable com-
penfation to the refpeélive proprietors or occupiers of all fuch lands, as may, be charg~
ed, damzged or made ufe of, for the purpofe of erefting the faid Bridge; and in
cafe of difference or difpute about the amount of fuch compenfation, the fame fhall
be fixed by His Majefty’s Court of King’s Bench for the D:ftri& of Montreal, aftera

. previous furvey and eftimation of fuch places thail have been made by Experss, (o be

While the seaf-
folding. is fixing for
th:e crection of the
Bridge no Rafts nor
Crib$ 10 pass the
SNt

1)

3 Pré!:'ions notice to
be Fkiven, of such
buildiog.

And gorcaffolding to
be placed before the
1st of Augnst of the,
yeAr I which the
ridge iserected.

An epeniug to be
Left between the Pile
Jars of the Bridge,
fer floating Gown the
Rafts.

Provise,

named by the parties, refpe&ively, and in default of fuch nomination, by them oreither
of them, then by the faid Court in manner and form preferibed by Law, for the
nomination of Experts in Civil Caufes, and the faid Court is hereby authorifed
to hear, fettle and finally determine the amount of fuch compenfation, .accordingly..

I1. ‘And be itfurther enatled by the authority aforefaid, .that while the faid Louis
Michel Viger,hus heirs and affignsthallbe occupiedineflablifhing or fixing the {caffold-
ingneceflary for the ere&ion of the [aid Bridge or for the repairing thereof, no pérfon
or perfons.fhall convey down or caufeto be conduéted or conveyed down,any rafts or
cribs upon the faid River, at the place where the faid Bridge is to be built, Provided
that the faid Louts Michel Viger, his heirs and affigns have given at leaft fix weeks
previous notice in one of the New(papers of the City of Montrea, at the time when
they intend to eftablith or place the faid {caffo!ding for the ere&ion or repairing of
the faid Bridge. Provided aifo, that the faid fcaffolding thall not be placed before
the fift day of Auguft, inthe year in which the faid Bridge fhall be creéled or re-
paired. o . o

111. And be it further enaéted by the authoriiy aforefaid, that in ereling the faid
Bridge, there fhall beleft an opening between the piilars thereof cf at leaft eighty feet
in width, at the deepeft part of the River, and where the rafts are ordinarily float~
ing down, fo that the faid rafts floating down the fame may meet with no ob-
firu&tion, and it fhall be the duty of the proprietors or conduttors of ¢very fuch raft
to give two hours previcus notice to the Toll Gatherer or perfon havisg charge of
the {aid Bridge, of his or their intention to pafs through the fame with iuch raft.—
Provided always, thatnomore than two cribs fhall pafs at the fame time, and all dam-
age caufed by any fuch raft as may come againft the faid Bridge without fuch- notice
as aforefaid having been given, or containing more than two.cribs, and further, the

. damages cavfed to the faid Bridge, by the fault and negligence of the conduétors

of the faid rafts thall be made good by the proprietor. or condutors of {uch rafis to
' ' " ths
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she faid Louis Mickel ¥iger, his heirs, executors, cﬁr;ato.n of.-aﬂigns, and fhall be
recoverable by {uit at Law in any Court of Record, taking cognizance of caufes to
the like amount. , , .

pormavorerortit . JV. And whereas it may be neceffary for the purpofe of effe&ing a communjcas

ictotyonreni - tion with the faid Bridge, to change the dire€tion of the King's highway in the vicinity
e direetion of tie. thereof, Or to open a new highway or highways, be it further ena@ed by the authority
s aforefaid, that it fhall be lawful for the Grand-Voyer of the Diftri of Montreal, ar
his Deputy, to {end an order to the Surveyor of highways, in every Parifh, through
which the faid King's highway or highways may pals, to be by him read and pube.
lifhed in the ufual manner at the Church door of every fuch Parifh ; in which order,
the faid Grand-Voyer or hjs Deputy fhall require all perfons interefted in the faid
King’s highway or highways, to meet on the day and at the hosrand place which
be fhall fix, to give fuch information ‘as they may judge neccfary or proper, and
after fuch meeting, the faid Grand.Voyer or his Dzputy, fhall go upon the {pot to
change the direétion of fuch part or parts of the faid King's highway or highways,
bye 102d or bye roads, and to upen fuch cther highways or bye roads, as may be
necefary for communicating with the faid Bridge ; and the faid Grand-Voyer ot his
Deputy fhall fix and allot the woik to be performed, and by whom it thail be per-
formed, upon fuch parts of the King’s highway or bye roads, to'be (o as aforefaid
' changed, and uvpon {uch highway or highways, bye road or bye roads, to be égééqd
as aforefaid, of all which he (hall make his procés verbal, to be heard, examined
and determined upon, in due courfe of Law, S T

The mriggr, 8. Ve And beit further eralled by the authority aforefaid, that the faid Bridge,
ey LousMe and the faid Toll-Houfes, Turnpikes and conveniencies to be erefted thereon, or
*dusigustor % pear thereto, and alfo the alcents or approaches to the faid Bridge, and all mate.
rials which fhall be, from time to time, gotten and provided, for ere&ting, building,

m:i\king, }naintainiﬂg and r6p?iringthe fame, fhali bz vcf}ed in the laid Louis Michel

Aftor the expira- V38€Ts his heirs and affigns for ever ¢ Provided, that after the expiration of fift

Yn 23T years, to be accounted from the paffing of this A®, it thall and may be lawfal for
qpoesionathe His Majefty, ‘his Heirs 'and Succeffors, to aflume the pofleffion and property of
b LounMionl Vi- the faid Bridge, Toll-Honfes, Turnpikes and conveniencies, and the afcents and the
Ructhervot approaches thereto, upon paying to the faid Louis Mickel Viger, his heirs, executors,
curators or affigns, the full'and entire value which the fame may, at the time of

o hen e Brite ‘t;“h aﬁ};g:ptio‘ln, bear and be worth: And when and fofoon as the faid Bndge thall
ageotirasences. e cre€ted and built, and made fit and proper for the paffage of Travellers, Cattle
Vel o and Carriages, and that the (ame fhall* be certified by any two or more JuRtices of
P e% Peace, for the Diftri&t of ‘Montreal, after examination thereof, by (hree experss, to
be appointed and fworn' by the faid Juflices, and be advertiled in the Quebec and

o SH R " NMoaudal
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Montreal Gazettes, it fhall be lawful for the [aid Louis Michel Viger, his heirs,
executors, curators and affigns, from time to time, and at all times, to afk, demand,
receive, recover and take to and for their own proper ufe and behoof, for portage,asor
in the name of aToll or duty,befcre any palfage over the faid intended Bridge fhall be

The Tobe. permitted, thefeveral fums following, thatis to fay: for every Coach or other four-
wheeled Carriage, loaded or un'oaded, with the Driver and four Perfons, or lefs;
drawn by two or more Horfes, or other Beafts of draught, two fhillings and fix-pence,
currency ; for every Chaife, Calath, Chair with two wheels, or Cariole, or other
fuch Carriage, loaded or unloaded, with the Driver and two Perlons or lefs, drawn
by two Horfes or other Beafts of draught, one fhilling and eight pence,currency; or
by one Horle, or other Beaft of draught, one fhilling and four pence, currency ; for
every cart, Sled or other [uch Carriage, loaded or unloaded, drawn by two Horfes,
Ozxen or other Beafts of draught, with the Driver, one fhilling and three pence, cur-
rency ; or drawn by one Horle or other Beaft of draught,one fhilling, currency ; for
every Perlon onfoot, four pence,carrency ; for every Horle, Mare,Geldiag, Mule, ot
other Beaft ofdraught,laden or uniaden,fix-pence,currency ; for every Horfe and his
Rider, feven.pence, half-penny currency ; for every Bull, Ox, Cow and all other
horaed and neat Cattle, each three-peace, currency ; for every Hog, Goat, Sheep,
Calf or Lamb, two-pence, currency..

Eremptiniacer- VI, Provided always and be it further enatted by the authority aforefaid, that no
' Perfon, Horle or Carriage employed in conveying a Mail or Letters under the
authority of His Majefty’s Poft-Office, nor forthe Horles, Carriages, laden or un
laden, and Drivers attending Officers and Soldiers of His Majefly's Forces, or of
the Militia, whilft upon their march or on duty, nor the faid Officers and Soldiers,
or cither of them, nor Carriages and Drivers or Guards conduéling Prifoners of any
LouisMichet Vicer, delcription, shall be chargeable with any Toll or rate whatloever, Provided aifo, that
Sheam = atwanee it fhall and may be lawful for the faid Louis Michel Viger, his. heirs, executors,
e ol curators or afligns to diminifh the faid Tolls, or any of them, and afierwards if he
or they fhall fec fit, again to augment the fame, or any of them, fo as not to exceed
Tanle of rates to in any cafe the rates herein-before authorifed to b: taken, Provided alfo, thatthe
voumicaous place st {aid Louis Mickel Viger,his heirs, execators, curators, or affigns fhail affix or caufe to
@b ToG¥e  pe affixed, in fome confpicuous place, at or near each Toll-Gate, a Table of the
Rates payable for pafling over the faid Bridge; and fo often as {uch rates may be
diminifhed or augmented, he or they fhall caufe fuch alteration to be affixed, in

manner aforefaid.

Tam veted i VII. And be it further enalled by the au;horit}' aforefaid, that the faid Tolls
e M9 Ve fhall be, and the fame are hereby vefted in the (aid” Louis Michel Viger, his heirs and
affigns for evers Provided, that if His Majefty fhall, in the manner herein-before

meptioned,
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Datew s Majes- Mentioned, after the expiration of fifty years, from the paffing of this ‘-A&, affume

Snemacl i the poffeffion and property of the aid Bridges, Toll-houfes, Turnpikes and convenien

Prdoesion of e cies and the afcents;and approaches thereto,then the faid Tolls fhali,from the time of
Biihiver® fuch aflumption, appertain and belong to His Majefly, his heirs and fucceffors, who
fhall fiom thence-forward be fubftituted into the place and ftead of the faid Louds:

Michel Viger, his heirs and affigns, for all and every the purpofes of this A&.

Pesyon perns  VIII, And beit further ena@sd by the authority aforefaid, that if any perfon: (hail
Torpikmimout - forcibly pafs through the faid Turnpike or Turnpikes without paying the Toll or any
Tt ennsct e - part thereof, or fhall interrupt ordiRurb the (aid Louis Michel Viger,his heirs,executors,
i—‘a'%ra':fi"{?:a?.'ﬁ'i’e' curators or affigns, or any petfon or perfons employed by him, or them, for build-
e e ing or repairing the faid Bridge, or for making or repairing the way over the fame,

or any road or avenne leading thereto, every perfon {o offcnding, in each of the

cafes aforefaid, fhall for every fuch offcnce, forfeit a penalty not exceeding twenty

fhiltings, currency. '

Ferries to ceats
g Lackenaye 1. And be it forther enafted by the authority aforefaid; that as foon as the faid
Bridge fhall be paffable and opencd for the wfe of ‘the public, no perfon or per.
NoBriaee, 4c. o fous fhall eret, or caufe to be ereéted, any Bridge or Bridges, or works or ufe any
mies, AP forry, for the carriage of any perfons, cattie or carriages whatloever, for hire, acrofs
the faid River Des Prairies, from the énd of Ifle aux Chats, fituated in the faid River
Des Prairies, above the place commonly called I' 4bord des Ploufs, in-the faid Hland
of Montreal, to the end of 1fle Jefus; and if any perfon or perfons fhall erefta
toll Bridge or Bridges over the faid River Des Prairies within the faid limis,
he or they fhall pay to the faid Louis Michel Viger his heirs, executors, cura-
tors or affigns, treble the Tolls hereby impofed, for the perfons, cattle and
Penaly, carriages, which fhall pafs over ‘fuch Briage or Bridges; andif any perfon
or peifons, fhall, at any time, for ‘hirc or ‘gain, pals or convey any perfon -
or perfons, cattle, or carriages acrofls the faid River Des Prairies, within
the limits aforefaid, fuch offcader or offenders, fhall, for each carriage, perfon,
or animal fo carried acrofs, forfeit and pay a fum not exceeding twenty fhillings,
Lasbiteof ce- oyrrency. Provided, neverthelefs, that the inhabitants of the Parnifh of Saint Lau-

tain Puarishes, =nti-

el o have ferry ey who poffels Jands in the Parifh of Saint Martin, and the inhabitants of the

boats, for their owi 4 h 3 1 !
we, Tor ceoing 4 Parifh of Saint Martin who poffefs lands in the Parith of Saint Laurent, fhall be
‘el deviout-  eptitled to have for their own ufe, and without profit or gain, a ferry-boat, or bozts.

cances, or other water conveyances, for croffing the faid River, at that part of the

craffing, called L’ Abord des Ploufs,
X.
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by o pe- X, And be it further ena@ed by the aathority aforefaid, that ifany perfon
e e agse o fhall malicioufly pull down, burn or deftroy the faid Bridge, or any part thereof,,
Foll-House, the Toll-Houfe or the Toll-Houfes to-be ere@ed by virtue of this A&, every perfon.

fo offending; snd thereof lawfully conviéted, fhall be deemed: guilty of felony.

Louis aichet vie X1, And be it further enaed by the authority aforefaid,. the faid Louis Mickel
fi;mg:i,t:::::m“:::ic: Viger, to entitle himfelf to the benehts and advantages to bim, by this A granted,
e gears: fhall and he is hereby required, to erefl and compleie the faid Bridge, Toll-Houles,
Turnpikes and conveniencies within four years from the day- of the pafling of "this-

A&, and if the fame fhall not be completed within the time laft mentioned, {oas to

afford a convenient and fafe paflage over the faid Bridge, he the faid Louis Michel

Viger, his heirs, executors, carators and affigas, fhall ceale to have any right, title or

clzim, of, in or to the TFeolls. hereby impofed, which fhall, from thence-forward:

belong to His Majefty ; and the faid Louis Michel Viger fhall not by the faid Tolls,

or in any other manner or way, be intitled to any reimburlement of the

expence he may have incurred in and about the building of the faid Bridge; and.

in cafe the faid Bridge, after it {hall have been erefted and completed, thall at any

time become impaflable or unfafe for travellers, cattle or carriages, he the faid Louis.

Michel Viger, his heirs, executors, curators or affigns, {ball and they are hereby re-

quired, within three years from the time at which the faid Bridge fhall by his

Majefty’s Court of General Quarter Seffions of the Peace, in and for the faid Diftrict

of Montreal, be afcertained to be impalfable or unfafe, and notice thereof to him or.

them by the faid Court given, to caufe the fame to be rebuilt or repaired, and made

Fenatyy ifsot com= fafe and commodious for the paffing of Travellers, Cattle and Carriages; and if
Fleted: within the time 1ast mentioned, the faid Bridge be not (o repaired, or rebuilt, as the:
cale may require, then the faid Bridge or fuch part or parts thereof, as fh2il be re-

maining, fhall be and be taken, and confidered to be the property of his Majefty ;.

andafter fuch default to repair or rebuild the faid Bridge, the faid Louis Michel Viger,

his heirs, executors, carators or afligns fhall ceale to have any right, title or Claim,

of, in, to er out of the faid Bridge, or to the remaining parts thereof, and the Tolls.

hereby granted, and his and their rights in the premifes, fhall be whoily and for

Puring the wter- gver determined. Provided always, that before the faid default is incurred and

val tor repairing or

revailung e Brid- during the interval hereby allowed for the repairing or rebuilding of the (aid Bridge,
Venient” fmy-woats it {hall and may be lawful for the faid Lowis Michel Viger, his heirs, executors, cu=
¢o bk provided. . A . .
rators or affigns, and-he and they is and are hereby authorifed and obliged to-provide
proper and: convenient ferry-boats or fcows, batteaux, canoes or other water-convey-.
ances, for the paflage of travellers, cattle and carriages over the faid River, as near to
the fuid Bridge as convericntly may be, and to demand, colle& and receive for the
a-1 to ke tpe paflage of fuch travellers, cattle and carriages in the faid ferry-boats, o fcows, bat-
smexameiel teaux, canoes or other water-conveyances before they refpeQively fhall be permitted.
to pals, thelike Tolls as are hereby authorifed to be taken, for paffing over the faid
Bridge, any thing herein-before contained to the contrary notwithitanding. 1T
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XI1. Andbe it further ena@led by the authority-aforefaid, that the penaltics here-
by irflifled, fhall, upon proof of the offences refpetively before any ons‘or more of:
the Juftices of the Peace for the Difin& of Montreal, cither by c afeffion of the.
offender or by the oath of one or more credible witnefs or witnefles, (which oath-
fuch Juftice is Lereby empowercd ard required to adminifier) be lzvied by diftrefs
and fale of the goeds and chattels of fuch offerder, bty warrant figned by fuch
Je Riceor Juflices, and (he overplus, after fuch peralties ana th- charges of fuch
dift;ef> and fale are dedu&led, fhall be réturned vpon demand to the owazr of fuch
goods and chattels, cne half cf which penalties, refpeciively, when paid or leviedy.
fhall belorg to His Majefly, and the othcr haif to the perfon fuing for the fame,

i

" XITI. And beit furtherenzéled by the authority aforefaid, that this. A& or-any:

thing Lerein contained, fhall not extend or be conftrued to extend, to leflenstake as

way or affe& the rights or privileges of the King’s Majefty, his heirs or.{fucceflors,-or-
any perfon or perfous, bodies politic or corporate, in any of the things herein-b:fore

mentioned,except astothe powers and-avihority hereby given to-the fa1d Louis Miched

Viger, his heirs and affigns, and except to rhe rights which-aze hereby altered-or

extinguithed, but'that His Majefly the King, his heirs and fueceflors, and all and.-
évery perfon or perfons,- bodies- politic or corporate, their heirs and affigns, execux

tors and adminiftrators fhall haveand exercife the fame rights {with the exceptions

aforefaid) as they and each of them had beforethe paffing of this Act, to every effe&

and purpofe what{oever and in as full and:ample a-manner as ifthis'A&t had never.
been paffed. " SRS ' - LI

" XIV. Audbeit farther ena&ed by the authority aforefsid, that the money-to'be--
Ievied by virtue of thns A€, and not herein-before granted to the faid Louis Michel
Viger, his heirs and afigns, and the feveral fines and penaities hereby infl.&ed, fhail
be, and the fame are hereby granted, and referved to His Majefty, his Heirs and Sucs
ceffors, for the public ufes of this Province, and the Government theréof, in manner
herein- before fet forth and contained : ‘and’the due application of fuch moni ‘s fines.

. .. and penalties fhall be accounted for to His Majeity, his'Heirs and Succeflors; in

Public Acts

fich manner and form, as His Majefty, "his Heirs and" Sycceffors' thall dire&;
through the Lords Commiffioners of His Majefty’s Treafury, for the time being, c

.. X-.V-,,' And be it further enaQed by the authbrity'«éforefaidg'-that this A& ﬂlall-'be .
deemed aipublic A&, and fhall b judicially taken notice of; as fuch, by all Judges, .
Juftices and all other'perfons whomfoevery without being fpecially pleaded,” =

CAP. XXXVII.



