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Pariament of Great Britain, intitnled, “ An Act to repeal certain parts of an Act

¢ galivd in the fourternth year of His Majefty’s Reign, intitaled, ¢ An 4ot for mak-,
“ ing more efectual provifisn for the government of the Province of Quetec in North
6 gmerica 3 andto make furth.r Proviflon for the government of the faid Province;’”
And 1t is hereby enacied by the authority of the fame, that any Contrace or agrees
ment which fhall afier the pafling of this Act, and before the twenty-fifih day of
June next, be hone fide made in writing for fupplies of Wheat, Pease, Oats, cr any
other Seed, Corn, or Potatees, in the prefence of a Notary Public, or one 6f His
Meajefty’s Juflices of the Peace, or a Curate of any Parifh, or, a Captain of the Mi-
litia, and one vther cred.bie Witnefs, for any guantity of Szd Corn, not'exceeding
Forty minots of Wheat, aad Thirty minots of orther Bread, Cora, or Griin; nor
Twenty minors ¢f Potators, 10 any one Bayer or Borrowrr, hiz Debt therefore fhall
in all Courss, be deemed and adjudged to be a privileg-d Dedt, with the bes
necfit of preference to the Vender or Leader, b:fore any othzr Creditor, for any dee
mand ot any kind whatfoever, any Law, ufage, or caftom to the conirary notwith.
flanding ; laving neverthzlefs 10 His Majefly, His Heirs and Sacceflu:s, all the
rights of the C.own, wiih its dues and demands, as full and effettually as if this .
Aét had never been made. ;

"C AP 1L

AN ACT for the relief of certain Parifhes in Diflrefs,

(8th March, 1817.)

-~

MOST GRACIOUS SOVEREIGN,

V HEREAS it is expedicnt to provide velief for the fuffering Poor in certain

Parifhss in great diftrefs in the Diftri@ of Quebec, owing to. the total faie
Ture of the Harveft of laft Year; WE, therefore, your Majefty’s moft dutiful and
Joyal Subje&s, ths Commons of Lower-Canada, in Provinciai Parliament afTeme.
bled, from regard and feeling for the Poor, and for the general good of the Pro-
vince, moft humbly belcech Your Majeity, that it may be enacted, and be it enatted
by the King’s Moft Excellent Majefty, by and with the-advice and confent of the Le-
gflative Council and Affembly of the Proviace of Lower Canada, conftituted and afe
fembled by virtue of,snd uynder the authority of an A& paffedinthe Parliament of Great
Britain, intituled, “ An Act to repeal certain parts of an Act p.ffd in the fourieenth
“ year of His Majefly’s Reign. intituled, * An Act for making more .effectual provi-
¢ fion for the government of the Province of Quebec in North America;” and to make
* further Provifion for the Government of the faid Provisce;” And it is hereby
enacted by the authority of the fame, that out of the unappropriated monies at pre-

fent
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fent in ths hands of the Receiver-General, or which may hereafter come into his
hands, there fhall be taken and applied a fum not excezding Fifieen Thoafand, five
hundred Pounds carrent money of this Prevince, for the telief of Pavifhes in Diftrefs
in the manner herein after provided. '

I1. Andbe it furtherenacted by the authority aforefaid, that it thaH and may be
lawful to and for the Governor, Lieutenant Governor or Person administring the
Government of the Pravince for the tims being,to vominateand appoint immediately
after the paffirg of this Act, th:ee Commiffioners refiding in the City of Quebec, who
immedietely ofier their rominatioa and appointment, fhall difpatch a-cicular leicer
to the Curates of the Pariihes in dift-cfs,requiring them to tran{mit or caufe 10 be tranf
mitted to them the faid Commiflioners, within ten days next after ths receipt of fuch
letter,a correct ftatemesnt and lift ,crriified upon honor, of all {uch hon:ft and 1ndufina
ous hufbandmen of iheir refpe€live Pas+dhes as are deftitute of the means of precurisg,
either by their labour or o:hsiwife, f::bfiftence, until the firt day of [»ne next; which
Curates, upon receipt of fuch circular letter, and after h2ving without delay, cona
fulted the nearcft Jultices of- the Peace, the Church- Wardens, and other principal
perfons of the relpefive Parithes, fhall, and they are hereby heid and required to
tran{mit, or canfe to be tranfmiuted to the faid Commiflioner:, the fa1d ftstements,
withip the faid fpace of ten days next after the receipt of the faid Letter ; Provided
always, thatif the Governor, Lieutenani-Governor, or perfon adminiftering the
Government of this Province for the time'beirig, fhail deem it expedient to adopt any
other more efficacious method of obtaining fuch lifts as «furesaid, than as hercin it
is provided, it fhall and may be lawful for him te adopt the fame,

III. And beit further enacted by the authority aforcfaid, that the feveral Curates
of the Parifhes in diftiefs, as aforefaid, thall; and they are hereby authorized and re-
quired, upon requeft of the faid Commiffioaers, to aflumble forthwith th: Officers
of Miiitia, and the Church-wardens in office, in their refpettive Parithis ; which
‘Officers of Militia, and Church-wardens, in {uch mceting,:thall appoint, .in'their ree
fpective Parithes, a Committee of Five Members from:among themfelves, for the

.purpofes of this At

1V. And be it further enafled by the authority aforefaid, that the faid three
Com::iffioners, upon receiving th- faid lifts of perfons vnable to provide them{elves
by the means aforefaid, with Food until the firft of June next, fhall-themfelves
contvact, or fhall aiitho: ze the Commit:ee for each Parifh,  to contra&t for the fur-
nithing f Provifions and Foi?.at thz cheapelt rate; which Provifions fhall coufift
of Fleur, Bifcuit, Meat .or Fith; and:fhall-be diftzibuted in'each and‘every Week:
under
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under the orders and direQions of ths Curate; and of the said Committee, -in the
proportion of one Ration for each man ; one balf of one Ration for each woman;,
and one third of one Ration for each child of lels age than fifteen years; And which
Committee is authorized to take the meafures which may be neceffary for fo huafband.
ing the faid Provifions and Food, that the faid perfons {o in diftrels may be there-
with fupplied while occupied in fowing their Land.. Provided always, that if it
thall appear to the Curate,or to any three members of the faid Commiitee, that certain
of the perfors named in the lilt, have it in their power to earn'their food by labour, .
or fome kind of undertaking; or thatany of them refufe te work, or'mifapply the
Provifions they may have received, either by felling them in Tavems, or for the .
purchafe of ftrong Liquors, the fasid Committee thall be authorized to difcontinue the
ifluc of Provifions to fuch perfons; which Provifioas fhall be paid for by the
faid perfons within two years, according to-the Eftimate of two perfons, whereof
one fhall be nominated by the faid Committee, and the other by the {aid Commiffi-
oners; and tk:: money fhall be paid to the faid Committee, 10 be by thz fame re- -
mitted to the {aid Commiflioners, and by the f2id Commiffioners in like manner-to
the Receiver-General, to be applied according to the future difpoiition of the Pro-
vincial Legiflature; and to that effect the faid Committes is hereby autho-ized and
empowered to exatt fach note of hand, acknowledgment, or obligation from the
'perfons receiving fach Food and provifions as zforesaid, as to them may -appear
neceflery, in favor of His Majefty ; Provided always, that if the faid perfons be uns
able to pay for the faid Provifions, within the two years aforefaid, - then, vpoa cer-
tificate of the fzid Curates, and of the Committee affirm=d upon oath, beforea Jultice
of the Peace, the Payment may be d:layed for a {pace of time not exceeding two
vears, over and above the time herein-before fixed and provided. Providedalways,
that if the Governor, Lieutenaai-Coverner, or perfon admiriflering the Govern-
ment of this Province for the time being, fhall deem it more expedieat for the pur-
pofes of this Act, to caafe fuch Provifions to be procured in any other way or mode
thar. as provided by this A&, it fhall and may be lawful for him to adopt the
fame, any thing in the prefent A&t contained; notwithlanding.

Brogisoe

V. And in order to prevent the refult of abufes and evil confequences, from the
mﬁfff;’Tﬂliiiiil relief which fhall be given under ihis A&, be it therctore farther enafied, by the au-
Wesand el ou - ghority aforefaid, that the faild Commiflioners are hereby authorized and required 10
Bapoen walur i acquire every information, for learning in what manzer this A& is e¢x:cuted in the

feveral Parifhes, and to take the meafvres and precautions ueceffury 1o enfure the
due execotion thercof, and to preveat abuafes and evil confequeutes.. And to that
purpofe, th:y aré hercby xc-.-qu_ired to muke fuch rema:ks, as they fhall deem necef-
fary upon the kits, which fhall be fent o them.. :

may he appoi nted o

Sammitees G2t V], And be it farther enacted by the authority aforelaid, that th: {aid Commit-
Weep a Jousnel ef . L ) ’ !

tce
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" men Tt tee (hall keep a Journal of all its Proceedings, whareof it fhall forward one copy to
Sontn b Comni> thr faid Commiffioners ; and the faid Commiflioners fhall render an account of :HKeir’
e oneetion adminiftration to the Governor, Lieutenant-Govérnor, or perfos adminiftering the
to e Govenon, & Government of this Province for the time being, to th- Leg:flative Council and to the
loufe of Allemb'y, at the 1hen next S: Ton of the Provincial Parliam:nt ; in whick

Journal they fhall infer: their remarks and oblervations upon the refuit of the faid

‘advances, and wpon the efefls which they may have produced.

e wea s V11 And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, that if there fhall re~

lere is O SUT= . oy o . .

shas such suryli» (0 Mair, 3 {urplus, after the Families of the faid Parifhes fhall fo have been fupplied.

Femain into tive hanas L . v y . . . .

of the Receiver G- vy, th-Provifions, fuch furplus fhail be referved in the hands of ih. Receiver-General

nerat. r . . . .ty : 1
for the futere'difpofision of the Legiflature. Providéd always; that fuch of the faid

Persans may re- . . . . .. s

72 tie amewit 2¢- perfons as fhall have received fuch rzlicf in Provifions, and may defire to re-pay

Taused, in work. N . . . . . 3
the amount thereof in Work, may do fo by opening, and making by the job;
fuch new Highways, or Public Bridges, withia the limits of their Parithes, or in
the neighbourhvod thereof, as they may agree upon concerning th= fame, with the
faid Commitiee, or with the confent of the faid three Commiffioners, refiding in
thecity of Quebec,

Apptiessonofhe V11T, And be it further endcted by the authority aforefaid, that the due application

Mas © " of all monies expended in conformity with the dire@ions of this A&, fhall.be ace
counted for to His Majefty, His Heirs and {ucceflors, through the Lords Commife
fioners of His Majefty’s Treafury for the time being, in fach midnner add form as
His Majefty, His Heirs aad {ucceffors, thall direct. S

CA P, IIf,

AN Acrt to provide for the maintenance of good erder, on Sundays and
Holidays, ' ' ‘

(8th March, 1817.)

seamble, WHEREAS it is neceffary to provide in a fpecial manner for the maintenance
: of good order within and withoat the Churches and Chapels and in the en-
virons thereof in the refpective Parifhes of this Province on Sundays and Holidays ;

Be it therefore enacted by the King’s Moft Excellent Majefty, by and with the ada

- vice and confent of the Legiflative-Council and Afembiy of the Province of Lower-
Canada, conftituted and aflembled by virtue of and under the authority ofan A paf-

fed in the Parliament of Great-Britain, intitaled  An A& t0 repeal certdin parts of an

% AQ pafied in the fourteenth year of His Majefty’s Reign, intituled ¢ .n Aélkﬁr

' ¢ making



