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Act of Parlia-
anent of Great
Britain 21 James
X, repealed,

 Trialsof women
charged with the
murder of their
children, which
would by law, be
bastard, to be

governed by the
same rules of evi-
dence as in other
cases of murder,

‘Women charged
with murder and
acquitted, but
convicted of sea
crelly burying
any bastard child
to he committed
to the House of
Lowrection,

C.3.Anno Quinquagesimo secundo Georgii IIL. A.D. 1812.
CAP. WL

AN AcT to repeal an Act made in England, in the twenty firlt Year of

the Reign of his Jate Majelly King James the Firft, Chapter twenty-
feventh, intituled, “ An A& to prevent the deflroying and murthering
of Baftard Children, as to this Province of Lower Canada,” and tor
making provifions for the {'rials of Women charged with .the murder
of -any iffue of their Bodies, male or female, which being born alive,
would, by Law, be Baftard :

. {19th May, 1812.)

HEREAS doubts have been entertainad refpeéing the true fenfe and mean-

ing of a certain A& of Parliament, madz in England in the twenty-frft
year of the Reign of His Jate Majefty King James the First, intituled, ¢ Aa
“ A&t to prevent the defiroying and murthering of Baftard Children,” and the
fame hath been found, aswell in England as m this Province, in fundry cafes '
diffic:1t and inconvenient to be put in prattices Be it further enacted by the
King's moft Excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and confent of the Legis-
layve Council and affembly of the Province of Lower Canada, conftituted and
affembled by virtue of and under the authority of an Act pafled in the Parliament
of Great Britsin, intituled, * An Act to repeal certain parts of an Act pafled in
¢ the fourte nth Year of His Majelty’s Reign, inticuled,  An A& for ‘making
« more effettual provifion  for the Government of the Province of Quebec in. Norik
“ America, and to make further Provision for the Government of the faid Province ;*

‘And it is horeby enadied, by the authonity of the fame, that from and after the

paffing of this A&, the faid Att of Parliament, made in England in the twentya
fi.f Year of the Reign of his lute Majefty King James the Fir@, intitaled, “ An
A& to prevent the deftroying and murthering of Baftard Children,” and every

thing therein contamed (hall be and the fame, as to this Province of Lower Cas
nada, is and are hereby repealed. ‘

1I. And be it further enaéted by the authority aforefaid, that from and after
the paffing of this A& the Trials in this Province of Women charged with the
Maurder of any iffue of rheir Bodies, Male or Female, which being born alive,
would, by Law, be Baftard, fhall proceed and be governed by fuch and the hke
rules of evidence and of prelumption as are by law ufed and allowed to take
place in refpect to other Trials for Murder, and as if the faid A& of Parliament
laft herein mentioned, and hereby (o as aforefaid repeaied, had never been made,

111. Provided always and be it enacted by the authority aforefaid, that it fhall
and mauy be lawful for the Jury, by whofe Verdct, any Prifoner charged with
fuch murder as aforefaid, fhall be acquitted, to find, in cafe 1t fhall fo-appear 1n -
evidence, that the Prifoner was delivered of Iffue of her Body, male or female,
which, if born alive, would have been baftard, and that fhe did by secret burying

or
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or otherwile endeavour to conceal the birth. thereof and théreupon, it fhall be
lawful for the Court, bifore which fuch Piifoner fhall have been tried, to adjudge,
that fuch Prifoner fhall be committed to the Common Gao! or House of Correc-
tion, there to be kept to hard labour, for any time, not exceeding two Years,

E ]

CAP. 1IV.

AN AcT to continue, for a limited time, two feveral Aéts therein men-
tioned, regulating the Fifheries ia the inferior Diftrict of Gafpé.

(19th May, 1812.)

HEREAS an A& was paffed by the Legiftature of this Province, in the
forty-feventh Year of his prefent Majefty’s Reign, intituled, « An A&
for the better regulation of the Fifherics in the inferior Diftri& of Gafpé, and to
ActsdT,cap.12, repeal an A& or Ordinance therein mentioned,” And WHEREAS the provifions.
and 18 cp. %5 of the faid A& were amended, by an A& pafled by the Legiflature of this Pro-
wl, vince, in the forty-eighth Year of his prefent Majelty’s Reign, intituled, ¢ An’
A& to amend an A& paffed in the forty-feventh Year of His Majefty’s Reign,
intituled, *“ An A& for the better regulation of the Fifheries in the inferior
Diftri&t of Gafpé, and to repeal an A& or Ordinance therein mentioned,” and to
make further regulations for the faid Fifheries ; And WHEREAS the faid Acts
are in force unly to the end of the present Seifion of the Provincial Parliament,
* and it is expedient that the fame fhould be continued. Be it therefore enacted by
the King’s moft Excellent Majelty, by and with the advice and confent of the
Legiflative Council and Affembly of the Province of Lower Canada, conftituted
and affembled by virtue of and under the authority of an A& of the Parliament
of Great Britain, intituled, ¢ An A¢t to repeal certain parts of an A& pafled in
¢ (he fourteenth Year of His Majesty’s Reign, intituled, * An Aé for making
% more effeftual provifion for the Government of the Province of Quebec in North
« America;” And to make further provifion for the Government of the faid
«« Provinces” And it is hereby enafted by the authority of the fame, that the
{aid before recited A&s, and all matters and thiogs therein contained, fhall con.
tinue and be in force umiil the first day of June, which will be in the year of
our Lord, One thoufand eight handred and fo/uneen, and no longer.
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