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C A P. XIV.

AN ACT to authorife Thomas Porteous, Efquire, to build a Bridge over
a Branch of the River Otrowas, otherwife Des Prairies, from La Che.
naye to the Ifland, called Bourdon; and another Bridge, from that
Iiland to the Ifland of Montreal, to eftablifh the Rates of Toll pay-
able thereon, and for regulating the faid Bridges.

[25 th March, 1805.]

Preamble. HEREAS the convenience and the facility of intercourfe of the inhabitantsof the adjacent Parifhes, and of the Public in general would be much pro.noted., by the ereion of a Bridge or Bridges over that branch of the river Ottaw as, otherwife Des Prairies, which feparates La Chenaye in the County of Lein-
fler, from the Ifland of Montreal; And whereas Thomas Porteous of Terrebonne,n the County of Effingham, Elquire, hath by his petition in this behalf prayedleave to build a Toll-Bridge, over the faid branch of the faid river, from LaChenaye aforefaid, to an Ifland, called Bourdon, lying between that place and theIfland of Montreal; and another Toll-Bridge, from the faid Ifland Bourdon, tothe faid Ifland of Montreal, whereby a fafe and comiodious communication fromLa Chenaye aforefaid, to the faid Ifland of Montreal, will be afforded; thereforemay it pleafe Your Majefty that it may be enaaed, and be it ena&ed by theKing's moft Excellent Majeffy, by and with the advice and confent of the Legif-lative Council and Affembly of the Province of Lower Canada, conftituted andaffembled by virtue of, and under the authority of an At paffed in the Parliamentof Great Britain, intituled, " An Aâ to repeal certain parts of an A& paffed inthe fourteenth year of his Majefly's Reign, intituled, «' An AêI for making moree&ual provfion for the Government of the Province of Quebec, in North Ame.rE And to nake further provifion for the Government of the faid Province -"
And it is hereby ena&ed by the authority of the fanie, that it fhall be lawful, for

Thomas Porteous the faid Thomas Porteous, and he is hereby authorifed and empowered, at his own
authorifedtobuild cofts and charges, to ered and build a .good and fubftantial Bridge, over the faidaBridge over the river Ottawas, otherwife Des Prairies, from the bank or fhore at Lachenaye, afore-river Ottawas tO Budn nte~od auLna othe ifland Bour. faid, to the faid Ifland Bourdon, and anothe good and fu btantial Bridge from
ron a fandthat Ifland to the faid Ifland of Montreal, at*fuch convenient place and places,to the ifland of as the faid Thomas Porteous may find beft adapted to the purpo[e, and to ere&tand build one or more Toll Houfe or Toli Houfes, and Turnpike or Turnpikes

with other conveniencies, on or near the faid Bridges; and alfo, to do, performand execute all other matters and things requifite and neceffary, ufeful or conve.nient, for ereâing and building, maintaining and fupuorting the feid intendedBridges, Toll Houfes, Turnpikes and conveniencies, according to the tenor andtrue meaning of this Aa ; and further, that for the purpofe of ereaing, building,maintainîng or fupportîng the faid Bridges, the faid Thomas Porteous, his heirs9executors, curators, and afligns, fhali from time to time, have full power and au
thority
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II. And whereas it may be neceffary for the purpofe of effe&ing a communi.
cation with the faid Bridges to change the direaion of the King's highway in the
vicinity thereof, or to open a new highway or highways, Be it further -enaaed
by the authority aforefaid, that it fhail be lawful for the Grand Voyer, or his
Deputy of the faid Difiria of Montreal, to fend an Order to the Surveyor of high.
ways, in every Parifh, through which the faid King's highway or highways may pafs,
to be by him read and publified in the ufual manner at the Church door of every
fuch parifh, in which order, the faid Grand Voyer or his Deputy fhall require the
perfons interefted in the faid King's highway or highways, to meet on the day
and at the hour and place, which he fhall fix, to give fuch information as they
nay judge neceffary or proper, and after fuch meeting, the faid Grand Voyer or

his Deputy, fhall go upon the fpot to change the direaion of fuch part or parts
of the faid King's highway or highways, or bye roads, and open fuch other high.
way or highways, bye road or bye roads, as may be neceffary for communicating
with the faid Bridges; and the faid Grand Voyer or his Deputy fhall fix and allot
the work to be performed, and by whomn upon fuch parts of the King's highway or
highways, to be fo as aforefaid changed, and upon fuch highway or highways, bye
road or bye roads, which fhall be opened as afoiefaid, of all which hefhall make
his Procès Verbal, to be heard, examined and determined upon, in due courfe of
Law.

III. And be it further ena&ed by the authority aforefaid, that the faid Thomas
Porcous, ihall, and lie is hereby dir&Eaed and required to caufe a Draw Bridge, or
opening, of at leaif twenty five feet wide, to be made in the Bridge to be
ere&ed over the faid river from the faid Ifland Bourdon to the faid Ifland of
Montreal, where the faid river is fufficiently deep, and to caufe the fame
to be fo contruaed, that it may be drawn up or otherwife opened, for the paffage

of
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·thority to take and -ufe the ]and, on either fide of the faid river, and there to work
up or caufe to be woiked up, the materials and other things neceffary, for erea-
ing, con fruating or repairing, the faid Bridges, accordingly, he the faid 7homas
Porteous, his Heirs, Executors, Curators or Affigns, and the perfons by him or
thern ernployed doing as little damage as may be, and making reafonable and juft
fatisfa&ion to the refpe&ive owners and occupiers of all fuch lands and grounds,
as fhall be altered, damaged or made use of, by means of or for the purpofe of
cre&ing the faid Bridges; and in cafe of difference and difpute, about the quantum
of fuch fatisfaéion, the fame fball be fettled by his Majefly's Court of King's
Bench of and for the Diftria of Montreal, after a previous vifitation, examination,
and efnimation of the premifes [hall have been made by Experts, to be named by
the parties, refpeEively, and in default of fuch nomination, by them, or either of
them, then by the faid Court in manner and form prefcribed by Law, for the7no -
mination and appointment of Experts in Civil Suits at Law, and the faid Court is
hereby authorifed and empowered to hear, fetle and finally determine the fame,
accordingly.



tend to draw up
the pefons, who fhall, during the feafon of navigation, attend at the faid Draw Bidge
during the fcason to be drawn up or otherwife opened without delay, as often as required fo to do,

by the owners or ther perfon or perfons navigating, or .having the care ofany

floop, fchooner or othr veffel, which hal n have rgoccafion to pafi throigh the fad

Bridge, fo that fuch floop, fchooner or other veff may pafs through th fane,

with ftanding rigoin, wihout interruption, fe or reward, any thin in this AdwL

contained to the contrary îxotwvithftanding.

o eV. And be it further enaoeed by the authorty aforefaid, that the faid Bridges

The Biesi and the faid Tol ohoufes, Turnpikes ard conveniencies to be ere&ed thereon or

Thomas Porfous near thereto, and alfo, the afcents or approachveos to the faid Bridges, and al mate-
his heirs and ai- riais which fhall be, flom e to tne, gottcn or provided for ereing, building ,

making , aintaining and repaiing the faine, fhall b vefted in the faid Thomas

Poreous, hîs heirs and affigns for ever : Provided, that afier the expiration of fifty-

After years, to be accounted froni the paffing -of this AE&, it fhall and may be- lam fui1 for

Sthe exPi his Majefty, his Heirs and Succeffors to aume the offefiong and roperty, of

hen Bridge

in Thomas o:eu

is fuch affumption, bear, and be worh and when and fo foon as thefaid Bridges
ful value there fhal be ereced and buit and made fit and proper for the paffage of Travellers,
oft eatre and Carnages, and that the fame ehaxl be cerified by any two or more

'Ihen the Brid. Juflices of the Peace, for the Diaria of Montreal, after examination thcreof by

,,es are but and thrèe Experts to be appointed and fwvorn by the faid Juftices,and be advertifed in the

&c. auth yrised tom
take for Pontage, afk, demana, receive, reco,;er and take to and for terown proper ufe and behoof

Certain Toila, for Pontage, as or in the nae of a Tol or Duty, before any paikge over th- laid

inendei Bridges, iail be pernitted, the feveral fums followng, aha is to fay

The Tousl. For every Coach or other four wheel Carage, loaded or unloaded with he dri-

ver and four perfons, or lels drawn by wo or more horfes, or other beafes of

draught, Four Shillings, carrency; For every Chaife, Calafli, Chiir, wîth two

whees, or Cajole or other fuch carage loaded or unloadedwith the driver, and

two perfons or lefs drawn by two horfes or otner beafds of draught, To Shillings

and Nine Pence currency; and if drawn by one horfe, or ouher beast of dra'!ght

Two Shillings and Six Pence currency; For every Car, Sld or ohr fuch caraage

loaded or unioaded, dra-%n by -two horfes, oxen or other beafts of draught, wîih

the drivers, Two Shillings and Three Pence, currency; and if drawn byone horl

or other beaifT of draugh, Twu Shillings currency; For every peron on foot, Six

Pence currency; For every ifoie, Mare, Gelding, Mule or other beafti of draught,

ladcn or unladen, Ten Pence currency; For a -rie and his Rider, One Shilling,
and
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and Six Pence currency; For every Bull, Ox, Cow and al other horned and
neat Cattle, each Nine, Pence currency; For every Hog, Goat, Sheep, Caif or
Lamb, Three Pence currency.

V. Provided always, and be it further enaded by the authority aforefaid, that
no perfon, horfe or carriage employed in conveying a Mail or Letters under the
authority of his Majefly's Poft Office, nor for thé horfes, carriage!, laden or rot
laden and drivers, attending Officers and Soldiers of his Majeay's Forces, whilft
upon their march, or on duty, nor carriages and drivers.on the guard fent with
prifoners of any defeription, be chargeablè with any Toil or Rate, whatfoever.
Provided alfo, that it Ihall and may be lawful for the faid Thomas Porteoùs, his,
heirs, executors, curators or affignus to diminifh the faid Tolls or any of them and
afterwards, if he or they fhall fee fit again to augment the farne, or any of them,
fo as not to exceed in any cafe the Rates herein before authorifed to be taken
Provided alto, that the faid Thomas Porteous, his heirs, executors, curators or

jaffigns fhall.affix or caufe to be affixed, in fome confpicuous place, at or near each
Toll Gate, a Table of the Rates payable for paffing over the faid Bridges, and fo,
often as fuch Rates may be diminiflied or augmented, he or they LhaU caufe fuck
alteration to be affixed in imanner aforefaid.

VI. And be it further ena&ed by the authority aforefaid, that the faid Tol a
fhallbe, and the fame are hereby vefted in the faid Thomas Porteous, his heirs ancd
affigns, for ever4 Provided, that if' his Majefty fhail in the manner herein before
mentioned, after the expiration of fifty years, from the paffing of this A&, affume
the poffeffion and property of the faid Bridges, Toll Houfes, Turnpikes and con-
veniencies, and the afcents and approaches thereto, then the f aid ToUs, fhall, from
the time of fuch affumption, appertain and belong to his Majefty, his Heirs and
Succeffors, who Ihall from thence forward, befubftituted into the place and ftead of
the faid Thomas Porteous, his heirs and affigns, for all and every the purpofes of
this At.

VII. And be it further ena&ed -by the authority aforefaid, that if any perfon
fhall forcibly pafs through the faid Turpike or Turnpikes, without paying the
Toll or any part thereof, or fhaUl interrupt or difturb the faid Thomas Porteous,
his heirs, executors, curators or affigns, or any perfon or perfons employed by hini
or them, for building or repairing the faid:'Bridges, or for making or repairing the
way over the fame, or any road or avenue leading thereto, every perfon fo offend-
ing in each of the cafes aforefaid, fhall for every fuch offence, forfeit a fum not
exceeding twenty Shillings currency.

VIII. And be it further enaaed by the authority aforefaid, that as foon as the
faid Bridge fhall be paffable and opened for the ue of the .Pu blic,: the prefent fera
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No Bridge &c tO ries between Lachenaye aforefaid, and the faid I{land of Montreal, thali ceafe to

bc bujit 'within be worked, and from thence forwarded, no perfon or perfons fhall ere& or caufe

to be ereaed aty Bridge or Bridges or work or ufe any ferry, for the carriage of

any perfons, cattle or carriages whatfoever, for hire, acrois the faid river Ottawas

otherwife Defprairies, within three miles from the lower end of the faid Ifland

Bourdon up'wards in the faid river Ottawas, otherwire Defprairies ; and if any per-

fon or perlons fhall-erea a Bridge or Bridges over the faid river within the faid li.

mits, he or they fhali pay, to the faid Thomas Porteous, his heirs, executors, cuii

rators and afligns treble the Toils hereby impofed, for the perfons, cattle and car.

Penalty riages which fhall pafs over fuch Bridge or Bridges. And if any perfon or perfons

fhall, at any time for hire or gain pafs or convey any perfon or perfons, cattle, car-

iage orcarnages, i acrofs the faid river, within the limits, aforefaid, fuch offender

or offerders fhall, for each carriage, perfon, or animal, fo carried acrofs, forfeit and

pay the fum of Twenty Shillings currency.

Penalty on per- lx. And be it further enaaed by the.authonity aforefaid, that if any perfon Ihail
'fons pullingdown

c. te malicioufly pull clown; burn or deftroy the faid Bridges or any part thereof, or

Toll HoufCs. any Toll Houfe, to be ere&ed by virtue of this A&, every perfon Io offending,

and being thereof lawfully conviaed, fhall be deemed guilty of felony.

Thomas Porteous X. And bc it further ena&ed by the authority aforefaid, that the faid Thomas

re uired torertitie himfeif to the benefits and advantages, to hiîn by this A&

in bre years. granted, fhall and he is hereby required, to ere& and complete the faid Bridges,

Toll Houfes, Turnpikes and conveniencies, within three years from the day of

he pafing of this A&, and if the fame fhall not be completed within the time laft

xnentioned, fo as to afford a convenient and fafe paffage over the, faid Bridges he

the laid Thomas Porteous, his heirs, executors, curators and afigns, fhall ceafe to

have any right, title or claim, of, in or to the Tolls hereby impofed, which

hal, from thence forward belong to his Majefty and the faid Thomas Porteou.s

hal not by the faid Toils, or in any other inanrer or way be intitled to any re.

imburtement of the expence, he may have incurred in and about the building of

the faid'Bridges; and in.cafe the faid Bridges, after they fhalî have been ere&ed

and completed, thail at any time, become. impaffable or unfafe for Travellers,

Cattle or Carriages, he the faid Thomas Porteous, his heirs, exécutors, curators or

affigns, fhal and they are hertby required, withmn eighteen nonths from the time

at which the faid Bridges fhail by his Malefty's Court of Generai Quai ter Seffions

of the Peace, in and for the faid Diffria of Montreai, be afcertaned to be ir-

paffable or unfafe, and notice thereof to hin or them by the faid Court given, to

aufe the fame to be rebuilt or repaired, and made fate and commodious for the

paffage of Travelleis, Cattle and Carriages; and if within the time laR mentioned,

Penalty if not the faid Bridges be not fo repaired, or rebuilt, as the cale inay eq uire, then the
completecd. faid Bridges or fuch part or parts tiereof, as fhail be remainr.g, ihall be and be

taken, and confidered to be the property of his Majefty, and after fuch default,
to
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to repair or rebuild the faid Bridges, the faid Thomas Porteous, bis heirs, execu-
tors, curators or affigns Âhall ceafe to have any right, title or claim, of, in to or
out of the faid Bridges, or the remaining parts thereof, and the Tolls hereby
granted, and his and their right'in the premiffes, ihall be wholly and for,, ever de-
termined. Provided always, that before the faid default is incurred and during
the interval hereby allowed for the repairing or rebuilding of the faid Bridges, it
fhail and may be lawful for the faid Thornas Poreous, his heirs, executors, curators
or afligns, and he and they is and are hereby authorifed and obliged to provide pro.
per and convenient ferry boats or fcows for the paffage of Traiellers, Cattle and.
Carriages over the faid river, as near to the faid Bridges as conveniently 'may be,
and to demand, collea and receive for the paffage of fuch Travellers, Cattle and
Carriages in the faid ferry Boats or Scows before they refpeaively fhall be per«
rnitted to pafs, the like Tolls as are hereby authorifed to be taken, for patiing over
the faid Bridges, any thing herein before contained to the contrary notwith.
flanding.

XI. And be it further enaaed by the authority aforeíaid, that the Penalties
hereby infliaed, fhall upon proof of the offences refpe&ively before any one or
more of the Juftices of the Peace for the Difria of Montreal,, either by confeffion
of the offender or by the oath of one or more credible Witnefs or Witneffes, (which
oath fuch Jufice is hereby empowered and required to adminifler,) be levied by
diftrefs and Sale of the Goods and Chattels of fuch offender, by Warrant
figned by fuch juftice or Juficzs, and the overplus, after fuch Penalties and the
charges of fuch diftrefs and fale are dedu&ed,« fhall be returned upon demand to
the owner of fuch Goods and Chattels; one half of which, Penalties refpe&ivey,
when paid or levied, fhall belong to his Majefty, and the other half, to the perfon
fuing for the fame.

XII. And be it further enaEaed by the authority aforefaid, that the money to be
levied by virtue of this A&l, and not herein before granted to the faid Thomas
Poreous, his heirs and affigns.and the feveral Fines and Penalties hereby infliEted,
fhall be and the fame are hereby granted and referved to his Majefty, his Heirs
and Succeffors, for the Public ufes of this Province, and the government thereof,
in manner herein before fet forth and contained, and the due application of fuch
Money, Fines and Penalties, fhall be accounted for to his Majefty his Héirs and
Succeffors, in fuch manner and foim, as he or they fhall dired through the Lords
Commiffioners of his Majefty's Treafury for the time being,

XIII, And be it further ena&ed by the authority aforefaid, that this Aa fhall
be deenied a Public AEt, and fhall be judicially taken notice of as fuch, by all
Judges, Juftices and the perfons whomfoever without being fpecially pleaded.

XV.


