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An Acr for the Relief of Perfons holding Lands or immoveable Property of
His Majefty, En rotyre, upon which Lots et Ventes, or Mutation Fines are
due.

(8th April, 1801)

HEREAS the Colle&tion of the Lots et Venfes now due in the Cenfive of your Ma«

jefly’s Domaime in this Province, to a certain extent and under certain modifica=
tions, is’juft and expedicnt, but without limitation would be injurious in particular
cafes. Be it therefore enafted by the King’s moft Exeellent Majefty. by and with the
advige and.confent cf the Legiflative. Council and Aflembly of the Province of Lower
Canada, conflituted and affembled. by virtue of and under the authority of an A& pal-
fed in the Parliament of Great Britain, intituled, % An A& to repeal ceriain parts of an
““ Ait paffed, i, the fourteenth. year of His Majefly’s Reign, intstuled, « An A& for making
“ more effectual Provifion for the Goves ument of the Province of Quelec in North America, and
“ to make further Provifion for the.Government,of the fud Provinge,” And it.ishereby enace.
ted by, the autharity, of the fame, that it;fha]] and. may be lawful: to and for the Gover-
nor, Licutenant Governor, ar, Berfon.adminiftering the Gavernment of this Pravince,
for. the. time heing, by an Inftrum:nt qr Ipfiruments under his Hand and Seal at Arms,
't nominate and, appoint, five gerfons; tg be Commifigners for. thz due execution of this
A8, and of.thefeveral powers and trufts repofed.under: and by virtue. thereof ; to re-:
move from, time to time the faid Commiflianers. or any of them, and ta appoint others,
in the place and; ftead of:fuch as.fhall be removed, or.thall die or refign their truft,,

II. And be it further,enafted, by, the authority, aforefajd, that.it.fhall and:may beJaw.
fu] to.and for the, Governor, Ligutenant,Governor.or, Perfon.adminiftering the Govern-.
ment.of .this, Province for, the time.being, in like.manner, by-an Infirument. or. Iuftra-.

forefaid, Commiflioners, and4o.allow. him fuch.realonable. falary as.he fhall think- meet,.
and from .time to time-at his, difcretion, to difmifs and difcharge fuch Clerk, and to- ap-

point.anotherin his place ; and.the faid Clerk his.hereby, enjoined faithfully, to executs

. and perform thg fervices.to be.of him. requiredsby, the faid Commiffioners, without. de.

manding or;receiving for fuch lervices,. apy, reward. ar recompence.ather than {uch Sala-
ry,asfhall be,fo ajlowed,

III. And be it further enafted by the authority aforefaid, that the faid Commiffioners
“and Clerk, before they fhall be capable of atling in the execution of this A&, {hall feve-
rally take and (ubferibe before His Majefty’s Chief Juftice of this Province, orany two
of the Puisne Juftices of His Majefty’s Court of King's Bench, for the Diftriét of Qucbec

an Oath to the effeét following, that is to fay:
I A B. do fuwear, that I will fuithfuly, smpartially and honeflly, according to the befl of my fill
and yudgment, execute, the feveral trufls and pcwers repofed in me, under and by visiue of an
A& of Provincial Parliament of Lower Canada, inntuled, * An A& for the Relief of Perfins
“ holding Lands or tmmoveable Property of His Majefly, en Roture, upon which Lots et Vena
% tes or Muiation Fines are due,” according 0 the tenor and purport of the fud A&, So help
,, e



106

Commiflioners
wmay accept of a
pccuman cnmpo
fition for Lots et
Ventesy

Exception  in
&ertain cascs.

Exemption in
favor of certain
Perfons,

The cuftomary
abatement allow-
cd  wheie eouly
one Lots et Fentes
is due.

If paid within
13 Muaths,

C. 3. Anno Quadragefimo Primo Grorcu lIl. A. D. 18ot,

me, GOD ; which Oath fo taken and fubfcribed, fhall be filed of record in the Office of
thc Secretary of this Province.

IV. And be it further enalled by the authority aforefaid, that it thalland may be law-
fulto and for the faid Commiffieners or any three of them, and they are hereby fully
and entirely authorifed and impowered, 1o accept of and from any perfon or perfons
whofoever, fuch pecuniary .compolfition for Lots et Ventes or Mutation Fines, which
may be due by fuch perfon or perfons to His Majelty, at the pafling of this A&, for
any Sale or other Mutation equipolent to the fale of any Lands or Immoveable Property
fituate in this Province, and held of His Majelty en Roture, or be payable to His Ma-
jefty, and fecured upon ary fuch Lands or Immeveable property, in the pofleflinn of
fuch perfon or perfons, and make fuch relinguifhment and remiffion, upon each of fuch
Lois et Ventes or Mutation Fines, as they the faid Commiflioners, or any three of them,
in their difcretion, according to the nature and circumflances of each ‘particular cale,
fhall deem juflt and equitable. Provided always, that nothing in this A& contained,
{hall authorife and impower, or be conftrued to authorife or impower the (aid Commil-
fioners or any of them, to accept of any peccuniary compofition or to make any relin- .
quithniert or r\,mxﬂxon, whatever, in any cale or cafes of Lands or Immoveable pro-
perty held of His Majefty, en Rcture, upon which only one [Lofs et Ventes or Mutation
Fine is due, or in any cale or cafes of Sale or of Mutations equipolent to {alc of Land,

‘or immoveable Property held of His Majelty en Ro/ure, whereany fpecific [um of mo.

ney or any part of the price of purchafe, thall have been referved, fpccifically, by

‘contradl, 1 the hands of the Scller or Purchafler, to pay the Lots ¢t Vintss; thole cales

neverthelels excepted, in which fuch Purchaler or Seiler, fhall eftablifh to the fatisfac-
tion of the faid Commiflioners or any three of them, that h , The or th=v, at ths time of
pafling this A&, were not worth more than four times the amount of the Lats et Ventes,
for the payment of which, fuch fpecific fum as aforefaid or fuch part ¢f the parchafe
moncy as aforefaid, fhall have been fo referved by him, her or them rerpc&n ely.

V. Provided alfoand beit further enafted, that all and every perfon or paifons, who
ferved in defence of the City of Quebec, during the blockade thereo!, in the year of our
Lord one thoufand feven hundred and feventy five, and who were then Proprictor or
Proprictors of any houfe or houfes, or other bmldmgs in the faid City of Quebec, on
which any Lots et Vertes were then due and owing to the Crown, which houfe or houfes
or other buildings were deftroyed by fire or otherwife, during the faid Blockade, all and
every fuch pcrfon or peifons, their Widows or heirs, who are now Propnetor or Pro.
prietors of the ground oa which fuch houfe or houles or other buildings, as aforefaii,
were ereCted, fhall be entitled to a full and complete remillion and difcharge of iuch
Lois et Ventes fo due, which remiflion and difcharge, the faid Commiflioncrs or any
three of them, are hereby authoriizd and required to grant.

VI. And be it further enadted by the authority aforefaid, that in all cales of Lan:or
Immoveable Pioperty, fituate in this Province, and held of His Majeity en Roture, upon
which only one Lot ¢ vemes or Mutation Fine is due, it fhall and may be law{ul to and
for the Receiver General of this Province, and he is hereby required upon myment
thereof tohim, to make thercon the cultomary abatement of one third: Pravided al ways,
that fuch Lots et ventes or Mutation Fine be paid to ths: fail Receiver General, within
twelve Calendar Months, from the paffing of this A€, -and if the lame be not- paid %o

the
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the faid Receiver General within the faid period of twelve Calendar Months from _the
pafling of this A&, the whole of fuch Lots ¢t ventes ot Mutation 'Fine, fhall 'be»dqé tp
His Majefly, and (hall and may be recovered wholly and entirely, without any deduce
tion or diminution whatfoever, any Law, Ufage ar, Cuftom to, the contrary. notwithe
flanding. 7 o T
~_VII. And be it furtherenacled by the authority aforefaid, that in all cafes of Sale or
of Mutations, equipolent to fales of Land or Immoveable property held of His Majeft
en Roture, where any ‘Lots ¢t ventes or Mutation Fine is due, which hath been r_éferyec{

{pecially by contradl, in the hands of the Seller or Purchafer, as aforefaid, for which a

‘compofition has not been accepted by the faid Commiffionérs, by vir{ue ofthis A&, it

fhall and may be lawful'to.and for the Recciver General of this Province, and he’is

hereby required, upon payment thereof, to him, to make the cuftomary abatement of
‘one third, Provided always, that fuch Lots et ventes fo referved, be paid to the faid Re-

ceiver General, wihin twelve Calendar Months, fiom thé pafing of this' A&, and if
the fame be not paid to the faid Recciver Geneéral, within twelve Calendar Menths from
the pafling of this A&. the whale of fich Lots e ventes or Mutation Fine, fo referved,,
¥, and, . nd may be recovered wholly and entirely,
withcui any deduflion or diminution whatcver, any Law, Ufage or Cuftom to the con-
trary notwithftanding.  Provided allo, thaf in ali cafes where fuch Lots et ventes or Mu-.
ta‘ion Fines, have been' (o referved in the hands of the Scller or Sellers, the recourfe of
His Majefty, fur the recovery of fuch Loss et ventes, Thall be, by perfonal A&tion againft
{uch Scller or Sellers oniy, without any recourfe whatever, againft his widow or his
heirs, nor againit the Lands or inmovesble property upen which fuch Lots et Ventes,
foreferved, i the hands ‘of Tuch Seller, are fecured ; which Lands and immoveable
property, from fuch Lets et Verées fo referved, inthe hands of fuch Seller or Sellers,
fhall, by virtue of this A&, be wholiy free, dilcharged and exonerated, avy Law, Statute,
Ulage or Culiomto the contrary notwithftanding, S ’

VIII. And for the better exccution of this A&, be it furthierenafled by ‘the autlority,
aforefaid, that the fa:d Commiflioners, or any three of them, fhall have pawer to mecet
and fit from time to time, in fuch place, as they thall fiud moft convenicnt in the City-

f Quebec, with or without adjournment, and all ‘perfons fhall be at liberty, to delivér-
their refpe@tive cluims, for a relinquifhment and remiflion upon any Lots ¢t Ventes or
mutation fines, which at the pafling of this A&, fhall by fuch’perfons, ..rt;fpe§t‘i’ve!’y,A be-
due or owing to His'Majefty, for any fale or mutation equipolent to the fale of any:
Iands or immoveable property, fituate in this Province, ard held of His Majefty
en Roture, or be fecured to His Majelty, upon any fuch Lands or immoveable property,.
in the pofieflion of {uch perlon or perfons,. to the faid commiffioners, in writing, who
fhall caule tle famé to be'filed and. preférved among their proceedings ; atid the faid.
Commiflione:s, thall aifo have power, to.hear fuch perfons upon their l‘efpef%ivg claims,
by themfelves or by their certain attorncy, lawfully appointed, when they or‘any of them
fhall require it, to fend their precept or precepts, under their hands and feals, for

" fuch witneffes, as they the faid’ Commiffioners or anv. tliree of them, thall ‘think necef-.

fury 10 examiiie, and in like manner, to call before thieni or.any thirée of them, allofficers

“and other perfons concernedin the management, collettion.or recéipt of cafial and

territorial revenue of the crown in this Province, and every and any part’ thereof, and

“thiem the faid witneffes, officers and other perfons, fuppn the; fubjed m“attchf any. claim

pending,
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pending before them the-faid Commiffioners, to examine upon. Oath (which oath they-
the faid Commiffioners or any three of them are hereby authorifed to adminifter ;)
with full power and authority to infped, perufe and have copies of all and fingular
papers -and records,. maps, Zerricrs, accounts and ether written Decuments, which
in any manner or way relate to or concern the faid {ubjeét matter of fuch claims or.
any of them, in the cuftody or pawer of any public officer or office, without payment
of any fee or reward whatever, for fuch inlpe€tion, perufal or copies. And if any
perfon or perfons who fhall be examined upon oath or fhall make any affidavit
or depofition on oath, touching or concerning thé fubjet matier of any [uch claim or
claims, fhall be guilty, of falfely and wilfuily {wearing to any matter or thing, which
if the fame had been {worn in any caufe or [uit in.any of His Majelly’s courts in this
Province, would have amounted to wil{ul and corrupt perjury, every perfon fo offend.-
ing and being thereof convicted, fhall incur the. fame penaities and forfeitures as by.
the Laws and Statutes of this Province are provided, againft perfons convitted of wilful
and corrupt perjury.

IX. And be it further ena&ed by the authority aforefaid, that in all cafes, wherein
by virtue of this A&, any pecuniary compofition, as afor-fa:d, fhall in manner aforefaid
be accepted by the faid Commiflioners; it fhall and may. be lawful to and. for
the faid Commiffioners, or any. three’ of them to allow fuchtime for the payment
thereof, into the hands of the Receiver Gencral of this Province, as. they the faid
commiflioners, or any three of them, fhall fee fit; and in all cafes whatever,
by virtue of this A&, whereina pecunia:y compofiuon as aurefaid fhall in manner
aforefaid be accepted by the faid Commiffioners, a certificate thercof fha'l be granted
by the faid Commiffioners, or any three of them, which fhali be expreflzd in
the words following, or as near thercto as may be, that is to {ay, By the commillioners
appointed by the A& of the Provincial. Parliament, intituled, ** An Aé for the Relief of
¢ perfons hoiding lands or tmmoveaéle property of His Majefly en Roture upon w'uch Lots et
¢ Ventes or mutalion fines are due”s ¢ Th+fe are to certify, that the fmd Commiffioners have
“ agreed on the part. of His Majefly to accept from A. B. as and for a compofition for-all
¢ Lots et Ventes due and owirg at the time of pafling the fa:d A&, by the [md A. B. to His
 Majelly in confequence of,” (here enumerate the different fales or A&ts equipolent to
fales, upon which the Lots e Ventes for which the compofition is accepted, have arifen,,
and briefly defcribe the propeity fold) * she fum of current money of this
< Province, to be paid by the jad A. B. into uhe hands of tne Recerver General of this Province
€ in - —(rom the day of the daie hereof.. Given under the hands of the Jaid
s Commiffioners at the Cily cf Quebec and dated the day of ‘ ;7 and at the
foot or on the back of the {aid certificate {hail be fublciibed or indorfed the following
words, or as nearthereto as may be, I A.B. withnor above named, do hereby acknow-
“ ledge that ths feveral Lots ct Ventes wihin or above enumercied making in the whole,
€ f e —ecurrent money of this Province, are aue. énd owing-to His Majelty,by
& me, and_fecured upon the properiy wiihin defiribed. (if. fuch be the. cale.) and 1do,
< hereby. agree to the compofiton accept:d by the (within or above mentigned ) Com-
“ miffioners, and to the terms.and condiiions for the payment theveof contained. in, the
< (wuithin or .above written) cevtificate and i the Al therein meationed.  Givew under,
my hand the ——" which faid certificate, ,l‘u:,b‘(c.rlption and V_in}_doxfement, _ ﬁxalL
be figned by three or more of the fuid Conmiilioners, and by the perfon.or perfons to
whom fuch certificate fhall be {o given and, granted, relpectively in the prefence of two
lawful wimefles, who thall fubfcnibe their namcs, ‘as well to the faid certificate, as to the

faig
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faid fublcription or indorfement, and the faid certificate and {fubfeription or indorfe-.
ment fhall in manner aforefaid, be executed double, and one fuch certificate with fuch-
fubfcription or indorfement, execited as aforefaid, fhall be delivered to the perfon or

_perfons in whole favor fuch certificate fhall be given, and. the other certificatc, with

- Upon payment
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fuch fubfcription or indorfement executed as aforfaid, fhall be kept by the faid Com-:
miffioners and fhall be filed and preferved among their proceedings ; and upon:pay--
ment of the fum of moncy in the faid certificate mentioned in the time therein mentios"
ned to the Receiver General of this Province, the faid Receiver General at the fcot or
on the back of fuch certificate, fhall fubfcribe or indorfe a receipt therefor, which
fhall be in the wordsand figures following, or as near thereto as may be, that'is to fay,
“ Received the dey of— of and from A. B. abere (cr withn).
 named, the fum of ——Current money, of the Province of Lower Canala, being
“ the compoficion money expreffed in the above (or within) written certificate,”” figned E. F,
Receiver General : which {aid receipt thall be al{fo figned in the prefence of two lawful-
witnelles ; and fuch certificate and reccipt, fhall be entered at length of record by the
faid Reeeiver General in a book by him for that purpole to be kept, and fuch certificate
and receipt being fo executed by the faid Commiffioners, and by the faid perfon or
perfons, and fo entered of record, by the faid Receiver General, fhall effe tually free ex.
onerate and difcharge, as well the {aid perfon, or perfons towhom the faid certificate and
receipt fhall be fo given and granted, asthe lands or other immoveable property heid
en Roture of His Majefty, and to which the faid certificate fhall relate, of and from all,
cach and every the Lots et Ventes or mutation fines due or owing to His Majclty, upon.
the feveral fales, or A&ts equipolent to fales, enumerated in fuch Certificate, and neis
ther fuch Perfon or Perfons whofoever, nor fuch Lands or Immoveatle Property, fhall
at any time afterwards, be liable to or called upon, {ued, troubled, molefted or queltio-
ned for or in refpedt of fuch Lots et Venies or Mutation Fines, or any or cither of them,
or any part thereof ; Provided always neverthelels, thatif the fum of money in fuch -
Certificate mentioned, fhall not be paid to the fuid Receiver General, within the time
therein limited, the faid Certificate from and afier the day therein limited for the payment
of the fum of money, therein mentioned, fhall be abfolutely null and void, to all intents’,
and purpofes whatloeser, as if the fame had never been made, and all and each and
every the Lots et Ventes, upon the levcral Sales or Alls equipolent to Sales, in the faid’
Ceruficate mentioned, fhall be due to His Majefty, and fhall and may be recovered
wholly and entirely, without any deduélion or diminution whatfoever, any Law, Ufa-
ge or Cuftom to the contrary notwithfanding. )

X. And be it further enalled by the authority aforefsid, that if any Perfon or Per.’
fons, fhall fallely make, forge or counterfeit, or caufe or procure to be falfely made,
forged or counterfeited or willingly or knowingly a€t or affitt in the falle making, for-’
ging or counterfeiting, of any fuch Certificate or Receipt, as afcrefaid, or fhall coun-
terfeit the Signature or Signatures of the faid Commiflioners or of any or either of them,:
or of the Receiver General of this Provinee for the time being, to any fuch Certificate
or Receipt, or fhall alter or e1ale any authentic Cestificate or Receipt, made and execu-
ted by the faid Commiflioners or by the faid Receiver General, refpeétively, or fhall
utter or publifh, as true, any fuch falle, forged, counterfeited, altered cr eraled Certificate’
or Receipt, knowing the fame to be falfe, forged, counteifeited, altered or eraled ; all
and every Ifuch Perfon or Pcrions being thercof in due form of Law con'z\'itied?hin';

either
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the Commiffioners of His Majefty’s Trealury for the time being, in fuch manner and
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either of His Majefty’s Courts of King’s Bench in this' Province, thall be adjudged
guilty of Felony. ‘ v I

X1, And be it further enalled by the authority aforefaid, that the Powers herchy
vefted in the faid Commiffioners, fhall continue and be in force for the term of cne -
year, from the day on which this A& fhall receive His Majefty’s Royal Affent, and that
atthe expiration of the faid period of one year. the proceedings of the faid Commiffioners
and all Papers thereunto reluting in their pofleflion and cuftody, fhall by them be deli-
vered in the Office of the Clerk of the Papier Terrier of the King’s Domaine in this Pro.
vince, there:to remain for ever of Record. C ‘ '

XII. Andbeit further enated by the authority -afore‘aid, that all fuch tpnies as
fhall be colle@ted by virtue of this Att, fhall be accounted for to His Majefty, ‘through

form, as His Majefty thall dirett.

C AP 1V,

An AcT to explain and amend the Law refpeting Laft Wills and Tefta-

ments,

(8th April, 1801)

WHEREAS by the A& of the Fourteenth year of His Majefty’s Reign, intituled,
“ An A& for making more effeéiual Provifion for the Government of the Province of
“ Quebec in North America,” it is enalted, that every owner of Lands, Goods or Credits
in the faid Province, who has a right to alienate the faid Lands, Goods, or Credits in :
his or her life time, by Deed of Sale, Gift or oiherwife, may devife or bequeath ‘the
fame at his or her Death, by his or her Laft Will and Teflanient, dny'Lz(v_v,[ Ufage or
Cuftom, heretofore or now prevailing in the faid Province to the contrary hereof in
any wife notwithftanding, fach Will being executed, either according to the Laws of
Canada, or according to the forms prefcribed by thé Laws of England. And Whére-
as doubts and difficulties have arifen in'this Province, touching the true intent and
meaning of the faid A&, in this refpe€t: Be it therefore enalled by the King's moft
Excellent Majefty, by and with the advice and confent of the Legiflative Council and
Affembly of the Province of Lower Ganada, conflituted and affembled by virtue of
and under the authority of an A&, pafled in the Parliament of Great Britain, intituled :
 An A8 to repeal cevtain parts of an A& paffed in‘ihe fourteénik'year of His Majefly's Reign, =2
S intituled, * An AG for making more effetinal provifion for the Government.of the, Proyince
% of Quebec in North America, and to make further provifion’ for the ‘Government, of tbcfazfi
% Province,” And it is hereby enalted by the Authority of the fame, that it fhall’an
may be lawful, for all and every Perfon or Perfons, of found intellett and of age, ]
ving the legal exercife of their rights, to devife or ‘bequeath by Laft Will and Tefta-: 2
ment, whether the fame be made by a Hufband or Wife, ‘in‘favor. of each dther, or ip

favor of ‘one or more of their Children, as they:fhall fee miéet, or in faver of any other i
Perfon or Perfons whatfoever, all and every his or her Lands, Goods or Credits,
whatever be the tenure of fuch Lands, and whether they be, Propres, Acquets or Conguets

withou




