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An AcT for the Relief of Perfons holding Lands or immoveable Property of
js. Majefly, En roture, upon which Lots e4 Ventes, or Mutation Fines are

due.

(8th April, 1801)

Preammle.' T HEREAS the Collealon of the Lots et Ventes nowdue in the Cenive of your Ma.

jefly's Doimaine in this Province, to a certain extent and under certain modifica-
tions, is.ufk and expedient, but.without limitation would be injiurious in particular
cafes. Be ittherefore enaaed:by the King's moft Excellent Majefty. by and with the
advife aqdconfent cf the, Legiflative Council and Affembly of the Province of Lower-
Canada, conflituted and. affembled, by virtueof and under the authority of an A& paf-
fed in the Parliarnent of Grcat Britain, intituled, " An Ai to repeal certain parts of an

Ai pafed, i the fourteenth, year of His Majeßfl's Reign, intituled, I An Al for making
" more rfeual Provifion for the Governrnent of the Province of Quet-ec in North America, and

sovernor Im- to maeferher ProJfionfor theGovernment,oft1h¢efa4 P Rrovince," Andit. ishereby enac.-
powerd to aj- te,djy, th, authority Qf the, fa>UC, thatit; fha apd.rnay belawful, to and for the Goveri
pon fr rt p, Lieutenant Çov.ernor, or, Perfon. adminiftering, the Government of this Province,

execution of this for the tâme eing, by an ItfiruM nt . unr IpRrinents undershis'Hand and Seal at Arms,
to1nonae,and appoint, five perfpns tq be Gprpmiff gers fpr. th- due execution of this
Aa, ad of the, reveral powersand,tnufle rpofed under, and by virtue. thereof ; to re-

Toremove them rnOv' frOçm, timne to time the faid CommiffiQpers, or anygE thçm, anMd t appoint others,
and appoint o- in the, place and fleal of fuch as.fbal1 be. renov,ed, orflildie or refign their,trut..
thers in their ftrad -

Coverner im.-
povvered to ap-
point a CItTk to
the Cbmnmifrio.'
acts.

To removehim
and appoint ano-
ther ili hi, fiead.

Commiffioners
and.Clerk to take
an Oath.

II. Anl be it freeedy the atrity afqrefad, th.atitaI ndnay be law-
ful to..and for t, Çoveno.r,, Litteat GovrQgox.or, Perfw,adminiftering rthe Goyern-
rcnet.ofthis,1 rpvice for thew time, i.%, in likewnýne, y, an InfIrument, or, Ifiru-
ments 4ndeghisIxand apn I Sealat-Arms, tononrinate, and appoint as Gleik, to the a.
forefaidCqMqmifippers, andgo.alowht fucf.reafonablefalary.ae.he fliail think-maet;
and fromtime to tip a, h4is, difcreion, to .ifmifs and ciharge, fuch Ç lerks, and to,- ap-
p9iptanoj herenhis pþce; an -he faicd Çer hishereby enjoied faithfully, to exccut
and .formethe fervicesto hebf.q himrequiçpd4 ythç faid.Commiflioners, without. de

çn-g4orrpiying forfuch le> Ics,, apy, rçwa;d cr reconpeneeother thani fuchSaa.-.
rysas.flallbgf9foplpedt.

III. And be it further enaaed by the authority aforefaid, that the faid Commiffioners
and Clerk, before thcy fhall be capable of affing in the execution of this Ad, fhail feve-
rally take and fubfcribe before His Majefly's Chief Juftice of this Province, or any two
of the Puisne juflices of His Majelly's Court of King's Bench, for the Diflria of Qu( bec
an Oath to the effea following, that is to fay:

T he Oath. A B. dfwear, that I will faithf uy, impartially and honeßy, according Io the bfiß cf myfitll
and judgment, execule, the feveral trufis and pcwers repojed in me, under and by virtue o an

Ait of Plovincial Parlianent of Lcw'r Canada, inituled, An At lor the Relief of Perf ins
'holding Lands or Immoveable Property of His Majey, en Roture, upon whiih Lots et Ven.

tes or Mutation Fines are due,' according to the teior and purport of the fad d&I, So help
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16 C. g. Anno Quadragefino Primo G EORGl GIII. A. D. i8ot,

me, GOD; which Oath fo taken and fubfcribed, fhall be filed of record in the Office of
the Secretary of this Province.

y a oIa IV. And be it further enaaed by the authority aforefaid, that it fhall and may be law.
pecuniary compo. ful to and for the faid Commiffioners or any three of them, and they are hereby fully

r Loua and entirely authorifed and impowered, to accept of and from any perfon or perfons
whofoever, fuch pecuniary .compofition for Lots et Ventes or Mutation Fines, which
may be due by fuch perfon or perfons to His Majefly, at the paffing of this A&, for
any Sale or other Muration equipolent to the fale of any Lands or Immoveable Property
fituate iii tiis Province, and held of'His Majefly en Roture, or be payable to His Ma:-
jefty, and fecured upon any fuch Lands or Immoveable property, in the poffefInio of
fuch peion or perfone, and make fuch relinquifhment and rerniffion, upon each of fucli
Lots et Ventes or Mutation Fines, as they the faid Comnilfioners, or any three of them,
in their difcretion, according to the nature and circumifances of each particular cale,

Exception i Ihall deen juft and equitable. Provided always, that nothing in this Aâ contained,
*ertain caca. ihall authorife and impower, orbe conftrued to authorife or impower the faid Comnmif-

fioners or any of then, to accept of any pccuniary compofition or to make any relin-
quifinièrit or remiflion, whatever, in any cafe or cafes of Lands or Immoveable pro.
perty held of Hi. Majefly, en Rcture, upon which only one Lots et Ventes or Mutation
Fine is due, or in any cafe or cafes of Sale or of Mutations equipolent to fale of Land,
or immoveable Propcrty held of Hiis Majefly en Roiure, whereany fpecific fum of mo.
ney or any part cf the price of purchafe, fhall have been referved, fpccifically, by
contraa, in the hands of the Seller or Purchafer, to pay the Lots et Vente; thof? cafes
neverthelefs excepted, in which fuch Purchafer or Seller, fhall eftablhfh to the fatisfac-
tion of the laid Cornmillioners or any three of then, that he, fhe or thev, at thc time of
pafling this Aît, were not worth more than four times the anount of the Lots et Ven:es,
for the payment of which, fuch fpecific fum as aforefaid or fuch part df th- purchafe
muoney as alorefaid, fhall have been fo referved by hin, her or them refpedively.

Exemption in
favor of certain
perfons.

the cuftomnary
aatenient aiow-
cd whie e nly
o'Ie Loti et ;entes
ib due.

If paid within
12 mua-

V. Provided alfo and be t further enafter1, that ail and every perfon or perfons, who
ferved in defence of the City ot Queec, during the blockade thereof, in the year of our
Lord one thoufand feven hundred and feventy five, and who were then Proprietor or
Proprietors of any houfe or houfes, or other buildings in the faid City of Quebec, ou
which any Lots et Ventes were then due and owing to the Crown, which lioufe or houfes
or other buildingswere deftroyed by fire or otherwife, during the faid Blockade, all andi
every, fuch perfn or peifons, their Widows or heirs, who ara now Proprietor or Pro:
prietors of the ground on which fuch houfe or houfes or other buildings, as aforefail,
vere ereéled, fhall be enritled to a fuil and complete remiffion and difcharge of fuch

Lots et Ventes fo due, whch remilfion and difcharge, the faid Cominiffioners or any
three of them, are hereby authoridJ and required to grant.

VI. And be it further enaated by the atthority aforefaid, that in ail cafes of Lan:l or
Immoveable Property, fituate in this Province, and hJld of His Majelly en R!ture, upori
which only one Lot> t ventes or Mutation Fine is due, it fihal and nay be lawiul to and
for the Receiver General of this Province, and he is hereby required upon payment
thereof tohim, to make thereon the cuítomary abatenuent of one third: Proviided alwavs,
that fuch L:its et ventes or Mutation Fine be paid to t1i fai Receiver Gerieral, within
twelve Calendar Months, frorm the paffing of this A, -and if the fame be riot paid :ô

t h
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the faid Receiver General within the faid period of tw.elve Cal;endar Months fromthe
paffing of this A&, the Whole of luch Lots et vntes orMutation Firie, Ihall be dutp
Hisý djerly, and fhall and may be recovered wholly and entirely, withòut any deduc.
tion er dimnution wiatfoever 1 any .Law, Ufage orulpm.toth çont

VI. And be it further'enaaed by the authority aforefaid, that in all cares of Sae or
of Mutations, equipolent to fales of Land or Immoveable'property held of His Majed
en Roture, where any Lois et ventes or MutationFine is due, which hath been referved,
fpecially by contraa, in the hands of the Seller or Purchafer, as atorcfaid, for which a
com)pofitioi has not been accepted by the faid, Commiffioners, by virniue of this A&, it
fhall and may be lawful'to.and for the Récciver General of'this Province, ,and he is
hereby required, upon payrnent thereof, to him, to inake the cuflomary abatement of
one third. Provided alwy that ftich Lots et ventes fo referved, be paid to the faid Re-
ceiver General, whin t wie Calendar Months, from the pafling of thisA, and if
the fame bc not paid to the faid RecCiver Genéral, within twelve Calendar- Months fro41the pafling ôf this Aa. the whole cf f [ch Lt et ventes çr Mutation Fine, fo1referved
ffiall be due to his Najefj, and. 1huÀ aid naybe r.ec'overed wholly and entirely
withcut any dedudion or diniiîtioî whalver, any Law%, Ufage or CuflOm to the con-
trary notwithtanding. Piùvi d E fhlat in al' cafes where fuch Lots et vcntes or Mu-
taion Fines, hcà'e been fu rfer %ed iii the hands of tihe Sîller or Sellers, the recourfe of
His Ma; for the recoveîy'of fuch Lois et vente., fiall be, by perfonal Aélion againft
fuch Seller or Selleis only, waihout any recourfe whatever, againnf his widow* or his
heirs, nor againft ilie hiands or imnovc.ble property upen which fu h Lots et Ventes,
fo ifèrved, in the hands of'fuch Seller, are fecured ; which Lands and immoveable
property, foin fUch Lois et Verteà fo referved, in the bands of fuch Seller or Sellers0
fhall, by virtue of iis Aa, be wholly free, di(charged andexonerated, any Law,S.tatut-,.
Ufage or Culon'to the contrary niotwithftanding.

The Commif. VIII. And for the better exccution Of this Aâ, be it furtherenaefed by the autijority"uners t" meat aforefaid, that the fead Cominiflioners, or any three of them, fhalI have power to mcetin the City of rue
Quebec and rn. and fit fiom tiime to time, in fuch place, as they fhall find m'of convenicnt in the Cit>-
ceiea cxOanÌ. of Quebec; with or without adjournuient, and all'perforas fhall be at liberty, to delive
ne the laims of their refpedive claimîs, for a iClinquifhment and reriffion. upon any Lots et Ventes or3il Perfons fer a
Renifflori of mutation fines, which at the pafling of this AEt, hall by fuch'perfons, refpeively, be--
Lots et Ventes. due or owing to His Majefty, for any lale or mutation equipolent to the 'ale of an#

Iands or imnoveable property, fituate in this Province, and held of His Majefty
en Roture, or be fecured to His Majefty, upon any fuch Lands or imm.oveable property,
in the poflèffion of fuch perfon or perfons,. to the faid commiffioners, in writing, whô
ihall caule tl.e fainé to bc filed ancd preferved among their proeecdings; aiid the'faid
Commiffioneis, fhall alfo have power, to hear fuch perfons upon their refpedive claims,
by hemfelves or by their certain atornéy, lawfully appointed, when thèý or añyof'them
fihall require , to fcnd theni precept or preceptå, under their'hands ar'eïls,foè
fuch witneffeç as they the faid'Cornmiffioners or anv chree of therm, ,ihall thiik necef..
fary.to examine, andin like inanner, to call before thenri or any thrée of them, alIofficers
and otherperfons concernedin the management, colledion.or' recéipt of càfaaid
territorial révenue of the crown ini this Province, and every' and any part thereof, :id.
them the faid witneffes, officers and other prfons6 upon the fuibjeI mattr of any cla

tUem h ali W ca er fô eendin&l
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pending before them ihe- faid Commiffioners, to examine upon. Oath (which oath they-
the faid Commiffioners or any three of them are hereby 'authorifed to adminifter ;)
with full power and authority to infpea, perufe and have copies of all and fingular
papers and records,. maps, Terriers, accounts and other, written Documents, which
in any manner .or way relate to or concern the faid fubjea matter of fuch claims or,
any of them, in the cuflody or power of any public officer or office, without payment
of any fee or reward whatever, for fuch infpeaion, perufal or copies. And if any
perfon or perfons who fhall be examined upon oath or fhall make any affidavit
or depofition on oath, touching or concerning thé [ubjea matter of any fuch claim or
claims, fhall be guilty, of falfely and wilfully fwearing to any matter or thing, which
if the fame had been fworn in any caufe or lait, in.any of His Majefly's courts in this
Province, would have amounted to wilful and corrupt perjury, every perfon fo offend.
ing and being thereof convided, fhall incur the fame penaities and forfeitures as by,
the Laws and Statutes of this Province are provided, againfit perfons conviaed of wilful
and corrupt perjury.

commimioners IX. And be it further ena&ed by the authority aforefaid, that in all cafes, wherein
t .tiior ac-- by virtue of this A&, any pecuniary compofition, as aforfaid. fihalil in manner aforefaid
ment of eas et be accepted by the faid Commiffioners; it ihall and, may. be lawful to and. for
Conpofition ha& the faid Commifflioners, or any. three of. them to allow fuch time for the payment
been accepted. thereof, into the hands of the Receiv;er Gencral of this Province, as,.they the faid

. comrnifllioners, or any three of them fhalil fee fit; and in all cafes whatever,
by virtueof this Aa, wherein a pecuania y compofition as aourefaid fhall in manner
aforefaid be accepted by the faid Commiflioners, a certificate thereof fha'l be granted
by the faid Comniffioners, or any three of them, which fhall be expreffrd in
the words following, or as near thereto as may be, that is to fay, By the comnitlioners

The certirtcite. appointed by the U-1 of the Provincial. Parliament, intituled, " An Acr1 for the Reliefof
perfons holding land or immoveab-le property of His Majely en Roture upon w'zch Lots et
Ventes or mutation ines are due", " Th-fe are to certfy, that the faid Commi//oners have
agreed on'ihe part. of His Majefiy to accept f oin A. B. as and for a compofition for-all
SLots et Ventes due azd owiig at the ti e of pa thing the fa;d Ad, by the (aid A. B. to -His
Majely in con eq:ience of,' (here enumerate ihe different fales or A&s equipolent, to

fales, upon which the Loti et Ventes for which the compofition is accepted, have arifen,,
and briefly defcribe the propei y fold) " thefumi -carrent money ofthis

Province, ïo be paid by the jaid A. B3. into .he. handi ofte Receiver General of this Province
Sin-Mfrom the day of the date hercof Given under the hands of the faid
Conmioners at the Cîy cj Qtebec and daed the day of . ;" and at the

foot or onthe backof the laid certificate Ihall Le 'fTubfeibed or indorfed the following
words, or as near thereto as ma y be, " I A. B: with1 n or above named, do herey acknow-
6 ledge ihat the feveraI Lots et Ventes wi'hin or above enitmeratid making i the whole
; £ - current money of this. ProL'ince,, a q due, and owng to H Majey, by

me, and.jeired upon the property within deftr be& (if.'fuch be the. cale.) and I'do
hereby agree to the com pojiton accepLd by th ( w thun or abo've mentioned) Com..
mi»ioners, and to the terms. and couui ns fr ti payment thereof c.ontained. iz M/e
(within ôr above written) ccrtjicate and in the Ai thterein nentioned. Givens under
my hand the-" which faid certificate [ub.fcription and indor fenct, fhail

be figned by three. or more of the fid Comi nidoners, and by the perfon or perfons to
whorn fch certificate Ihall be f given ande ranted, rpedively in the prefence àoftwo
Iawful wimneffes, who lhail fbTcabe their names, as weil to the faid certificate, as to the

faid ,
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faid fubfcription or indorfement, and the faid certificate and Iubfcription or indorfe-
ment fhall in manner aforefaid, be executed double, and one fuch ce-rtificate with fuch
fubfcription or indorfement, executed as aforefaid, fhall be delivered to the perfon or
perfons in whofe favor fuch certificate fhall be given, and the other certifcale, with
fuch fubfcription or indorfement executed as aforfaid, lhall be kept by the faid Com-

nceiptto i miffioners and fhall be filed and preferved among their procecdings ; and upon:pay.
ment of the fum of moncy in the faid certificate menioned in the time therein mentio-
ned to the Receiver General of this Province, the faid Receiver Generai at the foot or
on the back of fuch certificate, fhall fubfcribe or indorfe a receipt therefor, which
Ihall be in the words and figures following, or as near thereto as may be, that'is to fay,

The Receipt " Received tbe d.y of-.-- of and *rom A. B. aboie (cr within)
named, the.fum of.. Current money, of the Province of Lower Canada, beng
the compoJirion moncy exprefcd in the abce (or within) written certilicate," figned E. F.

Receiver General : which laid receipt lhall be alfo figned in the prefence of two lawful
Certifcate and winfe

Receipt tobeen. Witneffes ; and fuch certiicate and rceCipt, Ihall be entered at, length of record by the
tered of record. faid Receiver General in a book by him for, that purpofe to be kept, and fuch certificate

Certificate and and receipt being fo executed by the' faid Commiffioners, and by the faid perfon orRecei pt fo enter.
cd, to exonerate- perfons, and fo entered of record, by the faid Receiver General, fhall effe3lually free. ex.
and difcharge, as
Weil the Perfons onerate and difcharge, as well the faid perfon, or perfons to whom the faid certificate and
to whon given receipt fhall be fo given and granted, as the lands or other immoveable property heldas the Land& &C. en Roture of His Majefty, and ·to which the faid certificate fhall relate, of and from a]),

each and every the Lots et Ventes or mutation fines due or owing to His Majlly, upon
the feveral fales, or A&s equipolent to fales, enumerated in fuch Certificate, and nei-
ther fuch Perfon or Perlons whofoever, nor fuch Lands or Immoveable Property, fliall
at any time afterwards, be liable to or called upon, fued, tioubled, molelled or quellio.
ned for or in refpea of fuch Lots et Ventes or Mutation Fines, or any or cither of them,

if.the moneY or any part thereof ; Provided always neverthelefs, that if the fum of money in fuch
Certificate "° o Certificate mentioned, Ihall not be paid to the faid Receiver Genetal, wihin the time
paid, within the therein limited, the faid Certificate from and after the day therein limited for the payment
certimiratedo bc of the fum of money, therein mentioned, [hall b, abfolutely null and void, to all intents
null andvoid. and purpofes whatfoe\ er, as if the fame had never been made, and all and each and

every the Lots et Ventes, upon the feveral.Sales or AEts equipolent to Sales, in the faid'
Certificate mentioned, ihali be due to His Majefty, and fhall and may be recovered
wholly and entirely, without any dedudion or diminution whatfoever, any Law, Ufa-
ge or Cuftom to the contrary notwithllanding.

Perrona con- X. And be it further enaaed by the authority aforefaid, that if any Perfon or Per.'
Vi&ed of Foring fons, fhall falfely make, forge or counterfeit, or caufe or procure to be falfely made,ceunterfeiting
&c.the certficate forged or counterfeited or wil-lingÌy or knowingly a& or afflil iii the filfe making, for.

or rcript &c.
Cuityo Fleiony, ging or counterfeiting, of any fuch Certificate or Receipt, as aferefaid, or fhall coun-

terfeit the Signature or Signatures of the faid Commiflioners or of any or either of them,-
or of the Receiver General of this Province for the time being, to any fuch Certificate
or Receipt, or fhall alter or claie any authentic Cettificate or Receipt, made and execu.
ted by the faid Commiffioners or by the faid Receiver General, refpe&ively, or fhall
utteror publifh, as true, any fuch fdlfL, forged, counterfeited, altered or erafed Certificate
or Receipt, knowing the fame to be falfe, forged, counteifeited, altered or era[ed ; all
and every fuch Perfon or Perfons being thercof iii due form of Law convit:ed, in.

either
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either of His Majefty's Courts of King's Bench in this Province, 1hall be adjudged
guilty of Felony.

Xi. And be it further enaaed by the authority aforefaid, that the Powers here6y
vefted in the faid Commiffioners, ihali continue and be in force for the term of one
year, from the day on which this Aa ihail receive His Majefy's Royal Affent, and that
atthe expirationof thefaid period of one year. ihe proceedings of the faid Commiffioners
and all Papers thereunto rehiting in their poffeffion and cuftody, lhall by them be deli-
vered in the Office of the Clerk of the Papier Trrier of the King's Domaine in this Pro-
vince, there-to remain for ever of Record.

XII. And be it further enaaed by the authority 'afore'aid, that all fuch fnpnies as
fhail be colle&ed by virtue of this Ad, fhall be accounted for to His MajefÿY,'through
the Commiffioners of His Majefay's Treafury for -the time being, in fuch manner and
form, as His Majefly ihail dirct.

C A P.
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An ACT to explain and amend the Law refpeaing Lait Wills and TeRa-
ments.

(8th April, i8oi)

lreanbie. - HEREAS by the A&t of the Fourteenth year of His Majeftys Reign, intituled,VV" An Ad for mnaking more efedual Proviflon for the Government of the Provirce ct
" Quebec in Norih America," it is ena&ed, that every owner cf Lands, Gdods or Credits

Claure in Aa in the faid Province, who bas a right to alienate the faid Lands, Goods, or Credits in
4 Geo. III. re- his or ber life time, by Deed of Sale, Gift or oîberwife, nay devife or bequeath 'the

fame at bis or her Death, by his or her Laft Wili and Teflanient, any Law, Ufage or
Cuftom, heretofore or now prevailing in the faid Province to the contrary hereof in
any wife notwithflanding, fuch Will being executed, either according to the Laws f
Canada, or according to the forms prefcribed by thé Laws of Erigland. And Where-
as doubts and difficulties ha>e arifen in this Province, touching the true mutent and
meaning of the faid Aal, in this refpe&: Be it therefore enaaed by the King's rint
Excellent Majefly, by and with the advice and confent of the'Legiflative Council ar,4
Affembly of the Province of Lower Canada, conflituted!and affemubled by virtue_ 9g
and under the authority of an A, paffed in the Parliamen.t of Great Britain, intle ,

' An Ad to repeal certain parts of an AL pafed inihefourt tkear o] HiyMàiefl s Regn,
" intituted, " An Ad for making more eli1ttal prov/iionfor the Government oft ePr4vince
" of Quebec in North America, and to make further provifinor ke'Govârnien of te a

'.Province," And it is hereby enaaed by the Authority of the farne, th't ifhall and -
PerÇons havin *-

he legal exarcife may be lawful, for all and every Perfon or Perfons, of found irtellea d of age,.
f their Rights, ving the legal exercife of their rights, to devife or bequeath by Laif Wil[ nd Tef a
riay devife orbe
ucth bylaft'°ili ment, whether the fame be made by a Hufband or Wife, i favorof eac dtier r i

nd tenament favor of.one Or more of their Children, as they fhall fee medt, or in favor fany othe.r :"heir Eats&c. Perfon or Perfons whatfoever, all and every bis or her Lande, Goods ôr _rliti,?
whatever be the tenure of fuch Lands, and whether they be, Propres, Acquets or Conguetsw

without
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