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containeds fhall extend to alter or prejudice the Rightof His Majeﬁf, His Heirs or
Succeflor s, or thofe of any Perfon or Pexfons, or Body Politic or Corporave whatfoever,.

not particularly mentioned in this A&.

XVI. And beit further enaed by the Authority aforefaid, that this A fhall be -

Public Att.

) deemed and taken to be a Public Att, and all Judges, Juftices and other Perfons are .
hereby required to take notice thereof as fuch, without the fame being fpecially plea
ded, ' ‘ ;

C A P, XVIL
o An Act for the Eftabliliment of Free Schools and the Advancement of
Learning in this Province. : . - '
8ih.. April 1801, Prefented for His Majeﬁy’s Aflent and Referved ¢ for the ﬁgni-‘
- fication of His Majefty’s Pleafure ‘thereon,”. - o S ‘
#7th, April 1802, Affented to by His Majefty in His Privy Cpuncﬂ. L |
o 22th Auguft 1802, The Royal Affent fignified by Proclamation of His Excellency
L ~ the Lisutenant Governor ' ' '

MOST GRACIOUS SOVEREIGN,

Preamble. WHEREAS Your Majefly from your Paternal Regard, for the welfare and profe .
perity of your Subjetts of this Province; hath been moft gracioufly pleafed to
give dire&ions, for eftablithing of a competent number of Free Schools for the inftruc«
_ tion of their Children, in the firft Rudiments of ufeful Learning, and alfo occafion may
require, for Foundations of a more enlarged and comprehenfive nature; And whereas -
Your Majefty hath been further moft gracioufly pleafed to fignify.your Royal Intene
tions, that a fuitable proportion of the Lands of the Crown, be fet’a part, and the reves
_ nue thereof appropriated to-fuch purpofes, Therefore We, Your Majefty’s  Faithful .
~ and Loyal Subjeéts, the Legiflative Council -and Affembly of your Province of Lower ..
Canada, with the moft lively gratitude for this new inftance of Your Majefty’s Patera
nal Attention, to the wants of - Your - Majefty’s Subjeéts, and ‘defirous to contribute " -
every thing in our power, for the execution of a plan fo peculiarly. beneficial to'the
rifing Generation, do moft humbly befeech Your Majefty, that it may be enalled, and -
be it enatted by the King’s Moft: Excellent Majefty by and with Advice and - Confent - -
of the Legiflative Council and' Affernbly of the Province of Lower-Canada, conftituted -
and affembled by virtue and underthe Authority of an Att, pafled in the Parliament g
of Great Britain, intituled, * An A& to. repeal “certain” parts of an A& pafled in .-
¢ the fourteenth Year of His Majefty’s Reign, intitaled, *“ An. Ad - for making  more ks
¢ effectual Provifion for the Government. of the Provincé of Quebec in North America,” - And T
% to make further provifion for the Government of the laid Province;” “And itis here. -
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by enalled by the authority aforefaid, that it fhall and may be lawful to and for Hi&':

Excellency the Governor, Lieutenant Governor, or Perfon adminiftering the Govern-
ment of this Province for the time being, by an Infirument under the Great Seal of
this Province, to conftitute and appoint fuch and fo many perfons, as he fhall fee fit,
to be Truftees of the Schools of Royal Foundation in this Province, and cf all
ether Inftitutions of Royal Foundation, to be hereafter cftablithed for the advancement
of Learning therein, as alfo for the management and adminiftrazion,- improvement and:
amelioration of all ERates and Property, moveable or immoveable, which thall in any
manner or way whatfocver, be hereafier appropriated to the faid Schcols and Inftitu<
tions, for the purpoles of FEducation and the advancement of Learning, within this Proe .

vince, to remove from time to iime, the faid Truftees or any or either of them, andto

appoint others to be the fucceffors of fuch as fhall be fo removed, or fhall die, or refign
their Truft. : .

II. And be it furthcr enalted by the authority aforefaid, that the faid Truftees and’
their Succeflors, to be named in manner herein before dire€ed and appointed, fhall be |
and they are hereby declared to be, a Body Corporate and Politic, in name and in deed,.
by the name of ¢ The Royal Inflitution for the Advancement of Legrning,” and'that by

the fame name, they thall have perpetual Succeffion and a Common Seal, with power i

to change, aiter, break and make new the fame, when and as often as they fhall judge
the fame to be expedient, and that they and their ‘Succeflors, by the fame nane, may
fue and be fued, implead and be impleaded, anfwer and be anfwered unto, in all or

‘any Court of Record or Places of Judicature within this Province, and that they and

their Succeffors, by the name aforefaid, fhall be able and capable in Law, to purchafe,
take, have, hold, receive, enjoy, poflefs and retain, without licence in mortmzin or Letw
tres damortiffement, all Mefluages, Lands, Tenements and Immoveable Property, mo-

ney, goods, chattles and moveable Property, which hereafter thall be paid, given, grant

ed,purchalcd, appropriated, devifed or bequeathed in any manner or way whatfoever for.
and in favor of the faid Echools and Inftitutions of Royal Foun‘d‘ation,‘ to and for the
purpofes of Education and the Advancement of Learning, within this Province, and
do, perform and execute, all and every lawful A& and Thing, in as full and ample - *.
manner and form, to all intents, conftruétions and purpofes, as any other Body Politic - -
or Corporate, by Law, may or ought to do, : , IR

IIL, And be it further enalled by the authority aforefaid, that all Lands, Mefluae
ges, Tenements and Hereditaments and Immoveable Property, and all rents, fam
and fums of money charged upon, and ifluing or payable out of any Mefluages, Lands
Tenements, Hereditaments or Immoveable Property, and all fum or.fums of meney:
goods chattles, cffefts or moveable Property, which fhall hereafier be paid, gis |
ven, granted, purchafed, appropriated, devifed or bequeathed in any manner o.r’ Way
whatfoever, for and in favour of the laid Schools and Inftitutions of Royal Foundation,;
to and for the purpofes of Education and the Advancement, of Learning within this .

Province, fhall and the fame are hereby velted, inthe faid Truftees and their Succeflors,

to and for the ules, and purpofes herein mentioned, detlared and enatted, concerning - -
: o C - : the
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the fame;_and that the faid Truftees, or-the major part of them, fhall and may have:
power and authority, to demile, let and leafe, fuch Mefluages, Lands, Tenements, Heraa -
ditaments and immoveable property, as {hall or may be fo as aforefaid given, granted, =
purchafed, appropriated, devifed or bequeathed, for-any term of years not exceeding.
twenty one years, and have, take and receive the rents, iffaes and profits, thereof,
Provided always, that the faid Truftees, from time to- time, fhall pay or caufeto be ..
paid, into the hands of the Receiver General of this Province for the time being, all-

‘and every fuch rents, iffues and profits, fum and fams of money, which chsy fhall

receive by virtue of this A&, forthwith upon the reccipt thereof, fubjet to the dilpos
fiion of His Excellency, the Governor, Lieutenant Governor or -Perfon adminiftering

the Government of this .Province, to and for the purpofes of this A&, by Warrant.
under his Hand and Seal ; and the faid Receiver General is hereby required to receive -

are by him accounted for, to His Majefty; through the Commilfioners of His Majefty’s
"Trealury, for the ume being, as the Crown fhall dire&t. '

1V. And be it further enaGed by the authority aforefaid; that, it fhail and r'n‘:;y be
lawful, to and for the Governor, Lieutenant Governor or Perfon adminiftering the
Seal of this Province, from time to time, to nominate a Prefident’ or Principal of theﬂ

faid Corporation, hereby ere€ed, and fuch other Officers, Clerks and Servants, as he
fhall judge neceflary, for the well ordering and governing of the affairs and bufinefs of < *

~ the faid Corporation, to fix the place, times and ‘manner in which the faid Corporation

fhall affemble, and the number and defcription of Members which fhall be requifite, .

 for tranfa€ling the bufinefs of the {aid Corporation, and for the exccution of the. truft
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repofed in them ;- and the Prefident and fuch number.of Members of the faid - Corpoa - -
ration, which fhall be o fixed, being aflémbled, at fuch place and times, and in fuch

manner as {hall be alfo {o fixed, fhall have full powerand authority, to make, ordain "~ -
and conflitute fuch and fo mariy Bye.laws, Rules, Orders, Conltitutions and  Ordi=. -
nances, not repugnant to the Statutes, Cuftoms or Laws of this Province, or theex. "=
prefs Regulations of this A€, as to them, or the greateft part of them, then and thére *
prefent, fhall be judged neceffary and expedient, as well for the direion; condact -
and government of the faid Corporation of the Free Schools of Royal Foundation of
this Province, and all other Inftitutions of Royal Foundation for'the Advancement of
Learning, which fhall be hereafter eftablithed within this Province, and of the ' Matters,

and adminiftration, improvement and ' amelioration of all eftates ‘and. property, mo=
veable’and immovcable, which thall in'any mauner.or way e hercafter. paid, given,
granted, purchafed, appropriated, devifed ot bequeathed, inany mannér or way for ="
and in favour of the faid Schools and 1nfitutions of ‘Royal Foundation; for the pure
pofes of Education and the advancement of Learning:within' this Pfovince. . Provided
‘always, neverthelels; that no fuch Law, Rules, "Orders, Conftitutions ‘or Ordinances,:
fhall have any force or effet until the fame: “fhall‘have been fanctioned and confirmed

‘.
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by the Governor, Lieutcnant Governor or Perfon adminiftering the Government -of.
this Province, for the time being, under his Hand and Seal at Arms, Provided " alfo,
that nothing herein before contained fhall extend, or be confirned to extend to, or prea
judice direlly or indirc&lly, the Religious Communities that now exift de fafto, nor to .
any School or Houfe of Inftru&ion that exifts alfo de faélo in this Province, nor'toany
Corporation legally eftablithed or that (hall be eftablithed by Law in this Province,
nor to any private School or other private Eflablithment, by Individuals for the pur. -
pofes of Education now made, or hereafter to be made. : :

’

V. And beit further enafted by the authority aforefaid, that when and fo often as
it fhall be judged expedient by the Governor, Lieutenant Governor or Perfon admi-
niftering the Government of this Province, to ere& one or more Free Schools in any

I3

Parifh or Townfhip of this Province, it {hall and may be lawful, to and for the Gover-

nor, Lieutenant Governor or Perfon adminiftering the Government of this Province, = -

by an Infirument, under his hand and Seal at Arms, to declare the. fame and to nomi. -
nate and appoint two or more Perfons 1efiding in the County, wherein fuch Parifh or
Townfhip may be fituated, for the purpofle of erelting one or more School-houfes
with convenient appartments for one or more School-Mafters, 1n fuch' Parith or -
Townfhip, to remove from time to time, fuch Perfons or either of them, and to ap«"
point others in the place and ftead of fuch as fhall be removed or fhall die, or refign .
their truft, and the faid Perfons {o nominated and appointed, fhall be-and they are: ..
hereby conftituted Commiffioners, for the purpefes aforefaid, - S

V1, And be it further ena&ted by the authority aforefaid, that the faid Commiffio~
ners, being fo appointed, fhali forthwith after due confideration, fix upon fome cons - |
venient Lot or L.ots of ground in fuch Parifh or Townthip, whereon fuch School-houfe -
or School houfes may be ereéted, and fhall alfo fix upon the dimenfions of the faid
School houfe or Schuol-houfes to. be erelted,” which fhallnot in any cafe exceed,.
eighty feet in length and forty feet in breadth, ‘and fhall contain the appaxtmems pro=

per and convenient, for the refidence of the School-Mafter or School-Malters therein, °
Provided always, that the fituation of fuch Lot or Lots of ground and the dimen.

by His Excellency the Governor, Licutcnant Geovernor or Perfon adminiftering the .
Government of this Province for the time being, before the fame fhall be finally .
fixed upon. : - L ,

VII. And beit further enadted by the authority aforefaid, that when fuch Lot or "
Lots of ground fhall be fo fixed upon, with fuch approbation as aforefaid, the-faid
Commifioners or any two of them, in each of the faid Diftriéts refpe@ively, fhall: -
as foon as may be, contra& for the abfolute purchafe of the faid Lot or Lots of ground - -
in fuch Panih as aforefaid, for the purpofe of ereéling thereon, fuch School-houfe

- e
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or School-houfes in fuch manner as is herein after dire€ted, which Lot or Lots of
ground, fo to be purchafed, fhall be conveycd to the Royal Inftitution for the Advane
cement of Learning,

VIIL. And be it further enafted by the ¢ ity aforefaid, that the School-houles
with convenient appartments for the Schooi-M. ~= hercin before mentioned, thall
be erefled and compleated by the Inhabitants of the sownlhip or Parith as the cafe
may be, in which in manner aforcfaid, it fhall be found expedient to ereft the fame,
and to this end, it [hall and may be lawful, when fuch Lot or Lots of ground as afore«
faid fhall be fixed upon and conveyed iu manner aforefaid, to and for the Commif«
fioners, fo as aforefaid appointed, to iffue their Warran’  nder their Signatures, appoint-

" ing the Church-Wardens of the Pasifh or Parifhes, in  ich fuch School-houfes are to
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be ercéted, to be Sindics for the cre€tion of the fame,  d requiring them or any (wo
of them, to make an cflimate of the fum to whieh the  eflion of fuch School-houfes
may amount. And alfo to make an A& of reparitio. tiercof afligning what cach
Inhabitant in the Parifh or Parifhes, in  vhich fuch School-houfes are to be
erefted, in manner aforefaid, fhall be 1 Id to pay and furnith, which eftimate
and repartition thall be made in like man er asis now prc ided for the ercition of
Churches and Parlonage Houfes and fhal by the Church Wardens or any two of
them, be laid before the Commiffioners aforefaid, who or a majority of them, are
Lereby authorifed to homologate or rejeft the faine, and the laid repartition being.
homologated, fhall be binding on ull the parties concerned therein ; and the Church
Wardens or any one of them, may compe! each and every of the Inhabitants aforefaid,
to pay and farnifh lus or her proportion in conformity to the faid repartition ; And in
cafe of refufal or ncgle@t, it fhall and may be lawful, to levy by Warrant of diftrefs
and fale of the Goods and Chattles of fuch defaulter, to be granted on the Oath of
ene or more credible Witnels or™Witnelles, and iffued undcr the hand and feal of any
Juttice of the Peace, afling in the Diftri€t wherein fuch negle@ or rcfufal fhall be
made : rendering the overplus, if any there be, to the faid defaulter, after dedutting
the cofls and charges of fuch diftrcls and fale. Provided always, that no profecation
fhall be commenced for fuch refufal or negleét, until fiftecn days after the repartition
homologated, as aforementioncd, fhill have been publifhed, by one of the Church- .
Wardens aforefaid, at the Church-door of the Parifh in which fuch School-houfes
arc to be ereted, on a Sunday or Holy day after the morning fervice, Provided alfo,

that no School- houfe or School-houfes fhall be ercéted in manner aforefaid in any

Parifh or Townthip, unlefs a majority-of the Inhabitants of fuch Parifh or Townfhip,

fhall prefent a Petition to His Excellency the Governor, Lieutenant Governor, or

Perfon adminiftering the Government for the time being, praying to havea School
or Schools eftablifhed therein, or unlefs a certain number of the Inhabitants of any

Parith or Townthip fhall, in hke manner prefent a Petition, praying to have a School«

houfe, and undertake to build the fame at their own expence: ‘

1X. And be it further cnaited by the authority aforefaid, that it fhall be the duty
of
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of the faid Commiffioners, to fuperintend the ereftion of the School houfes and A«
partments as aforefaid, within the limits of their Commiffions relpettively ; And when
and fo foon as the fame fhall be compleated, to give information thereof to the Gover«
nor, Lieutenant Governor, or Perfon admxm&ermg the Government of this Province
for the time being,

X. And be it further enaéted by the authonty aforefaid, that it {hall and may be
lawful, to and for the Governor, Licutenant Governor or Perfon adminiflering the
Government of this Province, by an Inftrument under his hand and Seal at Arms, to
nominate and appoint one or more &t and proper perfon or perfons, to be the School-
mafter or School mafters of every Free School of Royal Foundation, to be-eftablifhed

‘and ercflrd by virtue of this A&, to remove, from time to time, {uch School Mafter or

School Mallers and to appoint another or others in the place and flead of fuch as
fhall be fo removed, or fhall die or refign his or their truft; and to fix and detera
mine the Salary or annual ftinend to be allowed to fuch School Mafter or School Mas-
ters, and that from and after the pafling of this A&, no fuch Mafter or Mafters fhall
teach in any Free School of Royal Foundation hereafter 10 be eftablithed, without a
Commiffion for that purpofe firlt had and obtained, from the Governor, Licutenant«
Governoi or Perfon adminiftering the Government of this Province, for the time bemg,
under his hand and Seai at Arms, :

XI. And be it further enadted by the authority aforefaid, that when any School
or School houles, ercted by virtue of this adt, in any Panih or Townihip in this
Province fhall require repair, the fame, fhall be repaired by the Inhabitants of the
Parifh or Towntfhip, in and for which the fame fhall be ere&ed, and in the fame man-’
ner and form, as is herein provided for xhe eretion of School houfes.

X1I. And be it further enafied by xhe authority afoxefaxd, that the School houfes
ere@ed by vittue of this Adl, fhali and may beappropriatedto the fittings of the
Circuit Cuurts or any other of His Majefly’s Courts which may be held inany Pa
3ifh in which fuch School houfe is erefied, and for holdzno the Polls for the elec- -
tion of Members to ferve in the Provincial Parliament, when the fame thall be
held in any Parifh in which fuch School houfe is ereled, S :



