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At the General Assembly of the Province of Nova Scotia, begun and holden at Halifax, on 
Thursday, the Fourteenth Day of February, 1822, in the Third year of the Reign of our 
Sovereign Lord George the Fourth, by the Grace of God, of the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith &c. &c. and ended on the Third Day of March, 
in the Second Year of the Reign of our Sovereign Lord George the Fourth, being the First 
Session of the Twelfth General Assembly, convened in the said Province.  
 
3 George IV – Chapter 24 
 
An Act more effectually to secure the Payment of the Provincial Duties of Excise, and to 
prevent Frauds in the Collection of the Provincial Revenue.  
 
Whereas dutiable articles to a large amount are smuggled into this province from the other 
British colonies in North-America, and frauds have been committed in obtaining drawbacks 
of the duties secured in this province, under pretence of exporting the same to some of the 
said colonies: for remedy whereof: 
 
I. Be it enacted by the Lieutenant-Governor, Council and Assembly, that, from and after 
the publication hereof, it shall not be lawful for any collector of impost and excise, to grant 
any drawback of the duties on goods exported, until the same shall have been passed and 
allowed by the commissioners of the revenue.  
 
II. And be it further enacted, that hereafter, the said commissioners of the revenue shall 
not allow any drawback of the duties on goods exported from this province to Canada, 
Prince Edward Island, Newfoundland or New-Brunswick, unless the person or persons 
claiming such drawback, shall produce, in addition to the certificates which the law at 
present requires, a certificate under the hand and seal of the proper officer or officers, who 
collect at, and receive the provincial duties of, the said before-named colonies or provinces, 
of all the duties due and payable to His Majesty in such colonies or provinces, whether the 
same be imposed by a British act or acts of parliament, or by any provincial statute or 
statutes, ordinance or ordinances: and such certificate shall specify, that all the duties due 
and owing to His Majesty, as aforesaid, upon the goods mentioned in the export permit, 
granted in this province, have been duly paid or secured, according to law, in the colony or 
province, to which the same shall have been exported as aforesaid; and in case the said 
commissioners of the revenue, after examining the certificates by law required to obtain a 
drawback of duties, shall have any reasonable doubt as to the right of the party claiming the 
same, it shall be lawful for the said commissioners to suspend the allowance of such 
drawback, and to require the party claiming to produce such further proof respecting the 
export, landing, and paying of said duties, as the said commissioners may think sufficient to 
remove any reasonable doubts they may entertain respecting the justice of such claim; and 
if the party making such claim, shall neglect or refuse to produce such further proof, within a 
reasonable time to be allowed by the said commissioners, it shall and may be lawful for the 
said commissioners to reject and refuse the claim for such drawback.  
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And, to put a stop to the smuggling into this province, from any of the said British colonies or 
provinces in North-America, any goods, wares and merchandise, subject to a provincial duty 
of impost and excise: 
 
III. Be it enacted, that the master and owner or owners of any ship or vessel, on board of 
which any goods, wares or merchandise, subject to a duty of impost and excise, shall have 
been imported and brought into this province, from any of the said British colonies in North-
America, and on which the duties due as aforesaid, shall not have been duly paid or secured 
according to law, such master, owner or owners, over and above the penalties and 
forfeitures to which they are at present liable, shall each severally forfeit and pay to His 
Majesty for each and every such offence, a penalty not less than ten pounds, nor exceeding 
one hundred pounds, over and above being bound jointly or severally to pay to His Majesty 
the full amount of the duties due on the goods clandestinely landed from such vessel or 
vessels; and all and every person concerned in exporting to this province, from any of the 
said British colonies or provinces, or in bringing in, importing landing, receiving, or helping to 
land or receive, into this province, or in any shape having in his or their possession any 
goods, wares or merchandise whatsoever, whereon the duties of impost and excise shall not 
have been paid or secured as the law directs, each and every such person, for each and 
every such office, over and above the penalties and forfeitures to which they may be at 
present liable, shall each severally pay to His Majesty a penalty not to exceed, as aforesaid, 
one hundred pounds, nor less than ten pounds, besides being each jointly and severally 
liable to pay to His Majesty, the full amount of the duties of impost and excise, payable on 
all or any of the said goods, wares and merchandizes, so by then or either of them imported, 
brought, landed and received, from any place whatsoever, or helped to be landed or 
received, or who may have the same in possession, if such duties shall not have been 
previously paid or secured as the law directs.  
 
IV. And be it further enacted, that if any person or persons in this province, shall hereafter 
grant or give any certificate or document, in writing, stating therein, that any goods, wares 
or merchandize, whatsoever, have been landed or put on shore in this province, for the 
purpose of enabling any person to obtain the drawback allowed in the united states, or any 
of the provinces or colonies in North-America, such person or persons, if unable to prove 
that the goods, wares and merchandise, so specified in any such certificate, have duly paid, 
or secured, in this province, the duties of impost and excise due thereon, shall, for each and 
every such offence, severally pay a like penalty, not exceeding one hundred pounds, nor less 
than ten pounds, over and above being either jointly or severally liable to pay the full 
amount of the duties due on the goods, wares and merchandise, specified in such certificate 
or certificates, document or documents; and every person or persons, convicted of granting 
any such false certificate, shall, after such conviction, be forever after rendered incapable to 
serve His Majesty, in any office of trust or confidence, within this province, notwithstanding 
any commission or appointment, given to, or made in favor, of such person or persons so 
convicted as aforesaid.  
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V. And be it further enacted, that no suit or prosecution of any kind, under all or any of the 
provincial revenue laws, shall hereafter be commenced or prosecuted, unless the same shall 
have first been ordered and directed to be commenced and prosecuted, by the 
commissioners of the revenue, and all such suits and prosecutions, shall be commenced, 
prosecuted and tried, in the exchequer side of His Majesty’s supreme court, or in the inferior 
court of common pleas, for the county or district in which the cause of action shall arise; and 
the certificate of the said supreme court, or inferior court, in which any revenue cause shall 
hereafter be prosecuted, shall be sufficient to bar the party or parties concerned in such 
prosecution, from any suit or action for or on account of any act, matter or thing, which shall 
have been the subject matter of such prosecution, in case the said certificate shall specify 
that there was a probable and reasonable ground for such proceeding.  
 
VI. And be it further enacted, that all certificates and copies of official papers, if duly and 
properly proved to be certified under the hand and seal of the principal officer or officers of 
His Majesty’s customs, or of the officer or officers employed in receiving or collecting the 
provincial revenue, in any of His Majesty’s colonies or plantations in North-America or the 
West-Indies, shall and may be received as evidence, on any trial or prosecution carried on 
under and by virtue of this act, or any other the revenue acts of this province.  
 
VII. And be it further enacted, that hereafter the collectors of impost and excise, in addition 
to the bonds by law directed to be taken, as security for the payment of the duties of impost 
and excise, shall taken from the principal and sureties named in every bond, a warrant of 
attorney by them duly executed under their hands and seals, directed to the attorney or 
solicitor general, authorising them, or either of them, if any sum or sums of money shall 
have become due and unpaid on the bond to which such warrant refers, to appear either in 
the supreme court, during any of its sittings, or before the Chief-Justice, or any of the judges 
of the same court, and to confess judgment, in the names and on the behalf of the persons 
who are the King’s debtors, under and by virtue of any such bond, for the full amount of the 
sum thereby secured and promised to be paid to the King; and it shall be lawful for the said 
supreme court, chief justice or judges to direct the prothonotary of such court to file such 
bond and warrant of attorney, and the plea of confession so to be made by the said attorney 
or solicitor-general, and to cause a judgment to be entered, docketed and signed, in the 
books in which the judgments of the said court are usually entered, for the amount of the 
debt secured in such bond, together with the cost, and it shall and may be lawful to sue out 
execution on behalf of the king, for the amount of the debt and costs specified in every such 
judgment.  
 
VIII. And be it further enacted, that it shall not be lawful, for any collector of impost and 
excise within this province, to take or permit any person to join as surety in any bond for the 
payment of duties, if such person shall have already suffered a suit to be commenced 
against him, by reason of his not paying any bond entered into by him, as principal for the 
security of any such duties as aforesaid.  
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IX. And be it further enacted, that this act, and every matter and thing contained therein, 
shall be and continue in full force for one year, and from thence to the end of the next 
session of the general assembly.  
 


