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At the General Assembly of the Province of Nova Scotia, begun and holden at Halifax, on 
Tuesday, the Twelfth day of December, 1820, in the First year of the Reign of our Sovereign 
Lord George the Fourth, by the Grace of God, of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith &c. &c. and ended on the Third Day of March, in the 
Second Year of the Reign of our Sovereign Lord George the Fourth, being the First Session of 
the Twelfth General Assembly, convened in the said Province. From Wiilliam Hill & W. B. Bliss, 
The Statutes at Large, passed in the General Assemblies held in His Majesty’s Province of 
Nova Scotia: from the Year 1817, to the year 1826, inclusive (vol. 3). Halifax: John Howe & 
Son, 1827. 
 
1 & 2 George IV – Chapter 39 
 
A Bill to Incorporate the Governors of the Dalhousie College, at Halifax. 
 
Whereas, our most Excellent Sovereign George the Fourth, hath been graciously pleased to 
signify His royal will and pleasure, to the Right Honorable George, Earl of Dalhousie, late His 
Majesty’s Lieutenant-Governor of this province of Nova-Scotia, and now His Majesty’s North 
American Dominions, that a college for the education of  youth in the higher branches of 
science and literature, as they are taught in the college or university of Edinburgh, in Great-
Britain, should be established at Halifax in Nova-Scotia; and that the sum of nine thousand 
seven hundred and fifty pounds, of current money of Nova-Scotia, belonging to His Majesty, 
in the hands of the said earl of Dalhousie, should be appropriated and applied to the use and 
service of the said college; and whereas, the sum of two thousand pounds of like money has 
been granted by the general assembly of Nova-Scotia, for the purpose of finishing and 
completing a building to be erected. And whereas, the sum of four thousand seven hundred 
and fifty pounds have been expended on a building erected for the purpose, on the lot of 
ground, the property of His Majesty, known by the name of the Grand Parade, facing St. 
Paul’s church in Halifax, and the residue of the said sum of nine thousand seven hundred 
and fifty pounds hath been expended in the purchase of eight thousand seven hundred and 
eighty-nine pounds nine shillings and six pence, in the three per cent consolidated annuities, 
standing in the name of the Right Honorable George, Earl of Dalhousie, the Honorable 
Sampson Salter Blowers, and the Honorable Michael Wallace, as an endowment for the use 
and service of the said college or seminary of learning at Halifax.  
 
And whereas, it is expedient for the more perfect establishment of the said college, and for 
incorporating the trustees and members thereof, for the purposes aforesaid, and for such 
further endowment thereof, as to His Majesty shall seem meet: 
 
I.  Be it therefore enacted by the Lieutenant-Governor, Council and Assembly, and by 
authority of the same, that, upon the same land, and in the building or buildings so erected 
or to be erected thereon, in the town of Halifax aforesaid, there shall be established, from 
this time, one college, for the education of youth and students in the higher branches of 
science and literature, as they are commonly taught in the college or university of Edinburg 
aforesaid, and to be called Dalhousie College; and that the said George, Earl of Dalhousie, 
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Governor-General of His Majesty’s North-American dominions, or the Governor-General 
thereof for the time being; Sir James Kempt, Knight Grand Cross of the most Honorable 
Military Order of the Bath, Lieutenant-Governor of the said province of Nova-Scotia, or the 
Lieutenant-Governor of the said province for the time being; the Right Reverend Father in 
God, Robert Stanser, bishop of the diocese of Nova-Scotia, or the Bishop of the said Diocese 
for the time being; the Honourable Sampson Salter Blowers, chief-justice of the said 
province, and president of the council, or the chief-justice and president of the council of the 
said province for the time being; the Honourable Michael Wallace, treasurer of the said 
province, or the treasurer of the said province for the time being; Simon Bradstreet Robie, 
esquire, Speaker of the House of Assembly of the said province, or the speaker of the house 
of assembly for the time being; together with such persons as shall be elected president of 
the said college, in manner hereinafter mentioned, shall be governors of the said college; 
and that the said college shall consist of three or more chairs or professorships – the first of 
the Greek and Latin classicks – the second of the mathematics, natural and experimental 
philosophy – and the third, of theology and moral philosophy, at such salaries, and subject to 
such provisions, regulations, and limitations, as shall be appointed by the rules and 
ordinances of the college; and that the said governors, or the major part of them, shall have 
the power of electing the president of the said college for the time being, to be a governor 
of the said college.  
 
II. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that the said governors and their 
successors, shall be one distinct and separate body, politic and corporate, in deed and in 
name, by the name and style of the Governors of Dalhousie College at Halifax, in the 
province of Nova-Scotia, and by the same name they shall have succession and a common 
seal, and they and their successors, or the major part of them, as a body corporate in deed 
and in law, shall be capable to have, receive, purchase, hold, possess and retain, to and for 
the use of the said college, any messuages, lands, tennements, and hereditaments, of what 
kind, nature or quality, soever, so as the same do not exceed, in yearly value, the sum of Five 
Thousand Pounds, above all charges; and also any goods and chattles, gifts and benefactions 
whatsoever; and that the said Governors, and their successors, by the same name, shall and 
may be capable in law, to sue and be sued, implead, and be impleaded, in all or any court or 
courts of record, or places of judicature, in any or all of His Majesty’s dominions; and in all 
actions, causes, matters and demands, whatsoever, and of what nature or kind soever, in as 
large and ample manner and form, as any other body politic or corporate, or any other liege 
subjects, may or can do.  
 
III. And be it further enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that the governors of the said 
college, or the major part of them, resident in the said province, shall have power and 
authority to make rules and ordinances, touching and concerning the good government of 
the said college, the studies, lectures, and exercises thereof; the election, qualification and 
residence, of the president, professors, and students; the management of the revenues and 
property of the said college; the salaries and provisions of the president, professors, 
students and officers, of the said college; and also touching and concerning any other matter 
and thing respecting the said college, which to them shall seem fit and useful thereto; and 
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also from time to time to revoke or alter the said rules and ordinances as to them, or the 
major part of them, shall seem meet and expedient. Provided, that the said rules and 
ordinances shall not be repugnant to the laws and statutes of the realm, or of the said 
province of Nova-Scotia. Provided also, that no test or engagement shall be required of the 
students, except the Sponsio Academica, according to the form used in the said College of 
Edinburgh; and that the internal management and regulation of the said college and 
institution, shall be committed to the Senatus Academicus formed by the respective chairs 
or professorships thereof.  
 
IV. And be it further enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that the said governors, or the 
major part of them, shall have full power and authority, as the circumstances and funds of 
the college may render expedient and proper, to increase the number of chairs or 
professors, and to authorise the establishment and courses of lectures on subjects of science 
and literature, and to fix and determine the salaries of lecturers, and the prices to be paid by 
the students for the tickets of admission, and instruction afforded to them.  
 
V. And be it further enacted, that such person or persons as His Majesty, his heirs and 
successors, may see fit from time to time to appoint, shall be visitor or visitors of said 
college.  
 
VI. And be it further enacted, that this act shall not be in force, until His Majesty’s royal 
approbation be thereunto had and declared. 
 


