
From:  British North America Legislative Database; University of New Brunswick 
bnald.lib.unb.ca 

56 George III – Chapter 21  1 
 

At the General Assembly of the Province of Nova Scotia, begun and holden at Halifax, on 
Thursday the Sixth day of February, 1812, and continued by several Prorogations to Thursday 
the Eighth day of February, 1816, in the Fifty-sixth year of the Reign of our Sovereign Lord 
George the Third, by the Grace of God, of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, 
King, Defender of the Faith &c. &c. being the Sixth Session of the Tenth General Assembly, 
convened in the said Province. From Henry H. Cogswell, The Statutes at Large passed in the 
General Assembly held in His Majesty’s Province of Nova Scotia: from the Sixth Session of the 
Eighth General Assembly, to the Fifty-Sixth year of his Majesty’s Reign. John Howe and Son, 
1816. 
 
56 George III – Chapter 21 
 
An Act in addition to, and amendment of an Act, entitled, An Act to revive and amend an 
Act for Establishing the Standard Weight of Grain, and for appointing proper Officers for 
measuring Grain, Salt and Coals, and ascertaining the Standard Size of Bricks, and the 
quantity of Lime to be contained in a Hogshead.  
 
Whereas it is found requisite to give efficacy to the Act hereby amended, and enlarged, to 
impose a penalty upon the breach of the provisions of the said Act, which regulate the size 
of bricks, and the contents of a hogshead of lime; and it is expedient to increase the price 
paid for the inspection and measurement of those articles. And whereas, the present size of 
bricks is found to be disadvantageous in building, and inconveniences arise from the want of 
a standard size of bricks of larger dimensions than those in common use, to conform to the 
size of bricks imported from Great-Britain:  
 
I. Be it enacted, by the Lieutenant-Governor, Council and Assembly, that all bricks made in 
this province, for sale or sold therein, from and after the first day of May next, shall be of the 
sizes and dimensions following, that is to say: those of the larger size shall be nine inches in 
length, four inches and three eighths of an inch in width, and two inches and one half of an 
inch in thickness; and those of the smaller size shall be eight inches and one quarter of an 
inch in length, four inches in width, and two inches in thickness.  
 
II. And be it further enacted, that all bricks sold, or offered for sale, as aforesaid, shall be 
inspected by the officer or officers, or one of them, appointed for that purpose, and all such 
bricks of any other or different dimensions than is herein provided, shall be seized by the 
said inspector, unless their actual size and dimensions shall have been declared by the 
owner or seller thereof at the time the same were sold, or offered for sale, and so sold, or 
offered for sale, as and for bricks of such their actual size and dimensions. And all bricks, 
inspected as aforesaid, that shall not be well burnt, or otherwise be good and merchantable, 
shall be seized as aforesaid, unless the same shall have been sold, or offered for sale, as 
inferior or refuse bricks.  
 
III. And be it further enacted, that all lime sold or offered for sale, from and after the first 
day of May aforesaid, shall be measured and inspected, by the officer or officers, or one of 
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them appointed for that purpose, and all lime not sufficiently burnt, or otherwise of good 
and merchantable quality, shall be seized by the said inspector, and every person offering 
for sale, or selling by the hogshead, any lime in hogshead, that shall not contain at the least 
eight Winchester bushels heaped, or ninety-six gallons, shall forfeit for every bushel of which 
every and each hogshead shall be deficient, the sum of ten shillings, and so in proportion for 
every part of a bushel together with the hogshead or cask in which such lime shall be 
contained, which shall be seized by the said inspector and destroyed.  
 
IV. And be it further enacted, that for every thousand of bricks actually inspected, the 
person who shall inspect the same shall receive from the seller thereof nine pence, and so in 
proportion for any smaller number; and for every hogshead of lime actually inspected and 
measured, the person who shall inspect and measure the same shall receive from the seller 
there of six pence, and so in proportion for any less quantity.  
 
V. And be it further enacted, that if the said bricks and lime, so seized as aforesaid, shall 
not exceed two thousand bricks, or thirty-two bushels of lime respectively; and if the 
deficiency of lime sold, or offered for sale, in hogsheads as aforesaid, shall not exceed 
twenty bushels, then, upon conviction upon the oath of one or more witness or witnesses, 
before one justice of the peace of the county where the offence shall happen: and if the said 
bricks or lime shall exceed two thousand bricks, or thirty-two bushels of lime respectively; 
and if the deficiency of lime as aforesaid shall exceed twenty bushels, then, upon conviction 
as aforesaid in any of His Majesty’s courts of record in the county where the offence shall 
happen, the said bricks and lime respectively, so seized as aforesaid, shall be adjudged 
forfeited; and the person who sold, or offered the same for sale as aforesaid, shall be 
adjudged to pay the costs of prosecution, and the person or persons who sold or offered for 
sale as aforesaid lime in hogsheads deficient as aforesaid, shall be adjudged to pay the 
penalty herein before declared thereof, together with the costs of condemnation: of all 
which penalties and forfeitures, one half part shall go to the inspector or inspectors, in each 
case respectively employed, for his and their trouble and expence of storage and 
prosecution, the remainder to the use of the poor of the county where such conviction or 
convictions shall happen.  
 
VI. And be it further enacted, that every thing in the act hereby amended contained, which 
relates to the size of bricks, and the price of the inspection of lime and bricks, be repealed 
from and after the first day of May next.  
 
And whereas it is proper that officers should be appointed to measure and inspect free-
stone used in building:  
 
VII. Be it therefore enacted, that all free-stone sold, or offered for sale from and after the 
first day of may aforesaid, shall be inspected and measured by the officer or officers 
appointed for the inspection and measurement of bricks and lime, and who shall receive 
from the owner or seller of such free-stone for his services at the following rates that is to 
say: for the inspection and measurement of all free stone, of the description called flag 
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stones, nine pence per ton; and all other six pence per ton, and so in proportion for any less 
quantity. 
 


