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At the GENERAL AssemBLY of this Prevince
of Nova-Scettz, begun and holden at Ha-
LiFax, on the Fifth Day of December,
1785, in the Twenty Sixth Year of the
Reign of our Sovereign Lord GEORGE
the Third of Grest-Britain, France, and
Freland, King, Defender of the Faith, &ec.
and there continued by feveral Proroga-

" tions unto the Fifth Day of March, 178q,
in the Twenty Ninth Year of his Ma.
jefty’s Reign, being the Fourth Seffion
of the Sixth Geseral Affembly, canvened

in the faid Province.

CAP I

An A C T forthe better Regulation of Ele&ions.

Wxﬂi E it enafted by the Lisutenan: Gouernar, Council and dffam~
X by, audit is berehy onatted by the Authority of the fame,
§ B g That from and after the Publication hareof, every Sheriff
" or other Qfficer te whom any Writ for cle@ing 2 Mem-
WRROXR ber or Members to. ferve in the Gemeral Affembly. of this
Province, fhall be directed upos Receipt theseof fhall fortwich give
public Natice of the Day and Place of the Ele&ion, by putting up
Advertifements at leaft twenty Days before the Time of fuch Elegtion
at three of the moff puhlic Places in their County, snd fhall, at the.
Time appointed at the County Court Houfe, if the Ele@ion be held
for the County, and at the ufual and sccuftomed Place, if held for a
Townthip, between the Hours of Tenand Twelve in the Morning
proceed to the Ele&ion by reading his Writ, and fhall not declare the
Choice upon the View, ner adjourn from that ta any ether Place
without the Confent of the:Candid ites, nox by any uaneceffary Ad.
journment delay the Ele@ion, but fhall, if a Poll be required, fairly
and indifferently proceed from Day. to Day and Time to Time ta take
the Poll, until all the Eleétors thenand there prefent be poited, and:
before the Sheriff fhall clofe the Poldfo opesedy uninfs with the Cen-
fent of the Candidates, hathall maka Proclamation. fos the Freeholder
40 come forward and give their Votes, and if, after fuch Proclama-
Bbb tions
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tion made, no Freeholders fhall appear to vote for the fpace of one
Hour, the Poll fhall beclofed, and the Sheriff, after reading his Writ
and before he opens the Poll, fhall appoint two refpeftable Frechol-
ders to be his Affiftants in conducing the Eletion, who thall be
fworn to the faithful and impartial difcharge of their Duty, and the
Sheriff, at the Clofe of the Poll, fhall declare the Perfon, having the
Majority of Votes, to be duly ele&ed, and in Cafe a Scrutiny fhall be
demanded the Sheriff fhall grant the fame, and fhall, with his two
Afliftants, proceed in fuch Scrutiny if the Party demanding the Poll
fhall perfitt in his demand, the Day following the Clofe of the Poll.
Provided always, that no Vote fhall be fcrutinized but fuch Vote or
Votes as were excepted to at the Time of holding the Poll, and marked
as fuch on the Poll Book, and the Sheriff fhall return his Proceed-
ings on fuch Scrutiny to the Houfe to be adjudged on and determin-
ed, and the Sheriff or other Officer as aforefuid, is hereby dire&ed
and commanded to appoint one Clerk and one Infpeétor for each Can-
didate, who fhall be nominated by the Candidates refpectively, which
Clerks fhall be {fworn by the Sheriff or other Officer to take the Poll
fairly and indifferently by fetting down the Names of the Eletors and
the Place of their abode, and the Perfon they give their Vote for, and
the Sheriff or other Officer fhall give a Copy of the Poll _to every
Perfon that fhall defire the fame, he paying reafonable Fees for writ.
ing the fame ; and if any Elector be queftioned as to his Qualification
by any Candidate, the Sheriff or other Officer fhall adminifter to him
the Oath of Allegiance, as prefcribed by Law, and fhall likewife ad-
minifter the following Oath :

I do fwear that I am, by Law, mtztled toa Vote in the Town
or County of in the Province of Nova-Scotia, and that the Lands,
Tenements or Hereditaments for awhich I claim a Right to wote, confift of

and are fituate, lying and being in and the fame bath or
bave not been made or granted to me fraudulently on purpofe to qualify me
to give my Vote, and that I bave not received or bad by myfelf or any Per-
Jon whatever, in truft for me or for my Ufe and Benefit direétly or indirefl-
Iy, any Sum or Sums of Money, Office, Place, or employment, Gift or Re-
ward, or any Promife ar Security for any Money, Office, Employment or
Gift, in order to givemy Vote at this Elegtion, and that I bave not before
been polied at this Eleftion, and that the Place of my Abode is at
So kelp me GOD. Or if Quakersthe teft or Affirmation to the fame
Effe®, and ali fraudulent Conveyances of Land to multiply Votes or
to qualify Voters at Ele&ions fubjc& to an Agreement to reconvey
the fame, fhall be taken againft the Grantors as free and abfolute, and
all collateral Securities for defeating fuch Eftate fhall be void, and the
Perfon making fuch Conveyances or voting by Colour thereof fhall
forfeit Ten Pounds to any Perfon that will fue for the fame in any
Court of Record in this Province, one half Part thereof to any Perfon
or Perfons who fhall profecute the fame to Effe®, and the other Moiéty‘}
to and for the Ufe of the Poor of the Townthip concerned in fuch
Elettion. © 1L And
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I1. And be it further enasted by the Autbority aforcfaid, That each
Perfon hereafter to be chofen a Member of Affembly, and each
Ele@or at the Time of giving his Vote in any Eleétion hereafter to be
held in this Province, fhall a&ually have an Income of Forty Shill-
ings per Annum in Real Eftate, or fhall have within the County or
‘Town for which he votes, or fhall be ele&ed for in his own Right in
fee fimple, a Dwelling Houfe with the Grourd on which the fame:
“ftands, or one hundred Acres of Land cultivated or uncultivated , fuch
Perfon or Perfons, poffefling any one of the before mentioned In-
terefts fhall be entitled to vote or be eleed for the County or Town
wherein the fame fhall be fituate, and Perfons holding any of the be-
fore mentioned Pofleflions by Licence of Occupation under the Crown

" fhall have a Right to vote notwithftanding any Defe&t in fuch Mode
of Conveyance.

1L, And be it further enafted by the Authority aforefsid, That every
Sheriff or uther Officer to whom the Execution of any Writ for the
electing any Member or Members to ferve in the General Affembly of
this Province, fhall be dire@ted and that a& contrary or otherwife than
by this A& is directed, orfhall return any Perfon or Perfons not duly
cle@ted by the Majority of the Freeholders, every fuch Officer fhall
forfeit the Sum of Two hundred Pounds, one third Part thereof to
the King, his Heirs and Succeflors, one third Part to the Poor of the
County or Townthip concerned in fuch Ele&ion, the remairing third
Part thereof tothe Party grieved that will fue for the fame, with
Cofts of Suit to be recovered in any Court of Record in this Province
by Aé&ion of Debt, Bill, Plaint or Information.

IV. dnd be it furtber enafled, by the Autbority aforefaid, That any
Perfon or Perfons who fhall at the Requeft of any Candidate atany
future Election, furnifh any Meat, Drink or Entertainment of any
kind, during fuch Candidates Ele&ion, to any Frecholder or Body of
Freeholders, or to any other Defcription of People, fuch Perfon or
Perfons fo furnithing the fame fhall be totally difabled and prevented
from recovering from fuch Candidate, or from any of his Friends,
any Reward or Payment whatfoever for fuch Entertainment, or any
Part thereof ; and if any Perfon or Perfons fhall fue any Candidate, or
any of his Friends, forthe whole or any Part of the Expences of fuch
Entertainment, it fhall and may be lawful for the Judges of the Court
wherein fuch Suit fhall be brought (on due Proof being made that
fuca Demand arifes for and on Account of the Entertainment of the
Frecholdersat or during any Ele&ion in this Province) to order the

Party, bringing fuch Suit, (to be nonfuited, and to enter Judgement

accordingly. Provided always, that nothing herein containea fhall
extend to prevent any Perfon or Perfons from recovering from any in-
dividual Perfon the Value_of fich Entertainment as he or they may
during an Ele&ion furnifh, or provide for fuch individual Perton for
his.own Ufle and at his own fpecial Inftance and Requett. V. And
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V. And be it further enafted by the autharily aforefuid, Thatany
Perfon or Perfons who fhall bribe or cerrupt any Freeholder or Fres-
holdets at any Ele@®ion within this Pravince, fuch Perfon ot Perfons

16 offending fhall fuffer all the Pepalties preferibed by the Laws of

England for fuch Qffences.
VL. And be it furtber enalted, by the authority qforefaid, That the

“Sheriff or his Deputy at the opening the Poll each Day fhall read this

A&, and no other Oath, fave as herein before dire€ed, fhall bere.
quired from any Voter at any Ele&ion hereafter to be held in this Pro-

‘vince, nor fhall any religious Teft be required from fuch Voter, L.i-

berty of Confcience being one amongﬁ many other Bleﬁings conferred
on this Province by our Moft Gracious Severeign,

VII. And be it furtber enafled, That the Poll for any one Ele&ion
fhall not be kept open more than Six Days, after which Time it fhall
and may be lawful for the Sheriff to clofe it and return the Candidate
who fhall then have the Majority of Votes, and that for cach Day the
Poll fhall be kept open, the Sheriff fhall be entitled to receive from
each Candidate the Sum of Ten Shillings, to be recovered by A&ion
of Debt before any one Juftice of the Peace for the County in which
the Eledion fhall be held, and ifa Scrutiny is demanded, Twentp
Shillings for his Attendance on it, each Day to be paid by the Candjm
didate demanding it, and to be recovered as aforefaid,

p— S—— T —

CAP. IL
An A& for altering the Times appointed for bolding

the Court of Common Pleas and General Seffans Qf
the Peace in the Diftri& of Colchefler.

SXEXX HEREAS the fated Perlods for bilding the Cours of
" Common Pleas and General Seffions of the Peace iy
x w su the Diftrict of Colchefter bave been found extremely ine,

4 Y& conwenient to the Inbabitants of faid Diffris, for Remedy:
FEEEE mporesss » Jor Remely.

A

Be it enafled by the Lisutenant Governor, Council and * Affembly, That
the Court of Common Pleas and General Seffions of the Peace fhall be.
in future held at Oaflew, in faid Diftrict, on the firft Tuefday of Fa-
nuary, and birft Tuefday of Fuly, annually, any Law, Ufage or Cuf.
tom to the contrary notwithftanding. ‘

CAP. III



