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At the General Assembly of the Province of Nova Scotia, begun and holden at Halifax, on the
fifth day of December 1785, in the Twenty Sixth Year of his said Majesty’s Reign, and there
continued by several Prorogations unto the Twenty Fifth Day of February, 1790, in the
Thirtieth Year of his Majesty’s Reign, being the Fourth Session of the Sixth General Assembly
convened in the said Province.
30 George III – Chapter 11
An Act to provide for the Support and Maintenance of his Majesty’s Government in this
Province by reviving, amending and continuing the several Laws for raising a Revenue
hereinafter particularly mentioned and expressed.
Whereas the several acts of this province hereinafter mentioned, have expired on the thirty
first day of March last, and it is expedient, that the same should be revived, continued,
altered and amended, in such manner as is herein after expressed.
I. Be it therefore enacted, by the Lieutenant Governor, Council and Assembly, that the act
made in the twenty fourth year of his present Majesty’s reign, intitled, “An Act for the more
effectually raising a Revenue within this Province, for the Support of its Government,” and
every matter, clause and thing therein contained, as altered and amended in, and by an act
made in the twenty ninth year of his present Majesty’s reign, which acts expired the thirty
first day of March last, shall be revived, and the same are hereby revived in full force and
virtue from and after the publication hereof, and the same and every part thereof so revived
as aforesaid, are hereby continued from and after the publication hereof until the first day of
July, which will be in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and ninety one, any
law or statue to the contrary thereof notwithstanding.
II. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that from and after the publication
hereof, all wines of every kind, which shall be imported and sold, or expended within this
province, shall pay a further excise duty of three pence per gallon, in addition to the excise
duties heretofore paid and collected on the same article by virtue of the several excise laws,
which expired the thirty first day of March last, and which excise laws or acts are herein after
revived and continued. And all refined or loaf sugar, which shall after the publication hereof
be imported, sold, or expended within this province, shall pay a further excise duty of one
half penny per pound, in addition to the excise duty of one half penny per pound, in addition
to the excise duties heretofore paid and collected on the same article, by virtue of the
several excise laws or acts herein last before mentioned, and herein after revived: and all
brown sugar, which shall hereafter be imported, sold or expended within this province, shall
pay an excise duty of two shillings and six pence, for every gross hundred weight, which shall
be so imported, sold and expended, the same to be paid and collected in the same manner
as all other excise duties were heretofore paid and collected in, and by said last mentioned
excise laws or acts: and all porter, ale or strong beer, which shall hereafter be imported, sold
or expended within this province, shall pay a further excise duty of two shillings and six
pence for every hogshead, containing sixty gallons, which shall be so imported, sold or
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expended within the same, in addition to the excise duties heretofore paid and collected on
the same article, by virtue of the said several excise laws hereby revived: and all tea of the
lowest quality, generally known by the appellation of bohea or common teas, which shall
hereafter be imported, sold or expended within this province, shall pay an excise duty of one
penny, for each and every pound; and all other teas of whatever kind, name or nature, the
same may be (other or different from the said Bohea or common tea) which shall be
hereafter imported, sold or expended within this province, shall pay an excise duty of four
pence for each and every pound, which shall be so imported, sold or expended within the
same, which duty shall be paid and collected in the same manner, as all other the excise
duties were heretofore paid and collected, in and by the said last mentioned excise laws or
acts.
III. And be it further enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that if any person or persons
whatsoever, from and after the publication hereof, shall sell or vend any article or articles
whatsoever, which are subject, or made liable to any, or either of the different excise duties
imposed thereon, by virtue of this act, without having first entered the same, and every part
thereof, with the collector of impost and excise for the district wherein such person or
persons shall dwell, or if any of said articles subjected by this act to an additional excise
duty, shall be found in the hands or custody of any person or persons, who usually sell or
deal in articles of that kind, without such article or articles having been duly entered as
aforesaid, and the said additional excise duties secured thereon, as by the laws or acts
herein after revived are directed; all such articles so found, or which shall be sold as
aforesaid, shall be seized and condemned in manner and form as the excise laws heretofore
in force and herein after revived and continued direct; and the person or persons selling the
same, or in whose custody the same shall be found, shall be liable to all the pains and
penalties imposed by said acts, on persons clandestinely landing goods subject to excise
duties.
IV. And be it further enacted, that no allowance or return of the duties of excise, or any
part thereof, shall be allowed on the reshipment or export of any of the before enumerated
articles, or any after mentioned, after the same shall have been landed and bonded, unless
the quantity of each article so reshipped at one and the same time, shall exceed the
following rates, that is to say, five hundred gallons of either wine, spirits or porter: of refined
or loaf sugar not less than seven gross hundred weight: of brown sugar twenty gross
hundred weight. Provided always, that such reshipment shall be made by the actual and
bona fide importer of the article or articles so reshipped, and that such export shall be made
to the places, and in the manner directed, in and by the several excise laws now revived, and
by this act continued in force. And provided always, that the person or persons making an
export of any one of the before mentioned quantities of exciseable articles as aforesaid,
shall not be entitled to receive an allowance or drawback of the duties secured thereon,
unless such export shall be made within nine months, to be computed from the importation
thereof, and the certificates of the landing such article or articles at the place to which the
same shall be exported, shall be returned and lodged in the excise office in six months from
the date of the export thereof; and unless such exporter or exporters shall make such
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proofs, and conform to such regulations relative to the export of said articles as shall be
satisfactory to, and shall from time to time be made by the commissioners of his Majesty’s
revenue for this province.
V. And be it further enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that an act made in the twenty
fourth year of his present Majesty’s reign, intitled, “An Act for more effectually raising a
Duty of Excise on Wine, Rum and certain other enumerated Articles, and for preventing
Frauds in the Collection of the Revenue;” also an Act made in the Twenty Sixth year of his
present Majesty’s Reign, for continuing and explaining the said act; also an act made in the
same twenty sixth year of his said Majesty’s reign, to alter, amend and continue the said first
before recited act; and also an act made in the twenty ninth year of his said Majesty’s reign,
intitled, “An Act to provide for the Support of his Majesty’s Government in this Province, by
amending and continuing the several Laws for raising a Revenue, as are herein after
particularly mentioned and expressed,” which said recited acts, and all other acts in addition
to, or in amendment of the said first before recited act, together with an act made in the
said twenty-fourth year of his said Majesty’s reign, intitled, “An Act to exempt all Molasses,
Rum and other distilled Spirituous Liquors imported into this Province, or purchased for the
use of his Majesty’s Careening Yard or Navy,” from paying the several impost duties imposed
thereon by the laws of this province, which expired on the thirty first day of March last, are
revived, and the same and every part thereof (except as herein altered) are hereby revived
in full force and virtue, and the same and every matter and thing therein contained, which
have not herein and hereby been altered or changed, are hereby continued in full force and
virtue until the first day of July, which will be in the year of our Lord, one thousand seven
hundred and ninety one; any law or statute to the contrary thereof in any wise
notwithstanding.
And whereas the duties heretofore imposed on spirits for encouraging the export of fish and
lumber, &c. to the West-Indies, have been found insufficient to answer the purposes
intended, for remedy whereof:
VI. Be it enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that from and after the publication hereof, a
duty of one penny half penny per gallon shall be paid in addition to the duty of three pence
per gallon heretofore imposed and paid on all spirits or spirituous liquors of what kind or
denomination soever, which were imported or brought into this province, unless two third
parts of such spirituous liquors had been purchased with the produce of this province; and
also an impost duty of two shillings and six pence for every gross hundred weight of brown
sugar, which shall be imported into this province after the publication hereof, unless two
third parts of such sugar shall have been purchased with the produce of the province, which
said additional duty of one penny half penny per gallon, and the new impost duty of two
shillings and six pence per gross hundred weight, on brown sugar shall be collected, paid and
received, as is directed in, and by an act made in the twenty sixth year of his present
Majesty’s reign, intitled, “An Act to encourage and extend the Export of Fish, Lumber, and
other produce of this Province to the West Indies;” and also to revive, alter and continue the
several laws, relating to the duties of impost on beer, rum and other distilled spirituous
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liquors, which laws expired the thirty first day of December in the year of our Lord one
thousand seven hundred and eighty four, and which again expired the 31st day of March
last, together with an Act made in the Twenty Sixth Year of his present Majesty’s reign to
alter the same, which also expired the same day, are revived, and the same and every
matter, clause or thing in either of said two last before recited acts are hereby revived in full
force and virtue, and every matter clause and thing in the said last two recited acts (except
as the same have been hereby altered) are continued, and shall be continued in full force
from the publication hereof until the first day of July, which will be in the year of our Lord
one thousand seven hundred and ninety one; any law or statute to the contrary
notwithstanding.
And whereas it becomes necessary to revive, continue and make some alteration in the act,
made in the twenty ninth year of his present majesty’s reign for imposing a duty of ten per
centum on certain articles imported from the United States of America, which act expired on
the 31st day of March last.
VII. Be it therefore enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that from and after the publication
hereof all sum or sums of money, which the collectors of impost and excise for any country
or district in the province (Halifax excepted) shall receive or may already have received by
virtue of an act, intitled, “An Act for the better support of the Poor in the respective
Counties within this Province, by laying an Impost Duty on all Articles imported into this
Province, from the United States of America,” which Act is herein revived shall immediately
be by them paid to the treasurer for the county or district, wherein the same shall be so
collected, which money shall be paid by such treasurer or treasurers to the overseers of the
poor, to be by them applied to the uses and purposes in and by the said act directed, and
the receipt or receipts of such treasurer or treasurers shall be received in the treasury of the
province as a sufficient discharge for such collector or collectors (the collector of Halifax
district only excepted) for the sum or sums so by him or them collected and paid over as
aforesaid.
VIII. And be it further enacted, that the said last mentioned act which expired the 31st day
of March last, and every matter and thing therein contained except as herein before altered
or amended, shall be revived, and the same is hereby revived, in full force and virtue and the
same and every part thereof, except as before excepted, is and are hereby continued in full
force until the first day of July, which will be in the year of our Lord one thousand seven
hundred and ninety one.
And whereas during the time that the said several laws herein before revived, have been
expired and run out several articles subject to the several duties specified in the several laws
or acts or any part thereof herein or hereby revived, might have come or arrived within this
province, or the several districts thereof; and whereas it is expedient and necessary, that all
and every the duties imposed or laid on the said articles or any part thereof by said acts, or
any part thereof should be paid, received and collected, although said laws and acts had
been suffered to expire.
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IX. Be it therefore enacted, that it shall and may be lawful for the collectors of impost and
excise to collect all and singular the duties imposed by the said several laws or acts hereby
revied, for and during the time the said several laws or acts hereby revived, for and during
the time the said laws or were expired in as full and ample a manner, as if said laws had not
expired, and all the articles of every kind or nature whatsoever, which are enumerated in all
or any of the said revived laws, and which shall have arrived and come within this province,
during the time that said laws or acts were expired, or out of force, shall be subject to and
liable for the several duties imposed by the said several acts hereby revived and in as full and
ample a manner, as the said article or articles would have been liable for the same, had the
said laws and every part thereof been continued in full force and not suffered to expire as
aforesaid, and the said collectors have full power and authority hereby granted them, to
recover and receive said duties, any thing to the contrary thereof notwithstanding.
X. And be it further enacted, that this act, and all and every matter and thing herein
contained, shall be and continue in full force and virtue until the first day of July, which will
be in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and ninety one.
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