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At the General Assembly of the Province of Nova Scotia, begun and holden at Halifax, on 
Tuesday the 28th day of May 1765, in the Fifth Year of His Majesty’s Reign, and there 
continued by several Prorogations, to Tuesday the Third Day of June, 1766, in the Sixth Year 
of His Majesty’s Reign.  
 
6 George III – Chapter 7 (Session 1) 
 
An Act Concerning Schools and Schoolmasters. 
 
Be it enacted by the Commander in Chief, the Council and Assembly, that no person 
hereafter, shall set up or keep a grammar school within this province, till he shall have first 
been examined by the minister of such town wherein he proposes to keep such grammar 
school, as to the qualifications for the instruction of children in such schools, and where no 
minister shall be settled, such examination shall be made by two justices of the peace for the 
county, together with a certificate from at least six of the inhabitants of such town, of the 
morals and good conduct of such schoolmaster which shall be transmitted to the governor, 
lieutenant governor or commander in chief for the time being, for obtaining a licence as by 
His Majesty’s royal instruction is directed, and that no person shall set up or keep a school, 
for the instruction of youth, in reading, writing, or arithmetic, within the township of Halifax, 
without such examination, certificate and licence, or in any other manner then is before 
directed, and every such schoolmaster who shall set up or keep a school contrary to this act, 
shall for each offence, forfeit the sum of three pounds upon conviction, before two justices 
of the peace of the county where such person shall so offend, to be levied, by warrant of 
distress, and applied for the use of the school of the town where such offence shall be 
committed.  
 
Provided that no person shall presume to enter upon the said office of schoolmaster, until 
he shall have taken the oaths appointed to be taken instead of the oaths of allegiance and 
supremacy and subscribed the declaration openly in some one of his Majesty’s courts, or as 
shall be directed by the governor, lieutenant governor, or commander in chief for the time 
being, and if any popish recusant papist or person professing the popish religion, shall be so 
presumptuous as to set up any school within this province and be detected therein, such 
offender shall for every such offence, suffer three months imprisonment, without bail or 
mainprize, and shall pay a fine to the King of ten pounds, and if any one shall refuse to take 
the said oaths, and subscribe the declaration, he shall be deem’d and taken to be a popish 
recusant for the purposes so before mentioned.  
 
And whereas His Majesty has been placed to order that four hundred acres of land in each 
township, shall be granted to and for the use and support of schools, be it enacted, that the 
said quantity of lands shall be vested in trustees for the said purpose, and such trustees shall 
be, and are hereby enabled to sue and defend for, and on behalf of such schools, and to 
improve all such lands as shall be most for the advantage and benefit thereof.  
 
Publish’d according to law, the 5th day of July 1766. 


