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At the General Assembly of the Province of Nova Scotia, begun and holden at Halifax, on 
Tuesday the 28th of May 1765 in the Fifth Year of His Majesty’s Reign.  
 
5 George III – Chapter 12 
 
An Act for granting to his Majesty an Excise on Wines, Tea, Coffee, and Playing Cards, sold 
within this Province.  
 
Whereas the several duties of impost and excise already granted to his Majesty, are found 
insufficient to discharge the several sums of money borrowed in virtue of the several acts, 
made and passed by the general assembly of this province. We do therefore grant unto his 
most excellent Majesty, his heirs, and successors for the uses aforesaid the several duties of 
excise hereafter mentioned.  
 
Be it therefore enacted, by the governor, council and assembly, that from and after the 
publication hereof, there shall be paid the several rates and duties of excise on all wines, tea, 
coffee and playing cards, sold within this province, as follows viz.  
 
For every gallon of wine in lieu of the former duty of impost, six pence per gallon.  
 
For every pound of tea - - - - - - - one shilling 
 
For every pound of coffee   - - - - - - two pence 
 
For every pack of playing cards - - - - - - one shilling 
 
And be it enacted, that all merchants or other persons what ever having in their possession 
any wines for sale, shall within thirty days after the publication of this act, deliver to the 
collector or receiver, or collector or receivers, of the excise duties for the time being an 
account in writing and upon oath, of all such wines remaining in their possession, and that 
all merchants and other persons whatsoever, buying or receiving into their possession any 
wines for sale, shall within twenty four hours after such purchase or receipt, deliver to the 
collector or receiver, or collectors or receivers aforesaid, an account upon oath of all such 
wines by them so bought or received, specifying the kids of casks with the marks and 
numbers thereof, in which the same is contained,  under the penalty and forfeiture of fifty 
pounds for each and every offence.  
 
And be it enacted, that no merchant or other person whatsoever, shall presume to sell, 
barter, exchange or deliver any wine, other than to such person or for such quantities or 
shall be express’d in a permit to be granted by the collector or receiver, or collectors or 
receivers aforesaid, or either of them, in the manner herein after mention’d, under the 
penalty and forfeiture of fifty pounds for each and every offence; and the said merchant or 
other person shall render a just account upon oath of the disposal of all such wines, now in 
their possession, or that shall hereafter be received by any of them, whenever thereunto 
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required, and shall at the end of each quarter balance and settle their stock accounts with 
the said collector or receiver, or collectors or receivers aforesaid, at their office.  
 
And be it further enacted, that the public sworn gaugers, shall have power to gauge the 
whole of the stock of wines in the cellars or storehouses of all persons entering such stock, 
previous to the balancing and settling the said stock accounts at the end of each quarter, 
and the certificate of the said gaugers of the quantity in store unsold, with the permits that 
have been filled as herein directed, shall serve as vouchers for the settlement of all such 
stock accounts and all merchants or other persons entering stock as aforesaid, shall account 
with and pay to the collector or receiver, or collectors or receivers aforesaid, or either of 
them, the duty of excise imposed by this act for whatever quantity of wine shall be found 
deficient at the time of making such settlement; and that under the penalty of ten pounds 
for each and every offence.  
 
And be it further enacted, that the collector or receiver, or collectors or receivers aforesaid, 
or either of them, shall grant permits gratis, to all retailers and others for the several 
quantities of such wines, as they shall from time to time purchase from the merchant or 
other person whatsoever, and shall deliver a duplicate of such permit, one to remain in the 
hands of the buyer, and the other to be delivered to the seller, at the time of delivery of 
such wines.  
 
And be it also further enacted, that the collector or receiver or collectors or receivers 
aforesaid, is and are hereby impowered and directed, to take and receive from the 
purchaser or purchasers of such wines the duty of excise at and after the rate afore-
mention’d, for the number of gallons to be express’d in the said permit and duplicate, before 
the delivery of the same: provided the amount of the said duty does not exceed five pounds, 
but if the same shall exceed five pounds, the collector or receiver, or collectors or receivers, 
is and are hereby authorised on sufficient security being given, to give credit for payment 
thereof within the term of three months.  
 
And be it further enacted, that all wines which shall be found in the custody of any merchant 
or retailer without such permit as aforesaid, and which shall not have paid or secured to be 
paid the duty of excise imposed by this act (except the stock in the custody of the merchant 
or other person, and which shall have been reported by the account herein before directed 
to be given or delivered to the collector or receiver, or collectors or receivers aforesaid), 
shall be seiz’d and forfeited, and the person or persons in whose custody the same shall be 
found, shall forfeit and pay the sum of ten pounds for every such offence.  
 
And be it also further enacted, that the merchant or such other person whatsoever, shall 
preserve upon file the duplicates of all such permits for the inspection of the collector or 
receiver, or collectors or receivers aforesaid, or either of them, whenever thereto required, 
under the penalty and forfeiture of ten pounds for each and every offence, and the quantity 
contained in said permits shall, as far as they go, be sufficient to discharge him or them of so 
much stock, as he or they shall have so bought or received as aforesaid.  
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And be it further enacted, that the said collector or receiver, or collectors or receivers, shall 
make an allowance of five per cent for wastage and leakage, and if through accident any part 
of the stock of wines, in the hands of any merchant or other person, shall by leakage, decay 
or otherwise be lost, the said collector or receiver, or collectors or receivers, shall on due 
proof of the same, on oath within one month after such leakage, decay or loss, credit the 
stock of such merchant or other person for the quantity so lost or rendered useless.  
 
And be it also enacted, that in case of re-shipping and exportation out of the province, of 
any part of such wines, tea, coffee, or cards, the collector or receiver, or collectors or 
receivers aforesaid, shall credit the stock on hand of the merchant or other person for what 
shall bona fide have been so exported upon the said merchant or other persons, producing a 
certificate within eighteen months after the time of the exportation (the danger of the seas 
and enemies excepted) from the principal officer of his Majesty’s customs, or commanding 
officer for the time being, of the port to which the same shall be carried, of its being there 
duly landed; and in case such wines, tea, coffee or cards, shall have duly paid or secured to 
be paid the duty prescribed by this act, such merchant or other person shall produce a 
certificate from the collector or receiver, or collectors or receivers aforesaid, or either of 
them, that the duty thereon has been duly paid or secured to be paid before such 
exportation upon which the same shall be repaid, or the bond given therefor discharged.  
 
And for the preventing frauds herein, the following oath shall be taken by every such 
exporter of any wines, tea, coffee, or cards, which oath the collector or receiver, or 
collectors or receivers, or either of them, are hereby authorized to administer.  
 
“You A. B. do swear that the quantity of wine, tea, coffee, or cards, by you shipp’d for 
exportation on board the _______ master bound for _______ was really and bona fide 
purchased of _______ (or) imported in the _________, and that the same is not intended to 
be fraudulently relanded into any port or place in this province.” 
 
And be it enacted, that if any wines, shall be fraudulently relanded into any port or place of 
this province, after shipp’d for exportation, the same shall be forfeited, together with the 
vessel out of which the said wines, tea, coffee, or cards, shall have been so fraudulently 
relanded.  
 
And be it further enacted, that from and after the publication hereof, all persons who shall 
sell any wines, tea, coffee or playing cards, directly or indirectly, by themselves, or any other 
person or persons acting under them, or by their order, shall and are hereby required to 
enter their names and places of abode, with the collector or receiver, or collectors or 
receivers of the duties of excise for the time being, or either of them, within seven days after 
such publication, and shall keep an account of all tea, coffee, or cards sold by him or them, 
or any person or persons acting under him or them, or by his or their order from the 
publication hereof; which account they shall render in upon oath, which oath the said 
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collector or receiver, or collectors or receivers aforesaid, and each of them are hereby 
authorised to administer in the following words,  
 
“You, A. B. do swear that the account now deliver’d in by you, contains a just and true 
account of all the tea, coffee, and playing cards that have been sold by you, or any person or 
persons under you, or acting for you, or by your orders, between the ________ day of 
_______ and the _______ day of ________ to the best of your knowledge and 
remembrance.  
 
So help you God.” 
 
And shall at the end of every three months pay to the collector or receiver, or collectors or 
receivers aforesaid, the duties of excise imposed by this act, on all tea, coffee and playing 
cards, so sold by him or them, or by any other person or persons acting under them, or by 
their order as aforesaid, within such time respectively.  
 
Provided nevertheless, that it shall and may be lawful for any person or persons to sell or 
dispose of by wholesale, any tea, in chests, or otherwise not less in quantity than fifty 
pounds, weight or any coffee, in quantity not less than fifty pounds weight, and also to see 
and dispose of by wholesale, any playing cards to any person or persons, in any quantity not 
less than one groce or twelve dozen packs, without being liable to pay the aforesaid duties 
of excise; but shall within forty eight hours after the sale and delivery thereof, render an 
account to the collector or receiver, or collectors or receivers aforesaid, of the person to 
whom the same shall be sold or disposed of, under the penalty of ten pounds for every 
neglect thereof, to be sued for and recover’d, as is herein after prescribed.  
 
And be it also further enacted, that if any person or persons shall from and after the 
publication of this act, presume directly or indirectly by themselves, or any person acting 
under them, or by their order, to sell any tea, coffee, or playing cards, by any less quantity 
than is heretofore prescribed without first making entry of the names and places of above as 
by this act is directed, he, she, or they shall, for every such offence on due conviction 
thereof, by the oath of one credible witness before any one of his Majesty’s justices of the 
peace, forfeit and pay the sum of ten pounds, one half to be paid to the informer, and the 
other half to be to his Majesty for the uses mentioned in this act, which fine shall be levied 
by warrant of distress and sale of the offenders goods and chattels from under the hand and 
seal of the justice before whom such conviction shall be made.  
 
Provided always and it is the true intent and meaning of this act, that if any person who shall 
have enter’d their names and places of abode as aforesaid, to sell any tea, coffee, and 
playing cards, shall purchase either of the said commodities in a less quantity than is 
prescribed by this act, from persons whose names are enter’d to sell the same, and shall 
within ten days after such purchase, produce to the collector or receiver, or collectors or 
receivers aforesaid, a certificate from the person from whom they purchas’d the same, such 
purchaser shall not be held to pay the duties on any quantity so purchas’d.  
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And be it enacted, that the collector or receiver, or collectors or receivers of the duties for 
the time being, shall reorder a just account and pay into the hands of the treasurer of the 
province, all such monies by him of them receiv’d in pursuance of this act, within thirty days 
after the end of each quarter.  
 
And be it further enacted, that all the penalties and forfeitures arising or accruing by this act, 
shall and may be recover’d by bill, plaint or information, in any of his Majesty’s courts of 
record in this province, and the money arising from such penalties and forfeitures, after 
deducting the expences of prosecution, and all incident charges, shall be one half to his 
Majesty for the uses and intents, for which the duties are granted, and the other half to him 
or them, who shall seize or inform, and sue for the same.  
 
And be it also further enacted, that the monies arising from the duties imposed by this act 
shall be and are hereby appropriated for the redemption of the loan warrants, and 
treasurers receipts.  
 
And be it further enacted, that the monies arising by the operation of this act, shall be 
accounted for unto his Majesty in the kingdom of Great Britain and to the commissioners of 
His Majesty’s treasury, or high treasurer for the time being, and audited by the auditor 
general of his Majesty’s plantations, or his deputy.  
 
And it is also further enacted, that this act shall continue and remain in full force for and 
during the term of one year from and after the publication thereof, and until the end of the 
session of the general assembly, then next following.  
 
Published according to law the 18th day of June 1765.  
 
 


