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At the General Assembly of the Province of Nova Scotia, begun and holden at Halifax, on 
Wednesday the first day of July, 1761, and in the first year of His Majesty’s Reign, and there 
continued by several prorogations until Monday the Twenty-Fifth Day of April, 1763, in the 
Third Year of His Majesty’s Reign.  
 
3 George III – Chapter 3 (Session 1) 
 
An Act to prevent Frauds in selling of Beef, Pork, Flour, and Biscuit, or Ship-Bread in Casks. 
 
Be it enacted by the Lieutenant-Governor, Council, and Assembly, that from and after the 
publication hereof, all casks of beef and pork which shall be sold, exposed to sale, or 
bartered, or bargained for in any way or manner whatsoever within this Province, shall 
contain, if the Province of America, not less than two hundred and twelve pounds of neat 
meats; and if from Ireland, not less than two hundred pounds of neat meat.  
 
And be it also enacted, that from and after the publication hereof all flour, biscuit, or ship-
bread, that shall be sold, bartered, or exchanged within this Province, shall be so sold, 
bartered or exchanged by weight only, and in no other way or manner whatsoever. 
 
And be it further enacted, that no person or persons whatsoever shall hereafter presume to 
sell, barter or exchange, any flour, biscuit or ship-bread, by the cask, or in any other manner 
whatsoever, other than by weight as above directed, on pain of forfeiting all such flour, 
biscuit, or ship-bread, so sold, bartered or exchanged contrary to the intent and meaning of 
this Act: And every person or persons offending herein and being convicted thereof; shall 
also further forfeit and pay the sum of twenty shillings for every hundred weighty and so 
proportion for a greater or less quantity of such flour, biscuit, of ship-bread, so sold, 
bartered or exchanged; to be recovered, together with costs of prosecution, on the oath of 
one credible witness, before any, two of His Majesty’s Justices of the Peace for the county 
where the offence shall be committed. 
 
And be it further enacted, that all forfeitures and penalties incurred and arising by this Act 
shall be applied and disposed of in manner following, that is to say; all flour, biscuit or ship 
bread, which shall be forfeited by virtue of this Act, shall be applied to the use of the poor of 
the town or place where the offence shall be committed; and all and every other penalties 
incurred by this Act, shall be applied to the use of the person or persons who shall inform 
and sue for the same. 
 
Provided always, that all prosecutions to be brought by virtue of this Act, shall be 
commenced within ten days after the offence committed. 


