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At the General Assembly of the Province of Nova Scotia, begun and holden at Halifax, on 
Wednesday the first day of July, 1761, and in the first year of His Majesty’s Reign.  
 
1 George III – Chapter 19 

 
An Act for suppressing unlicensed Houses, and for granting to His Majesty a Duty on 
Persons hereafter to be Licensed. 
 
Be it enacted by the Honourable the Commander in Chief, Council and Assembly, that if any 
person or persons whatsoever within this Province, shall sell any rum, brandy, wine, ale, 
beer, cyder [cider], perry, or other strong liquors mixt or unmixt by whatsoever name or 
names, they are or may be called or distinguished, without licence first had and obtained for 
the purpose, as shall hereafter be directed and appointed by the Governor, Lieutenant-
Governor, or Commander in Chief; or shall hawk, sell, or expose to sale any such liquors 
unmixt or mixt, by whatever name or names they are or may be called or distinguished, 
about the streets, wharves, highways, lanes, or suburbs of the town of Halifax, or any other 
town or place whatsoever within this Province, in any wheelbarrow or basket, or upon the 
water in any ship, boat, or vessel, or in any other manner whatsoever; or shall sell or expose 
the same to sale on any bulk or bulks, stall or stalls, or in any shed or sheds, or on or in any 
other place or places, he she or they shall forfeit for every such offence the sum of ten 
pounds currency of this Province; and it shall and may be lawful for any one Justice of the 
Peace for this Province, on his own view, or on confession of the party, or by proof on the 
oath of one credible witness, to convict any person or persons so offending; and the person 
or persons so convicted shall immediately on such and every other like conviction, pay the 
sum of ten pounds into the hands of such Justice, and on such offender or offenders 
neglecting or refusing to pay said sum, the Justice so convicting, shall by warrant under his 
hand and seal, commit the offender or offenders to His Majesty's gaol within the county 
where the said offence shall be committed, those to remain in close confinement for the 
space of two months, from the day of said commitment, and such person or persons shall 
not be discharged until he, she, or they shall have paid the said sum of ten pounds, or until 
the full expiration of the said two months; and all monies arising from the conviction of any 
person or persons as aforesaid, in case there be no informer shall be wholly paid to the 
Treasurer of this Province and applied in manner as is hereinafter directed, but if there shall 
be an informer, one moiety of such money shall be paid to the said informer, and the other 
moiety to the said Treasurer forthwith and to be applied as aforesaid. 
 
And be it further enacted, that if any person or persons, not having obtained licence as 
aforesaid, shall presume to hang out or suffer to remain, any sign or any inscription 
whatsoever, importing that rum or other distilled spirituous liquors, wine, ale, beer, cyder, 
or perry, are there sold, otherwise than by wholesale; upon proof thereof in manner and 
form herein before described, such person shall be subject and liable to the like penalties 
and forfeitures, as persons convicted of selling spirituous liquors without licence. 
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Provided that nothing in this Act contained shall extend or be construed to extend, to 
prevent or debar any merchant, shopkeeper, or other person, not licenced to retail rum or 
other distilled spirituous liquors, wine, ale, beer, cyder, or perry, from selling any quantity of 
such liquors, not less than five gallons, delivered at one and the same time. 
 
And whereto the opening a communication through the Province, by the making highways, 
roads, ana bridges, and keeping the same in repair, are highly necessary for His Majestys 
services we do therefore grant unto His most Excellent Majesty, His Heirs, and Successors, 
the several duties hereafter specified, for the purposes hereinafter mentioned. 
 
Be it therefore enacted, that from and after the third day of September 1761, there shall be 
paid in lieu of the former duties of excise, by every person who shall have licence to retail 
wine, beer, ale, cyder, or perry, rum, or other distilled spirituous liquors, within the 
peninsula of Halifax, to the clerk of the licences, (over and above his customary fees for 
making out licences, and taking bonds) the sum of ten pounds per annum, to be paid 
quarterly three months in advance; and that there shall be paid by every person who shall 
obtain licence as aforesaid in every other town or place within the Province, five pounds per 
annum, to be paid quarterly and in advance as aforesaid. 
 
And it is also further enacted, that every person who shall obtain a licence to retail beer, ale, 
or cyder only in the peninsula of Halifax, shall pay the sum of four pounds per annum, to be 
paid to the clerk of the licences, three months in advance as aforesaid. 
 
And be it enacted, that before any person or persons shall be intitled to a licence for 
retailing wines, beer, rum, or other distilled spirituous liquors, they shall produce to the clerk 
of the licences at the secretary’s office, a certificate from the quarter sessions or from any 
two or more of His Majesty ’s Justices of the Peace for this Province, of their having taken 
the oaths appointed to be taken instead of the oaths of supremacy and allegiance, and that 
they have made and subscribed the declaration. 
 
And be it further enacted, that no person shall presume to sell liquors by any one licence, in 
any place other than at the house or place, where he or she shall constantly reside. 
 
And be it also further enacted, that the money arising from the duties to be paid by every 
retailer of wines, beer, rum, or other distilled spirituous liquors on their obtaining a licence 
for that purpose, shall be forthwith paid by the clerk of the licences, after deducting five per 
cent for his trouble, into the hands of the Treasurer of the Province; which money is hereby 
appropriated to and for the making, opening, and repairing the publick roads through the 
Province; and that such making, opening, and repairing, shall be under the direction of the 
Governor, Lieutenant Governor, or Commander in Chief of this Province. 
 
And be it further enacted, that all licences for retailing liquors of any kind heretofore 
granted, be and are hereby declared to be null and void, from and after the said third day of 
September 1761, and the person or persons who shall neglect to pay due obedience to this 
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Act, and shall continue to sell without qualifying themselves, and taking out new licences as 
hereinbefore directed, shall forfeit and pay the sum of ten pounds for each offence, to be 
appropriated as aforesaid. 
 
And be it also further enacted, that this Act shall continue and remain in full force for and 
during the space of one year from and after the said third day of September 1761, and until 
the end of the first session of the General Assembly then next following. 


