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At the General Assembly of the Province of Nova Scotia, begun and holden at Halifax, on 
Tuesday the 4th day of December 1759, and in the 33d year of His Majesty’s Reign.  
 
33 George II – Chapter 16 (Session 2) 
 
An Act to prevent the distilling Grain in this Province. 
 
Whereas it has been found by experience, that the drawing, distilling, and making brandies 
and spirits from malt, corn and grain, in many parts of his Majesty’s dominions, has been 
often the occasion of great scarcity of corn, and enhancing the price thereof; which has 
proved a great grievance to his Majesty’s subjects: in order to prevent the introduction of 
such evil practices into this province,  
 
Be it therefore enacted by His Excellency the Governor, council, and assembly, and by the 
authority of the same it is hereby enacted, that from and after the first day of February, 
which shall be in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and sixty, no person or 
persons whatsoever shall, directly or indirectly, draw, distill, or make, or cause or procure to 
be drawn, distilled or made, within this province, any brandies, spirits, or low-wines 
whatsoever, from malt, corn, or grain, or from any wash or liquors produced from any malt, 
corn, or grain whatsoever.  
 
And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if any person or persons within this 
province, after the time before mentioned, shall presume to draw, distill, or make any 
brandies, spirits, or low-wines, from malt, corn, or grain, or from the wash or liquors 
produced therefrom, they shall forfeit and pay the sum of fifty pounds; and all the spirits so 
distilled, and also the stills, backs, casks, and other utensils employed in distilling the same, 
shall be forfeited: one moiety of which fines and forfeitures shall be applied to the use of the 
poor of the town where the offence shall be committed, the other to him or them who shall 
discover, inform, or sue for the same; and the said penalties and forfeitures shall be 
recovered by bill, plaint, or information, in any of his Majesty’s courts of record in this 
province.  
 
And be it further enacted, that this act shall be deemed and taken as a public act, and all 
officers, as well His Majesty’s justices of the peace, Grand-Jurors, constables, and all other 
his Majesty’s liege subjects in this province, are hereby authorized to see that this act be 
duly observed, and to present and inform of all breaches of the same.  
 
And be it further enacted, that this act shall be and continue in force for ten years, and from 
thence to the end of the then next sessions of the general assembly of this province. 

 
 
 


