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Days before the Sitting of the faid Court ; orat any. Time previous to
the Trial before the Juftice of the Peace, and the faid Court and
Juftice refpeively, - are hereby empowered and Jirected on iffue,
joined to enquire into the Merits of both Demands on Trial, and to
give Judgment accordingly.

L. Provided always neverthelefs, That if the Defendant or Defen-
dants for want of Evidence or any other unavoidable Accident fhall
be unable to prove and authenticate his, her or their Accounts, Re-
ceiptior Demand,” as an Offfet, againft the Plaintiff or Plaintiffs, ‘that
then and in fuch Cafe, the Defendant and Defendants may at a future
Period commence and profecute his, her, or their Action or A&ions
ugainft the Plaintiff or Plaintiffs in the original Caufe within the re-
fpe&we Time, as limited by the A& of Affembly of this Province, for
#be Limitation of Aftions, and for avoiding Suits of Law. Previded he,

the, or they (the Original Defendant or Defendants) fhall at the Time

of the Trigl of the firft Caufe notify the Court, and make Affidavit of
the fame, that he, fhe, or they, have a juft and equltable Demand
againft the Plaintiff or Plaintiffs, which for Want of Evidence then

without the Jurisdiétion of the Court, he, fhe, or they, are unable
to prove and authenticate.

11N, And be it furtber Enafled, That in all A&ions, which fhall here-
after be commenced and profecuted, and wherein it may appear to the
Court; that the Plaintiff or Plaintiffs in fuch Acion have had an Op-
portunity of pleading his, her, or their Demand, by way of Offfet,
by Virtue of, and agrecable to this A&, that then and in fuch Cafe the
Plaintiff or Plaintiffs, altho’ a Verdi& is found for him, her, or them,
fhall pay the Cofts of Suxt, any Law to the contrary noththﬁandmg
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An ACT in Additionto, and Amendment of an
A& made in the fifth Year of His prefent Majefty’s
Reign, intituled, Ar A& for regulating Servants.

48443 HE RE AS great  Inconveniences bave arifen, and do
"g, W arife from the Misbebaviour of bound and bired Servants

x.**** & fot remudy whereof ;

1. Bz it Ena&ed, by the Lieutenant Governor, Council and Affembly,
Thut from and after the Publication hereof, no Perfon whatfoever
within this Province, fhall hire a Man or Maid Servant for any
longer Term than One Month, unlefs a Memorandum of fuch hiring
thall be made in Writing and figned by both Parties in Prefence of
-one Witnefs at leaft, who thall read and. explain the fame to both

Yy Parties,
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Provided that if for
want of Evidence
the Defendant can-
not prove his De-
mand he may after-
wards bring his
A&tion.

Where Plaiatiffs
have had Opportu-
nity of pleading
their Demand as an
Offfet in a Suit,
they fhall pay Cofts
although & Verdiét
is found for them.

Preamble.

Memorandum to be
made in writing in
all Cafes where a
Servant is hired for
longer Time than
a Month.



162,

Jultine of Peace on
the Complaint of
the Malter to order
a resfonable Part of
the Servants Wages
to be foped for
Misbehavior.

Such Stoppage for
one Ofteace not to
exceed 53,

1

Mafters not to fell
Rum to their Ser-
vants on Forfeiture
of double the Value
of fuch Rum, nor
to flop sny Part of
their Wages on fuch
Accounts.

All Notes or other
Secaurities given by
Servants in which
any Part of the Sum
fhall have been gi-
ven for Rum to be
void, and all Ac-
counts and Con-
tra@sin which fuck
Charge fhall be
made thall be void,
and if fued the Plt.
fhall become non-
{uit,
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Parties, which Memorandum fhall {pecify the Period for which fuch
Servant thall have agreed to ferve, and the Wages or other Confide-
rations which he or fhe is to receive for-his or her Service, and all
verbal Agreements between Mafter and Servant for a longer Period
than One Month are hereby declared to be null and vaid.

I1. And be it furtber EnafZed, That it fhall and may be lawful for any
one of His Majefty’s Juftices of the Peace on Complaint made by the
Matfter or Miftrefs of any Servant hired by him or her, cither verbal-
ly or by Writing, that fuch Servant has wilfully misbehaved to en-
quire into the Merits of fuch Complaint, and if fuch Juftice fhall find
the fame to be well founded, it fhall and may be lawful for fuch Ju-
ftice to-order a reafonable Part or Portion of fuch Servant’s Wages or
other Emoluments to be ftopped in the Hands of the Mafter or Mi~
ftrefs, Provided fuch Stopnge for any one Offence fhall not exceed
the Sum of Five Shillings.

And whereas Drunkennefs is a Vice become wery prevalent among the
lower Order of People, and efpecially among Servants to the great Danger
of the Families in which they live, as well as to the great Lofs and Injury
of their Mafers, for Remedy whereof s

IIL. Be it Enafted, Thatif any Mafter or Miftrefs fhall fell Rum or
other fpirituous Liquors to any Servant hired by him or her, fuch
Mafter or Miftrefs, fhall forfeit and pay for each and every fuch Of.
fence on Convi&ion before any Juftice of the Peace, double the Value
of fuch Rum, or other fpirituous Liquors, and it fhall not be lawful
for any Mafter or Miftrefs; to ftop the Wages, or any Part thereof
of any Servant or Labourer in his or her Service or Employment, for,
or on Account of any Rum or other fpirituous Liquors fald to fuch
Servant or Labourer, while in his, or her Service or Employment.

IV. And be it further Enafled, That all Notes, Bills, Specialties, or
Agreements whatever ; which fhall hereafter be given to any Perfon or
Perfons whatfoever, by any Servant or common Labourer, if it fhall
appear, that any Part of the Sum due or fecured by fuch Bond, Note,
Bill, Specialty, or Agreement, was given for or on Account of any
Rum or other fpirituous Liquors, the fame and every Part thereof
fhall be void and of none Effe®&, and all Accounts or Contra&s on
which Suits fhall or may be brought againft any Servant or common
Labourer, in which fhall appear any Charge made, dire&tly or indi-
reély, for Rum or other fpirtuous Liquors, the whole of fuch Ac-
count or Contraé fhall be null and void, and the Party fuing the fame
fhall become nonfuit.

V. And be it further Enafted,. That if any Tavernkeeper, or Re-
tailer, fhall by himfelf, or any other Perfon, buy, purchafe, or re-

ceivein Pawn ; any wearing Apparel, Tools or Implements of Trade
or Hufbandry, or any Houfehold Goods or Furniture made up from

" any Servant or common Labourer, fuch Tavernkeeper or Retailer

fhall
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fhall forfeit and pay for every fuch Offence a Sum not exceeding For-

ty Shillings, and the Bargain, Sale, or Pawning fhall be ip/o faffo
void, and the Articles fo purchafed or received, be immediately re-

flored, or double the Value thereof, on Pain of Imprifonment, not: Pain of paying 40s.

exceeding one Month, at the Difcretion of the Juftice or Juftices be-
fore whom Complaint fhall be made, and all Perfons keeping a Ta-~
vern or retailing {pirituous Liquors within ,this Province, after the
Publication hereof, are always to keep a fair ligible Copy of this A&
pafted or hung up in fome public and confpictions Part of their Houfe
under the Penalty of Ten Shillings, for each and every Days neglect
thereof, to be recovered before any Juftice or Juftices of the Peace on’
the Complaint of any Perfon or Perfons whatfoever. D

And whereas it is become requifite, as well o provide a more fuisable
Punifbment for Perfons convifled of clergyable Felony, Grand Larceny and

ether Offences, as to bind out to Service all Vagabonds, diforderly and beg-
garly Perfons. /

VL. Be it therefore Enasted by the Authority aforefaid, That from and
after the Publication hereof, all diforderly and beggarly Perfons,
who fhall be found ftrolling in any Part of this Provirice, .and who on
Examination before three of His Majefty’s Juftices of the Peace, fhall
not be able to fhow any vifible Means, whereby he or they obtain a
fober and honeft Livelihood, it fhall and may be lawful for fuch Jufti-
ces to commir fuch Perfon or Perfons to the next Jail, or Bridwell,
and to provide a Mafter or Miftrefs for fuch Perfon or Perfons, and
td execute an Indenture or Indentures in the ufual Form to bind fuch
Perfon ot Petfons to any Mafter or Miftrefs, who fhall appear to hire
him or them, for fuch Tetm of Time, and on fuch Conditions 28
fuch Juftices in their Difcretion fhall think fit,
Yecars, and all Perfons convi@ted of an

Larceny, or other Offences in any of His Majefty’s Courts of Judica-
ture within this Province, befides the Penalty infli®ed by Law on fuch
Offendérs may be bound out to Service as aforcfa-id, by Order of the
Judges or Juftices of fuch Court or Courts, and all Perfons receiv-
ing Indentures from the feveral Authorities aforefaid, fhall be entitled

to the entire Service and Labour of the Perfon or P
: : : erf
or bound, and all Perfons havin o

not exceeding Seven
y clergyable Felony, Grand

: fo indented

: ! i 8 Servants bound te them b

Authority aforefaid, or by the voluntary A& of any Servant ’ n:l:;
£

fell or affign the unexpired Term of fuch Servant or
tl.le Aflignee or Purchafer fhall be as fully entitled to jxeerv:::;’e ;::l
vice a'nd Labfmr of fuch Servant as the Perfon who afligned the fam -
Provided fuch .Aﬂ'lgnment fhall be made in the Prefence of, and wite};
?hc A?probatlon of three Juftices of the Pesce, and Secu;it'y iven
if required, not to carry fuch Servant out of the Province, ghvers
VIL. And beit furiber Enasted, by the Authority aforefoid, TFhut it
fhall and may be lawful for the Juftices in Seffions for each and every

County
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No Tavernkeeper
of Retailer to buy
of yeceive in Pawn
any Appatel, Tools
or Furniture on

and the Bargain to
be void and the
Articles to be re-
ftored.

Tavernkeepers and
Recailers to keep o
Copy of this A&
pafted up in their
Houfes, on Penalty
of 10s.

All diforderly Pera
fons to be appre-
hended and bound
to Service,

Perfons convitted
of clergeable Felo-
nies to be alfa
bound,

And Mafters hold
ing Indentures of
fuch Servants may
aflign the fame,
provided fuch Afl-
fignment is made
with the approbs-
tion of three Jufti-
ces prefent, and
Security given not
to carry Scevantout
of the Province.
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JoBtices in Seffions

ta make farther Re-
gulations refpelling
Servaats.
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County or Diftri& within this Province, and they are hereby dire@ed’
from Time to Time, to make further Orders and Regulations for the
better Government and more cffeual Correction of disobedient or

refra®ory Servants within their refpe&ive Jurisdictions, and alfo for
- the apprehending all runaway Servants, and conveying them to their

- p:opcr Maﬁers and Mxﬁreﬂ'es

Former Laws not
hereby expreisly

altered to be con- -

tinued.

" Preamble.

No Writ of Execu-
ion from Interior
Court to bedire@ed
to sny Sheriff out
of the County, and -
noone to be fued
there unlefs a&toal-
Ty refident witbin
the County.

VIII. dnd ,bc‘ it furtber.,Epa_ékd, That all and every the former
Laws of this Province, refpecting Mafters and Servants or either of
them, fo far as the fame or any Part thereof are net exprefsly abro.
gated or altered by this prefent A&, fhall be conftrued to bc in full
Force.

CAP VIL

An ACT for regulating the Manner of 1ﬁ'u1ng Pro-
cefs and Execution from the Infersor Ceurts of
Common Pleas for the feveral Counties in this Pro-
vince, and alfo for altering the Form of the Sum-
mons. heretofore ufcd

%()KW)K HERE AS' the Manner of iffuing Piocefs from the In-
3§ W ¥ ferior Courts of Common Pleas bas been found i mcom;;-
# nient and troublefome, and the Form of the Summons beyeto-
*9@&3&*% Sfore ufed, bas been found expenfive and vexatious, for reme-
dy wbereof ; o

1. Beit Enaéied, by the’ Lieutenant Governor, Council and Affembly,
That from and after the Publication hereof no Writ or Execution if-
fuing from the Inferior Court of Common Pleas fhall be diredted to an
Sheriff within the Province, except to the Sheriff of the County or
Diftri@ in which fuch Inferior Court of Common Pleas fhall fit or be]ong
to, and no Perfon or Perfons whatfoever fhall hereafter be fued in or
before any Inferior Court of Common Pleas, within this Province, unfefs
fuch Perfon or Perfons fhall be a@ually refident within the County
or Diftri®&, wherein fuch Inferior Court of Common Pleas fhall fit or
belong to. '

I1. And be it further Enatied, by the Authority aforéfaid, That from
and after the Publication hereof all Summon’s iffuing from any Court
of Record within this Province, fhall inftead of being, dire&ted to the
Sheriff or Conftable, be direéted to the Party or Parties, and the
Form of the Summons hereafter to be iffued from, or by any Court
of Record in this Province, fhall be as follows :

GEORGE



