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26 George III – Chapter 2  1 
 

At the General Assembly of the Province of Nova Scotia, begun and holden at Halifax, on the 
fifth day of December 1785, in the Twenty Sixth Year of his said Majesty’s Reign, being the 
First Session of the Sixth General Assembly convened in the said Province. 
 
26 George III – Chapter 2 
 
An Act to empower the Justices of the Peace to hold Special Courts of Sessions for the 
Purposes therein mentioned.  
 
Whereas the maintenance of persons committed to goals on criminal actions in the different 
parts of this Province, has generally been attended with expence, from the length of time 
intervening between the courts, and whereas the persons so committed, frequently suffer 
from the severity of the weather and length of confinement for remedy whereof.  
 
I. Be it enacted by the Governor, Council and Assembly, that from and after the first day of 
January next, which will be in the year of our Lord, one thousand seven hundred and eighty 
six; it shall and may be lawful for His Majesty’s Justices of the Peace in their respective towns 
and counties within this province, or any three of them, one whereof shall be of the quorum, 
to call a Special Court or Courts of Sessions between the stated times limited by law for 
holding the said courts, and proceed either by indictment or in a summary way by motion 
and order, to the trying and determining of all criminal offences which come under the 
denomination of simple larceny, or do not extend to life or limb.  
 
Provided always, that is shall not may be lawful for the said Justices to pass sentence of 
inflict punishment on such offenders unless they shall be first convicted at such court by the 
verdict of a jury duely impanelled and sworn for that purpose. 
 


