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At the GENER AL ASSEMBLY of the Province
of Nova-Scotia, begun and holden at HA-

LIFAX, on the fiXth Day of une 1770,
in the Tenth Year of the Reign of our So-
vereign Lord G E O R G E the Third
of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, King,
Defender of the Faith, &c. And there
continued by feveral Prorogations until
the Sixth Day of O&ober, 1783, in the
Twenty Third Year of His faid Majeft y's
Reign, being the Thirteenth Seffion ofthe
Fifth GeneralAfemb Convened in the faid
Province. J

C A P. I.

AN ACT for the better regulating the Ofice of
Sheriffs, and the Manner in, which the Sherifs,
Clerksof the Crown, and Clerks of the Peace lhall
return and pafs their Accounts of all Fines and
Forfeitures, which fhiall be Impofed by their re-
fpe&ive Courts, and whiçh fhall be levied by the
Sheriffs for the Ufe of the Crown.

0eb E it Enatled, by the Governor, Council, and Afembly, That it

B hall and may be lawful, for the Chief Juftice or in his Ab-
fence for the eldeif Judge of His Majefty's Supreme Court

gn .in the laft Day of Michealmas ferm annually, in the Lift of
Perfons, which thev are by Law to give to the Governor, Lieü t na:nt
Governor, or Cormmander inChief for the Time being, to rètu n, over
again the Nanes of fuch Perfon or Perfons as fhall be then in Office
of Sheriff in eae County ; provided it fliall appear to fuch Judge or
judges, that fuch Pérfon 'or Peffons, by writing under their Hand or
Hands direéted to the Judge or judges of the faid Court, fignifying'
his Confent, that he is willing to ferve again for the enfuing )er:.
And if the Governor, Lieutenant Governor, or Commander in'ë1ef,
for the time bcing, fhall fee fit to nominate fuch Perfon or PI?'ns as

M 3 fhall
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Such Sherif Ihall
take over agitin the
Oaths of Office,
give new Securities
and take out a new
Patent for each and
cvery Year he fliali
continue in Office.

Penalty for, Neg-
Ica' of compliance
wvith the precrib-
tion's,FiftyPounds.

The Governor &c.
in café of Negle&t
to appoint another.

Upon reprefenta-
tion by thejultices
in their General
Seffions againft the
former Sheriffferv-
ing or being return-
cd for the Second
Year, it fhall not be
lawful for him to
Aa.

The Sherlff or De.
puty who receive
muney to Account
for the fame (if re-

? uredi, in Twenty
fOUrHou ru, or i f d e-
tained they are lia-
ble to a fine of Fvec
Shillings in the
Pound for each &
cvery week the
faie .hal bc un-
paid.-

lhall be then in the Office of High Sheriff to ferve again for the en-
fuing Year, that then fuch Perfon or Perfons Ihall within two Months
after fuch Appointment or Appointments take over again the ufual
Oaths of Office, together with the Oaths herein after prefcribed, and
give new Securities, and take a new Patent out of the Secretary's Of-
fice for the fecond Year, as tho' he or they had never ferved the Of-
fice of Sheriff before, and ihall take new Oaths, give new Securities,
and take a new Patent for each and every Year, that he or they fhall
afterwards continue in Office as aforefaid, and if fuch Perfon or Perfons
fo continued in Office from Year to Year as before prefcribed, fhall
negled for a longer Time then two Months to take fuch new Patent,
new Oatlis, and give fuch new Securities, fuch Perfon or Perfons fhall
forfeit and pay the fum of Fifty Pounds, to be levied in the Manner
and Form fpecified in the Law for appointing Sheriffs through this
Province, and on fuch negle& as aforefaid, it fhall and may be lawful
for the Governor, Lieutenant Governor, or Commander in Chief for
the Time being, to appoint one of the other Perfons returned in the
faid Lift of three by the Judges as aforefaid.

Il. And be it further Enaéled, That if a Reprefentation figned by
the Juftices in their General Seffions affembled in any County withii
this Province, fhall be filed in His Majefty's Supreme Court, at Halifax,
as of any Micbaelmas Term, after the Publication of this Law, praying
thereby, that the Perfon then ferving the Office of Sheriff in fuch
County fhould not be returned in the Judges Lift of three to ferve the
Office of Sherriff for the enfuing Year, that then, and in fuch
Cafe the Judge whofe Bufinefs it is to return fuch Lift, fhall on no
Account whatfoever return in his Lif the Name of fuch Perfon fo
petitioned againif, and it lhall not be lawful for fuch Perfon fo
petitioned againft to be continued in Office a fecond Year.

III. And be itfurther Enaged, That if any Sheriff or the Deputies
by him appointed fhall levy or receive any Sum or Sums of Money
whatfoever by Virtue of any Execution, Writ or Procefs whatfoever,
and fhall detain fuch Sum or Sums of Money in his or their Hands
Twenty Four Hours after the Perfon or Perfons legally authorized to
receive the fame, or any Perfon lawfully by him or them appointed
for that Purpofe, fhall in the Prefence of one credible Witnefs demand
fuch Sum or Sums of Money to be paid over to him or them, that
then fuch Sheriff fhall forfeit to the Party intitled to receive fuch Suni
or Sums ofMoney for each and every Week, that, he or his Deputy or
Deputies fhall detain the fame, the Sum of five Shillings for each and
every Pound of lawful Currency of this Province, which, he orthey
(hall detain after demand made as aforefaid, the fame to be recover'd
by Bill, Plaint or Information, in His Majefty's Supreme Court at their
Sittings in any Part of this Province.

IV. And
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IV. And be it further Enaf5ed, That if any Sheriff of any County Penalty for neg!ea
-within this Province after any Writ, Procefs or Execution dire&ed to of due retura of
him, out of any Court of Record within the fame, lhall have come Writ, Procefs, or

tohis Hand or the Hands of his Deputies, he or they, on any Ac- Execuon Twenty
te Po ado h ad o i euis eorteo n c unds.
count whatfoever, fhall omit or negle& returning fuch Writ, Procefs
or Execution with his or their doings thereon, indorfed on the back
thereof in due Time into the Court where fuch Writ fhall be return-
able, fuch Sheriff for cach and every fuch Negle& of himfelf or his
Deputies, lhall forfeit and pay the Sum of Twenty Pounds, the fame
to be recovered by any Perfon or Perfons whatfoever by Bill, Plaint
or Information in any his Majefty's Court of Record within this
Province.

V. dnd be ilfuriber Etaaed, That if any Sheriff or his Deputies Penalty to which

lhall on any Pretence whatfoever, after any Summons, Capias or At- the Sheriff, &c. is
liable for compro-

tachment fhall have come to his or their Hands, fettle with, or receive mifing a Debt
from the Party or Perfons againft whom fuch Summons, Capias or At- fued for byfurn-

.Mons,Capia or At-
tachment fhall iffue any Sum or Sums of Money whatfoever, for or on tachment without
Accountor in full,,for uch Sum or Sums ofMoney as fuchSummons, ceav eogtePrtyAcconto in uitcaufing the fame
Capias or Attachment fhall be iftued for the Recovery of, or lhall re- to be Iffued, Tea
turn fuch Summons, Capias or Attachment fettled or fatisfied without Pou"<.
leave being firft had in.writing from the Party or Perfon iffuing fuch
Summons, Capias, or Attachment, or <ome Perfon lawfully authori-
zed by him, thereby impowering fuch Sheriff or Deputies to compro-
xnife the Suit or Suits for the Commencement of which fuch Sum-
inons,' Capias or Attachments was iffued, that then fuch Sheriff, on
Receiving fuch Sum or Sums of Money, or returning fuch Writ or »
Writs fatisfied without leave as aforefaid, fhall forfeit and pay for
chl and every Offence, the Sum of Ten Pounds, to be recovered by
any Perfon whatfoever, by Bill, Plaint or Information in any of his
Majefty's Courts of Record-in this Province.

VI. And be it further Enafled, That if any Sherif of any County In cafe of Death or
within this Province, fhail happen to die before his Year fhall be ex- Superfeadas, the

pired, or before he be lawfully fuperceded, neverthelefs the Deputy Bo beaccurbl
Sheriffs fo by him appointed fhall continue to execute the faid Office for the Condue of
in the Nanie of the deceafed Sheriff, until another Sheriff ihall be ap- thige to A&

pointed for the faid County. and fworn into Office, and the Securities
given by the Sheriff for the faithfùll Difcharge of his Office, fhall be
account.ble for the Condua of the faid Deputy or Deputies in the
fame manner as they would have been was the faid Sheriff living.

VII. And be it furtber EnrAed, That.all Sheriffs which in future The Oath to be ta,
hall be appointed on their entering upon their Office fhall take and ken by all Sherifs

fubfcribe the following Oath: I. d. B. de folemnly Swear, -that I wili on their enterirg
trulyjerve the King in the Office of Sherif of the County of' UPOflthcîr Office.

and promote His Majefy's Profit in ail Tbings that belong to my Office, as
far as I legally can or may, I 1will truly preferve tLbe King's Peace and ail

Rightr,

a783. 23î.
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Sheriffs, Clerks of
the Crown and
Clerke of the Peace
to Account for all

nes & Forfeitures
to the Crown evcrr
Six Months.

Rights, wbicb belong to bis Crown, and where I bave any Knowledge of
the King's Revenue being dimin'|ed, cncealed or wafted, or of any Perfon
or Perfons concerned in colleèting tbe fame, being negligent in tbeir Duty, I
will certify, and inform the King's Reprefentative witbin this Province, or
fome of bis 7udges of the fame, I will do rigbt as well to Poor as to Ricb
in all things belonging to my Office. I will do no wrong to any Perfon
wbatforver for any Gift, Reward or Promife, nor for Favour nor Hatred,
I will dißurb no Man's Rigbts, J will at the End of the Year render to
is Majefty's Supreme Court at Halifax a true and fait hful 4ccount of

fucb Debts, Duties, Fines or' Forfeitures to the Crown, as iall be levied

by me, or otberwife come to my Hands. I will do notbing wbereby -the
King, or any of bis Subjefis may lofe, or wbereby the Revenue of .tbis Pro-
vince may be injured or dimini/hed. I will witbout refpite or delay return,
and trulyferve all the Writs coming to ny Hands witbout Favor or Afeffion.
I will take no Deputy or Bailif into my Service, but fucb as I will anfwer
for, and will caufe each of tbem before tbey enter on their Ofce to take akd
fubfcribe this Oatb : I will make'due returh every ear Ihall be continued
in tbis Office, to the King's Courts at tbeir Sittings witbin my Bailiwick of
all the Freebolders and Perfons qualifed for Grand or Petty 7uries within
the Limits of thefame. I wiil not during the Continuance of my fice-re-

ceive from any Perfon or Perfons wbaffoever,- either direflly or indireqbry,
any Fee, Favor, or Reward for congitutiâgfucb Perfon or Perfons my De-

puty or Baif, but will keep afßri1 Eye overfuch Fer/on or Fer/eus, that
tbey do not exaJ unreafonable Fees, or tbât they are not guilty of Extortion
er Opprejion in tbeir Ofces. I will n't aJk or demand from any Perfon or
Perfons whatfoever, any more Travel for the Service of any Writ or Pro..
cefs, than wbat I bave attually and Bona fide travelled over for the Ser-
vice of Mbe fame. I will trul and diligently execute the Laws and Statutes
of tbis Province, and in all Tbings willflritly bebave myfelf in my Offi
for the Honour of the King, and the good of bis Subjedts.

So belp me GOD.

VIII. And Whereas great and many Inconveniencies have arien, by .ea/on
of the Clerks of tbeCrown, Clerks of the Peace and Sberiffs, negleling regu
lari, to account for fucb Fines and Forfeitures as lil be adjudged to be levie¢
for tbe King in tbeir refpeffive Counties.

Be it tberefore Enatled, that from and after the Publication hereof, ail
Clerks of the Crown, and Clerks of the Peace in the feveral Counties
within this Province, fhall once in every fix Months certify under the
Seal of their refpedive Courts into the Office of the Clerk of the Su-
preme Court at Halifax, an Account, flating therein the feveral Fines,
Penalties and Forfeitures adjudged to the King in their rerpeaive
Courts, together with the Names of the Perfons, who fhall bei adà
judged to pay fuch Fines, Penalties and Forfeitures, and in Cafê no
Fine, Penalty, or Forfeiture fhall be adjudged to the Crown in. any,
or either of faid Courts within the faid fix Months, then the Clerk of

fuch Court lhall certify the fame as aforefaid; and in Cafe any Clerk
of
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of the Crow<l, or Ckorks of the Pesce f«~ any,<3ountry w ,i thi1o
Irince, lhaiI negleét to malcc Retwrn ln thc manner. af'orefà1dtevêty ft
Moeiths, fuch Clerlc ilal forfeit and pay fcç cack and evcry -Negleët
te S-um tif Five Pounds, to'be recovered on Information by any ef
whatfoever in h is M kily's Supreme Court at J,1faxsý anad'iii Cofe -any
Shcriff of aav Co'un ty within, this Provintce, lhall1 neglc.& dr dctay lon-
gev than tvw Moixths a&ter his «Yer of(OMcc 1flf expire, ta> rendcr
an Aecomrit on Oath to the faid Clerk of the 4upr4m' Court i Hatifaxo
of ah fuch Fines. Fode,ýtures. PNnaities, or q±herDeb s or Duos of
the Cmowa au ffiai! be kvied by hîm,, together with the X1a nffl. of tbu
Perfons au whona the Camne Lhall bc levied, fuch Sheriff, fbr each an4
erver Neg!et as af=rfaid, thali fSrdit aud- ýpy the S=m of rwventy
Fonds, the famne <o 6e recovered en the Ilafornation of aay Perfon

*hatfoever, before bis Mae4ys zpreme Court at Halifax, one 1h11
tGid Penalty te g tu the informer, and the othie Half ro .the Crown,'

lx. A.4 Iae if fýr:br, £ndad, Thit at 'the EncI of ecvzty Eafter
,Terni dute CkTrk b is Mnjetypsý Supreme iCourt ln Haifax, Ihalt ftate
IttGerai Accut oF .ail the Fine, F«Ùiitu.-es and Penalties 4V
ÈMd tu the Crowa luthe feveral Cout wlt-Mn: this ?h1ijtne, pàitd.

<ulrizimg cacr Cou'nty, - and tite Nanéc f *(the P>rfoiâ. 'ýrho 1ball b
aduge teop:y fâch Fnes. 'Pofeitcrres akd PienalÉmc , as Af à tire

M&d he. Ntmes ef the Perfan- wh, oive dutine ~cifl
comit MIe à&s fScd -the Mad Oei*'Éofw raid! Supv*ue-Cbv? ha1
muti laek the Sr-ai of fai4Cowt iinto the Trearury. of this W4ovi~e

Futtrtuacli Ithýe r hld Eiir'lha eféry Ea~~to , n Ii? T r f~

1ofet iin ioUe Sum W -f d4-t fQU dir acti an every e-
IeQff~oe~a due i :xé tà1 S rèoee btfore the Laid Sùrenze

gaI~fa; on on ÔnÔ,,ÂiÎ ofnÂ1 ,1 watîoeyre4 ôfie

&iJeO.in.- this Pro#ince, u-nm t Wh~o= JuJgee>
-mets ~v~bee ~cvercXoa Accesuatr of Loffi4s

fuL1ai~~~4by due Derd o1bfI e- Dz~
Ztb R9my F bdS f me «e ur/ , and<~# ,egwr#d tai,

rA againfi Other Perons, 'likew:fe Iyhabitantls and subegs of
N4J3 h.

Fine for Negleat
Five 1'ouiids,

Flae for ncgla [
this Cale for IonScr
than two Mlontks
afcer tbeir Ycsr of
Ofiiel1ha}I ex jirp

Clerk of teu.
.preme %court At

-tuin fuch Accoun;
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