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Atthe GENERAL AsseMmBLY of the Province
of Nova-Scotia, begun and holden at Ha-
LIFAX, on the fixth Day of Fume 1770,
in the Tenth Year of the Reign of our So-
vereign Lord GEOR G E the Third
of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, King,
Defender of the Faith, &c. And there
continued by feveral Prorogatxons until
the Sixth Day of O&ober, 1783, 1n the
Twenty Third Year of Hisfaid Majefty’s
Reign, being the Thirteenth Seflion ofthe
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Fifth General ﬂﬁ%mb]y convened in the faid ~

Provmce.

CAP L

AN ACT for the better regulatmg the Oﬁice of
~ Sheriffs, and the Manner in, which the Sheriffs,

Clerksof the Crown, and Clerks of the Peace fhall |

return and pafs their Accounts of all Fines and

Forfeitures, which fhall be Impofed by their re-
{pe&ive Courts, and Whlch fhall be levied by the
Sheriffs for the Ufe of the Crown.

‘&&QE‘ E it Enafled, by the Governor, Council, and Affembly, That it
& fhall and may be lawful, for the Chief Juftice or in his Ab.

Efence for the cldeft Judge of His Majefty’s Supreme Court
gm in the laft Day of Michealmas Term annually, in the Lift of

Perfons, which they are by Law to give to the Governor, Lneutenant
Governor, or Commander in Chief for the Time being, to retum over
again the Names of fuch Perfon or Perfons as fhall be then in Oﬂice

of Sheriff in each €ounty provided it fhall appear to fuch Judgc or

Judges, that fuch Perfon or Perfons, by writing under their Hand or

Hands direéted to the Judge or Judges of the faid Court, ﬁgmfymg}'

his Confent, thathe’is willing toferve again for the enfumg Yoﬁu

And if the Governor, Lieutenant Govcmor, or Commander in‘ t‘ﬁ' cf

for the time being, fhall fee fit to nominate fuch Perfon or - Peffons as
M3 fhall

Chicf Juftice =t
Michselmas Term,
may. return over a-
gain the Neme of -
the .Perfon faiving.
the Office of Sheriff
with- his own con-.
fent to feyve for the:
Enfuing Yesr. -



ng.

Such Sheriff fhall
take over again the
Oaths of Offce,
give new Sccurities
and take out a new
Patent for each and
every Year he fhail
continue in Office.

Penalty for, Neg-
le@ of compliance
with the prescrib-
tion’s,FiftyPounds.

The Governor &c.
in cafe of Negle&t
to appoiatanother.

Upon reprefenta-
tion by the Juttices
in their General
Seflions againft the
former Sheriff ferv-
ing or being return-
ed for the Second
Year, it fhall not be
Jawful for himto
A&,

The Sheriff or De-
puty who receive
money to Account
for the fame (if re-
?uircd, in Twenty
ourHours, or if de-
tained they are lia-
ble to 2 fine of Five
Shillings in the
Pound for each &
cvery week the
farne fhall be un-
paid.
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fhall be then in the Office of High Sheriff to ferve again for the en-
fuing Year, that then fuch Perfon or Perfons fhall within two Months
after fuch Appointment or Appointments take over again the ufual
Oaths of Office, together with the Oaths herein after prefcribed, and
give new Securities, and take a new Patent out of the Secretary’s Of-
fice for the fecond Year, as tho’ he or they had never ferved the Of-
fice of Sheriff before, and fhall take new Oaths, give new Securities,
and take a new Patent for eachand every Year, that he or they fhall
afterwards continue in Office as aforefaid, and if fuch Perfon or Perfons
fo continued in Office from Year to Year as before prefcribed, thall
negle& for a longer Time then two Months to take fuch new Patent,
new Oaths, and give fuch new Securities, fuch Perfon or Petfons fhall
forfeit and pay the fum of Fifty Pounds, to belevied in the Manner
and Form fpecified in the Law for appointing Sheriffs through this
Province, and on fuch negle& as aforefaid, it fhall and may be lawful
tor the Governor, Lieutenant Governor, or Commander in Chief for

the Time being, to appoint one of the other Perfons returned in the
faid Lift of three by the Judges as aforefaid.

11. And be it further Enafled, That if a Reprefentation figned by
the Juftices in their General Seffions aflembled in any County within
this Province, fhall be filed in His Majefty’s Supreme Court, at Halifaxs
as of any Michaelmas Term, after the Publication of this Law, praying
thereby, that the Perfon then ferving the Office of Sheriff in fuch
County fhould not be returned in the Judges Lift of three to ferve the
Office of Sherriff for the enfuing Year, that then, and in fuch
Cafe the Judge whofe Bufinefs it is to return fuch Lift, fhall on no
Account whatfoever return in his Lift the Name of fuch Perfon fo
petitioned againft, and it fhall not be lawful forfuch Perfon fo
petitioned againft to be continued in Office a fecond Year. )

L. And be it further Enafled, Thatif any Sheriff or the Deputies
by him appointed fhall levy or receive any Sum or Sums of Money
whatfoever by Virtue of any Execution, Writ or Procefs what{oever,
and fhall detain fuch Sum or Sums of Money in his or their Hands
Twenty Four Hours after the Perfon or Perfons legally authorized to
receive the fame, or any Perfon lawfully by him or them appointed
for that Purpofe, fhall in the Prefence of one credible Witnefs demand
fuch Sum or Sums of Money to be paid overto him or them, that
then fuch Sheriff fhall forfeit to the Party intitled to receive fuch Sum
or Sums ofMoney for each and every Week, that, he or his Deputy or
Deputics fhall detain the fame, the Sum of five Shillings for each and
every Pound of lawful Currency of this Province, which he orthef
fhall detain after demand made as aforefaid, the fame to be recover’d
by Bill, Plaint or Information, in His Majeﬁy’s Supreme Court at their
Sittings in any Part of this Province.

IV, dnd
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IV. And be it furtber Enafled, That if any Sheriff of any County
within this Province after any Writ, Procefs or Execution dire@ed to
him, out of any Court of Record within the fame, fhall have come
to his Hand or the Hands of his Deputies, he or they, on any Ac-
count whatfoever, fhall omit or negle& returning fuch Writ, Procefs
or Execution with his or their doings thereon, indorfed on the back
thereof in due Time into the Court where fuch Writ fhall be return-
able, fuch Sheriff for cack and every fuch Negle& of himfelf or his
Deputies, fhall forfeit and pay the Sum of Twenty Pounds, the fame
to be recovered by any Perfon or Perfons whatfoever by Bill, Plaint
or Information in any his Majefty’s Court of Record within this
Province.

V. And be it further Ezafled, That if any Sheriff or his Deputies
fhall on any Pretence whatfoever, after any Summons, Capias or At-
tachment fhall have come to his or their Hands, fettle with, or receive
from the Party or Perfons againft whom fuch Summons, Capiasor At-
tachment fhall iffue any Sum or Sums of Money whatfoever, for or on
Account,or in full, for fuch Sum or Sums of Money as fuch Summons,
Capias or Attachment fhall be iffued for the Recovery of, or fhall re.
turn fuch Summons, Capias or Attachment fettled or fatisfied without
leave being firft had in writing from the Party or Perfon iffuing fuch
Summons, ‘Capias, or Attachment, or fome Perfon lawfully authori-

~ zed by him, thereby impowering {uch Sheriff or Deputies to compro-
mife the Suit or Suits for the Commencement of which fuch Sum-
mons, Capias or Attachments was iffued, that then fuch Sheriff, on

Receiving fuch Sum or Sums of Money, or returning fuch Writ or
Writs fatisfied without leave as aforefaid, fhall forfeit and pay for °

each and every Offence, the Sum of Ten Pounds, to be recovered by

any Perfon whatfoever, by Bill, Plaint or Information in any of his

Majc{’cy s Courts of Record in this Province.

V1. Aud be it further Enafted, That if any Sheriff of any County
within this Province, fhall happen to die before his Year fhall be ex-
pired, or before he be lawfully fuperceded, neverthelefs the Deputy
Sheriffs fo by him appointed fhall continue to execute the faid Office
in the Name of the deccafed Sheriff, wntil another Sheriff fhall be ap-
pomtcd for the faid County, and fworninto Office, and the Securities
given by the Sheriff for the faithfull Difcharge of his Office, Thall be
accountzble for the Condu of the faid Deputy or Deputies in the
fame manner as they would have been was the faid Sheriff living.

VII. And beit further Enafied, That all Sheriffs which in future
frall be appointed on their entering upon their Office fhall take and
fubkeribe the following Oath : 1. 4. B. do folemnly Swear, -that T will
truly ferve the King in the Office of Sheriff of the County of
and promote His Majefty’s Profit in ail Things that belong to my Office, as
Sar as Ilegally can or may, I will tryly preferve the King’s Peace and ail

Rights,
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Penalty for negle&
of due return of
Writ, Procefs, or
Exccution Twenty
Pounds,

Penalty to which
the Sheriff, &c. is
liable for compro-
mifing a Debt
fued for by fum-
mons,Capias cr At-
tachment without
leave of the Party
caufing the fame
to be Ifued, Ten
Poundia

In cafe of Death or
Superfeadas, the
Bail of the Sheriff
to be accountable
for the Condu& of
the Deputy, who is
obliged 10 A&,

The Oath to be ta.
ken by all Sheriffs
on their ecnterirg
upon their Office,
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Sheriffs, Clerks of
the Crown and
Clerks of the Peace
to Accoant for all
fines & Forfeitures,
to the Crown every’
Six Months.
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Rights, which belong to bis Crown, and where I bave any Knowledge of
the King’s Revenue being diminifbed, concealed or wafted, or of any Perfon

_ or Perfons concerned in collesting the [ame, being negligent in their Duty, I

will certify, and inform the King’s Reprefentative within this Province, or
Jome of bis Fudges of the fame, I willdo right as well to Poor as to Rich
in all things belonging to my Office. I will do no wrong to any Perfon
whatfoever for any Gift, Reward or Promife, nor for Favour nor Hatred,

I will difiurb no Man’s Rights, oI will at the End of the Year render to
His Majefty’s Supreme Court af Halifax 4 true and faithful Account of
fuch Debts, Duties, Fines or' Forfeitures to the Crown, as fball be levied
by me, or otherwife come to my Hands. I will do nothing whereby-the
King, or any of bis Subjects may lofe, or whereby the Revenue of .this Pro-
vince may be injured or diminifbed. I will without refpite or delay return,
and truly ferve all the Writs coming tomy Hands without Favor or Affettion.
I will take no Deputy or Bailiff into my Service, but fuch as I will anfwer
fory and will caufe each of them before tbey enter on their Office to take and
fubfcrzbe this Oath : I will make due retur every Year I fball be contintied
in this Office, to the King's Courts at their Sittings within my Bailiwick of
all the Frecholders and Perfons qualified for Grand or Petty Furies within
the Limits of the fame. I will not during the Continuance of my Office.re-
ceive from any Perfon or Perfons whatfoever, either direttly- or indirettly,
any Fee, Favor, or Reward for confituting fuch Perfon or Perfons my De-
puty or Bailiff, but wilk keep a firist Eye over fuch Perfon or Perfons, that
they do ot exalt unreafonable Fees, or that they are not guilty of Extortion
or Oppreffion in their Offices. I will not afk or demand from any Perfon or
Perfons whatfoever, any more Travel for the Service of any Writ or Pro-
cefs, than what I bave afually and Bona fide travelled cver for the Ser-
wice of the fame. I will truly and diligently execute the Laws and Statutes
of this Province, and in all Things will firiitly bebave myfelf in my Oﬁre_
for the Honour of the King, and the good of bis Subjefts.” -

So beélp me GOD. - ' )

VIIL. And Whercas great and many Inconveniencies bave arifen, by 2eafon
of the Clerks of the Crown, Clerks of the Peace and Sheriffs, neglecling regu~
larly to account for fuch Fines and Forfeitures as fball be adjudged to be levied
for the King in their refpective Counties,

Be it therefore Enadled, that from and after tl};c Publication hereof, all
Clerks of the Crown, and Clerks of the Peace in the feveral Countxeé
within this Province, fhall once in every fix Months certify under the
Seal of their refpective Courts into the Office of the Clerk of the Su-
preme Court at Halifax, an Account, ftating therein the feveral Fines,
Penalties and Forfeitures adjudged to the King in their refpe@ive
Courts, together with the Names of the Perfons, who fhall be ad:
judged to pay fuch Fines, Penalties and Forfeitures, and in Cafe no
Fine, Penalty, or Forfeiture fhall be adjudged to the Crown in any,
or either of faid Courts within the faid fix Months, then the Clerk of

fuch Court fhall certify the fame as aforefaid ; and in Cafe any Clerk
of
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of the Crown, or Clerks of the Reace for any County within this Pro-
vince, fhail negle& to make Retumns in the manner aforefaid evéry fix
Months, fuch Clerk fhall forfeit and pay for each and every Negle&@
the Sum of Five Pounds, to be recovered on Information by any Perfon
whatfoever in his Majefty’s Supreme Court at Halifaxy, and in Cafe any
Sheriff of any County within this Province, fhall neglc& or delay lon-
ger than two Months after his Year of Office fhall expire, to render
an Account on Oath to the faid Clerk of the Supreme Court in Halifax,
of all fuch Fines, Forfeitures, Penaltics, or other Debts or Ducs of
the Crowa as thall be levied by him, together with the Names of the
Perfons on whom the fame thall be levied, fuch Sheriff, for each snd
every Neglett as aforefaid, thall forfeit and pay the Sum of Twenty
Pounds, the fame ¢o be recovered on the Information of any Perfon
whatfoever, before his Majefty’s Supreme Court at Halifax, one Half
{aid Penalty to go to the Informer, 2ad the ather Half to the Crown,

1X. Aud bo'it furthér Ensfied, That at the End of evety Fafter
“Term, the Clerlé of bis Majelty’s Sapreme Court in Halifax, fhall ftate
& General Account of all the Fines, Forfeitures and Penalties adJud-
ged to the Crown in ‘the feveral Courte within this Province, parti-
culurizing each County, ‘and the Names of the Perfons who fhalt be
adjudged to pay fach Fines, -Potfeitures and Pendlties, 45 affo the
Sums levied on Account théredf, ahd the Same that il Be then due,
sad the Names of the Perfons who' otwe the fame, whicH faid Ak.
count Bsted: 2s-afdrclaid,; the faid Clerk-of the faid Suprome Cowrt {hafl
cestify ander the Seal of faid Court inta the Treafury of this rovmce,
and in Cafe ‘the 'fid ' Clerk falf negledt to return fiich Alcéonnt in
Fourteen' Days sfter the Frid of évcry Eaﬁet Term, fiich C‘!‘ork fhatl
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Fine for Negle®t
Five Pounds,

Fine for negleA in
this Cafe for longer
than two Months
after their ¥ear of
Office thall expire
twengy Ponnds,

Clerk of the $u-

reme Court at
Balifes ol 10
2.Genesal Accouns
of Finssy &5>° .

Penaley for Neg-
le& to ftate and rg.
turn fuch Accoung

. Tweoty Boundsr,

forfeit and %ﬁk Summ of Twenty Poinds, far each and eiery’ Neg’ T

Je&, or Om 3 the fame to be rcwvercd before the faid” Shprcme
Coart in Halifax, on the fnférﬁ‘lat' on of " any Peri'on what{'oever, ont

M i'zit! Pemlty to go to’ fhe ng, 2 ﬁhc ofhex Half to ;hel

C A~ P I’l'

Ap A(;T for the Relief of ﬁ.md;:y of his Magcﬁy s
. Sobjeds.in this Province, - aguinft whom. Judge-
~mernts h’ave been tecovered, on Account of Loffes
 fuftained by the Depredations of the Eupmy._ -

Tl

Farest

74 ERE AS fome Pzrjbn:, Iababrtms af rbxs Pra'mlm,
who bave fupainad . Loffes by Reafow of the Depredarions of
the:Enemy, bave commenced Suiss, and recovsred Fudphents
againft other Perfons, likewife Inbabitants and Subjelts of

N 3 this

Preamble-



