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At the General Assembly of the Province of Nova Scotia, begun and holden at Halifax, on the 
Sixth Day of June, 1770, in the Tenth Year of the Reign of Our Sovereign Lord George the 
Third, of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith, &c. and there 
continued by several Prorogations until the Sixth day of June, Anno Domini 1777, in the 
Seventeenth Year of his said Majesty’s Reign, being the Fifth General Assembly convened in 
the said Province. 
 
17 George III – Chapter 9 
 
An Act for more effectually preventing the Desertion of Seamen and Soldiers from his 
Majesty’s Navy and Army in this Province.  
 
Whereas notwithstanding the provision made by the act of parliament, and the acts of the 
General Assembly of this Province, for preventing he desertion of seamen from his Majesty’s 
ships of war, and of soldiers from his Majesty’s troops in this province, many evil minded 
persons do harbour, conceal, assist and even excite them to desert, to the great detriment 
of his Majesty’s service; for remedy whereof,  
 
Be it enacted, by the Lieutenant-Governor, Council and Assembly, that if any person shall 
harbour or conceal any stranger or idle wandering person, who has not a certificate or pass 
from one of his Majesty’s Justices of the Peace within this province, or from an officer 
commanding any of Majesty’s ships or vessels, or from the commanding officer of any 
regiment, troop or company, to which they belong, which shall set forth from whence such 
person shall have come, and the place to which they are to pass, and shall not use his 
utmost endeavour to apprehend, or cause such idle or wandering person to be apprehended 
and conveyed before some Justices of Peace, such person being thereof convicted before 
any two or more of his Majesty’s Justices of Peace either on confession on oath of one 
credible witness, shall forfeit a sum not exceeding twenty pounds, nor less than ten pounds, 
one half to the informer or prosecutor and the other half to the poor of the township where 
the offence shall be committed to be levied by distress and sale of the offender’s goods and 
chattles by warrant from such Justices, and if sufficient distress cannot be found, it shall be 
lawful for such Justices to commit the person so offending to goal, or to the house of 
correction; there to be kept to hard labour for any time, not exceeding four months, not less 
than two months.  
 
II. And be it also enacted, that if any person shall advise or incite any seaman or soldier to 
desert, such person so advising or inciting shall upon conviction by the oath of two or more 
credible witnesses before two of his Majesty’s Justices of the Peace be liable to a fine of 
forty pounds, for the use of the poor of the township where the offence shall be committed, 
and be levied and recovered as aforesaid, and in failure of payment thereof, or where no 
sufficient distress can be found, whereon to levy the same, such person shall be committed 
to goal or the house of correction, there to be kept to hard labour for twelve months.  
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III. Provided always that any person who shall have been prosecuted and fined on the act 
of parliament for concealing or harbouring deserters shall not be again prosecuted for the 
same offence on this Act.  
 
IV. And provided also, that this Act and every clause and article therein contained shall be 
of force for and during the present rebellion in America, and no longer. 
 


