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At the General Assembly of the Province of Nova Scotia, begun and holden at Halifax, on the 
Sixth Day of June, 1770, in the Tenth Year of the Reign of Our Sovereign Lord George the 
Third, of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith, &c. and there 
continued by several Prorogations until the Twelfth Day of June, Anno Domini 1775, in the 
Fifteenth Year of his said Majesty’s Reign, being the Second Session of the Fifth General 
Assembly convened in the said Province. 
 
15 George III – Chapter 4 (Session 1) 
 
An Act to empower the Governor, Lieutenant Governor or Commander in Chief for the 
Time being to prohibit the Exportation of Gunpowder, Arms and Ammunition or Salt Petre 
or carrying the same coastways.  
 
Whereas it is thought necessary, during the present disturbances in America, and may 
hereafter be deemed expedient, to prevent the exportation of gunpowder, arms and 
ammunition or salt petre or carrying the same coastways, except for his Majesty’s use and 
service.  
 
I. Be it therefore enacted, by the Governor, Council and Assembly, that it shall and may be 
lawful for the Governor, Lieutenant Governor, or Commander in Chief for the time being, by 
and with the advice and consent of his Majesty’s council to issue a proclamation for 
prohibiting for such time as shall be therein expressed; the exportation out of the Province 
or coastways, any gunpowder, arms and ammunition, salt petre; except for his Majesty’s use 
and service, or with licence first obtained by the Governor, Lieutenant Governor, or 
Commander in Chief for the time being, or other person appointed by Government for that 
purpose.  
 
II. And be it enacted, that if any gunpowder, arms and ammunition, or salt petre, shall be 
shipped or laden on board any vessel for exportation, or be carried coastways, contrary to 
such proclamation so issued for prohibiting the exportation thereof, the same shall be 
forfeited, and the master of such vessel or any other person or persons concerned in 
shipped or lading any gunpowder, arms, and ammunition, or salt petre; shall forfeit and pay 
the sum of fifty pounds to be recovered in any of his Majesty’s courts of record in this 
province, and applied one half to his Majesty’s use, and the other half to the informer.  
Provided, that nothing in this Act shall extend or be construed to extend to any small 
quantity of gunpowder or small arms for the ship or vessel use.  
 
And be it enacted, that this Act shall continue for one year from and after the publication 
thereof, and until the end of the session of the General Assembly then next following. 
 


