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At the General Assembly of the Province of Nova Scotia, begun and holden at Halifax, on the 
Sixth Day of June, 1770, in the Tenth Year of the Reign of Our Sovereign Lord George the 
Third, of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith, &c. and there 
continued by several Prorogations until the Twentieth Day of October, Anno Domini 1775, in 
the Fifteenth Year of his said Majesty’s Reign, being the Second Session of the Fifth General 
Assembly convened in the said Province. 
 
15 George III – Chapter 1 (Session 2) 
 
An Act in Addition to the several Acts of this Province, made for regulating the Militia, and 
more particularly an Act made in the Second Year of His present Majesty’s Reign, intitled, 
An Act for the better regulating the Militia on actual Service in Time of War.   
 
Whereas many and great inconveniencies may arise for want of a sufficient power by law 
being granted to the Governor, Lieutenant Governor, Lieutenant Governor, or Commander 
in Chief of the province for the time being, to enlist and embody out of the militia such 
sufficient and able bodied persons as are best qualified, and fit for actual service in time of 
danger.  
 
I. Be it enacted by the Governor, Council and Assembly, that the Governor, Lieutenant 
Governor or Commander in Chief, for the time being, or any and every person by him or 
them for that purpose appointed, shall and may enlist as volunteers, and enter into the 
service of this province, or any regiment of militia to be embodied within the same all and 
every able bodied person as may be willing to enlist in the said provincial militia.  
 
II. Provided always, that no apprentice, or indented servant shall be inlisted as a volunteer 
in the said militia.  
 
III. And be it enacted, that the Governor, Lieutenant Governor or Commander in Chief, for 
the time being, shall and may commission and appoint such Officer or Officers, as he or they 
shall think proper (being persons resident and freeholders in this province for at least one 
year last before their appointment) to elect and draught by ballot from the militia of this 
province, so many able bodied men as the Governor, Lieutenant Governor or Commander in 
Chief for the time being, with the advice and consent of his Majesty’s council shall from time 
to time think necessary to assist in the defence of this Province.  
 
IV. And be it also enacted, that the commanding officer of each and every regiment, troop 
or company of militia in this province, or such other person so commissioned as aforesaid, 
shall under the penalty of twenty pounds for each and every neglect or offence, from time 
to time, and at all times, upon receiving orders from the Governor, Lieutenant Governor, or 
Commander in chief, for the time being, within forty eight hours after receiving such orders, 
order and direct to be warned by a proper or usual warning officer, the regiment troop or 
company, from which draughts are to be made as aforesaid, to be drawn out, muster and 
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appear, at some convenient place in each township or district, where such militia reside, 
within three days from the issuing such orders.  
 
V. And be it also further enacted, that each and every person who by the laws of this 
Province are obliged to serve in the militia, upon being warned by a proper or usual warning 
officer, either by personal notice or a written notice, left at his or their usual place of abode, 
shall personally attend at the time and place muster as aforesaid, under the penalty of ten 
pounds for each and every neglect or offence, unless it be made appear upon the trial, that 
the attendance of such person so notified to muster, was prevented by sickness or other 
unavoidable accident.  
 
VI. And whereas in the eighth section of the Act, made in the second year of his present 
Majesty’s reign, intitled, “An Act for the better Regulating the Militia on actual Service in 
Time of War.” It is enacted, “That when any part of the militia shall be draughted to march 
from one part of the province or town to another, on real service, all such draughts or 
detachments shall be made by ballot from each company, in exact proportion, according to 
the numbers then fit for duty, which shall be on the oath of the captain or commanding 
officer, to the best of his knowledge.” But no form of the said oath is prescribed in the said 
Act; Be it enacted, that before such ballot shall be made by every such captain or 
commanding officer, he shall take the following oath, before one of His Majesty’s Justices of 
the Peace.  
 
“I ________ do solemnly swear, that I will without fear, favour, affection, reward or promise 
thereof, make a just and true ballot to the best of my skill and knowledge, of all and every 
able bodied man, fit and sufficient for actual service, in the militia under my command.”  
 
VII. And be it also enacted, that the Governor, Lieutenant Governor or Commander in Chief, 
for the time being, is hereby impowered, and may order such corps or body of militia so o be 
raised and embodied, to march into any part or parts of this Province for the defence of the 
same, and there to execute and perform such duties and services, as from time to time, he 
or they shall with the advice and consent of his Majesty’s council judge necessary for the 
defence and service of this Province.  
 
VIII. And be it also further enacted, that all and every commissioned and non-commissioned 
officer, drummer and private soldier, of such embodied militia, shall receive and be paid as 
his or their allowance and pay, the same rates, proportions and allowances, as are appointed 
and directed by an Act, made in the second year of his present Majesty’s reign, intitled, “An 
Act for the better regulating the Militia on actual Service in Time of War,” and also, that each 
and every officer in the said militia so to be embodied, shall receive and be allowed the like, 
and every such like rations and provisions and allowances as officers of the like appointment 
serving in his Majesty’s army, and that the aforesaid rates and proportions of monies and 
provisions, shall be paid, delivered and accounted for unto all, such commissioned officers 
monthly, and unto all and every non-commissioned officer and soldier weekly.  
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IX. Provided always, and be it enacted, that the Governor, Lieutenant-Governor or 
Commander in chief, for the time being, with the advice and consent of his Majesty’s 
council, and the field officers of such corps, regiment, troops, or companies of militia so to 
be embodied, may order and direct, to be retained and stopped such sum or sums of money 
out of the allowance and pay to each and every non-commission officer, soldier and 
drummer, not exceeding one third of their daily pay and subsistence, for purchasing and 
providing such cloathing and necessaries, as may be requisite for such militia, and which 
cloathing and necessaries, shall belong, pertain and be the property of each respective 
person, for whom the same are provided, subject nevertheless to such military regulations, 
laws and orders, as may be made from time to time by the Governor, Lieutenant-Governor, 
or Commander in Chief for the time being, with the advice and consent of his Majesty’s 
council, and the field officers of such militia so to be embodied.  
 
X. And be it also enacted, that all and every fine and penalty that may be incurred by force 
or virtue of this Act, shall and may be recovered upon the oath of one or more credible 
witness, before any two of his Majesty’s Justices of the Peace (not being officers of such 
corps or body of militia, so to be raised or embodied) and the said fine and penalties shall be 
levied by warrant of distress or execution under the hands and seals of such Justices upon 
the body, goods chattels or estate, of each and every delinquent, and that all and every fine 
and penalty levied, recovered and received by force or virtue of this Act, shall be paid into 
the hands of the treasurer of this Province, to be expended and laid out for such military 
uses as shall be thought necessary by the Governor, Lieutenant-Governor, or Commander in 
Chief of this Province for the time being.  
 
XI. And be it also further enacted, that the said militia so to be embodied, and all and every 
person that may be draughted or received therein, as aforesaid, shall continue so embodied 
and in actual service, from the time of their being so draughted and embodied, on occasions 
of actual danger, for and during so long a period and time, as may be judged absolutely 
necessary, by the Governor, Lieutenant-Governor, or Commander in Chief, for the time 
being, and his Majesty’s council, for the defence and service of this Province.  
 
XII. And be it enacted, that the Governor, Lieutenant-Governor, or Commander in Chief, for 
the time being, with the advice and consent of his Majesty’s council, may declare martial law 
over, and to operate upon, and in the said corps or body of militia, so to be draughted, 
raised and embodied as aforesaid, and that the Governor, Lieutenant-Governor, or 
Commander in Chief for the time being, together with his Majesty’s council and the field 
officers of such militia, so to be embodied, as aforesaid, may and are hereby impowered to 
make, publish and declare all such laws, rules and orders for the military discipline of such 
corps or body of militia, so to be draughted and embodied as aforesaid, as they may think 
just and necessary, for the good order and discipline of the same, and that all such rules and 
orders so as aforesaid to be made shall have full force, and effect in such militia, so to be 
embodied.  
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XIII. Provided always, and be it enacted, that all and every such rule and order so to be made 
as aforesaid, shall not extend to the life of any person, or to the depriving him of his 
property, above forty shillings, for each and every offence, to be committed against such 
rules and orders so to be made as aforesaid.  
 
XIV. And be it enacted, that each and every regiment, troop, company or body of militia of 
this province, so to be drafted, raised and embodied, as aforesaid, and every part thereof, 
shall be officer’d and commanded by persons, who are at the time of their being appointed, 
and who have been for at least one year next before the time of their being appointed or 
commissioned, freeholders and residents in this Province, and by no other person or persons 
whatsoever.  
 
XV. Provided always, that it shall and may be lawful for the Governor, Lieutenant Governor 
or Commander in Chief for the time being, to appoint one proper person, who shall have 
served, or shall at the time of such appointment actually serve, in some of his Majesty’s 
forces, to be adjutant to each regiment or corps of militia, and also one proper person as a 
serjeant to each company of such militia, so ordered out on service as aforesaid.  
 
XVI. Provided always, and be it enacted, that this Act nor any part thereof, shall be put in 
force, or take effect, but in times of actual invasion, insurrection, rebellion, sudden attack 
from an enemy or imminent danger thereof, to be determin’d by the Governor Lieutenant 
Governor or Commander in Chief, with the advice and consent of his Majesty’s council, any 
thing herein contained to the contrary notwithstanding. 
 


