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At the General Assembly of the Province of Nova Scotia, begun and holden at Halifax, on the 
Sixth Day of June, 1770, in the Tenth Year of the Reign of Our Sovereign Lord George the 
Third, of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith, &c. and there 
continued by several Prorogations until the Sixth Day of October, 1774, in the Fourteenth 
Year of his said Majesty’s Reign, being the Second Session of the Fifth General Assembly 
convened in the said Province. 
 
14 George III – Chapter 6 
 
An Act in Addition to, and in Amendment of an Act, made in the Eighth Year of His Present 
Majesty’s Reign, intitled, “An Act for establishing the Times of holding the Supreme 
Court.” 
 
Whereas many and great inconveniences have arisen, and daily do arise, for want of a more 
speedy and full administration of justice in the several counties in this province, that many 
suitors living and residing therein, do sue and prosecute their actions and causes of 
complaint in the supreme court, at present held only at Halifax, and that their being obliged 
to come from a great distance themselves, and bringing their witnesses, is very detrimental 
as well as expensive to them, and great injury is thereby done to individuals, as well as to the 
public good of the province; and whereas his Majesty has been pleased to grant a 
commission and appoint a supreme court, court of assize and general goal delivery, to be 
holden in, and through this province, exercising the powers of the several courts of King’s-
Bench, common pleas and exchequer in England, and that the holding the said court at 
certain stated times in such counties to which there is a communication with the town of 
Halifax by land, will greatly contribute to the security of the rights of the crown, as well as to 
the ease and welfare of his Majesty’s subjects in this province.  
 
I. Be it therefore enacted, by the Governor, council and assembly, that the said supreme 
court shall from and after the thirtieth day of December next, be holden in the several towns 
and counties, and at such times and in such manner, as are hereafter mentioned, and that 
the said supreme court shall be, and is hereby impowered to proceed at the said several 
sittings, in and as near the same manner as hath heretofore been used in the said court, 
sitting at Halifax, and that the several laws of this province, respecting jurors shall extend 
and be construed to extend to the holding the said supreme court at the said several times 
and places, and that all the proceedings, rules, judgments and executions of the said 
supreme court, legally had, made and done, in and at their sittings and terms, and at the 
said several places, shall be good, valid, and effectual to all intents and purposes 
whatsoever.  
 
II. And whereas it may be attended with inconvenience, that all and every the judges of 
the said supreme court, should be present at the several sittings of the said court.  
 
Be it enacted, that any two of the judges of the said court, shall be sufficient for holding the 
same, and transacting the business thereof, at all, any, and every of the times and places 
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hereafter mentioned, and the legal proceedings then and there had, shall be to all intents 
and purposes whatsoever, as good and effectual, as if all the judges of the said court were 
present.  
 
III. And be it enacted, that the said supreme court shall be held at Halifax, on the first 
Tuesday of January, the last Tuesday of the month of March, the Second Tuesday of the 
month of July, and on the last Tuesday of the month of October; at Horton in King’s county, 
on the third Tuesday of the month of April, and Second Tuesday of the month of October; at 
Annapolis in the county of Annapolis, on the first Tuesday of the month of May, and last 
Tuesday of the month of September; at Cumberland in the county of Cumberland, on the 
last Tuesday of the month of May, and first Tuesday of the month of September in every 
year. And that the time of sitting of the said supreme court, in each of the terms or times for 
holding the same, shall be limited, that is to say, at Halifax for fourteen days, from the day of 
opening the said court, unless in cases of unavoidable necessity, or that the multiplicity of 
business at either of the said terms should require it, in which case the judges may continue 
the same for a time not exceeding six days longer. And that in each of the other counties the 
said court shall not fit longer than five days from the day of opening each of the said courts.  
 
IV. And be it further enacted, that the said supreme court shall and may at the next sitting 
of the said court, issue their several writs of venire facias to the provost marshal or his 
deputy for the summoning of jurors in the said counties of King’s county, Annapolis, and 
Cumberland, and that the said provost marshal or his deputy, shall upon the receipt of such 
writ or writs of venire facias, draw out of the jury box of the said county in the presence of 
two of his Majesty’s justices of the peace for such county, (and who are hereby directed to 
attend the provost marshal or his deputy at the drawing the same) a grand and petit jury, to 
serve at the sitting of the said supreme court in the county, where the said writ is so 
directed, and the said provost marshal or his deputy shall duly summon the said juries, 
twelve days before the sitting of the said court in the said counties respectively, and that the 
said jurors shall be liable to all the penalties of the laws of this province for their non-
attendance as aforesaid, and that all presentments, indictments, verdicts and other legal 
proceedings then and there had, made and done by the said jurors so summoned as 
aforesaid, shall be good and lawful to all intents and purposes whatsoever; and that from 
and after the first sittings of the said supreme court in the said counties of King’s county, 
Annapolis, and Cumberland, the several juries to be summoned in and for the said counties 
respectively, shall be summoned as hath heretofore been used and practiced in the supreme 
court sitting at Halifax.  
 
Provided always, that nothing herein contained shall be of force or effect until his Majesty’s 
pleasure be known thereon.  


