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At the General Assembly of the Province of Nova Scotia, begun and holden at Halifax, on the 
Sixth Day of June, 1770, in the Tenth Year of the Reign of Our Sovereign Lord George the 
Third, of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith, &c. and there 
continued by several Prorogations until the Sixth Day of October, 1774, in the Fourteenth 
Year of his said Majesty’s Reign, being the Second Session of the Fifth General Assembly 
convened in the said Province. 
 
14 George III – Chapter 3 
 
An Act to prevent Waste and Destruction of Pine or other Timber Trees, on certain 
reserved and ungranted Lands in this Province. 
 
Whereas his Majesty has been pleased to reserve, and set apart several tracts of land within 
this province, for the special purpose of securing to the crown, a perpetual fund for the 
supply of masts and ship timber for the royal navy, particularly all those lands on St. John’s 
River [Wolastoq] above the present settlements, and the Island of Cape Breton.  
 
In order therefore, that the same be effectually secured against any waste or trespass. 
 
I. Be it enacted, by the Governor, council and assembly, that if any person shall spoil, cut 
down, or any otherwise injure, or destroy any pines of any dimensions whatever, or any 
other timber trees, growing on the afore-recited reserved and ungranted lands, or shall 
cause the same to be done, or shall cut down or carry off any tree fit for a mast, from the 
said premises for every tree so cut or carried off, and for each and every offence, or without 
having first obtained a license therefor, from the Governor, Lieutenant Governor, or 
Commander in Chief, for the time being, certifying that the said pine trees, and timer so to 
be cut, are for the sole use of his Majesty and for no other purpose. All such persons being 
duly convicted of the waste and trespass aforesaid, he or they shall forfeit and pay to his 
Majesty a fine not exceeding one hundred pounds on due conviction thereof, before any of 
his Majesty’s courts of record, in any county within this province, by action of debt, bill, 
plaint, or information, one half of the said fine to be paid to the informer, the other half to 
his Majesty for the use of the province. 
 
II. And be it further enacted, that if such offender on due conviction, shall be unable to pay 
such fine, that it shall and may be lawful for such court, before which the conviction shall be 
made to imprison such offender, for the space of six months without bail or mainprize.  
 
III. And whereas the setting fire to any wood lands, is often attended with great destruction 
of timber trees and otherwise destroys and prevents their growth; be it enacted, by the 
authority aforesaid, that if any person shall purposely and maliciously set fire to any places 
within the limits of the aforesaid reserved and ungranted territories, and thereby destroy 
any of the young growth, or timber trees thereon, upon due conviction before his Majesty’s 
supreme court, court of assize and general goal delivery, such crime shall be adjudged 
felony, and such person so convicted shall suffer as a felon.  
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IV. Provided, that nothing in this act shall be construed to extend to such fire wood and 
underwood as is commonly used in the fishery, and shall be within half a mile of the sea 
shore.  
 


