
From:  British North America Legislative Database; University of New Brunswick 
bnald.lib.unb.ca 

14 George III – Chapter 11  1 
 

At the General Assembly of the Province of Nova Scotia, begun and holden at Halifax, on the 
Sixth Day of June, 1770, in the Tenth Year of the Reign of Our Sovereign Lord George the 
Third, of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith, &c. and there 
continued by several Prorogations until the Sixth Day of October, 1774, in the Fourteenth 
Year of his said Majesty’s Reign, being the Second Session of the Fifth General Assembly 
convened in the said Province. 
 
14 George III – Chapter 11 
 
An Act in further Addition to, and Amendment of, and for continuing the several Acts of 
the General-Assembly of this Province therein mentioned, relating to the Duties of Impost 
and Excise on Wines, Beer, Rum and other distilled Spirituous Liquors. 
 
Be it enacted, by the Governor, council and assembly, that from and after the first day of 
January, one thousand seven hundred and seventy five, there shall be paid by the importers 
of all rum and other distilled spirituous liquors, that shall be imported or brought into this 
province (except the produce or manufacture of Great-Britain, legally & directly imported 
from thence) an additional duty of five pence per gallon over and above the duty already 
imposed by “the act made in the eighth year of his present Majesty’s reign, intitled, ‘An act 
to amend, render more effectual, and reduce into one act the several laws made by the 
General-Assembly of this province, relating to the duties of impost on beer, rum, and other 
distilled spirituous liquors.’” 
 
II. And be it also enacted, that the additional duty hereby granted, shall be raised, levied, 
collected, received, paid, and accounted for in manner as is directed in & by the herein 
afore-recited act, and subject to the several conditions, penalties and forfeitures specified 
and contained in the said act, and that the same shall be as binding and obligatory upon all 
persons concerned for the effectual recovery of the said duties and forfeitures, as if every 
article and clause in the said act were herein particularly set forth and enacted.  
 
III. Provided, that all such rum as shall be purchased in his Majesty’s West India islands, by 
the proceeds of the cargo of any ship or vessel, two thirds of the value of which, at least, 
shall be the produce or manufacture of this province, or be shipped from this province, 
being the property of persons, inhabitants, residing within the same; the same shall be 
exempt from the payment of the said additional duty imposed by this act, under the 
restrictions required, mentioned and contained in the fifteenth and sixteenth sections of the 
herein afore-recited act.  
 
IV. And be it also further enacted, that (except in the township of Halifax) it shall and may 
be lawful for the justices of the inferior courts of common pleas or sessions of the peace, to 
call a special court, at any time between the stated sessions or times limited by law for 
holding the said courts, for the trials of all causes for recovering such forfeitures and 
penalties, as shall have been incurred on a breach of the said several acts, and for no other 
purpose whatsoever; any law, usage or custom to the contrary notwithstanding.  
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And whereas great frauds have been committed in several of the ports and rivers of this 
province, by relanding rum and other distilled spirituous liquors, after the same have been 
cleared out for exportation, and that a drawback thereon has been allowed on certificates 
fraudulently obtained of the landing thereof out of the province.  
 
V. Be it enacted, that no drawback shall be allowed on rum and other distilled spirituous 
liquors brought to any of the ports or places of this province (Halifax and Canso excepted).  
 
VI. And be it enacted, that all rum or other distilled spirituous liquors which shall have been 
imported into this province, or distilled therein, and shall have paid or secured to be paid the 
duties imposed by the laws of this province, and which shall be issued for the use of his 
Majesty’s navy, shall be deemed exported, and intitled to a drawback of the duty so paid or 
secured to be paid, and the collector or receiver of the duties shall credit the stock on hand 
of the merchant, distiller or other person for so much as shall have been so issued, or the 
bond given for the said duties, shall be discharged.  
 
VII. Provided always, and be it enacted, that no rum or other distilled spirituous liquors shall 
be so issued or deliver’d for the use aforesaid, unless by a permit from the Governor or 
commander in chief of the province, or the officer by him appointed for that purpose, to be 
by him granted upon a certificate signed by the captain or commanding officer of the ship or 
vessel for which such rum or other distilled spirituous liquors is required, that such rum is 
necessary for the ship’s use, and before such drawback as aforesaid is allowed, or credit 
given in the account of stock for such rum so issued, a certificate that it has been proved 
before him by a receipt of the purser and a certificate of the captain and other signing 
officers of his Majesty’s said ship or vessel, that the rum mentioned in the Governor’s 
permit, has been actually received on board for his Majesty’s use and no other.  
 
VIII.  And be it enacted, that if any rum or other distilled spirituous liquors on which the 
above-mentioned drawback has been received or claimed, shall after the same has been 
issued or pretended to be issued as aforesaid, be landed or converted to the use of any 
person or persons on shore, or for any other use than that of his Majesty’s navy, the same 
shall be forfeited, and the person or persons, who shall be found guilty of committing such 
fraud shall forfeit and pay a fine of fifty pounds.  
 
IX. And be it also enacted, that all the penalties and forfeitures arising and accruing by this 
and all and every of the several acts herein recited, shall and may be recovered by bill, 
plaint, or information in any of his Majesty’s courts of record in this province, and the money 
arising from such penalties and forfeitures, after deducting the expences of prosecution, and 
all incident charges, shall be one half to his majesty for the uses and intents for which the 
duty is granted, and the other half to him or them who shall seize or inform and sue for the 
same.  
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X. And be it also further enacted, “That an act made in the twelfth year of his present 
Majesty’s reign, intitled, ‘An act in amendment of, and for continuing the several acts of the 
General Assembly of this province, relating to the duties of impost and excise on beer, rum 
and other distilled spirituous liquors, cider, loaf sugar and wines therein mentioned,’” 
together with the several acts recited and mentioned in the said act, except the act made in 
the tenth year of his present Majesty’s reign, intitled, “An act for granting to his Majesty a 
duty of impost on loaf sugar and cider;” together with the additions, and amendments 
thereto made by this act, shall be and continue, and the same are hereby continued in force 
from the expiration thereof, until the thirty first day of December, one thousand seven 
hundred and seventy six.  
 


